Report of the General Committee of the Association for the Better
Endowment of the University of Edinburgh, to be laid before the annual
general meeting of the Association, on Friday the 30th of November 1866.

Contributors

Association for the Better Endowment of the University of Edinburgh. General
Committee.
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh

Publication/Creation
[Edinburgh] : [publisher not identified], [1866]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ezs9b4cb

Provider

Royal College of Physicians Edinburgh

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. The original may be consulted at
the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. where the originals may be
consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/







REPORT or THE GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE ASSO-
CTATION FOR THE BETTER ENDOWMENT OF THE

UNIVERSITY oF EpinsurcH, to be laid before the
Annual General Meeting of the Association, on
Friday the 30th of November 1866.

THE General Committee appointed at the Annual General
Meeting of 29th November 1865 met on the 11th of December
following, when, after nominating an Acting Committee for the
year 1865-6, in terms of the 6th Section of the Constitution,
they remitted to the Acting Committee to take measures for
giving effect to the Resolutions passed at the Annual General
Meeting of 1865, and in particular to prepare the draft of
a Trust-Deed for the Foundation of the proposed Hamil-
ton Fellowship, and to consider in what form the establish-
ment of the Association’s Classical Fellowship should be
carried out, and draw up such a document for the purpose as
should appear necessary. It was also remitted to the Acting
Committee to consider and report upon the subject of two
Conditions for the Fellowships, which were not contained in the
Annual Report, but were suggested at the Aunnual General
Meeting, and referred to the Committees for consideration. The
first of these, which was applicable to both Fellowships, was
propesed by the Honorary Secretary, and was as follows :—

“Provided that, in the case of both these Fellowships,
“ a further Condition be annexed, that if, on the oceasion of the
“ competition, in any year, the Examiners shall, after examina-
“ tion, be of opiuion that none of the Candidates has shown a
“ sufficiently high proficiency in the subjects of examination
“ to merit the Fellowship, they shall report their opinion to the



2

“ Senatus Academicus, who shall decide whether the Fellow-
“ ship shall be awarded in that year, or reserved for competition
“in the following year.”

The second Condition was proposed by the Rev. Dr. Hanna,
and was applicable only to the Hamilton Fellowship, It was
as follows :—

“ That it shall be open to the Senatus, with the approval of
“ the University Court, at any time to alter the date of com -
“ mencement, and the term of continuance, so as to secure an
“equal distribution of Fellowships in the same department,
“and to have one or more of these for each succeeding year.”

These two Conditions, and various minor Regulations for the
two Fellowships, which by the recommendations of the An-
nual Report of 1865, as adopted by the Association, were left
to the decision of the Committees, were carefully considered
by them, both at their own meetings and in consultation with
a Committee of the Senatus Academicus, appointed at the
request of the Association to confer with your Committees,
and advise them on various details. Finally, it was resolved
that, as advised by the majority of the Committee of the
Senatus, the Condition proposed by Mr. Muir should not be
adopted. The grounds upon which this determination was
arrived at were, that it was unlikely that such a case as was
supposed would occur, and that any risk of it was more than
counterbalanced by the advantage of its being certain that a
presentation to the Fellowship would be made on each occasion
of a competition, it being the opinion of the majority of the
Committee of the Senatus that any uncertainty as to the pre-
sentation being made to some one of the Candidates would
act prejudicially, by deterring well qualified competitors from
entering upon the competition, from mistrust of their own
powers, and a consequent dread of being publicly declared in-
competent for a Fellowship. It is right to state that this
matter was the subject of much and repeated deliberation in
both Committees, and that although the decision adopted was
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recommended by a majority of the Committee of the Senatus,
and of your Acting Committee, it was only finally carried in
the General Committee by the casting vote of the Chairman of
the meeting at which the matter was decided.

The Condition proposed by the Rev. Dr. Hanna was also the
subject of anxious deliberation. It was finally resolved not
to adopt it, on the ground of the advantage of certainty that
the presentation to the Fellowship would be made at a time
known to intending competitors even for several years before
a competition. At the same time, provision was, to a certain
extent, made for the important objects aimed at by Dr, Hanna's
propusal, by the clause adopted by the Association, and stand-
mg as clause 5 in the Conditions stated in the Deed of En-
dowment, which provides a power of extension of the term
of tenure to four years; and also by a clause which the Com-
mittee adopted (clause 16 of the Conditions in the Deed), under
which a certain power is given to the Senatus, after the lapse
of twenty-five years, to alter the fourth clause so far as to limit
or extend the number of years of standing as Graduates, of com-
petitors for the Fellowship.

It is unnecessary to enter in detail upon the other Conditions
which were the subject of deliberation before the Committees.
The result is already known to the members of the Association,
printed copies of the Deed of Foundation having been sent to
every member.

