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2 INTRODUCTION.

thinking, and prescribing! to establish the one as a
philosophical and rational, the other as a mechanical art ;
to resolve the art of curing into as many distinct pro-
cesses as there are forms of disease ; and to fill up these
simple intentions with a due variety of prescriptions.

With many, practice is made to consist, rather in
curious and delicate prescriptions, than in sound and
judicious intentions, arising out of a just conception of
‘the structure of the affected part, of its disordered feel-
ings, or of the incited vascular actions which are to be
assuaged and subdued ; who repeat, to the hourly vexa-
tion of the sick, the same unmeaning draught, and
bolus, and pill, without even the charitable intention of
sustaining the patient’s hope and faith, in the art which
teazes him. Many seem actuated by no worthier pur-
pose, than that of repeating trivial preseriptions from
hour to hour, which a few spoonfuls of a medicated
julep at given periods, could so much more honenﬂy
replace.

I would divert the young physician Hfrom this, the
specious art of prescribing, to the faithful and honour-
able intention of curing, and that in the easiest and
plainest way : I would have him admit no eompromise
in his dignified office, nor think of any other party than
his patient and himself. The patient is seldom wanting in
that grateful confidence and implicit faith, which should,
on the part of the physician, be faithfully and loyally
repaid.

And T would seek to establish this art of prescribing,
in which all our acquired knowledge terminates, on a
philosophical convietion of the power we have over the
nervous sensations, and vascular actions of the body,
and its several organs: a power which many seem to
doubt, and some flatly deny, and which all those may
be said not to acknowledge, who give themselves up to







4 INTRODUCTION.

organ is constituted of arteries, veins, and nerves, the
health, feelings, functions, and secretions of such organ,
whether it be the skin, the eye, the stomach, the liver,
the kidney, is affected by the sta.teofactmnofltsm
vessels: Thence comes disease.

Mere sensation, however violent, unusual, and even
painful, heat, (e. g.) light, motion, the tumultuous and
transient excitements caused by grief, joy, intoxication,
opium, or slighter poisons, do not constitute disease.
Disease begins when the circulation in parts and organs
becomes irregular, when the structure of the part is
endangered, or when sensation in the nervous power is
affected in its very source in the brain. These excited
conditions, then, are not disease, but the causes of dis-
ease, 7. e. of disordered organization. Almost all disease
is marked by FEvVER, and fever consists in quickened
circulation, obstructed secretions, and confused senso-
rium : sensation, and pain, and additional distress, arise
in proportion to the importance and the offices of the
parts which principally suffer.

Over those very properties which are thus disordered,
over the sensation, vascular action, and various secretions
of the animal body, our medicines have a manifest
power, even to the extremes of exciting destructive
- action, or of deadening sensation to the point of entirely
extinguishing life : and in the discreet use of those more
efficacious stimulant and narcotic powers, which we
call medicines, does the perfection of our art consist.
By exciting general secretions, we relieve the whole sys-
tem: by increasing particular secretions, as urine or perspi-
ration, we compensate for others that are suppressed ; by
facilitating such evacuations as menstruation, we prevent
universal disorder; by raising the action of vessels on
an external surface, we relieve the throat, the lungs, the
liver, the knee-joint, or other internal part.































14 OF BLEEDING.—OF COLD.

as in disorders of the brain, by a rapid throbbing pulse,
or accompanied, as in dlsordersofthﬁab&nmen, hynn
and feeble one.

As for the physical marks of that pecuha.r mnd:hm :
of the system which most requires bleeding, they may
be thus described. When, after the sudden invasion of
any acute disease, the shivering has ceased, and the
throbbing of the pulse begun ; when the skin is redden-
ed, the eyes suffused and swollen, the face bloated, the
tongue and mouth parched, the head confused, and the
limbs aching and trembling; bleeding is required straight-
way, and is of little use, unless the blood be drawn
off so suddenly and so profusely, as to abate at onee the
.rapid pulse and confused feelings, to restore free breath-
ing, and clear the head; and the only rule for its re-
petition is this, that the blood must be permitted to
flow while the oppressed pulse rises! that it must be
repeated while the pulse throbs, and the head is affect-
ed! (for the brain first feels the force of hurried. eir-
culation) ; that it must be repeated at intervals till the
- pulse softens, becomes ecalm, and subsides into its na-
tural state, and below its usual standard! General
bleeding alone is useful: topical bleeding, as from
the temples, over inflamed joints, in ophthalmia, in-
flammations of the throat, testicle, &e. &c. has little
influence, and what little influence topical bleeding has,
most probably arises from the influence of such local
bleeding, especially of cupping, in changing the course
of the circulation, just as the circulation of a part is
affected by the stimulating powers of rubefameﬂtu or
blisters.

Second, Next in power, the highest mdeed in genml
influence, is coLp, or we should rather, in regard to fe-
brile disedses, say cooLNEss: for though cold,—intense
cold,—is very useful in abating the local and intense







It OF EMETICS8.—OF PURGES.

stomach ; and the sickening effect of irregular and yet
unremitting motion in a sea-voyage, depresses the pulse
of consumptive patients, as Eﬂnﬂlbly, as the sedahﬁm
of Hyoscyamus.

In MANIA, DELIRIUM, and Fzm in hl.trn:ad ac-
tions of the INTESTINAL CANAL; in hectic proceed-
ing from suppuration; in inflammations of the liver
and lungs; in Jaemorrhagic diseases from the sur-
face of the lungs, the uterus, the intestinal canal, or the
stomach itself, nauseating doses of emetics prove the
most powerful sedatives. To operate as a sedative in
such diseases, Emetics should surely be given not in such
full doses, as, by exciting vomiting, to drive the blood for
a time more rapidly through the brain, lungs, or other
diseased organs! but, in doses so tempered and combined
with opiates and other medicines, as to produce, merely
nausea. The signs of their successful operation are sick-
ness, yawning, and depression of strength ; the pulse be.
comes slow and soft, the face pale, and the skin meist;
saliva flows from the mouth, which was before parched
and dry; the aching of the head ceases, and the flushing
of the face subsides ; the patient falls asleep, perspires
freely, and awakens composedly, with clearer senses and.
a softer pulse. Such are the effects of smaller doses of
Antimony, of Pulvis Ipecacuanha cum opio, and other
compound emetics presently to be mentioned. . . ..

Fifih, Purcss are very powerful in subduing the ac<
tions of the system by their various influences on the in-
ternal surface of the alimentary canal, which is exquisitely
sensible, of great extent, and connected by sympathy.
or, in other terms, by the sensibility of its memﬁ
the whole sentient system. 1sf, Purges have the . posi-
tive power of exciting a profuse secretion from all the
glandular apparatus and exhalent surfaces of the intes-
tines, which, as a means of draining the system of fluids.







18 NITRE.~~CREAM OF TARTAR.—ALUMN.

worms, and for various other local influences, which shail
be explained in the Section appropriated to Cathartics,
. Siath, SEpATIVES, or medicines so distinguished. be-
cause of their direct influence in repressing vascular ac-
tion throughout the whole system. T
. The first and most. effectual . of these ﬂm
NITRAS POTASSE, whose sedative powers are parti-
cularly manifested, when, by, mischance, it.is taken
instead of some ,unoffending; purge, to the amount

of an_ounce or more; the person dies in a few
hours, not: from the w;mw purging, as
after  other  poisons, so much as the universal
eoldness, | sinking. of ‘the pulse, fainting, ‘;ﬂm
pain in the stomach,  This medicine, we, mﬁ
‘want as any, extept opium; it is best given in

of enulmgl powder, Mﬁpﬁﬂlﬂmm emulsic ..

the amount of 8 or mm;ﬁm&m - d. ever
three hours, In Phrenitis or brain, fe
ﬂammatnry fever, in sore throat, mmm
rhages, it is of most: sensible use in lowering the pulse.
MMQEMMWAHW
valuahle medicine, | mmmw wﬂmﬁm
virtues, sedative, diuretic, %MJ !#‘%m
tive, it is useful t.hm:glmﬁthr whole mm
day; but ;m best given,in tthfﬁFB;ﬁ m{ﬁ :
with additions of sugar, lemon, juice; &c. “lllﬂqu Ay
- ALUMN. SUPERSULPHAS ARGILLE ET.
used in simple fever, though really and most copspicuous-
ly useful; but chiefly in hamorrhagic actions of the ves-
sels, as in Haematemesis, Manorrhagia,
It is given in separate deses from 5 to 15 grains, with the
addition of some aromatic o prevent entire sickness; It is



















24 SELECTION OF NARGOQTICS.

Narcotics, as they abate sensibility, are anodynes ;'as
they allay excited pulsation, they are Sedatives; as they
quiet muscular contractions, they are Antispasmodies. In
so much as they at once quiet muscular irritation, and al-
lay vascular action, they have great power over various
secretions, and thence they are useful as astringents ; and
by moderating vascular action through all parts of the
body, and that during a great length of time, they
prove alterative, gradually extinguishing diseases of the
constitution, and misting in tlwtmm:-ttf m!awm
and eruptions. v A o

Of this class, Opium is the mustﬁm;w:
perhaps the most powerful. When we reflect on the
uses our profession have made of these medicines, it
must excite a degree of surprise, that medicines possess-
ing such manifest power over all the sensibilities and
actions of the body, should have been used only of late
years with confidence, discrimination, or skill. Tt is
within my own memory, that opium itself has been
freely used ; and it is only now, and in the present day,
that Hyoscyamus, Cicuta, and Digitalis, have been fami-
liarly preseribed. There was, for a time, no small dan-
ger of those precious medicines being left for ever mm
rank of poisons. v

But, to enumerate somewhat more curiously the seve-
ral properties just aseribed to narcotics, will perhaps aid
the young physician in combining them one with an-
other, or in selecting such as are pecuharlymutedth&e
aemal kinds of disease. " "

AL | '

OF THE PROPERTIES, AND SELECTION OF Nﬁﬂ:ﬂ‘ﬂﬂ!

