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with the intention of drying them up; and
sunk into tumors till their destruction was
thought to be accomplished, can feel surpris-
ed that the Cautery should be all but relin-
quished in modern practice? Or who, in
estimating the advantages of the Actual Caut-
ery as a Caustic or Issue, is not satisfied that
all its virtues may be obtained by other and
milder Caustics, by setons and blisters, and

that the rejection of the former, a the

establishment of the latter, forms no
meanest improvements in Surgery
whilst we must acknowledge that a principal
cause of its abandonment will be found in these
gratifying improvements, we are also disposed
to believe, that a prejudice founded upon the
supposed extreme pain of its operation, has
done more to accomplish it than we could a
priore have supposed. Its present extensive em-
ployment on the Continent, and the testimony
of writers in this country, afford sufficient

proof of the correctness of this opinion*. In-

* See Note A.
B 2
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cases; for there are many diseases for whose
alleviation or cure the means now employed
are as little, or even less efficacious, in some
instances, than those in use in the days of the
earlier writers in medicine; and we would do
well to inquire, if some of the remedies which,
in their hands, seem to have been employed
with marked success, have not been discarded
from modern surgery without due consider-
ation. It may be objected indeed to thesAct-
ual Cautery, that it is a cruel and a'ﬁ]l

remedy. It were needless to deny that it

has its terrors and its pains; but it is sure-
ly a mistaken humanity which would, from
such a cause, resign to hopeless misery, a
case which gave but the promise of allevia-
‘tion. “Ily a de l'inhumanité, (says Piner)
4 ne point faire usage des secours de Part: et
on pourroit bien étre cruel par une pitié pu-
sillanime *.*  Besides, the pain of its opera-

tion has been greatly exaggerated; it has ever

* Encyclopédie Méthodique, p. 854,
B 3
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surgeons of his time as the cause of its aban-
donment, and called upon them to use their
utmost endeavours to restore it.” ¢ Quin ve-
ro (says he) non operam damus, non omnes
nervos intendimus, quo generosa, Herculea
chirurgia morbos omnes domans et superans
restituatur et suo quasi loco restituatur*.”
ScurTETUS, GLANDORPIUS, and many others, la-
boured in the same field with very partial suc-
cess—its employment gradually diminished,
and, for more than a century, in this cﬁntry,
has been altogether abandoned ; so that now
the numerous variety of instruments by which
its application was effected, are almost no-
where to be seen but in the collections of the
curious. In France, however, its fate has been
in many respects different—it never expe-
rienced there the neglect it has met with in
_Britain. Diowis, indeed, had discountenanced
it inthe beginning of last century, but Pouteau,

who may justly be considered one of the

* Pyrotechnize Chirurgice, lib. i. par. 1. cap. 15.
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in the succeeding year to the celebrated Ba-
RON PEP':CY, for his admirable essay, which just-
ly claims the rank of a classic in medical li-
terature, and well merits the distinction it pos-
sesses in being a principal mean of confirming
and establishing the practice of cauterization
on the Continent *. Since that time, many
volumes have appeared on the subject, both in
Italy and France, and all commendatory of
the Actual Cautery. The most eminent of
the French surgeons are in the daily habit of
using it—PELLETAN, DUPUYTREN, and LARREY,

are among its ablest advocates.

The limits necessarily assigned to such an
Essay as this will prevent us doing justice to
the subject, and we must content ourselves
with offering a few observations on the appli-
cation of the remedy to some of the more in-
teresting surgical diseases. In following out

this plan, we might, in strict justice, have

* Pyrotechnie Chirurgicale-Pratique.
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pas été moins utile, lorsque 'organe était frap-
pé d’amaurosis. Ses efféts ont quelquefois sur--
passé mon attente, lorsque les remedes internes
et externes, les vesicatoires multipliés, les se-
tons, les cautéres potentiels, &c. avaient éte
employés sans succes *.”  The benefits of the
remedy in obstinate Ophthalmia are well
illustrated by the following case, communicat-
ed by Dr. BArDE to the Society of Practical
Medicine at Paris. M. F. 1. had laboured
under the affection for nearly six years, and
had used, without success, collyria, derivative

bleedings, vesicatories, and setons. When vi-
sited by Dr. B. the conjunctiva, both of the

eyelids and eyes, was found extremely red and
swelled, and the vessels on the cornea injected
with blood—vision was so indistinct that he
could only distinguish objects at a few paces
distant. The moxa was immediately applied
to each temple, and a seton inserted in the

