Remarks submitted to the medical professors of the universities of
Scotland and Ireland, as well as to the licentiates : on the necessity of
medical reform, as the consequence of the selfish conduct of the College
of Surgeons, and the pfesident and fellows of the College of Physicians of
London / by Machaon.

Contributors

Machaon.
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh

Publication/Creation
[London] : Burgess and White, [18537]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/jwzdkwm]j

Provider

Royal College of Physicians Edinburgh

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. The original may be consulted at
the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. where the originals may be
consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

. L L L L ' | a
| ¥ |
| [ 5] 1 r H
TEATS 1 T
5 1







¢ Facilis descensus averno, sed revocare
Gradum Hic labor, hoc opus est.”

(GENTLEMEN,

You have long endured indignity of the bitterest
nature, and at the same time injurious to the progress in
life of those whom you are bound in honour to pro-
tect, in tamely allowing the College of Physicians of Lon-
cloﬁ, to re-examine the Graduates on whom you have de-
servedly conferred the highest honours in medicine; and
thereby to declare, not only to this nation, but to the whole
world, that you are not to be trusted in the discharge of
this sacred and important duty :—and, to use a mercantile
phrase, that your bills are unworthy of confidence, and con-
sequently, not to be circulated until approved by Sir
H——y H—1—p and his Retainers. It is, therefore,
gratifying to learn, that a charter is about to be granted to
the University of London ; and, there can be no doubt that
this auspicious event, which will enable 17 to assert its
dignity, has been greatly promoted by the present Lord

Chancellor, whose talents we always admired, but whom
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wholesome stream, with a view to cleansing the medical
' augéan. stable of its vain and contemptible pretensions.
The College of Physicians may be regar-:h as a rotten bo-
rough of the very worst description, because it, as it were,
robs the Licenciates of large sums of money, under the pro-
mise nf protecting them, while it affords them no protection
in any form, unless degradation shall be construed into
protection ; and, the influence of the said college, more-
over, seriously tends to affect the purse as well as the

health of the metropolis, as the most inexperienced of the

Iiroﬁ:ssiuu are to be found amongst the Fellows of the
~ College of Physicians : but, nothwithstanding this alarm-
ing defect in their medical attainments, they are invariably
thrust into all situations of importance and profit, by
profligate means. It is folly for a Graduate of either
Scotland or Ireland to offer himself as a candidate for any
situation or hospital in the metropolis, whatever his expe-
rience, merit, or attainments may be; because if I may so
illustrate, a nine-days puppy of Oxford or Cambridge, as
far as medical knowledge is concerned, will assuredly be
preferred, in consequence of the unbecoming interference
of the President and Fellows of the College of Physicians,
which corporate body, instead of being the seat of liberality
and learning, is, as it were, a kind of Cacus’s den, (the

proprietors being fond of live stock, carrying purses
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and plundered.* To render the said. chlarter of the
Univea;sit}r of London effectual, in what regards the
healing art, it would be beneficial to establish Doctors’
degrees in medicine and in surgery, and these Doctors to
be, in every respect, similarly educated, and to be -profes-
sionally subjected to the same rigid examination In
Anatomy, Practice of Medicine, Surgery, Chemistry, and

Midwifery, leaving it to themselves, after examination, to

equally eligible to the Fellowship, as the Graduate of Oxford
or Cambridge? While this obnoxious and unjust partiality
exists, the Licentiate who is a Graduate of Edinburgh or
Glasgow, and who suffers himself to attend the monthly meel
ings of the President and Fellows of the College of Physicians
of London, must have the soul of a footman, and the brains of
a turnspit: he cannot be alive to the just value of his character
as a Physician and a Gentleman; they, the said Licentiates,
should, to a man, withdraw from such disgrace. It is
singular, that the professors of the Universities of Scotland
and Ireland should not have made some efforts long before
now, through the legislature, to rescue themselves and
the Graduates of their respective Universities, from the effects
of the injustice and degradation herein adverted to. This
liberty of professional intercourse is demanded by national
justi{:e and hnmanity, and to which there can be no objections,
as it will tend (even on viewing it on the principle of free
trade), to alleviate the difficulties and expences of families in
the treatment of diseases existing therein, and thus contribute