*[l

It is to be observed and remembered above aﬂt}ﬁngs,
that the narcotic property, however powerful in any
vegetable substance, is never pure, nor is it natural that







26 OF BELLADONA AND CICUTA.

finally death, when the drug is taken in such quantity-as
to prove a poison : or, if the person survives the slighter
degree of  apoplexy, or after a strong soporific: dose
of 'opium, he feels confusion of the senses, an aching
head, disordered stomach, smd*pﬂfﬁtﬂﬂﬂhhﬁh
hdadeand timba: 2001 201 slgge-modl ansoissis

- In the operation of other narcoties, no such stimulant
power can be perceived throughout the wheleiscale of
operation, from the safest and smallest dose; to the most
poisonous quantity.—Belladona, the deadly might:shade,

whose tempting berries often induce children topluek

them, proves very immediately fatal. = The child lies/in-

sensible, breathing slow with a dilated pupil; the joints
are flexible, the limbs quite paralysed, the pulse:slow,
and ‘the extremities' cold; theostomach is paralysed,
so that it ean no’ way be excited::to any -but: very im-
perfect aétion, ‘and ineffectual straifings tovomit; and
when thie child- dies,” the face is turgid’ and“purple, the
tongue 'and ' lips swollen; and:the bodystained \ with
blaek ahd purple spotsod vail sraddor b eraguie
“Cicuta Hemlock: occasions, as the first signs of dis-
order; mot ‘delirium,” but vertigo ! heaviness of ithe
senses, sickness, dimness of sight; dilatation of the pu-
pily faultering of the tongue;: paralytic: trailing of the
fimbs, and anxieties of ' the prajeordia:  If delirinm fol-
lows, it is invariably after these first deep tokens of its
- nareotic powers ; and often the secondary operation of this
drug gives the lie to all the fancied processes of excessive
action and exhausted excitability. -+ The: person, /after
having lain in a state of stupor during the first influence of
the poison, (taken perhaps by mistake for parsleyleaves, or
the root of parsnip), after rising ineonseiously from bed,
after wandering in the dark through the house, in-a con-
fused condition, after striking furiously at every obstacle,
and beating his head in a delirious madness against the







28 EFFECTS UPON THE SENSORIUM.

lusive theory of their narcotic power being but the close
and consequence of high excitement; they are visibly
and directly narcotic. it i
There is another &mpumdmm still more
interesting for medical purposes. Some narcotics, as
Belladona, affect directly and peculiarly the sensorium,
and system of the nerves; others, and most especially
Digitalis, while it has comparatively slight influence on
the brain, affects more peculiarly: thedrritability of the
heart and arteries: By the mse of this medicine, we
have it in our power, without the sensorium being in
any way affected, to lower the pulsations of the heart
and arteries, in ﬂhﬂﬂlt?&fﬂtﬂldmn IeBGRITHE s
The qualities of narcotics: are never simple, else they
would differ only in degree! But the difference of more
or less, of being slightly or powerfully narcetie, is not all =
the difference is essential and specifie. . Some  narcotics
produee a deep stupor, others a wild delirium ;. one
causes one kind of delirium, another a different species
of phrenzy ; one produces stupid. drunkenness, blind-
ness, staring with dilated pupil, slavering from the want
of thﬂ|:PDWE!,1m'.-;ﬂliiﬂllﬂlF,-' while ihmpmu under the
temporary influence of the poison, feels as if moving
through clouds, or hanging suspended in the air; as if
his head were ten times too big for his body ; or as if
his eyes were so enlarged, that no one could look upon
him without terror: And this last and singular sensa- -
tion, this fear of alarming his friends by the monstrous
bigness of his eyes, the patient distinctly remembers
when his senses return, Others cause, after a short pe-
riod of stupor, a raging madness, anxiety of the pree-
cordia, gnashing of the teeth, the poisoned person biting
and lacerating his own arms and hands, in a raving and
terrible (insanity. Other narcotics have still aﬂm
operation ; instead of the sensorium being thus exeited,







30 OF STIMULATING NARCOTICS.

p:mpmes. mdahmmpuww"qm .asm

 First, The stinnulant power accidentilly cohiiected
Mwm.ermwmn vz
Opium, is of very universal use ; thotigh it prevents e

havingrecourse to this eI i#p diseas m
Moo 2l lo dondd yrave yd Irsesmal diisg i
g hnhw"bﬁ:wpéﬁeﬁeeﬂwwmvﬂ
soothing nor anodyne influence fron opium; |

cire “sleep by its ‘use;” when/ ﬁum
strong 1" for opiuitn inereases 1Wlmm
and 'aggravates the suffering. 'In diseases of the head,

it ‘ag %memwﬁw@ me
mﬁfeﬂ@ﬁé‘hﬂﬂn iy @idedised o4
especially in acute rheum

it ettfhiony, it mm&am dyspriosadlsiiost

; A in any of these” diseasios it may be
safely’ admiimistered, it W ombining it
H’wiﬁﬁWEm, A - Acromr b
natiseating dose of an emetie. 1 ¢ dm;iwmw

This stimulant fluence ‘is’ the ' first " operation' of
optﬁﬁwwﬁwmgmuwwﬁmﬁm
with' the mlﬁ%u“m ‘thenee, qﬁwmi
inl'thie muttering delivium’ of Tow' fevers, ‘in/‘fiervious
and' convulsive disorders, and’in diarrheed, ‘dysentery,
and " other whdominal diseases:But we find /by ‘ex-
pﬂéﬁe ‘that we ean reap little benefit from the far-

ers of ‘opium, after great and vital'injuries by

bms falls! after acciderits er
after’ surgiehl ‘operdtions! “The ‘patient, being |
time /in full | health -and 'HM’%'M soeustomed
withithe use of opium; is usually’kept broad awake by it, -
restless, tossing, and feverish. We usually w

fogem: o Jxod =vitonier tn vdegora AT A



















36 ENUMERATION OF ITS VIRTUES.

its stimulant power, by combining it with
Submurias Hydrargyri, or with deeper narcotics, as
Hyoscyamus. Its truest narcotic effect is in its power
of appeasing spasms, as in tetanus, in locked jaw, in hy-
drophobia, and in convulsions, whether of the hys‘m
or of the epileptic kind.

But the most comprehensive way of enumerating the
several virtues of this universal medicine is, to give a
succinet catalogue of its various combinations and uses,
as they appear in the table of extemporaneous prescrip-

tions; always recollecting, that opium is stimulant

and cordial in its first operation, especially when
given in smaller doses, and frequently repeated, and
in those patients who have not been familiar with
the medicine :—In larger doses, and in those aceus-
tomed to its use, it is a pleasing anodyne :—In its
largest doses, it proves a deep and deadly narcotie, pro-
ducing, in the first moments, a heavy sickness and vain
efforts to vomit; the senses are buried in lethargie stu-
por, the whole body paralysed, and the patient dies apo-
plectic.

The dose of opium is from halfagmntothmegmmn
Four grains, or a little more, are sufficient to produce a
dangerous and lethargic stupor, in those unaccustomed to
its use, while a drachm often is taken safely by those who,
from extreme suffering, have been induced gradually to

increase the dose. Practitioners choose to boast of the

enormous doses they have ventured to give of this me-
dicine; but it is a poor matter to boast of; it is only
habituating one individual to bear a useless dose of a
narcotic, which ultimately ruins the nervous system,
while another, who has been less coarsely dealt with,
reaps equal benefit from a very moderate dose. There
is little merit in augmenting the dose, w1t]wut im-
proving the effect.

i


















42 DIGITALIS DANGEROUS.

given in the form of tincture or infusion, slowly increas«
ed, its diuretic effects supported meanwhile by drinking
continually of imperial, (viz. solution of supertartrite of
potass, made pleasant with sugar and a little wine), it is
so very efficacious, that I have in one week seen three
patients nfvariﬂusageseﬂ'ecma]ljrwred, the urine be-
gmmng to flow, copious and colourless, from the first
day in which the medicine was g:wen..

