Remarks by the professor of surgery, on a communication from the
Senatus Academicus, to the Lord Provost, magistrates, and council of the
City of Edinburgh, addressed to the College Committee.

Contributors

Turner, John W., 1790-1835.
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh

Publication/Creation
Edinburgh : [publisher not identified], 1831.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/dh3gx5an

Provider

Royal College of Physicians Edinburgh

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. The original may be consulted at
the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. where the originals may be
consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

R,EMA.RKS by the PRGTL’SSGR 0F SURGERY, on. a G'am.-
munication Sfrom the Senatus Aﬂademwus to the Lord Pro-
vost, Magistrates, and Council of the City of -Edmbm['gia,
addressed to the College Committee. -

Tue College Committee of the Magistrates and Couneil
of the City of Edinburgh, the Honourable Patrons of the
University, having directed the Communication of the Se-
natus Academicus, with regard to the late institution by
the Crown of Professorships of General Pathology and of
Surgery, to be communicated to me, with a request that I
would transmit to the Committee my remarks thereon, o
far as regards the Professorship of Surgery, I have now,
in compliance with this request, most respectfully to sub-
mit the following observations for their consideration.

In the communication of the Senatus, and the Report
of their Committee embodied in it, I observe that there
are various statements and arguments which are applied
equally to the Professorship of Pathology and to that of
Surgery ; and, having seen the observations of the Pro-
fessor of Pathology om- these topics, and entirely concur-
ring with him in these observations, I consider it super-
fluous and unnecessar y for me to occupy the time of the
Committee by repe&tmg them, but request to be permitted

to refer to Dr Tuguson’s communication, as containing
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my sentiments on these points, while I confine my re-
marks to the third section of the Report contained in the
communication of the Senatus Academicus, which relates

more particularly to the Professorship of Surgery.

I cannot but feel great satisfaction at finding that the
Senatus Academicus are of opinion, that the foundation
of a distinet Professorship of Surgery is expedient. At
the same time it is impossible for me to allow, that it
can with justice be alleged that this measure has been
carried through, either in ignorance of, or with any dis-
regard to, the rights or interests of the present Profes-
sor of Anatomy and Surgery. Tt is generally well known,
that the institution of a separate Professorship of Sur-
gery, and the addition of the class of Surgery to the
course of study required of candidates for the degree of
Doctor of Medicine, has been recommended by the Royal
Commissioners for Visiting the Universities and Colleges
of Scotland, and that this was done after a deliberate and
careful investigation of the subject, on the almost una-
nimous testimony that it was necessary and proper, by the
numerous eminent individuals of the Medical Profession,
who were examined by the Commissioners, including the
Professors of Medicine and Surgery in the University :
and after a conjoint representation of the greater part of
these Professors, that a separate Professorship of Surgery
should be created, and the class added to the Curriculum of
Medical Study. Previously, too, to making their report,

the Royal Commissioners had been fully put in posses-
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sion, by the Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, of his ob-
jections to the institution of a Professorship of Surger]f, on
the ground of its interference with, what he conceived to
be, his rights and interests; and I have reason to know,
that, before the institution of the Professorship, and the
appointment of a Professor of Surgery, a memorial on this
subject, from the Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, had
been received and considered by His Majesty’s Govern-

ment.

" I conceive that it will not be diffieult to shew, that, in
point of fact, the institution of a separate Professorship of
Surgery does not interfere with the rights or interests of the
Professor of Anatomy and Surgery. It must be observed
that this Professor does not hold two commissions, one as
Professor of Anatomy, and the other as Professor of Sur-
gery ; but that, in the year 1777, the Surgery was added by
the Patrons of this University to the original commission
of the Professor of Anatomy, and the two branches joined
in one commission. This addition was made on the re-
presentation of the late Dr Moxro and the Medical Fa-
culty, that the Anatomy and Surgery had been taught
yearly in one connected course of Demonstrations and
Lectures, ecomprehendin g Surgery with Anatomy; and
it was done notwithstanding the opposition of the Royal
College of Surgeons, who were desir ous, even at that time,
that a separate Professorship of Surgery should be esta-
blished, and objected to the junction of the Surgery with

the Anatomy, as I find from their Minutes, and from the
AR
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to most of the members of the Senatus Academicus, that
for many years after the present Professor of Anatomy
‘and Surgery received his commission, conjointly with his
late father, the Lectures on Surgery were delivered for a
month or six weeks at the end, and as a continuation of
the Anatomical Course. In proof of this I may refer to a
Memorial drawn up by the Medical Faculty, and presented
b}f the Senatus Academicus to the Magistrates and Coun-
cil, in the year 1806, on the ocecasion of the institution of
the Professorship of Military Surgery, which contains va-
rious statements and arguments, for the purpose of de-
monstrating that the Professorship of Military Surgery,
by its interference .with that of Anatomy and Surgery,
would produce consequences most injurious to the inte-
rests of the Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, and to
the Medical School of the University. I may take the
liberty to remark in passing, that these statements and
arguments, time and experience have shewn to be erro-
neous, and that they now only afford a proof that how-
ever peculiarly qualified the Members of the Medical Fa-
culty may be conceived to be, to judge in all matters con-
nected with the Medical Department of the University, it
is not impossible that even they may be mistaken in their
views on these subjects, and particularly in their anticipa-
tion of effects injurious to the interests of the members of
their own body, or to those of the Medical School of the
University, as being likely to result from the addition of
any new branch of instruection, In this Memorial, in which

