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PLAN OF SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS.

17th August 1866,

Tae plan of Improvements now submitted for the consider-
ation of the Lord Provost’s Committee, is based on that
originally projected by the Lord Provost, but includes
some important modifications, the result of careful con-
sideration. The new plan will also be found to embrace
several additional improvements, greatly caleulated, as we
think, to benefit the sanitary condition of the city.

Each of the sections proposed to be improved has been
minutely surveyed, levels have been taken, and drawings
of cross and longitudinal sections effected; and the new
lines of thoroughfares now proposed have been carefully
adjusted, in order to work in with the existing levels, where
these could not be altered ; others have been altered where
admissible, so as to secure the best possible gradient for
the new thoroughfares; for it must be obvious to all, that,
in devising a readjustment of streets and lines of com-
munication in districts where the levels vary so rapidly as
those of the steep declivities on either side of the High
Street, the direction and lie of the new streets must, in a
great measure, be determined by these levels.

‘While the revised plan has, in all its parts, been the subject
of personal serutiny on the spot, we acknowledge.having
adopted, in some instances, hints from previous inquirers,
particularly the Council of the Architectural Institute of
Scotland, whose suggestion as to opening up the thorough-
fare between Nicolson Square and Charles Street has been
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block, comprising Halkerston's Wynd, Kinloch’s, Carrub-
ber's, and North Gray’s Closes, taken in general, are in good
repair; but those in the lower Closes, from Paisley Close
eastwards, are in a very dilapidated and ruinous condition,
and in Barringer's Close, six and seven storeys high, with
an opening of 4 feet 9 inches intervening between the houses,
while the houses of themselves are exceedingly narrow, and,
consequently, inconvenient, ill adapted for their purpose,
and not susceptible of being improved, were it expedient to
rebuild them on the present site.

It is therefore proposed to clear out the whole back
buildings forming these closes, with the exception of a
very few which are in good repair, or have been recently
rebuilt, and which do not interfere with the general
scheme of improvement.

It may however be observed, that none of the buildings
proposed to be removed form part of, or interfere with, the
main ridge or outline of the High Street.

The removal of the buildings in these closes will leave a
large area of ground vacant, through which it is proposed to
open a new street, 50 feet wide, forming a junction with
Market Street on the west, and through Leith Wynd on the
east info the Canongate, opposite St Mary’s Wynd. Inorder
to effect this, however, it is necessary to raise the level of a
part of Leith Wynd next the Canongate, and also to divert the
entrance of the Wynd a little to the east, so as to overcome
the difference in levels, by which means an easy gradient
of 1 in 84 will be obtained throughout the entire length of
the new street, and the depth of cutting or filling up will
nowhere exceed 10 feet. At a point near Old St Paul’s
Episcopal Chapel in Carrubber’s Close the street turns
northwards, and enters the Fish Market through the arches
of the North Bridge, and from thence, with a gentle curve
and gradient of 1 in 26, into Market Street.

Excellent building stances will be got on both sides of
this street for shops and dwelling houses, with ample areas
behind for light and air; and from the average level of the
new street being about 22 feet below the level of the High
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Close, for which purpose all the buildings on the east side
of the Wynd, from Shepperd’s Court southwards, must be
taken down, and the wynd or street then formed made 40
feet wide, with an improved gradient.

The new street to be formed through the space of ground
left vacant by the removal of the old tenements in the closes,
will run eastwards from Leith Wynd to New Street, which
it erosses on the level, and thence onwards to Big Jack's
Close, where it will turn south, and enter the Canongate
opposite St John's Street, the front tenement with the pre-
sent archway being removed for that purpose; thus afford-
g a direct and easy access to the Railway Station, or
other parts of the New Town, through the Physie Gardens,
from these two different points in the Canongate ; and give
a large area of excellent building ground along the line of
the new streets, with ample space behind the houses for
the admission of light and air, or drying and bleaching
clothes ; and at the same time, by removing the old and
ruinous tenements, raise the value of the whole adjoining
property.

The opening from the Canongate through Logan's Close
to Macdowall Street will be improved and preserved.

These alterations are not only important in a sanitary
point of view, but the new broad thoroughfares from Market
Street and the North British Railway Station, and those
from the Physic Gardens by Leith Wynd and the new
Streets in this block, will prove of great value as regards
the Canongate, and no doubt greatly revive that ancient
suburb, and at the same time provide most convenient and
salubrious sites for Workmen’s Houses in the very centre
of the town, and in the immediate proximity of the nume-
rous public Works and large Factories in this neighbouu-
hood, where so many workmen are daily employed.