neck by means of a red-hot iron. 'The most

* Mémoire et Observations concernant les bons effets
du Cautére Actuel, page 2.
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completely with the knife, and which, when
left, too often give rise to irremediable disease.
The celebrated Louis, who first taught and
practised the method of operating in extirpa-
tion of the eye-ball upon fixed and scientific
principles, considered it as the only certain
manner of removing them. ¢ Le fer et le feu
(says he) sont le plus souvent des moyens in-
dispensables pour détruire efficacement ces ve-
gétations fongueuses jusques dans leurs raci-
nes *.” The practice is followed by the first
surgeons in France, and by a few also in our

own country.

The French surgeons have recommended
the Actual Cautery for the cure of some dis-
eases of the eye-lids, as the Ectropium and
Trichiasis, but the means employed by British
surgeons seem to be equally successful, and to

the vicinity of such a delicate organ, more ad-
visable.

t Mémoires de I'Academie Royale de Chirurgie, tome
xiii. p. 838,
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dans les ulcéres malins de la bouche, dans les
végétations tuberculeuses du palais, dans le
cancer de la langue, etc. ne perdoit pas un
temps précieux en de vaines lotions, en de ti-
mides tentatives, d’excision ou d’érosion.—1Le
feu, les fers embrasés ; voila les remédes ener-
giques qu’il oppesoit a ces maux dévastateurs ;
voila les armes avec lesquelles il a prescrit de
les combattre. Osons enfin nous rapprocher
de cette male pratique; la gloire de ’art et le

salut de 'lhumanité nousy invitent également™.”

Cancerous disease of the tongue is perhaps
one of the most afflicting diseases to which
humanity is liable ; independent of the acute
and lancinating pain that attends it, the un-
happy sufferer is rendered unable, when the
disease has made any progress, to swallow food
or drink without the assistance of means which
cannot be employed without pain, and can only

express his wishes by signs. “ Surgery, how-

* Pyrotechnie Chirurgicale- Pratique, p. 238,
c
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Baron Percy only met with one example, but
in it, the prejudices of friends would not ad-
mit the application of the Cautery—it termi-
nated fatally *.

In many other of the diseases of the mouth,
the actual Cautery is the grand remedy. In
tumours of the jaws, after their removal by
the knife, it is requisite for the destruction of
roots, or the suppression of heemorrhage. It
must not be forgotten, (says Mr. J. Bell,)
that there are cases where even this horrid
method may yet need to be used, as in bleed-
ings from the gums, cheeks, palate, or tonsils,
or other parts within the mouth +.”*

Surgeons in every age and country, have
sought the aid of the heated iron in the removal
of tumours from the antrum, both as an effectual
means of suppressing haemorrhage, and a certain
mode of destroying the fungous excrescences

which remain when the knife has been laid aside

* Pyrotechnie Chirurgicale-Pratique, p. 239,
+ Discourses on the Nature and Cure of Wounds, p. 121.
c2
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same author, the Cautery was equally suc-
cessful. The removal of the tumour had been
ineffectually attempted by ligature, and when
the patient was admitted into the Hotel Dieu,
it was of an enormous size, depressing the
vault of the palate, and occupying such a por-
tion of the mouth and nostrils, as to impede
much the actions of deglutition and respira-
tion. The tumour was removed by dissec-
tion, the fungi destroyed, and the bleeding
stopped, by the application of the heated iron.
A portion of fungus appeared on the 30th day
after the operation, which in six days attained
the size of a pigeon’s egg ; the heated iron
was applied, and the eschar fell off in three
days ; the size of the cheek sensibly diminish-
ed, the patient’s sufferings were trifling, and
his cure daily advanced. On the 25th day,
however, after the second application of the
Cautery, some fungi appeared in the bottom
of the sinus: they were likewise destroyed
by the Cautery; but on the 20th day, after

the third application, a deep seated fungus
O
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they are commonly called,) have, with too much
justice, been ranked among the opprobria of
our art. When they have advanced a certain
prug;'ess, they are uniformly set down as
hopeless cases—the surgeon contents himself
with the administration of palliative means,
and, after going through the usual routine of
practice, finds that anchylosis has rendered his
patient lame for the remainder of his days, or
that the inroads making on his health obliges
the amputation of the limb (if, indeed, it can
be performed,) for the preservation of his life.
Of the different means that have been resorted
to for preventing such miserable terminations,
all are agreed, that keeping up a puriform dis-
charge from the vicinity of the diseased joints,
1s undoubtedly the most efficacious. Blisters,
~ setons, and caustic issues, have always been
the remedies in which the confidence of the
surgeons of this country have been placed—
their want of success is too manifest to need
illustration—but the recommendation of the