As an injection in Gonorrheea, in irritable Bladder, or
in diseased Rectum, it is still a precious remedy: I
have found it particularly useful in cutaneous sores, le-
prous eruptions, and scabby blotches.—The infusion for
injection, or for internal use, is made by infusing a
drachm of the powdered leaves, in eight ounces of boil-
ing water, for three quarters of an hour: For internal
use, an ounce of any aromatic water should be added to
this infusion, and from half an ounce to an ounce of the
mixture should be given twice or three times a-day. Of
the spiritous tincture, from fifteen to fifty drops; of the
powder, from half a grain to two grains three times a-day,
may be safely given.—A stronger infusion is made for
external application, in itch, leprosy, scurvy, and cu-
taneous ulcers. As an ointment, the extract is used,
rubbed down with a little oil, or mucilage, or the recent
juice.

While Digitalis is operating powerfully in dropsy,
there often ensues such irritation of the bladder, and in-
eontinence of urine, that the patient rises fifty times
of a night, straining ineffectually : hot fomentations,
and opiate glysters, appease this irritation. When sick-
ness and confusion of head, vomiting, and purging en-
sue, we must not merely moderate the dose, but ac-
tually withdraw the medicine altogether, and give an
opiate, stimulants, as warm port wine negus, and dilu-
ents.—Often, after Digitalis has lowered the pulse in a
dangerous degree, in diseases of the lungs or of the heart,

1II







44 HEMLOCK AS AN ALTERATIVE.

SOTES ; andmhoopmlg-ﬁﬂughltmfoundmw

especially in children.
Formerly cicuta was used, not as an anodyne, ];w;“_

an alterative only. Pills of the powdered leaves, con-
taining each three grains, are useful anodynes, one or
two being given at first in a dose, according to the exi-
gence of the case, and gradually increased: The same
pills repeated three or four times a-day, moderate the
hooping-cough, or cure it : The same pills, combined with
two grains of sub-muriate of mercury, given two or three
times a-day, and gradually increased, prove useful in glan-
dular tumors, in schirrous testicle, in chronic complaints,
and in preventing the increase of schirrous mamma :
The same dose gradually increased, is powerful in scro-
‘phulous, syphilitic, and carious sores.

For each grain of recent powder which a patient is in
the habit of using, a grain of fresh extract, or inspissated
juice, may be used; and in any or all of the above-men-
tioned diseases, the dose may be gradually increased toa
scruple, or even to two scruples.—The medicine should
be made to affect the sensorium slightly, and there is no
limits to its use, but the excess of that vertigo, sickness,
and dimness of sight, which it peculiarly produces: An
inspissated juice drawn from the seeds, has effects much
more powerful than that from the leaves.

- Externally, the extract or inspissated juice of the Co-
nium maculatum is used as a plaster to scabby erup-
tions, or cutaneous ulcerations; the recent powder to
sores ; afomentation of the boiled powder, or fresh leaves,
is applied hot to indurated glands, or to open cancer;
and the powder mixed with axunge, is used as an antip-
soradic ointment, which in a few days, and without dan-
ger, quite extinguishes the disease. _
ATROPA BELLADONA, Deadly N'ght-
shade. The berries of the deadly night-shade are very -
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whether it réally is‘an inert medicine, o
is so diffusible, that a small impreg
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58 VIRTUES OF IPECACUANHA.

m!pﬂmm’ly', but meﬁ‘ettunllg,m .
shock anﬂ;wﬂmbemgm by ﬂ#‘-’ dministra.
tion of a very strong emetic, -or a drastic purge, that

bﬁglﬂl:'hrﬂﬂl’lﬂ'ﬂﬁlﬂl}‘n. R v J.r1 " iﬂl f ;'}F ol
Emetics formerly so fam:huiy, mﬂ by so '
cally taken, for sick headach, or, the female headachs of

Gwhaehmmmm--m root: is of a nauseous bit-
ter acrid taste, and in whatever dose administered, from
three to thirty grains, excites the stomach to copious vo-
miting; preceded by severe sickness,  In ﬂ?miﬂ:
provesemetic, in small and. mwmm
spasmodic, sedative; and sudorific.—As an emetic,
cupmhd ia meérwmﬁemmmﬂm#
contents-of the-stamaeh; mﬂmmsm
sickness produced byme;ﬂapﬂgr b esome - fo
or in case of poison : Or wh#nnﬂrﬁrm@-
the biliary duets, compress the viscera, promote their
circulation, and to favour in dropsy the ap&rm
gitalis or other, diuretics :—This also is the emetic given,
~Wwhen,the purpose is to.empty the bronchiz of -
lated mucus, -to. promote difficult expemmm%p
prevent the more violent and dangerous paroxysms of
the hooping-cough ; , Or, when the purpose is, toresolve
indurations of the lymphatic glands of the neck, to pre-
vent the suppuration of a buboe, or to discuss a swelling
of the testicle:—This is the emetic to be preferred, when
it is purposed to stop the excited action of theintestines,
Miquhaﬂmﬁfmw@ as in mm
Jpemmanhas is also preferred, when
pose 13, ta anticipate the parexysm of an intermittent







60 CHAMOMILE.

the young and healthy, apt to excite vomiting, w
cially if the patient drinks MWE&WHH e
Aﬂmum NosiLis, Chameemelum, W
a coarse; strong, bitter taste, nauseous to almost ev
one, but to a few very acceptable. it."is by some pra
titioners substituted to the mwmﬁ
stomachic; by many it is prescri F*.-:_ﬂ t fe.
ver, as a substitute for tha Peruvian Bark. Tt *"‘ y
emplugred as a hot stimulant fomentation, but is men-

viz. as a gmﬁ&em&ia in slighter disorders of the 'sto.
mach, and ﬁlﬂﬁ-.fw mﬁb{ﬁ those afffictéd
with bile and bilious headach, or diarrhcea. A cap @

warm chamomile infusion, is a cellent eme.
tic; ‘sueli a cup of infusion, is also p r those
who ta.ke 1pemnuanha, whu, lf 1ts

active powers of the' human body; and T
way regard antimonials, thaiv as' poisons, ﬁﬂﬁﬁ"ﬁiw
rious degrees, und by smaller doses, poison partially, or
m other terms subdue, thé powers, 1011 01T
Antimonials moderate the vital actions oﬁm
and arteries, as conspicuously as they sicken ;;3
mach, or enervate''the limbs. * By sobd vaseula
action universally; ithey are the most' fe
fuges ; by subduing the intense‘action 'of ﬂtﬂMﬁ
the brdin, they clear the head in fever, and moderate
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at one time, for want of natural acidity, M ‘
inert, will at another torture like poison.
Second, Oxypum ANTIHMWMW‘
ed by continuing the same process, of roasting and stir-
ring the mineral, till the :nilph‘lt!‘ is altogether evapo-
rated, the metal oxidated, and the white fumes cease
to rise from it. The almost pure oﬂ&wm
urged with intense heat in a erucible, runs into a frans-
parent bluish glass, which, hemg mduaﬂ .ﬁf a ﬁ
powder by levigation, nmybe given in very 4
but it is found too handdnngemushém‘
use, and is mdeeci’ such as we have no
use. For, . B A "‘“i'"”'m _
Third, The PULVIS ANTIMONIALIS of '
and London Pharmacopceias, is a safer Mﬂ%ﬂ
nageable preparation. It is the result of b ‘the
sulphurate of antimony with hartshorn shavings; it
an oxide of antlmony, mmm th
lime. The process is suggested by Dr Pierson as a tr
imitation of the celebrated James's mm
tains, according to his analysis, forty-three parts of
phate of hmeeg with fifty-seven grains of lnm&
oxide: It is inferior in strength to Dr James’s M.
six grains of James's Powder being eqmvm to e
of our Antimonial Powder. This is the form of t
medicine most familiarly used as a febrifuge, in doses of
five or six grains, repeated every four or five hours.
Fourth, Tartras aNTimMoNT1, Tartrate of Antimony,
or rather TARTRATE of ANTIMONY and PoTass, is the
Tartar Emetic of the old nomenclature. It is the com-
bination of the metal with the tartaric acid, of which
the metal is susceptible only when oxidated ; it is there-
fnrefﬂtmedbybmhngﬁmﬂlm Crocus, mw,
of antimony, in a solution of supertartrite &'
part of which continues mixed with the







66 TABLE OF CATHARTICS.

the bowels, and the secretions from their surfaces and
glands. The right choice and use of purgative medi-
cines, requires both science and experience. I would
not be curious or pedantic in any arrangement of this
or of any class of medicines; yet a few obvious and
practical distinctions should be marked out, with the
view of arranging the individuals of this class, before
we proceed to enumerate their peculiar qualities and
uses.

Reflecting on the various uses of purgatives, mmenl—
lect in general, that our purpose is either, 1s¢, to empty
the bowels, and at the same time allay excessive vascular
action, such as accompanies inflammatory disease; or,
2d, to procure a profuse secretion from the surface of
the bowels, and a continued evacuation; or, 3d, to
force such obstructions of the bowels as threaten life ;
or, 4th, to support, by a gentle excitement, a regular
course of the aliment through the bowels, and a gentle
increase of the secretion, so as to enliven the actions of
the alimentary canal, and lighten those of the vascular
and absorbent systems.