BLOCK No. 3

Contains the area of ground between St Mary's Wynd and
St John Street, from the Canongate, south to the Cowgate,






BLOCK No. 4.

This block extends from Niddry Street on the west to
St Mary's Wynd on the east, and from the High Street on
the north to the Cowgate on the south.

This is one of the most densely erowded and unhealthy
districts of the city; it is therefore proposed that a clear-
ance on a large scale of the narrow closes abutting on the
High Street should be effected, and wide accesses opened
up into the central portion of this dense mass of build-
mgs. The present fall of the ground to the south, par-
ticularly towards the west, involves difficulties in construc-
tion which do not appear on the face of the plan. The
new street, therefore, which is proposed to be opened up
between St Mary’s Wynd and Blackfriars’ Wynd is con-
tinued up that wynd to join the High Street, in consequence
of its more easy gradient, in preference to being carried
westwards to join Niddry Street, which is of so steep a
gradient as o prevent it ever being used as a thoroughfare.

It is proposed to open up Blackfriars’ Wynd through its
whole length to fifty feet in width, and as already observed,
to carry a cross street forty feet wide eastwards to St
Mary’s Wynd through Messrs Oliver and Boyd’s printing
office.

The whole of the tenements in the closes from Blackfriars’
Wynd, including all the east side of that Wynd, to Hynd-
ford’s Close, with the exception of the United Presbyterian
Church in South Gray’s Close, will be taken down, and also
some of those lying between South Foulis and Fountain
Closes, and again between World’s End Close and the
houses in 8t Mary’s Wynd, by which a large area of open
ground will be obtained for building purposes, and also
sufficient space between the houses in High Street and the
fjtreet to be formed, for play-ground for children, bleach-
g greens, and thorough ventilation,

_ On the west side of Blackfriars’ Wynd all the old build-
ings between Cant’s and Dickson’s Closes will be removed,
and also some of the ruinous tenements in Hall's Court, so






11

leave a large open space between the houses in Cowgate
and this street ; and another space of a similar description,
averaging about 50 feet in width, will be formed on the
north side by removing the houses in the closes which abut
against the High Street; farther openings will be made
where found practicable between this 50 feet space and the
north side of the proposed street, leaving only some public
and other buildings standing which are in good repair and
cannot be removed; by which clearance sufficient space
will be obtained to afford thorough ventilation for the
present buildings, and these to be erected in forming this
street.

As, however, the levels of the new street cannot be made
to suit the lower part of Stevenlaw’s Close, a broad flight of
steps will be formed at the intersection of the new street
and this elose immediately below the Free Tron Churech, to
preserve the access to the lower part of the close, and also
to the back ground of the houses in Blair Street which
open into it.

- BLOCK No. 6

Comprises the Cowgate between the Horse Wynd and Blair
Street southwards to North College Street, and contains
some of the most ruinous tenements in the 0ld Town,
particularly those between the Horse Wynd and the College
Wynd, which are so bad in themselves as to call for im-
mediate removal. It is therefore proposed that the whole
of the old buildings on this block between the Horse and
College Wynds and from thence east to Hastie's Close, with
the exception of the Free Church in the Cowgate and tene-
ment on the east of it, should be taken down and the
ground cleared.

This would afford an excellent opportunity of widening
the Cowgate at this point, and also carrying out a very great
improvement in the amenity of the College and Industrial
Museum, by widening North College Street to 70 feet its

entire length, so as to open up to view the College and
Indunstrial Museum.
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houses, and the old houses of the Cowgate, would form the
bounding line of this area, and give the whole a dilapidated,
waste, and ruinous aspect.

BLOCK No. 7

Includes the space on the south side of the Cowgate, from
the High School Wynd eastwards a little beyond St Mary's
Wynd, and southwards to the Royal Infirmary.

The area of this block, although smaller in extent, is,
from its proximity to the Infirmary, of equal, if not of
greater, importance than any of the preceding in regard to
its sanitary condition ; and, from the doubts that exist in
the minds of many of our medical men, as to the suitable-
ness of this distriet for an Infirmary, calls for very special
attention and consideration.

The present position of the Royal Infirmary, surrounded
and shut up by buildings on all sides to such extent as not
only to deprive it of a proper circulation of fresh air, but at
the same time to impregnate the surrounding atmosphere
with smoke, dust, and impurities of all sorts, is by no
means such as could be desired for so important an Institu-
tion.