the Medical Faculty maintained the same views as their
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Lectures on Surgery delivered by the Professor of Ana-
tomy and Surgery cannot be regarded as  a course of
Lectures on Surgery, in addition to his Lectures on Ana-

»

tomy ;” and notwithstanding his belief, sanctioned as it
appears to be by the Senatus Academicus, they cannot be
considered as a course of Surgery ¢ to the same extent with
the courses delivered by any other lecturer on Surgery
here or elsewhere;” but that they must be regarded as
being merely conjoined with, or supplementary to, his
anatomical course, and the greater part of them as being
given at the expense of the time which might be devoted
to the course of Anatomy. It will be found by a Minute
of Council of the Tth November 1827, that, in a conference
of a Committee of the Honourable Patrons, with the Pro-
fessor of Anatomy and Surgery, he stated that * he con-
sidered the two branches of study to be so intimately con-
nected that it would be improper to disjoin them ; that his
lectures were all formed upon the prineiple of combining
the study of them, and that he had always made Surgery
form a prominent part of his lectures, and of his opera-
tions upon the subjects on which he lectured.” In sup-
port of the view I have taken, I may also refer to the
fact, of which the Senatus Academicus cannot be igno-
rant, that the tickets or certificates of attendance on the
Lectures on Surgery given hy the PJ‘Dﬂ;_!LEEDI‘ of Anatomy
and Surgery have hitherto not heen received by the Royal
College of Surgeons as a qualification for examination of
Candidates for the Surgical Diploma, on the sole ground

that these lectures do not constitute a course equal in ex-
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habit of granting a separate ticket for this branch to those
attending his course. To operate injuriously on his inte-
rests, therefore, the creation of a separate course of Sur-
gery must, I conceive, be supposed to act in one of two
ways, either by increasing the amount of his labours, or
by diminishing the number of his students. I shall not
make a supposition so injurious to the zeal of the present
Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, as to imagine that
any slight increase in the amount of his labours would
induce him to oppose a measure calculated to improve the
education of those receiving the degree of M. D. at this
University. But, independently of this consideration, I
am persuaded that he must find it a matter of much greater
difficulty to condense the ordinary materials of a course of
Lectures on Anatomy into the space at present allotted
to them, than it would be for him to enter in a more ela-
borate manner than he can possibly do at present, into
some of those departments of an anatomical course which
students often experience peculiar difficulty in compre-
hending. The duty of teaching Surgery, it must also be
kept in remembrance, is no inconsiderable task.

The supposition of the separate Professorship of Sur-
gery causing an increase of labour to the Professor of
Anatomy and Surgery, obviously rests on the idea that
he will not consider it necessary for him any longer to
devote a portion of his course to the teaching of Surgery ;
but on this point he is left by the new commission to be
guided entirely by his own discretion. I have next to
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had not voluntarily attended a separate course of lectures
on Surgery. But the number of graduates attending the
course of the Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, and con-
sequently the amount of fees received by him from that
class of students, will not be diminished by this addition to
the course of study. On those, again, who intend to take
the diploma of the College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, the
Surgery Ticket of the Professor of Anatomy and Surgery
confers no privilege, the lectures which he has delivered on
that branch never having been recognised by that body as
a full and sufficient course, such as is required by their re-
gulations. Indeed I have occasion to know that several
members of the College entertain very serious doubts,
whether the College ought to receive attendance on the
lectures delivered by the Professor of Anatomy and Sur-
gery in the University, as a sufficient course even of Ana-
tomy of the extent required by their regulations, in con-
sequence of the share of these lectures professedly devoted
to an explanation of the Principles and Practice of Sur-
gery ; and other teachers have complained that the College
thus allow the Professor of Anatomy to conduct his course
of lectures on a plan which they would not sanetion in a
member of their own Body.