1st.
SUPERTARTRAS POTASSZE,.........Cream of Tartar;
TARTRAS POTASSE ET SOD.E,....Rochelle Salt ;.
TARTRAS POTASSE, vevvsrsrsnseenss Soluble Tartar;
PHOSPHAS SODE,.........ceeeeennno.. Phosphate of Soda ;
SULPHAS SODE, .yueireransarsnnreaesd Glauber’s Salt;
SULPHAS POTASS.E, . ... Vitriolated Tartar ;
SULPHAS msﬂﬂsrj, b asduciineniss Epm Salt, or Bﬁ;ﬂ'

Purging Salt; . .

Are the choicest of the saline or sedative purges, whmli
though we use them on all occasions where purging is












J0 . EFFECTS OF CONSTIPATION,

very interesting to observe. When the fwces first
pass down from the small into the great intestine,
they are thin and yellow: but being detained some
time in the great intestine, the morning-stool is firm
and dark-coloured : if a second stool follow, it is yel-
morning-stool be postponed, the same faces passed
in the evening are black, hard, and fietid: if still longer
delayed, viz. to a second day, the stomach is flatulent,
the bowels distended, there is a threatening of diarrhcea,
and the appetite is gone. If, instead of habitual costives
ness from languor, the bowels are mechanically obstruct-
ed, from stricture of the rectum for example, the grosser
faeces being prevented from passing, and only the thin-
ner permitted to flow, flatulence is still the most con-
spicuous part of the disorder, with a languid appetite,
a sallow visage, and declining health : These are the in-
separable signs of simple constriction of the rectum;

for though there is neither pain, ulceration, nor any
kind of suffering, the patient is exhansted, and dies.
- It is to be recollected, that faeees consist not merely
of digested food, bile, and pancreatic and gastric juices,
but of a profuse secretion from all the internal surface
of the intestines. The abdomen of a new-born infant -
is very tumid, its intestines greatly distended, and this -
although the child has never swallowed food ; and there
is, for several days after birth, while yet it has neither -
swallowed food nor milk, a profuse evacuation of what -
is named Maconium. In those who have suffered ab-
scess and bursting of the intestine, though the faces pass-
mgalﬁngtheupperpa:tsofthecanalamaﬂmﬂlﬂub
from the fistula at the groin, the patient has, notwith-
standing, large stools, and somewhat solid, generated
memlyhythesmuons from the inner surface of the
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72 -~ 'WARIOUS FORMS OF PURGES

rhubarb, senna, solutions of neutral salts: PureiNe po-
TIONS, also, as tinctures of jalap, aloes, senna, or hellebore,
affect the upper parts of the alimentary canal, operate
quickly, and sweep along all the feeculent contents of
the duodenum, and ileum, from the stomach downwards;
but with this disadvantage, that in sickness, and in de-
licate or irritable conditions of the atﬂmaﬂh; Mm
and powders are hardly received before w
"These are purges used only of course in
of the alimentary canal; they are used merdy@w
and with the purpose of exciting a profuse evacuation
from the glands and exhalent vessels of the surfaces of
the bowels. s via Al Sl
Second,———PiLLs, though formed of the same
medicines, viz, calomel, jalap, and aloes, are not so quick-
Iy diffused ; are not so apt to sicken ; continue entire
until they reach the lower parts of the alimentary canal ;
are more easily retained; and are hence more naturally
administered in the mechanical obstructions, as incarce-
rated hernia, volvulus, and intus-susceptio :” and it should
be added, that pills long kept are often so hardened, as
to pass like fruit-stones, with little effect. . B
Third ———GLYSTERS, which are used on the
most trivial occasions, to procure a partial evacuation
and relief, are also of the utmost importance in- colic,
ileus, and other desperate disorders; for it is our- cus-
tom, in circumstances of danger, to operate from above
downwards, using all these forms of medicine succes-
sively ; pregeribing purging pills in the monﬂng as ca-
lomel, with aloes or scammony ; a purging draught of
tmctumof_]alap, or infusion of senna, in the afternoon;
aud towards evening, a sharp stimulating glyster, re«
peating, according to exigency, the pills or the draught. -
Thmareeertmnmreumﬂtmms, and those often the
most urgent, in which violent purges have none butthq

Fl







74 ADAPTED TO VARIOUS DISEASES.

lutions, but gum-resins in form of tinctures! Tinctures-
of aloes, rhubarb, jalap, melampodium, &c. Or if we
prescribe powders, we order some essential oil to be mix-
ed with the sugar, and calomel; or ginger, cinnamon,
cayenne pepper, or aromatic powder, tubead&edtnthe
aloes, or jalap.

In thebﬂmua,mmthedro]mml whenthrm-
mach is irritable and sickly, and when our purpose
is not merely to procure the usual increase of intesti-
nal secretion, but to irritate the whole abdominal sys-
tem ; to excite and support the secretion and evacuation
of bile; to evacuate the water of dropsy, by procuring.
profuse watery stools; to assist the absorption and the
flow of urine, by helping the diuretics with drastie purges;
we combine various drastic medicines, and conecentrate
them in the smallest possible compass; we give aloes and
scammony ; scammony, colocynth, and calomel ; or ela-
terium and gamboge, in small pills, following such
dose, when fortunately it passes downwards, with a eup
of purging infusion, or a glass of tincture. In obstruet-
ed menstruation, we give chiefly aloes, and that almost
invariably in form of pills, that the medicine may reach
the rectum, where it should irritate : And we support the
operation of the aloetics, by warm baths, and M‘ulmt
tinctures.

Thus we perceive, that besides skill in the choiee aui
in the dose of the purging medicine, the result is
varied by the very form in which it is given: It were
as unskilful to give a large draught of cold and nauseat-
ing salts on a sickly stomach, as to give a dose of aloetic
pills to one whose stomach is oppressed with bile and
crapula, when our design was to sweep nlmﬂl:ﬁm
contents of over-distended and paralysed bowela;

5 u'if'll'
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76 SALINE PURGES.

taste. The dose is, half an ounce as a laxative, one ounce
asa purge. It isin small doses aperient, and cooling, and
often a weak solution is given, after the taking resinous
purging pills, to promote and facilitate their operation.
SULPHAS POTASS/E, VITRIOLATED TAR-
TAR of the old pharmacy. This is a neutral salt less
deliquescent than the others, and more difficultly dis-
solved : it has the same bitter taste, is more nauseous
than that just mentioned, and it is more used in doses
of one drachm as a laxative, than in larger doses as a
purge, for that requires a dose of four or five drachms.
This also, dissolved in cinnamon-water, &ec. is often pre-
seribed in angina, erysipelas, scarlatina, and other inflam-
matory diseases, as a gentle and cooling purgative.
———SULPHAS SOD.E, GLAUBER’S SALT, has an
intense, bitter, and very nauseous taste, but was not-
withstanding the favourite, and almost the only purga-
tive used in inflammatory diseases, till of lﬂm
perseded by the phosphate of soda. i1
PHOSPHAS 50D, is nnothermedmna ﬁiz-
which the profession remain indebted to Dr Pearson. Itis
prepared by a complicated process, is of higher p_nmdshu
the other neutral salts, but is ineomparably better, in
being very little nauseous, hardly different in taste,
when much diluted, from common salt. It is easily re-
tained, even by those of a delicate stomach; and when
diffused in a large basin of beef-tea, or mutton-broth, or
even in water, is no way nauseous: given in the quan-
tity of eight or ten drachms, is an excellent purge.
SULPHAS MAGNESLE, or Epsom: Salt; is
magnesia neutralized with sulphuric acid. Of all the
purging neutral salts, it is the last we should choose to
prescribe, being intensely bitter; were it not, that it
purges in small doses very easily, with little pain, and
is even found, as in cholicy and bilious disorders, to allay







78 - JALAP.

rubbed down with a little sugar and cream of tartar, for
achild:—For an adult, and in cases of imminent danger, it
is given in larger doses, rubbed down with cream of tar-
tar, sugar, or magnesia, and a few drops of some essential
oil are mixed with the powder, to make it sit light on
the stomach :—Or it is given, to augment its sedative
power, in combination with a few grains of camphor; or,
to prevent sickness, is mixed with aromatic powder.
When given alone in form afhﬂua;ealmmihm :
ly mixed with conserve of roses, and given in form of
a soft bolus, that it may not pass, as calomel pills often
do, with little effect. But calomel, powerful though it
be, is usually reinforced by some purging draught, given
two or three hours after the bolus, at such distance of
time as not to provoke the stomach to reject it: Orit
is given in combination with resinous purges, with a |
scruple of jalap, with four or five grains of gamboge,
with eight or ten grains of aloes, or scammony, in soft
and soluble pills; and such pills are again followed by a
draught of senna infusion, or of tincture of jalap.—These
slight notices will serve as the theory of the several |
forms in which calomel is prescribed; and it is still
to be remembered, that as we confide much in the se-
dative powers of calomel, it will be often found presecrib-
ed in the most acute inflammatory diseases, along with
opiates, and the warm bath, as antidotes tomﬂammm 4
and spasm,. o4
.. =————CONVOLVULUS JALAPA, Ja]npr-p-m root
of a climbing plant, indigenous in Mexieo; of a nanseous
smell, and an acrid rather than bitter taste, leaving
a painful sensation in the fauces long after it is swallow-
ed.—Though unpleasant, and to some sickening, it is not
strong tasted ; and from its qualities, it is the purge most -
familiarly used, and most relied on. Given alone,ina dose
of half a drachm, it proves a brisk purgative; combined, as =
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part, causes heemorhoidal intumescence of the verge of
tem ; whence it constitutes the chief medicine in all
thusepﬂs,nrﬁncturm,whichare;dvemseddaﬂxuﬁ,
ficacious in Female Complaints. Itmfofwumgm
cine more suited to cold pale phlegmatic constitutions;
and those advanced in life, and subject to stomach-com-
plaints, thmmtheyomlgmdmgwﬂnew,hpmw
to inflammations.