Actual Cautery, by a British surgeon, who has



_ .
L] = = c - -
¥ i T - >
Y " - - § 18 ; / .
- . T ) g =T el s X ® = : . .
a4 T I i =0 ] L% 11 i .
: :










31

with which it can be regulated, would be
strong arguments for extending its use to
Britain. But it is not so much the heated
iron, as the moxa, that has been so success-
ful on the Continent. BARGN Percy, who in
this affection, as well as in others, prefers the
heated iron, acknowledges his having seen
DgesavrT, in the Hotel Dieu, restore to health
by means of the moxa, two young men who
for several years had been deprived of the
use of their limbs *. Poureavu, whose works
abound in cases of this affection, after a trial
of different means, was led to repose the
greatest confidence in this remedy in all se-
vere cases. “ De tous les remédes, (says he)
capables de fondre, de dissoudre des engor-
gemens invetérés et formés par des sacs de
mauvais caractéres, le feu est 'le plus puis-
sant 1.” BaroN Larrey, speaks most decided-
ly of its good effects. ¢ Les recherches que

J’ai faites, (says he) pendant une trentaine

* Pyrotechnie Chirurgicale-Pratique, p. 280,

t (Euvres Posthumes, tome i. p. 578.
2
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fuse its aid in any other of those painful affec-
_tions of the nerves, which frequently disap-
point every hope and remedy of the surgeon ?

There are several cases recorded by authors
of a painful affection of the supra-orbitar nerve,
in many respects similar to, but certainly milder
than, the Tic Douloureux, which have yielded
to the application of moxa to the vicinity of
the nerve, or the use of the heated iron to the
crown of the head ; but the disease in which
its effects have been most marked is the- Sci-
atica, which, there is reason to believe, is inti-
mately connected in its nature, if not specifi-
cally the same as the Tic Douioureux, certain
it is, that it is a most distressing and untract-
able complaint. ¢ Le simple moxa a suffi,
(says Jourpan) dans plus d’une ﬁccasinn,
pour dissiper les douleurs ischiadiques, les plus
rebelles et les plus invétérées, celles qui avaient
resisté 4 tous les autres moyens, linimens,

frictions seches, bains de vapeurs, vésicatoires,
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etc*.” The experience of PouTEAU confirms

the assertion, and enables him to give many
cases in illustration. PERCY, as in other cases,
gives the preference to heated iron, though he
acknowledges that < la simple briilure de co-
ton a souvent dissipé les douleurs ischiadiques
les plus rebelles et les plus invétérées +.” M. La
Bissiere relates the following interesting case:
«S. M. *** Anglais de nation, agé d’environ
quarante-cing ans, fut attaqué d’une sciatique
violente, des deux cétes, et réduit au lit pen-
dant plusieurs mois, comme paralytique des
deux extremités inférieures. Le peu de succes
des remédes quon lui avait administrés en
grand nombre, le faissait regarder comme in-
curable, et on le condamnoit 4 demeurer per-
dus le reste de ses jours. Un médecin de sa
nation, qu’il trouva, lui fit quatre grandes es-
carres avec le cautére sur le sacrum. Cette

pratique tira ce malheureux de I’état pitoyable

* Dictionnaire des Sciences Médicales, tome xv. p, 141.
T Pyrotechnie, p- 297.
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Cautery, in several other diseases which come
within the province of the surgeon, such as
diseases of the Bones, Cancerous, and other
affections ; but the limits set to such an essay
as the present, prevent us from enlarging. We
shall only take notice of the experience of
some authors, of its utility in the Hospital
Grangrene.  Surgeons are almost undivided
in opinion that no internal remedy is of any
avail in this terrible disease, and that few,
very few, external applications have proved
themselves wdrth}r of confidence in arresting
its progress. “The most efficient applications
will be found to be those, (we quote the words
of one of our ablest writers on the sub_]ect)
whatever may be their particular nature or
composition, which have the power of destroy-
ing the morbid action in the sore, by convert-
ing the nerves, blood-vessels, &c. on its surface,
and In its immediate vicinity, into a dead
slough or eschar, At one period (he continues)

the Actual Cautery would have been the
means resorted to in such a case,

)

and there
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