The sum of £700, subseribed towards the Foundation by the
contributors to the Hamilton Memorial, was paid to the Acting
Committee on 4th January 1866, and at a meeting held on
the 12th of April following, the Association being then in a
position to provide the sum of £1800, necessary to the imple-
ment of the agreement with the contributors to the Hamilton
Memorial, the Deed of Foundation was signed by a majority
and quorum of the Acting Committee. The Deed having been
recorded by direction of the Committee, the Extract was for-
warded to the Senatus Academicus on 5th May last, along
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The Competition for this Fellowship took place on the
30th and 31st of October last, and the Committee have re-
ceived the following ecommunication on the subject from the

Examiners, Professors Blackie and Sellar :—

26th November 1866.

Tae Competition for the Association Classical Fellowship was com-
bined with that for the Guthrie Classical Fellowship, and took place on
Tuesday the 30th, and Wednesday 31st of July, when several Candi-
dates came forward. The Guthrie Fellowship being the most valuable,
was awarded to the best among all the Candidates, Mr. George Watson.
For the Association Fellowship we recommended Mr. James Stewart to
the Senatus, as being the best among the Candidates who were already
Graduates of the University.

It was a matter of regret to us, that, from the terms of the Minute of
the Acting Committee, limiting the competition to actual Graduates, we
considered ourselves debarred from taking into account, for the Associa-
tion Fellowship, the merits of other Candidates, who were eligible for
the Guthrie Fellowship under the terms of that Foundation.

The examination was on the whole satisfactory. All the Candidates
appeared to us to have considerable merit. We were satisfied, from
the examination, that the institution of these Fellowships has already
done much to encourage Classical scholarship, and to induce students
to extend their reading of the best Classical authors considerably be-
yond the range of study attained in the College classes, and required
for ordinary graduation. From what we know of the spirit animating
many of our present students, which has received a great impulse from
the institution of these Fﬂllﬁwships, we most confidently anticipate still
more satisfactory results in future competitions.

JoaN S. BLACKIE.
W. Y. SELLAR.

In accordance with the instructions of the General Com-
mittee, the Acting Committee carefully revised the Cireular of
Information and Subscription List of the Association, bringing
the information down to the latest date possible. Copies of this
paper have been circulated among the members of the Asso-
ciation and others who, it was thought, would be interested in
its proceedings,
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The Committee have no reason to anticipate any dimi-
nution of annual subsecriptions, which amounted last year to
£140. Indeed, they hope that many persons interested in
the University of Edinburgh, but who have not yet contributed
to the funds of the Association, may be induced to give it
their support, now that its operations have issued in the
actual foundation of one permanent Fellowship, and the
establishment of a second out of annual income. As the
expenses of the next year cannot be very considerable, the
Committee hope to be in a position at next Annual General
Meeting to propose the institution of a second Fellowship of
the description last mentioned. The institution of such a Fel-
lowship every second year, however, is a result with which it
is impossible to be satisfied ; and the very least at which the
supporters of the Association should aim, is such an increase
of their resources as would enable them to set apart £300 for a
Fellowship in every year.

Since last Annual General Meeting no new Foundations in
the University have been announced ; but of the Endowments
referred to in the last Annual Report, as in prospect of being
instituted, the following have now been founded :— (1.) The
Baxter Scholarship of £60 a year, for eminence in the Experi-
mental Sciences; (2.) the Baxter Scholarship of £60 a year,
for eminence in the Natural Sciences; and (3.) the Guthrie
Classical Scholarship. The latter was competed for at the
same time as the Association’s Classical Fellowship, and was
gained by Mr. George Watson, who had previously distinguished
himself as a pupil of the Edinburgh Academy. In addition
to the above, the fund left to the University for the Maxton
Scholarship in Divinity has recently become available, and the
Scholarship will therefore be founded in a short time,

The arrangements for the Shaw Fellowship are making satis-
factory progress. The funds will exceed £3800 at the close of
the current year, and the terms of the Fellowship are likely to
be settled in the course of a few months.
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and urging the Foundation of Fellowships, ete., for the purpose
of encouraging proficiency in the several branches of literature
and science which the different Chairs were instituted to
advance. Itis only by such efforts that the various wants of
the University can be brought home to the understanding of
the public generally. It is to be feared that the requirements
of the several departments of the University are apt to be
disregarded from a want of sufficient attention to details, and
that the Foundations already in existence are thought by some
to be sufficient, while the fact is, that nearly all the Endow-
ments which have as yet been provided are confined to the
Faculty of Arts, and are utterly inadequate to supply that
stimulus to exertion which is required in the various depart-
ments of that Faculty alone, while, with a very few exceptions,
the Faculties of Divinity, Medicine, and Law are left unfur-
nished with those liberal rewards of merit which ought to be
offered to high proficiency.

In conclusion, the Committee have again to record their
acknowledgment of the kindness of the President and Fellows
of the Royal College of Physicians in giving the use of their
rooms for the transaction of the business of the Association.

In accordance with the terms of the 5th section of the Con-
stitution of the Association, office-bearers for the ensuing year
must be appointed at the Annual General Meeting,

In name and by authority of the General Committee,

J. MUIR, D.CL, LLD,

Honorary Secretary.
Evissuren, 26th November 1866, ‘