to the welfare of our fellowereatures, when so afflicted.
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assume the title of Doctor of Medicine or of Surgery ; and,
a3 the Doctor in Surgery, must, of necessity, practice
Medicine, so ought the Doctor in Medicine, should he
think proper, practice Surgery, as the professions have the
same objects in view, in alleviating human misery by the
prevention and cure of the numerous diseases to which
mankind are subject. Both these Doctors to be considered

equal in rank, and to teach and to practise Medicine, or any

Sl

branch of their profession, they may think proper to attach

themselves to, without restrictions from Colleges of Physi-

cians, Surgeons, or Apothecaries’ Halls, which constitute

so many vile and detestable obstructions to the progress

D e i o o)

of science, as well as imposts on the purse of the com-

By

munity in which these priviledged beings take up

-

their abode.  Human life is, unquestionably, as valu-
able in Scotland as in England, and such being the

case, those professional attainments which qualify a

o e e i

Physician to pratise his profession in Scotland, should

e I

|

London, seems, heretofore, to have acted on the most un-
wise principle; for, instead of giving every facility to

medical men, superiorly educated in Scotland, making |

Ay
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their way in the capital and throughout the Kingdom, it
has opposed every obstacle to their progress, by sanctioning
Cnrpﬂrate rapacity. The College of Physicians yields no
protection to Licentiates, indeed it is much more terrible
to its friends than its enemies, as, by its absurd regulations,
it discourages the diffusion of useful members of the pro-
fession throughout the metropolis, and it is laughed at and
held in contempt by false prophets and charlatans, to
which latter body, the Fellows, from their great and ill-
founded pretensions, have many points of resemblance.
Such medical degrees, as adverted to, should be conferred
by Universities alone, and all Colleges throughout the
kingdom ought to be compelled to respect them, by re-
ceiving their inseription, without fee, and from these to se-
lect the most deserving for the rank of Fellow, which dis-
tinction should be open to Graduates from all the Univer-
sities of the United Kingdom. These Universities can also
assuredly ascertain a man’s competency in Chemistry,
Pharmacy, Surgery, Midwifery, as well as in Medicine,and
when ascertained satisfactorily, and the degree of Doctor
conferred on him, as a consequence of such examination,
he ought to have an undoubted right to practise Surgery,
Midwifery, or Medicine, as well as every other branch of
the profession (even to the opening a shop, should he

deam it necessary, as an Apothecary) throughout the
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British dominions both at home and abroad. . Such a line
of conduct adopted by Universities, under the ﬂanctiun._
of the Legislature, would soon put an end to the ungene-
rous war, waged on the pockets of the community, as welll
as on the money of the Graduates of Scotch and Irish
Universities by the College of Surgeons and the College of
Physicians. Let there be Faculties of Medicine i]-l different
parts of the kingdom, for men of science and talent to iﬁ-
scribe their names, but should they decline doing so, such
a line of cenduct ought not to disqualify them from prae-
tising their profession to the advantage of the communities
in which they live, and their own honour. Another order
might be created under that of Apothecary, and a fourth
under that of Chemist. None of them to praetise their
callings with out due examination from the Uni\;ersit}r or
School, qualified to grant certificates of their competency
to perform the duties imposed on them as Apothecaries
and Chemists ; and the force of these qualifications, when
once granted, under very moderate exactions in the form
of fees, to enable their possessors also to practise their
callings throughout the British dominions. No one in
future to be allowed to compound medicine, or prescribe,
who had not previously received a medical education.
The Apothecary and Chemist to be eligible to the degree of