This medicine is too unpleasant, toolﬁmm
too druggish in its taste, to be easily taken in powder :
It is prescribed chiefly in the form of pills, combined
with calomel, scammony, gamboge, colocynth, and other
drastic purges, with bitters and aromatics in stomach
complaints ; or finally, in the form of tincture. For all
the purposes of active practice, viz. procuring watery
secretion, profuse evacuations, and forcing obstructions,
as in hernia, &e. jalap is the preferable medicine. But
as a laxative, stomachic, antibilious purge, as a constant
stimulus to weak intestines, as a habitual corrector of
costiveness, aloes is the best we know of. The dose
is from five to fifteen grains, gwenatqnmnr$ in-
tervals.

%

SENNA, CASSLE SENN.E mu,;. $gm. '
Leaves, are annuals growing in Nubia, and Upper
Egypt, brought to Alexandria, and imported thence,
or from the Levant: though not intensely bitter, it yet
is bitter, nauseous, and acrid: it occasions griping, if
not joined with aromatics, and much diluted: it is a

sharp purgative, but is used less for any particular pur-
pose, than to scour off other medicines, and as a purge
for children. It is seldom given in powder, a drachm
of which proves purgative, unless in the form of elec-
tuary. Senna, I may almost say, is only used in forn
of tincture, or infusion: The infusion is best made, by
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.rated with cream of tartar, and combined with

32 OF DRASTIC PURGES.

climates of Furope. The seeds swallowed entire, or a
little bruised, prove strongly purgative. The oil has a
rancid, bitterish, and somewhat acrid faste, and yet the
finest is very little offensive: given in the dose of half an
ounce, it operates as a gentle laxative ; an ounce proves
purgative. It may be given floating on a glass of cold
water, when it glides over unperceived ; or on a cup of
coffee; or mixed with sugar, mucilage, syrup, and dis-
tilled waters, in the form of emulsion draught. It is
so mild, gentle; and unoffending to the bowels, that
this purge alone is unexeceptionable in cases of Fhltentls,
and Inflammations of the stomach or bowels.

THIRD CLASS,—DRASTIC PURGES.

~——GAMBOGE is the gummy, resinous juice,
exuding from incisions in the branches of a tree indige-
nous in the East Indies, especially in the kingdom of
Siam. It is of a strong opaque yellow colour, and is
used in washed drawings, as a paint. It is, when dis- |
solved in water, a milky-like juice, almost insipid, of a
sweetish and slightly bitter taste, but after a little it is |
found intolerably aerid in the throat and fauces : it may |
be ranked among the poisons, from its extreme acrimo- |
ny. Given in a large dose, it excites vomiting and |
purging, with tormina in the bowels; the best antidote |
is alkali and opium. Gamboge is seldom used alone, 11
but chiefly with the intention of quickening the opera-
tion of less acrid purges, and as a vermifuge; for it is
particularly destructive to worms, especially to the Teae-
nia and Cucurbitini.
Gamboge, when given as a purge, is to be tritu-

mel or jalap; it is particularly esteemed as a hydra-
gogue in dropsies, the dose being from three to five
grains, rubbed down with ten grains of sugar, and







24 OF LAXATIVES.

HerveBorUs NIGER, Black Hellebore,
the Melampodium of the ancients, is a root of a batl:q-. _
ish taste, and especially nauseous and acrid, in so much

as to affect the tongue with a sort of stupor and sore-
ness. The ancients dealt largely in hellebore, especially
in diseases of the head; and we also preseribe it chiefly
in mania, and still more properl}r in melancholia. In
dropsy it procures a rapid succession of watery stools;
in amenorrhea, I find the tincture of hellebore pecllliﬂ'- _
ly serviceable; and as a stomachic, it is in many cases
a very useful medicine, as a warm and stimulant drug.

FOURTH CLASS,—LAXATIVES,

Are appropriated more to the valetudinary state,
than to the cure of disease; few of them are used as
purges.

———CaAss1a, the pods of a tree gmmngmperu
fection in the East Indies, and of a coarser kind in Ja-
maica, affords this sweet, and not unpleasant laxatwe
It is a black, liquoricelike juice, secreted betwixt thir
water-like diaphragms in the cane-like pod of the cassia
whence it is named Cassia Fistularis. The juice, meltec
in warm water from the pod, and then evaporated to : A
thickish consistence, constitutes the basis of our Le
tive Electuary, as it is called, in which the gentle pur-
gative powers of the Cassia Fistularis, are sharpened by |
the more drastic qualities of the Cassia Senna. Cassia
itself is too mild to serve as a purgative, unless given
in the quantity of several ounces, a bulky morsel, whicl
would more resemble a meal than a dose of meﬂlmle, ]

Maxxa, Fraxini Orni, Succus, is anoth

 laxative seldom prescribed alone, except to very infant

It is a clear saccharine juice, exuding from this tree
Italy during the hot season, from which it is scraped












88 POWDERS OF JALAP, SCAMMONY, &c.

powders are easily preserved, and many- of those are
kept in the shop. -

I.-’ ;

OF PURGING POWDERS.

PULVIS JALAPE cOMPOSITUS, is the
Powder of Jalap, mixed with two-thirds of the super-
tartrate of potass; the trituration of the jalap with the
cream of tartar, grinds and divides the resinous par-
ticles, and makes the operation gentle. We use this
powder with children, as with adults, more familiarly
than any other purge; from two scruples to a drachm,
or a drachm and a half] mnshmteapurgatweﬂm,
mild and gentle in its operation.

A similar purging powder is often used, of rhubarb

and cream of tartar, in the same proportions; but a
drachm of it is required as a laxative, and more than a
drachm and a half for a purge.
ALOES in POWDER is mixed with Cmelh_
Alba, in the proportion of one part of the spice to
eight parts of the aloes; from twelve to fifteen grains
of the powder suffice for a dose. It is mixed, too, with
Guaiac, (the Pulvis Aloeticus cum Guaiaco), It is mix-
ed with any thing that may have a chance of subduing
the harshness and intense bitter of the medicine: Still
it savours of horse-drugs, and is rarely prescribed. A-
loes is mixed with gentian, myrrh, and sulphate of iron,
in the Pulvis Aloeticus cum Ferro, which, though a
precious combination of aromatic and stomachic bitters
with iron, and though truly a useful emmenagogue, is
yet a medicine better adapted to the hospital than to
private practice.

All the more powerful resmnuspurgesnreoﬂenm
bined in one powder,—jalap, scammony, and aloes.

s PUL V1S SCAMMONLE COMPOSITUS, is scam=
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90 . INFUSION OF RHUBARS.

for an hour in boiling water, the jug or Wi
by the side of the fire, yield their purgative quality;
and senna thus infused with a small proportion of ginger,
or with a few drachms of cream of tartar, or with ta-
marinds and coriander seeds, makes indeed an ele-
gant infusion. A small tea-cupful of any of these
proves a sufficient dose, is very little offensive, nay, al-
most pleasant to the taste, and light on the stomach,
RuuBars. A strong infusion of rhubarb,
in the proportion of twelve drachms of grossly-powdered
rhubarb to six ounces of boiling water, with the addi-
tion, in order to preserve it, of half an ounce or an ounce
of alcohol, or of spmtunus cinnamon water, is an excél-
lent purgative. This is indeed the best preparation of
rhubarb,—half an ounce of such infusion, which is at
the same time a stomachic medicine, proving mmﬂ.
fectual purgative.

I
Al
|

OF PURGATIVE TINCTURES.

