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REPORT.

Ix making up this Report it may be observed—

1. That as this is the first Investigation of the kind
which has been made in connexion with this Company,
it was found impossible to contrast the relative intensity
with which the various diseases have confributed to the
mortality during the lafer and earlier periods of the Com-
pany’s existence, and we have not therefore the benefit of
a comparison between these periods,

9. There have, however, been published for some years
the results of the experience of two other offices—the
Scottish Widows’ Fund and the Standard—as ascertained
at the periods of the Investigation into their financial
position with the view of declaring a Bonus; and the
evidence derived from these Reports affords the means of
usefully contrasting their experience with the experience
of this Office.

3. The method of classification followed in this Report
is that adopted by the Registrar-General in his Annual
Reports; and in all cases where an individual has died
from a disease supervening on another, the primary disease,
if known, has been stated as the cause of death.

4, Up to the close of the year 1860, the total number of
deaths among the Assured has been 1303. The average
duration of these lives on the Company’s books is 10.66
years, and their average expectation, according to the Car-
lisle Tables, 25.07 years, so that they have fallen short of
their expectancy on an average by about 14} years. This
result is only what might have been anticipated, as during
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It will be observed that small-pox, which would have
come under this Class, has not a place in our mertality.
This is the more surprising, as during the last few years 1t
has been almost epidemic in some parts of the country.

Under Class 1L, containing, according to the Registrar-
General’s classification, diseases of uncertain seat, there
have been 130 deaths, or about 10 per cent. of the total
mortality. In the Scottish Widows’ Fund the percentage
was only 6% The average duration of these lives was
10.26 years, and their average expectation 23.30 years.
The large number of 46 deaths have resulted from dropsy,
and this number would have been greatly swelled if all
those diseases stated as having terminated in dropsy had
been referred to this head; but, as before mentioned, all
such cases were classed under the primary disease. As
dropsy frequently results from, or accompanies heart,
Kidney, and liver diseases, it is probable that a consider-
able number of the deaths reported as arising from dropsy
should have gone to increase the mortality under those
other diseases. This is inferred also from the ecircum-
stance, that although in the Scottish Widows' Fund the
total number of deaths is considerably greater, yet only 17
deaths are ascribed to dropsy.

The deaths from Cancer were 25. They survived
on an average 12.6 years, while their average expectation
was 22 years. 18 males and 7 females fell vietims to this
disease. In the females it chiefly affected the breast, and
in the males the stomach, tongue, and rectum. In one
case it is stated that the immediate cause of death was
erysipelas following an operation.

Inflammation furnished 11, and mortification 12
deaths. The returns under inflammation are vague, not
specifying the part affected.

Class 11. I
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associations in spite of the very rigid rule which they
adopt “ of excluding as ineligible all in whose immediate
family more than one instance of the disease has mani-
fested itself.”

Of the 107 deaths which have arisen from this disease,
6 emerged in the first year after acceptance, 3 in the
second, 9 in the third, 12 in the fourth, 6 in the fifth, 9 in
the sixth, 10 in the seventh, 11 in the eighth, 5 in the
ninth, and 6 in the tenth year; so that of the total number
77, or about $ths of them, succumbed within ten years from
the date of their acceptance. The remaining 30 cases died
after being on the Company’s books from 10 to 26 years,
which last period is the longest duration of any of the con-
sumptive risks. The greatest mortality occurred between
40 and 50 (34 deaths), although in the previous decade 30
to 40, the number was nearly as great, being 32.

The average duration of the consumptive risks was 7
years 11 months, and their average expectation 30.64.

The next Class comprises diseases of the Brain and Ner-
vous System. No fewer than 257 deaths, or 19.72 per cent.
of the total mortality resulted from apoplexy, paralysis,
epilepsy, inflammation of the brain, delirium tremens,
and insanity, The diseases of the same class account for
22.4 per cent. of the deaths in the Widows’ Fund, and for
20 per cent. in the Standard, during the last quinquen-
nium. Apoplexy and paralysis appear to have been the
cause of death in 172 cases, Of these 105 persons died
from apoplexy, the average duration of whose lives was
10.18 years, and the average expectation 24 years,

Paralysis, which is chiefly a disease of old age, ocea-
sioned 67 deaths; and these lives showed a higher relative
duration than those that fell victims to apoplexy, their
average duration being 16.01 years, and their average ex-
pectation 22.37 years,

Class V.
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