These grave objections might be wholly overcome by
removing the buildings on that portion of the Cowgate be-
tween the High School Wynd and the Heriot Schools; as
also those to the east, which stand along the west side of
the Pleasance, between the Cowgate and Drummond Street.
In this way a large increase of open area would be added
to the present area of the Infirmary grounds, which would
then be entirely open and free from buildings on the north
and east, leaving the streets of the Cowgate and the
Pleasance as the boundaries in these directions.

After some consideration, as we understand, the Managers
of the Royal Infirmary have resolved not to enter upon any
undertaking of this nature in conjunction with the plan of
publicimprovement. We, therefore, only propose to remove
the whole of the old and half ruinous tenements forming
the east side of the High School Wynd, and to take down
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whole line of houses on the north side of the Grassmarket
for light and ventilation. The five front tenements would
then be rebuilt, keeping their front sufficiently back as to
allow of the aceess from the King's Stables to the Grass-
market being widened and improved.

At the south-east corner of the Grassmarket the old
ruinous houses forming the south side of the Cowgate
should also be acquired and rebuilt so as to leave a broad
and open thoroughfare ; the tenements behind these from
Warden's Close eastward should at the same time be entirely
removed ; as also a number of the old buildings in Aird’s,
East and West Smith's, Cowie’s, and Gilmour's Closes,
leaving spacious openings behind for thorough ventilation.
We are informed that the whole inhabitants of one of these
closes died of cholera at its last visitation; but this dingy
alley seems to be as crowded as ever.

ELOCK No. 9

Comprises the area of ground lying between King’s Stables
on the north to the West Port on the south, from the
Grassmarket west to Chalmers’s Territorial Church.

The alterations proposed to be made on this block con-
sist, in the first place, of removing four of the old and semi-
ruinous houses at the north-east corner of the entrance to
the West Port, and other four a little beyond which block up
and narrow the thoroughfare at these points, where ac-
cidents are continually occurring.

New tenements would then be rebuilt on these sites;
while several old tenements, including Crombie’s Land, on
the south side of the street adjoining Chalmers’s Territorial
Free Church, would be taken down for the purpose of im-
proving and widening the street, and also to elear out the
spaces behind the houses to obtain air and light.

As the Vennel is dangerously steep and inconvenient, we
would propose to render it more commodious by several
flights of steps—an improvement often suggested.
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Street to the Water Gate, also the rebuilding of some of the
front tenements which now project into the street and are
old and ruinous.

White Horse Close.—The two old front tenements, which
are in a very bad condition, will be taken down and rebuilt
on a line with the houses on the east side.

Ramsay’s Close—The old tenement next the street will
be taken down and rebuilt, and the archway widened, and
all the buildings on the west side of this close, west to the
boundary wall of Whiteford House, will be taken down and
removed, so as to leave a clear open thoroughfare to the
North Back of Canongate, and a line of new houses then
built on the west side, with an open court in front, in place
of the confined and narrow close.

In Brown's, Malloch’s, and Campbell’s Closes there are
a great many old and ruinous houses closely packed
together, and detrimental to the sanitary condition of these
closes, which it is proposed to pull down and erect new
houses on the ground thus obtained, with ample space
around to admit light and air, and, at the same time, open
up wide thoroughfares with the North Back of Canongate.

Brown’s Couwrt.—The building now standing between
Cadell’s House and the tenement next the street will be
taken down, and also the two small houses on the east side
of the court, to admit a free circulation of air.

Millar’s Close.—The buildings on the east side between
this and Tolbooth Wynd will be taken down and removed.

On the south side of the Canongate all the houses between
Reid’s and Strathie’s Close and part of those between Reid’s
Close and Haddington’s Entry will be taken down, and a
new line of houses erected on the west side of the space of
ground thus obfained, leaving an open court in front.

Stewart's Close.—The tenements on the west side of this

close will be taken down and removed, so as to leave a -
clear open court. '

BLOCK No. 12
Comprises Nicolson and Alison Squares, with a portion
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its obliteration in order to substitute a wide paved street,
will surely be deemed not the least of our suggested im-
provements on the City.

BLOCK No. 18

Is the area of ground lying between Nicolson Street and
the Pleasance, from West Richmond Street on the north
to East Crosscauseway on the south, including Davie
and Simon Squares.