- Tinetures are neither the most pleasing, nor the most
efficacious forms of medicine. There are few disorders
in which we should chuse to give our patient an ounce
or two of spirits, whether raw or medicated, at a draught.
Tinctures, thence, are never used in inflammatory dis-
ease, an exclusion which takes away more than half
their value. Tinctures are useful only when we would
not regret the stimulant effect of the alcohol, as in sto-
mach complaints, in dyspeptic and hypochondriacal
disorders, in amenorrheea, and in long-continued com-
plaints of the bowels, as in chronic diarrhcea, and dy-

sentery : but rarely or never can they be useful in ileus
volvulus, hernia, or any desperate or sudden disease:
and there are very few indeed of the tinctures, hardly






92 TINCTURES OF ALOES AND RHUBARBE.

ALOES, RHUBARB, and HELLEBORE, are ca. :
thartics of a very different quality from these ; and while

p]npmﬂnmnamuseﬁﬂasemumta,andmmﬂm
tory diseases, these bitter and astringent purgatives are

more properly laxative stomachics, and tincture is per-
haps the most favourable and efficacious form, in which
such medicines can be given ; unless when they are used
merely as laxatives or as emmenagogues, when they
should certainly be given in form of pills. The simple
tincture of aloes has all the combination that ean render
the medicine warm, cordial, and, so far as its taste will
allow, pleasing to the stomach. The TINCTURA ALOES, is
merely the powdered aloes digested in spirits, along with
a large proportion of Spanish juice, or extract of liquo.
rice, to assist in suspending the drug, and to give it a
less unpleasant taste. Of this tincture an ounce serves
for a dose, or when used as a stomachic, two or three
tea-spoonfuls, in a glass of water, morning and mid-day.
TINCTURA ALOES CUM MYRRHA, is a com-
pound tincture, formed by pouring tincture of myrrh
upon grossly pounded aloes and saffron, so as to impreg-
nate it in the proportion of one part of aloes to eight of
the tincture. -This is a strong tincture ; half an ounce of
this is equivalent to an ounce of the simple tincture: It
is the ELIXIR PROPRIETATIS of Paracelsus, and is, by the
combination with myrrh, better adapted to the purposes
of a bltter stomachic, and gently laxative tincture.
TiNcTURA RHEI PALMATI; of this tine-
ture there are four modifications ; Firsf, SIMPLE TINC-
TURE OF RHUBARB, an infusion of rhubarb in diluted
alcohol, rendered more cordial and warm by the addi-
tion of cardamom seeds and saffron.

Second, TINCTURE OF RHUBARB WITH ALOES, tihae,
ELIXIR SACRUM of the older pharmacopceias; a tincture







04 ELECTUARIES:

proper; but to have even a slight effect, mnrethnum
ounﬂe,muaﬂyhmﬂuncea,arerequned. L

PURGING ELECTUARIES. Foagig
ik P
Electuaries are to many a more acceptable form of me- -
dicine, than pills or powders; they are what nmy.mt]: .
less impropriety than any other, be termed elegant pre-
parations, if so foolish a term is to be retained; in such
a strong-scented profession as that of pharmacy. We
had best perhaps leave such pretensions to them.
huner arks
ELEETUARIUH CASSLE FISTULARIS, mh ,
pulp of cassia, mixed up with a fifth of tamarinds and of
manna, diluted to the consistence of an electuary with
syrup of roses. A few tea-spoonfuls, half an ounce of
this electuary, proves gently laxative; and the addition
of a few grains of jalap, gamboge, or scammony, of com-
pound powder of jalap, or of supertartrite of potass,
makes it an effectual purge, of which it my be t.hm
said to be the vehicle.
ELECTUARIUM CASSIE SENNZE, isa muuh
more mmphmte&, strong tasted, and druggish electuary.
It is the lenitive electuary of the shops; it contains, be-
sides the senna which is the active medicine, a variety
of luscious sweet pulps, as pulp of tamarinds, prunes,
figs, and cassia, sugar, liquorice, and coriander seeds.
Clumsy, and coarse, and druggish, as the prescription is,
we could better spare a more ELEGANT one, for it is ex-
tremely useful, and to many not unpleasant. One or
two tea-spoonfuls taken over night, or in the morning,
proves gently laxative; and when we choose to sharpen
the dose, by adding to it a scruple or two sm:plea&
compound powder of jalap, or a drachm or two of creamy
of tartar, it forms a sure and not unpleasant purge.







n6 GLANSTERS OF ALOES,
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in crowded assemblies: In the paroxysms of phrenitis %
also, and of mania ; in hydrocephalus, and in an especial
‘mamner in those who have been ﬁhﬂhcatadbj‘ehm
fumes, in pits or mines, and in those who are found in
a state of apoplexy from intoxication ; such a gl’ys‘be,t
should be given without delay, and repeated ; it is often
a means of saving life, by abating arterial &M ﬁﬂ
exciting the bowels.

But the glyster most familiarly used, the crLyster
COMMUNTSs, is merely designed to excite very slightly, and
wash out the rectum. Tt is a solution of the muriate of
soda, or sea salt, or of sulphate of soda, of common
soda, or of eommon soap, dissolved in any fluid; half
an ounce of the salt, or of the soap, being dissolved in
less than a pound of fluid. The fluids most used are,
gruel, decoction of chamomile or of althea, linseed-
tea, or water, to which is usually added, two table-
spoonfuls, an ounce, of oil. This is the injection
commonly used in those who are merely costive, who
are bed-rid, valetudinary, feeble, and who wuse it
merely as a laxative; and it is given to promote the
operation, when too long delayed, of any cathartic.

But when we are anxious, by exciting the rectum
strongly, to co-operate with a drastie purge, given with
‘the hopes of forcing any obstruction, as in volvulus, or
hernia, we resort to strong infusions of the drastic
purges, as senna, aloes, colocynth, turpentine, &e. The
CATHARTIC GLYSTER is six ounces of infusion of senna,
strengthened by dissolving in it an ounce of sulphate of
magnesia, or of soda. The ALOETIC GLYSTER is com-
pounded, by dissolving a drachm of socotorine -aloes in
yolk of egg, mixing it with a pint (a pound) of
hwtll, gruel, or common decoction.

- ———GLYSTER OF COLOQUINTIDA, is sunpfy
solution of one drachm of extract of colocynth, in K
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93 ANTHELMINTICS.

an infant : the same dose suffices of the syrupus rhamni
cathartici, the syrup of buck-thorn, a syrup which is
prepared, by boiling up the juice of the ripe buck-thorn
berries with sugar, sometimes, as in the London receipt,
with the addition of a small proportion of pimento and
ginger, to oppose the acrimony of the medicine ; this be-
ing much less mild than the syrup of manna, and apt
to oceasion griping and sickness.

ANTHELMINTICS,

Or medicines for killing or expelling worms, naturally
arrange themselves after cathartics, which are indeed the
most effectual vermifuges. There can be little of theory
either in the classing or describing these drugs; it is all
mere empiricism, or, in other terms, it is chance and
experience only, not doctrine, that has instructed us in
the use of vermifuges; and the assumption of this de-
partment of practice by old women and charlatans, is less
culpable, and every way more innocent, than when they
profess to cure cancer or scrophula, and other incurable
diseases.

There are yet obvious distinctions among anthel-
mintics, since we can distinetly perceive, 1sf, g
some, especially the drastic and mercurial purges, hurry
the inseets through the intestines, the rapid action of
the bowels weakening their, adhesion : such are purges
of gamboge, jalap, scammony, and submurias hydrargyri.
2dly, That there are others which peison the worms,
weaken cheir hold on the villi of the mﬁeslmﬁ,._ap,_ orce
them, in order to escape the bitter or other m o
coil themselves up; and when thus intwined in knot
one with another, and imbedded in mucus, thex give
way to the motion of the intestines, and are carried along






K

100 MALE-FERN.

in children ; and is given in the morning, on an empty
stomach, in doses of ten, fifteen, or twenty grains, ac-
cording to the age of the child; to the adult we give
one scruple. It is needless to speak of giving infusion

of so intolerable a bitter to children, it can be effica-
ciously used only in powder, and the powder must be
carefully involved in treacle, or in marmalade, jelly,
honey, &c. or diffused in milk, and washed down with _
a little milk : And it is to be observed of this medicine,
that it is so excellent a stomachic bitter, that where we
have mistaken the disease, the medicine is useful; and
where there are worms, while these are poisoned and
expelled, the bowels are strengthened.

Neither Santonieca, nor any anthelmintie, is to be con-
JoINED with purges, but ALTERNATED with them. Of
the powder of santonica, a scruple, or half a drachm, is to
be given every morning ; and every fifth or sixth momn-
ing, a smart purge of calomel, jalap, or gamboge.

It is not to be forgotten, that anthelminties, like purges,
should be combined one with another; a half dose of
santonica is not unfrequently combined with a half dose
of pulvis stanni, or of valerian, or with a grain or two
of sulphate of iron, or a few grains of muriate of ammo-
nia ; and on the day of giving the purge, a sharp glyster
of senna, or salt, is thrown in to aid its operation. '
PoLYPODIUM FILIX MAS, MALE-FERN.—
The root of the male fern, a very common plant, runs
horizontally with many fibrille, striking down from those
leaders into the soil. It is the lng horizontal root,
that is cut short, dried, and preserved for use. Ithasno
smell, little bitterness, a soft and mucilaginous taste ; so
that with qualities so little obvious to sense, its efficacy in
KILLING the tcenia (it is EXPELLED by the purges which
are given along with the fern) is as surprising as it is
unquestionable. The use of the male fern, has been in

J-.d‘
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102 SEA SALT.~=CGARLIC.—LIME WATER.

of the spigelia, which grows in the island of Dominie,

and is used in form of syrup, made by mfusmn in boil-

ing water.

The root of the pink may be given in doses ofha]f a
drachm to children ; fifteen grains, morning and even-
ing, is a sufficient, and sometimes a dangerous dose:
When it proves purgative, the patient parts with lum-
brici often in great numbers ; if it fail to purge the pa-
tient, or if it cause nervous symptoms, such as have
been already mentioned, its operation must be hastened
by other purges, which bring away the lumbrici, and
put a period to the dangerous symptoms. This medi-
cine I regard as a dernier resort, never safe, and not to
be familiarly used.