Surgeon or Physician, by subsequent study and examina-



il

tion ; .sgz.- that the profession should be a chain of links so
resp.ectahle as to be resolvable into each other. The
duties of humanity are greatly hampered and restrained
- by file professional pride, —selfishness, and vanity, of
the President and Fellows, as the Licenciates of the
College of Physicians, are prohibited from practising
Surgery, IMi‘dwifery, or compounding their own medicines;
but in Edinburgh and over the whole of Scotland, it is
sanctioned, to the great. advantage of the community.
This interdiction is a most rank and fetid job on the side
of the President and Fellows of the College of Physicians,
who have supported a system so beneficial to themselves,
by the inducement it holds out to Apothecaries and Che-
mists to émploy them, but, at the same time, so detest-
ably injurious to the cause of humanity.* To render the
matter clear, the individual who has now the honour to ad-
dress the Graduates of Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Dublin,
is not altogether dependent on his professional exertions,

which enables him, like many others, to be occasionally

* Nothing disrespectful is here intended to Apothecaries,
who, many of them, are too independent to allow themselves
to be entrapped by such a bait. It is adduced to shew the
motives in which the illiberal decree originated ; as those who

made the law can repeal it, should it not be rendered beneficia
to its framers,
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useful to a class of society far more to be pitied than
the pauper himself.  This remark is here submitted,
in order to clearly illustrate the evil genius which
pervades the present state of things in medicine, as
it will shew the difficultics that are not only opposed
to the exertions of the Physician, but to the in-
terest of the community at large, under existing cir-
cumstances, as a Licenciate of the College of Physicians,
without perjuring himself, cannot let blood or perform any
Surgical operation, nor yet can he, as already observed,
compound his own medicines, so that his prescriptions
must go to a Chemist or Apothecary, to whom the state of
the patient is unknown, by which a bill for operations and
medicines is soon run up against the indigent individual,
which altogether defeats the humane exertions of the
Physician or Surgeon. The Physician should, unquestion-
ably, be allowed to bleed, or perform any other operation
that may be necessary in the course of his practice, and
also compound his own medicines. The Surgeon and the
Apothecary undertake the treatment of the most dan-
gerous diseases afflicting the human frame, and which
come within the province of the Physician, and the good
of the community ; as well as even-handed justice requires
that the Physician should, if he think proper, practise

Surgery, Midwifery, and Pharmacy, as his education im-
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plies a thorough knowledge of all those branches of his
art. By extending the influence of talent and regular
education to the humblest departments, the greater will be
the benefits conferred on society. To the judgment of the
writer, no medical man sacrifices his dignity, however low
he may descend in his exertions and operations, when these
tend to alleviate human misery ; but, on the contrary, by
these efforts he must rise higher, not only in his own esti-
mation, but in the eye of the community in which he lives.
It is the power and right that is here contended for,
without permission from Colleges ; so that a well educated
Surgeon or Physician, under the painful vicissitudes of life,
may no longer find his acquirements an obsticle to his inte-
interests. The corruptions of Universities may be restrained
by parents refusing to send their children to such Universi-
ties, but the corruptions of Colleges of Physicians, Surge-
ons, and Apothecaries’ Halls, when once instituted, are
difticult to be vanquished, because this must be done
through the medium of the law, which is invariably uncer-
tain and tedious in its operations in cases of this nature.
Such being the case, the Universities of the kingdom
should have the power of granting degrees in Surgery and
Medicine to all those candidates, wherever educated,
who shall prove themselves, by their talents, justly en-

titled to them, after having encountered a rigid course
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commend to the attention of all corporate bodies, and
their heads, should they be desirous of maintaining their
stability founded on the good opinion of the communities
in which they live. The College of Physicians has here
been spoken of in its corporate capacity, because its mem-
bers, generally speaking, when regarded individually, are,
in their vocation, virtuous. It is the heartless, it is the
corporate hypoeritical delusion, in holding out protection
to the public and the Licentiates, it is the unjust, and
nngenerous system, that is here reprobated and viewed

with indignation, not the private characters of these men.*

* Every man may at present put his name on his door as a
Surgeon, and which implies a knowledge of Medicine; and
every individual may, from the Quack to the Chemist, pre-
scribe, and assume thereby the character of the Surgeon or
Physician.

Is this backing their friends ? Ts this protecting the public
and the Licentiates, from the latter of whom they have taken
large sums in the form of examination fees? The unblushing
attack on the pockets of those who had previously taken their
degrees at such Universities as Edinburgh and Glasgow, is
very dishonourable; and which is rendered still more so, by
the meglect of their duty. The unfeeling rejection of such
men as the illustrious Armstrong and Good, is a proof of the

ignoble spirit which pervades their corporate decisions.
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