If, again, there be any Medical or Surgical Corporation
which, contrary to the practice of the College of Surgeons,
has been accustomed to receive attendance on the course
of the Professor of Anatomy and Surgery as sufficient
both for a course of Anatomy and a course of Surgery,
the advantages enjoyed by the Professor of Anatomy and
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And farther, I may remark, every one conversant with
the science of Medicine must be aware that the branch of
human anatomy, general and descriptive, with the requi-
site demonstrations and illustrations, is, from its import-
ance and extent, of itself sufficient to occupy completely
the whole period of a six months’ course of lectures; and
a belief is very generally entertained by the members of
the medical profession here, of the correctness of which I
conceive there can be no doubt, that if the present Pro-
fessor of Anatomy and Surgery were to devote his well
known talents, and the whole time of his course, to lec-
turing on anatomy alone, and to a general superintendence
of the class of Practical Anatomy, merely introducing
such remarks on surgery and the other branches he at
present professes to teach, as may serve to illustrate the
demonstrations and disquisitions in which he may be en-
gaged, he could not fail to raise the value of his course in
the estimation of the profession and of the students, and
to add to his own reputation and emolument, as well as
to increase the celebrity of the University as a medieal
school.  On this subject, I cannot do better, I conceive,
than quote the following passage from a printed pamphlet

by Dr Tromsox, addressed to the Patrons and Professors
of the University in 1826.

“ Deeply as T am impressed with the conviction, that
the allotment of Anatomy and Surgery to two separate
Professors would be highly advantageous to Students of
Medicine,l and to the credit of the University, T should feel
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That the subject of Anatomy alone is sufficient to oc-
cupy the whole period of a six months’ course of lectures,
has been proved by experience; for the late Drs Barclay
and Gordon, and Dr William Cullen, besides other private
lecturers, who have taught anatomy in Edinburgh, with
distinguished zeal and success, employed the whole time
of the winter session in lecturing on this branch; and I
know that some of them have found it difficult to embrace
all its details even in this period. I may add, I believe it
will be found, that various individuals, among whom were
several of the Medical Professors of the University, have,
in the evidence they gave before the Royal Commissioners,
expressed their opinions that one of the advantages of the
institution of a separate Professorship of Surgery, would
be, that of enabling the Professor of Anatomy and Sur-
gery, to extend his course of Anatomy so as to occupy
the whole of the session of six months, and thus to render
it more efficient and complete.

I do not pretend to understand the exact meaning the
Committee of the Senatus who drew the report intend to
convey, by that passage of their communication in which
they assert that the appointment of the Professor of Sur-
gery was carried through without time or opportunity
having been afforded for a fair competition among the
candidates for the office ; nor do I presume to judge with
regard to the notice His Majesty’s Government may con-
sider it advisable to give, or the opportunity of competi-
tion they may judge it right to afford, in making appoint-
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to the usefulness of the Teacher, the interests of the Stu-
dents, and the advancement of Medical Science:” and,
further, ¢ that Anatomy, as the basis of medical know-
ledge, requires the undivided attention of its Professor or
Teacher; and that it is not less apparent that Surgery,
from its extent and importance as a branch of Medical
Science, demands a full and separate course of instrue-
tion.” The Committee further reported, ¢ that they would
have deemed it their duty to have recommended the im-
mediate separation of the Teaching of Surgery from that
of Anatomy, and the erection of a separate Professorship
of Surgery in the University, had there been no ambi.
guity in the import of the commission granted to the pre-
sent Professor of Anatomy.”

On the 12th September the Magistrates and Council
having resumed the consideration of this report, approved
of the same, and, according to a recommendation contain-
ed in it, resolved that, “as Patrons of the University, and
deeply interested in its welfare and public utility, they
will avail themselves of the first opportunity that offers
itself to disjoin the class of Anatomy from that of Sur-
gery, and to erect a Professorship of Surgery in the Uni-
versity,” and appointed a Committee to confer with Dr
Moxro on the subject. Accordingly a conference and a
correspondence took place between this Committee and
Dr Moxro, the particulars of which are preserved in the
records of the Town Couneil ; but in consequence, as I
suppose, of the Committee finding that Dr Moxro did not
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besides myself had made applications, and stated their
claims to his Majesty’s advisers to be appointed Professor
of Surgery, and that four had done the same to the Ma-
gistrates and Council, and that a canvass of the individual
members of that body had taken place.

I leave it to the Committee to judge from the statement
I have now made, whether the ereation of a meessurship
of Surgery could be regarded as an unexpected event,
whether time and opportunity were not afforded for a
competition among the candidates for the office, and whe-
ther such a competition did not actually take place. I
shall only add, that, from various circumstances which
have come to my knowledge, I am satisfied that, had any
delay taken place in the appointment by the Crown, it
would have been at the risk of his Majesty’s Government,
being defeated in their intentions of erecting a Professor-
ship of Surgery, and making a nomination of a Professor,
and without any security that more time or opportunity
would have been afforded for a fair competition among
candidates for the office.

In conclusion, I have to remark that I do not see any
good grounds why the Senatus Academicus should antiei-
pate that they are to be thrown into any embarrassment
as to the manner in which attendance on'a course of Sur-
gery should be required of candidates for the Doctorship.
All that appears to me to be necessary is, that the class of
Surgery should be added to the Medical Curriculum, ac-