TaANACETUM, TANZY, the flower and leaf
next tn santonica, or worm seed, is the most familiar
vermifuge. It is a bitter so nearly resembling santonica,
as to be often substituted for it ; it is a medicine merely
popular, being superseded by the more intense and
powerful bitters.

Murias sop®, Common Salt, Culinary
Salt, poisons worms; it so sickens  them, that, like
leeches, to which salt has been applied, they shrink and
lie coiled up, ready to be expelled. A drachm of sea-
salt dlsgmsed and given dissolved in water early in t.he
morning, has often an incredible effect.

ALLIUM, GARLIC, is another excessively
acrid medicine, especially efficacious in poisoning worms,
and leaving them coiled up and exposed to the hurried
action of the intestines, by which they are expelled.

The best infusion for such purposes, is an infusion in
milk ; an ounce of garlic is bruised, mixed, and infused
with a pound of milk, and given as drink, or used as iny

" ————L1ME WATER has the same properties, and
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104 OlL.~~CAMPHORATED OIL.

ing plant ; the outside of which is thickly beset with
stift brown hair : The ripe pods are dipped in syrup and
seraped with a knife, till the syrup, from the hair being
doughed and caked into it, becomes a thick pulp;
then it is fit for use: Those hairs cause an intolerable
itching in the hands of those who ‘handle the pﬁd ‘and
when taken inwardly, it no question acts s
on the worms, for it no way affects the bowels. It is
given three tea-spoonfuls in the moring fasting to a
child, or in a larger dose according to the patient’s age;
and this (like every other anthelmintic which destroys
or weakens the worms) is purged off after the third dose
by a brisk cathartic. Some prefer giving the dolichum
at night, and following it with the purge in the momn:
ing. It is chiefly against lumbrici that this vermifuge
is used, yet it is found equally noxious to the teenia.
O1L is found to be very universally noxious to
worms, insects, &e. whose respiration is stopped by being
involved in it. Oil is a sure resource against ascarides, be-
cause, being injected into the rectum, the worms are suf-
focated, and immediately die; and oil, though not so
surely effectual when given by the mouth, yet is used
s0, being usually combined with a very small proportion
of the aqua ammoniz, or with a small proportion of |
aromatic tincture, of compound tincture of gentian, &e.
Oil, when taken internally as a remedy for worms, should
be taken in doses of three or four table-spoonfuls, or
indeed as much as the stomach will bear: Also, it
should be given on an empty stomach in the morning.
~———OLEUM CAMPHORATUM, is the last of these:
poisons we have occasion to mention. Two drachms of
camphor dissolved in four ounces of oil, makes a power-
ful anthelmintic injection : Little more than three ounces
of such a glyster is fairly delivered : It may be injected
into the rectum every second or third pight: it usu#
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106 CABBAGE-TREE.—~HELLEBORE.

pel the medicine. But such symptoms are frequent,

and have prevented the general use of the medicine in
this country; we have many preferable, and some
stronger and safer anthelmintics. The cabbage-tree is

thence used chiefly in the West Indies, where it grows.

This bark is of a grey colour like jalap, has a mucila-
ginous sweetish taste, and unpleasant smell; is some-
times given in form of powder, but more safely in form
of decoction, which is made by beiling an ounce of bark

in a quart of water, till it is of a deep yellow or reddish

colour. This decoction, sweetened with sugar into a
sort of syrup, is given in smaller doses; at first, a table-

spoonful only to a child, gradually increasing the dose

till nausea forbids the further increase of it: after pro-
ducing nausea, it purges violently, and the lumbrici are
soon expelled. ;

The VERATRUM SABADILLA is another
poisonous and drastic medicine, much commended as a
remedy against the tecenia. Dangerous in itself, it is

sometimes sophisticated with a drug still more delete- |

rious, viz. the veratrum album. The veratrum saba-
dilla provokes vomiting and intense purging; it may
be given with honey or syrup, in doses of three grains
to a child of four years old, five grains to a boy of ten
years old, and in doses of ten or fifteen grains to an
adult. This alsois of the order of poisonous vermifuges,
which we use less willingly., But with so full a catalogue
of anthelminties, and ranking among them all those

specified in the letters patent of Empyrics, there is

surely no apology for resorting to advertised wurm-pnw!
ders or cakes. y 31
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108 OF THE SECRETIONS.

evacuated, nor by any thing peculiar in the secretion,
far less (though the older physicians believed it) by car-
rying off the morbific matter of fever or dysentery, or
the arthritic matter of gout, that sudorifics are of use;
but by restoring the quiet and moderate action of the
vessels of the skin, and by keeping them full and se-
creting. All that we do know of diaphoretics, vindi-
cates us in this opinion: That morbific matter should
be fermented, as it were, to a state of maturity, sepa-

rated from the mass of fluids, prepared for peemhon,
and then secreted, is merely a visionary notion of the
old physicians, who resorted to such theories, and wrote
long and wearisome volumes on the concoction of mor-
bific matter, only from not having a simple and philo-
sophical conception of the operations of the animal
body.

- One thing is manifest, that the secretions of the
skin, of the trachea, of the glands in various parts of
the body, as the kidney, the testes, &e. never go on
happily ! that surfaces such as those of the‘ln'ethm_.m-
chea, and skin, never secrete while in a state of high |
inflammation. When the skin is burning hot from the |
intense action of its vessels, the perspiration stops, and
the surface is dry and hard :—when the urethra is in-
tensely inflamed, the gonorrhcea stops, and the testicles
swell :—when the trachea is inflamed, the patient is
hoarse, suffocating, and miserable; but he is relieved as
soon as the secretion is relieved. Secretion is a healthy
action, inconsistent with the inflamed condition of the
part; and it is to be restored and augmented, chiefly by
the soothing influence of warmth and moisture, a'.'mi
gentle operation of anodynes and narcoties. A

ly we find, that all medicines which appease violent "ﬂﬁ,
cular action, bring on perspiration; that ANTIMONY,
IPECACUANHA, and oPIUM, are our most powerful sudo-
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110 THEORY OF CLASSIFICATION. 7

2d, In the circumstances just énumerated, we mean
to procure sweat profuse and critical ; but in continued
fever already formed, we do not proceed thus: we pro-
pose to procure diaphoresis, and support a perspirable
state of the skin, by gentle means; not by opiates,
hot drinks, or warm baths, but by imperceptible opera-
tions of antimony, of camphor, of saline draughts; and
these must all be delicately administered, especially in
fevers attended with inflammation of the skin, the
throat, or the joints. In such diseases, we do not urge
perspiration by Dover’s powder, nor any other prepara-
tion of opium ; for those but inflame the skin, making
it hot and dry, and raise the pulse and disturb the
brain, the patient being already inclined to delirium :—
Far less do we urge perspiration by hot baths, or by
heaping bed-clothes upon the patient:——We find, on
the contrary, that a gentle diaphoresis, such as clears the
head, and calms the pulse, is best procured by small
and frequent doses of nitre, camphor, and antimony,
and is most favoured by a cool condition of the skin,
and by a free circulation of air. Antimonials, neutral
salts, and camphor draughts, or powders; draughts of
the acetas ammoniaz, and citras ammoniz, are the most
natural, gentle, and kindly diaphoretics, in mntlnued '-
and inflammatory fevers.

3d, It has always appeared tome, that those imense :
sudorifics, and acrid medicines, which we preseribe, not
in febrile, but in chronic cases of rheumatism, syphilis,
or dysentery, are a distinet class of drugs, having a very

different operation. They are stimulants, of a hot and
fiery nature; they require the co-operation m

baths, friction, and other stimulants, such as

internally, and sinapisms and spirituous s
externally ; and they are given in diseases, viz. rheuma-
tic and syphilitic pains, which are disorders of the

nerves chiefly, first of those nerves which are appro-
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remark certain reservations; for this is a medicine (xp-
tainly not to be used in inflammatory fever, in exanthe-
matous diseases, in disorders of the head, ner in very
athletic habits; for wherever there is intense arterial
action in an athletic constitution, Dover’s powder sickens
the patient, often produces intolerable itching, and in-
ereased redness and hardness of surface ; often confuses
the head, and after all tlnsﬂlsorderhnngsnurd:d‘ but
leaves headach, languor, and thirst.

