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CROTHERS. 11

two divisions naturally present themselves, with distinctive causes,
which, although they run parallel, yet are quite different in many
respects.

The first class are the inebriate criminals, which become so by
conditions of surrounding and accidents, and from special external
predisposing causes.

The second class always begin with physical degeneration of the
brain and nerve-centers—either arrested development, or general
perversion of function and structure. They are born criminals or
inebriates. In the latter class, the criminal and insane diathesis is
always present; in the former, the neurosis is not marked, but may be
frequently masked for a long time and then break out suddenly.

Before we enter upon a special study of these classes it will help
us to note some of the general symptoms which appear to the ordi-
nary observer., As a class they are the * fast men, such as gamblers,
speculators, traveling men, showmen, patent-right swindlers, dealers
in alcohols and tobacco,” etc. Lower down they are bar-room loafers,
hack-drivers, low workmen, street tramps, and beggars, etc. As
criminals they commit crimes against property, and rarely against per-
sons ; always acting under a diseased impulse, which ignores every-
thing but the selfish gratification of the body. As inebriates they
drink impulsively, without any special exciting cause, or remain sober
an indefinite time without special reason or purpose. Frequently they
have strong mental and physical capacities, coupled with great defects,
and with more or less power of concealment. Hence they often take
advantage of all those who come in contact with them. As a rule,
they are treacherous, cowardly, and sensitive, full of impulsive delu-
sions, and governed by no motives except the lowest, and those of
the present moment. Audacity is another common symptom;
cupidity, and strong dislike for work, and general disgust for regular
living. Improvidence is also prominent in nearly all conditions.

As patients coming to inebriate asylums, they are almost always
very much reduced in both mind and body, either having delirium
tremens or are on the verge of it. At first they are extremely
penitent, and give much promise of permanent recovery. Butin a
few days all is changed ; they lapse, becoming low intriguers, exhibit-
ing a willul cunning and disregard for the rights of others that is
deplorable. They abuse all privileges, drink and procure spirits for
others, respect nothing but force, and are most difficult and trouble-
some patients. Such are some of the general facts of the symp-
tomatology.












































































































































































































































































































