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LORD NEAVES 177

been framed by others, whose profession it was to express
clearly what they were employed to reduce to writing,

Nor is this great evil confined to private rights; our
legislation is tainted with the same tendency to a fearful
extent. Scarcely an Act of Parliament is passed, that is not
found, as soon as it comes into operation, to abound with
obscurities and ambiguities, which it is scarcely possible to
clear up, or which are only interpreted by means of ex-
pensive and dilatory proceedings, and at the risk of render-
ing ridiculous both the law and the Legislature. If we were
to discount the lawsuits and disappointments of fair expecta-
tions, that have arisen from obscure and ambiguous clauses
in deeds and documents, and especially in wills and
statutes, our law reports would be reduced to a much smaller
bulk than they now exhibit; and there would be far less
heart-burning and resentment against the administration of
Justice.

It is an alarming fact that this neglect or violation of
the duty of clear expression seems lately to have been
carried into the region of diplomacy. It has almost been
openly avowed, as to some late negotiations, that language
was made use of in treaties that was purposely chosen as
being ambiguous, in order to bring about an apparent agree-
ment on controverted matters where there was no real unity
of intention. Language, it has been said, was for this pur-
pose used that was “less accurate’ than it should have
been ; which plainly implies that the true difficulty to be

- solved was mnot fairly faced, but that the dispute was
- adjourned to a future day, when the treaty should come to
be carried into execution. 1 trust that there is some
mistake as to this matter, and T am certain that such an
intention cannot have been general among our negotiators,
It cannot be doubted that such a mode of proceeding is
vicious and unsound. It may have been sometimes resorted
to by opposing attorneys, who wanted to patch up the
semblance of an agreement anyhow, and who had no
objection to a subsequent litigation as to the meaning of the
equivocal language adopted. But the device is unworthy
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MARQUESS OF BUTE 385

Reformation. But in the arrangements for the settling of
Episcopacy by James VI. the place was, in 1606, conveyed
to the Archbishop, and Mr. Robert Buchanan, who had
been appointed to the Provostry in 1599, the last repre-
sentative of the Culdees, and successor of Tuathalain, died
minister of Ceres in 1617,

I have said that there is hardly one great name in
the history of Scotland which is not connected with St.
Andrews, and the mention of the Culdees is connected,
though not in a friendly way, with the chief action of
William Wallace towards the place. William Frazer,
Bishop of St. Andrews, died in France 20th August 1297.
William Comyn, Provost of the Culdees, was the English
candidate, and they claimed the richt to wvote, but were
not allowed, and William Lamberton was elected. In
the articles against him, printed by Palgrave, we find
“when the Chapter of St. Andrews had chosen Mr.
William Comyn, who had always held himself loyal to
our Lord the King and in his friendship, William Wallace
and his adherents, the enemies of our Lord the King, to
whom the said Mr. William Lamberton had, and has
been, an adherent, contrary to his oath and allegiance, by
force and stress made him to be elected Bishop of St.
Andrews.” 1 think this implies that Wallace was actually
present and aided the seven Augustinians to exclude the
Culdees, and that the day must have been 5th September,
as stated by Gordon, just a week before the Battle of
Stirling, and not 5th November, as stated in Bower, when
Wallace was in England. But if so the election must
have been very hurried, as they could not long have
heard of Frazer’s death. On 5th July 1318 this Lamberton
had the satisfaction of consecrating the Cathedral in the
presence of King Robert I, who then settled 100 marks
yearly upon the Church in thank-offering for his victory
at Bannockburn. It is interesting still to observe upon
the east wall of the Cathedral the scored lines which
guided TLamberton’s thumb in applying the Sanctum
Chrisma.
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