From Simon Square south to the East Crosscauseway,
there are crowded together a great many of the most
inferior houses in the town, many of them only one storey
high, having their access through narrow and tortuous
passages, the receptacle for all sorts of filth, and proving a
complete hindrance to the free circulation of air and clean-
liness.

In order to remedy and overcome this evil, it is proposed
to take down and remove the buildings dividing Davie
and Simon Squares, and also the whole of the old and
ruinons buildings between the latter and East Crosscause-
way, making a broad open thoroughfare between that and
West Richmond Street ; also to widen and raise the height
of the archway leading from Nicolson Street to Simon
Square, fo improve the access between these two, and con-
nect the same with Carnegie Street in a more direct line,
by taking down a number of old houses on the north side
of Gilmour Street where it enters Simon Square, and one
at the south east ecorner where it joins St Leonard’s Street
opposite Carnegie Street.

Beside the great sanitary benefit to be gained by these
operations, a direct access would be provided from Nicol-
son Street, and all on the west side of that, towards the
Queen’s Park through Carnegie Street, as will be provided
for in next block.

BLOCK No. 14

Provides for an entrance to the Queen’s Park through
Carnegie Street and Heriot Mount.
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In Blocks No. 8 and 4, the new cross streets have, for the
eastern half, . . . . X 1in 120
And for the western half, : . 1in 21
The levels of St Mary's Wynd and Blau]fﬁ'la.ra Wynd will be
glightly improved, in consequence of the increased width,
—these present gradients are, for St Mary's Wynd, 1in 21
And for Blackfriars’ Wynd, - . 1in 12
In Block No. 5, the new street, from the tup of Stevenlaw’'s
Close to foot of 0ld Fish Market Close, will be, at the
upper portion in Stevenlaw’s Close, . - 1in 12
The remainder being . : - : 1in 18%

Gradients of some of the existing Thoroughfares.

Horse Wynd between the Cowgate and North College Street 1in 7

Portions of Niddry Street, . : : f l1in 9
,. North Charlotte Street, : : 1in 10
,, Lord Cockburn Street, steepest part, . 1in 12

Other portions of the same, . - 1in 15
e Hanover Street, between Queen Street and Aber-

cromby Place, : ; - 1in 114
pr The Earthen Mound, . . : 1in 12}
2 Broughton Street, - - . 1in 13 .
» Dundas btreet, ! . : 1in 14
= South St David Street, . : : 1 in 15%
% Waverley Bridge, steepest portion, - 1lin 16
,»  North Bridge, . A : . 1in 17}

We have not deemed it necessary to specify what will be
required in the way of supply of water, drainage, &c., for
these matters will doubtless be taken cognisance of by the
framers of the bill for carrying out the proposed improve-
ments. Care, we hope, will also be taken by the Magis-
trates and Council to provide building elevations for the
honses of the new streets, so as to preserve the architectural
character of these districts, and at the same time to limit
the height of the new houses to be erected by builders and
speculators on the sites which will be provided by the re-
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Brought forward, 2,610 £242‘;915
9. Detached portions of West Port and King's

Stables, 3 : . F : 2 88 8,120
10. Lady Lawson's Wynd, West Port, &e., ST 8,800
11. Canongate (both sides), . . - . 218 14,400
12. Nieolson Square to Bristo, . - : . 1483 23,280
13. Pleasance to Nicolson Street, : : o 2 9,480

—_—

8,257 £806,995

Prepared by RO. PATERSON.

LaxDs VALUATION OFFICE,
EDINBURGH, 1Tth August 1866.

The probable cost of the whole property embraced in
the several improvements in the plan is thus seen to be
£306,995, while, as we believe from careful calculation, the
return that may be reasonably expected from the building
areas amounts to £111,071, thus leaving a balance to be
provided for by assessment of £195,923. Parliamentary
and incidental expenses are of course not included in this
estimate. The total number of families that would be dis-
placed over the whole plan is stated to be 8,257, while the
new plan provides accommodation for from 2,500 to 8,000
families, according to the height of the houses to be erected,
allowing ample accommodation for each family.

It has already been remarked that these improvements
should be carried out gradually; the work of reformation
being carried on block by block in a thorough manner,
until the whole scheme is completed.

Such is our plan for improving the samnitary condition
of the Old Town. We could very easily have suggested
more sweeping alterations, but two things we have con-
stantly kept in view—economy in expenditure, and the
preservation, as far as possible, of the peculiarly picturesque
character of this ancient City. Without in the least destroy-
mg the general aspect of the Old Town, our projected im-
provements will bring it into harmony with the sanitary