PuLvis DOVERI, is a medicine uaﬁ:llon
the first attack of fever; particularly useful in pre-
venting the paroxysm of an intermittent fever; in
diarrheea and dysentery, it is useful, not as a sudorific,
nor in a full dose, but as a diaphoretic in minute doses;
and it is useful in chronie rheumatism, especially to be-
gin the cure. But it is a medicine never to be given
without inquiring whether it disorders the patient, for
there are many who cannot endure Pulvis Doveri with-
out sickness, vomiting, itching, and extreme disorder of
the whole frame : to some it is as a poison. : |
ACONITUM NEOMONTANUM, ACONITUM
NAPELLI, is at once a deep narcotic, and a very acrid |
poison : It causes trembling and paralysis of the limbs,
and a paralytic relaxation, and convulsive motions, of
the countenance. In regard to the stomach and bowelql |

‘its operation is very rude, causing vomiting, purging,

and a painful swelling of the tongue and fauces. It
leaves a strong impression of acrimony on the tongue,
and from its nauseous smell, and very peculiar taste, wn?
refer it at once to the class of acrid narcotic poisons.
The dried leaves are perhaps the best form; the extract
is most commonly used ; the tincture (made by infusin,
one part of the dried leaves in six parts of aleohol) is a
very safe form, and, like the infusion of other narcotics,
is given in doses of fifteen drops, three or four times a-







114 SASSAFRAS —AMMONIA.

thirty or forty grains in the twenty-four hours ;—or the
same dose, viz. half a drachm of the resin, may be so

divided into pills, as to be taken in the course of the

day ; and this last is the most manageable form of pre-
seription, since it allows of combinations of guaiac with
opium, with Dover’s powder, and with antimonials.
SASSAFRAS is a tree of America and the
West Indies, having a strong, not unpleasant smell,

and an aromatic taste, somewhat acrid. The wood,

root, and bark, are all used, but chiefly the wood, in
chips. It is best used in infusion, or decoction, and
chiefly in combination with other woods of the same
stimulant qualities. It is stimulant and heating; ex-
cites a gentle perspiration; is peculiarly useful in rheu-
matism, gout, syphilis, and amenorrheea: and in herpes
and cutaneous sores. It is seldom used alone; the best
and most usual combination is that formerly entitled
Decoction of the Woods, viz. one part of the root of
sassafras, three of chips of guaiac, with a proportion
of dried resins and liquorice root, boiled in water.
Ammonia. The Carbonate of Ammonia
has been mentioned as an antispasmodie, perhaps it
should have been arranged as a stimulant: By its sti-
mulant power, it enforces the operations of the more
acrid sudorifics, and is most appropriated to that species |
of rheumatism which is attended with a para.lyttc-delu-i
lity of the limbs. il
These are the acrid sudorifics, used in chronic dis-
eases ; but for gentle diaphoretics, such as may, without
heating the system, be given in febrile and exanthema-
tous diseases, and in inflammations, we use only saline
draughts. The chief of these, celebrated as a g
diaphoretic and febrifuge, is the ACETAS AMMONLE LI=
qUIDUS, or Spiritus Mindereri.







e e T S

116 WHITE WINE AND MUSTARD WHEY.

This is especially our practice in the fever of
boys and girls, a fever produced by fatigue, ael:uig on
the delicate and irritable system in youth.

To assist the operation of diaphoretics, the Serum
Lactis Vinosum, White Wine Whey, is rarely omit-
ted ; and to promote the operation of the more power-
ful sudorifics, of Guaiac, Sassafras, and Aconite, in
chronic rheumatism, lues, and paralysis, we use a more
powerful stimulant, which not only fills the vessels, but
excites them,—the sERUM LAcCTIS SINAPINUM, Mustard
Whey.

OF DIURETICS.

Tue secretion of urine is perhaps the most uninter-
rupted, and the most essential to health: Its varieties
afford the most unerring indications of the eondition of

the system; and the defect of this secretion brings on, |
or at least accompanies, the most afflicting diseases,
which are remedied the moment this secretion is regu- |

lated and perfectly restored.

The medicines by which we have it in our power to
affect this secretion, are numerous; but it is obvious,
that diureties eannot be so uniform in their effects, nor
so easily and simply prescribed, as emetics, purges, or
even diapheretics. Many are often combined in one
preseription, and various forms of diuretics, and various
drugs, are brought to aid each other; and often, while
looking for a happy effect from these, we find it neces-

sary to give a favourable impulse to a sluggish and op-

pressed system, by the interposition of emeties, and of
drastic, and, as they are termed, hydragogue purges, nf
gamboge, jalap, &c.

The purging the system of superfluous watery eﬁ
fusion, is a more difficult and uncertain process than

==






118 TWO CLASSES OF DIURETICS.

disorder, the secretion of urine becomes imperfect; when
dropsical collections begin to oppress the viscera, and to
distend the cellular substance ; when, in spite of the lan-
guor attending incipient dropsy, the patient begins to
breathe with difficulty ; when next he tosses, and cries
out with indescribeable anxiety ; when, no longer able
to breathe in bed, he sits up all night long, his belly
tense, his ankles swollen, his face pale, emaciated, and
hippocratie, the urine high-coloured, thick, and scanty,
the pulse quick, and often very heavy and strong,—the
system is going to ruin! all parts of the structure suf-
fering ! all the living powers subsiding ! and the person
is to be saved only by restoring the secretion, and we
must, without loss of time, ply all our powerful drugs.

These, then, constitute two distinet purposes, and
this order of medicines naturally divides itself into two

classes, corresponding with the gentlg and the drastic
among cathartics.

15¢.
NITRAS POTASS.E. SUB-CARBONAS SODE.
SUPERTARTRAS POTASSE. SUPER-CARBONAS ru‘rm.%
ACETAS POTASSE. SUPER-CARBONAS SODUE. :

SUB-CARBONAS POTASS/E. SPIRITUS (BTHERIS NITROSL ~:

: “

These form a class of diuretics appropriated to the
more ordinary occasions of nephritis, gonorrheea, irrita-
bility of the bladder, &c. and requiring the aid of th
most gentle diluents only, as whey, mucilaginous and oily
drinks, soda water, imperial or dilute solution of ;
of tartar; and these prescriptions are often conjoined
with opiates, to facilitate the transit of calculous con-
cretions, to soothe disorders of the bladder, or to M
(as ﬂley do contribute to cure) gonorrheea.
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120 OF SALINE DIURETICS,

those are, Nitras Potasse, Supertartras Potasse, and
Acetas Potasse. : {
NITRAS POTASSE, or the neutral salt ob-
tained by saturating kali with nitric acid, has the bitter
taste common to all neutral salts, with the peculiar qua-
lity of leaving a sense of coolness upon the tongue, and
a kind of sharpness. Nitre, in large doses of four or
six drachms, or when taken by mistake for purging
salts, causes intense pain of stomach, sickness, vomiting,
discharge of blood upwards and downwards, frequent
fainting, extreme coldness, and death ; and smaller, me-
dicinal doses, from ten grains to a scruple, produce, if
repeated at short intervals, the same pain in the stomach ;
to prevent which, much dilution is required.

The virtues of nitre as a sedative have been already
mentioned ; as a diuretic it is powerful, yet gentle, and
peculiarly adapted to inflammatory diseases, and affec-
tions of the kidney itself. It is the common preseription
in calculous complaints, in nephritis, in inflammation of
the bladder, and in gonorrheea. It is best gwm in fre-
quent small doses, from six to eight or ten grains, three
or four times a-day ; and along with it we give diluting
fluids, as whey, lemonade, imperial, i. e. a dilute and
sweetened solution of cream of tartar and water. Itis,
in my estimation, a useful, but by no means a very
powerful medicine, one very little suited to the cure of
ascites, or to any general disease.

SUPERTARTRAS POTASS.E, I ha?e hlthﬂ'tq
mentioned only as a sedative: it is a useful laxative, but
an invaluable diuretic, since it is in itself powerful, and
makes a pleasing drink, which aids the operation of all
the other more powerful diuretics; and often, when
more irritating diureties fail, we find this gentle and
pleasing medicine succeed.
| CreamofTartarmnevertoheonuttedmmta, |

B
-






122 OF SODA AS A DIURETI.

ha]fadmhmtoadmhm nrmure,mpentedthmw
four times a-day. B

This salt is best made, by directly saturating potau g
with vinegar ; and the best prescription is, by saturating
from two drachms to half an ounce of potass with vine-
gar, and diffusing it in any vehicle: In short, the ace-
tate of potass is given as every other neutral salt is, and
proves at once an effectual purge, and a powerful diu-
retic. Its operations are promoted by dilution, by lemon-
ade, imperial, and spiritus cetheris nitrosus : Or it is dif-
fused in almond emulsion, whey, milk and water, &c.
Like nitre, it is peculiarly proper in inflammatory dis-
eases of the kidney, bladder, or urethra; but in dropsy,
it is effectual, beyond all other salts, in procuring a flow
of urine,

These three, viz. NITRE, CREAM of TARTAR, and DIU-
RETIC SALT, are very valuable, and, when combined
rightly with the more powerful diuretics of the vege-
table tribe, as Digitalis, are irresistible; unless when
the liver is greatly diseased, or the health utterly ruined,
or when the dropsy proceeds from hydatides.

Next to these, we must mention certain diuretic salts,
which the fashion of the day has made far too familiar
with all classes of people. The debauched youth, the
valetudinary, the hypochondriac, and especially the
calculous patient, take, ad libitum, of the aerated solu-
tions of the alkalis as daily drink, not without frequent
ruin to the stomach, and intolerable irritability of the
urinary passages.

- The medicines I mean are the alkahs, Potassa, and
Soda.—SUBCARBONAS POTASS.E, the mild vegetable alkali,
is perhaps the oldest form of diuretic salt ; for the ashes
of wormwood, salt of wormwood, ashes of broom, &ec.

were only aukward ways of procuring and preseribing







124 ABUSE OF DIURETICHN.

super-carbonated solution of soda, made in like manner
by the help of Nooth’s machine. The proportion of
alkali is slight; the proportion of carbonic gas makes
the liquor brisk, refreshing, and exhilirating ; with some
it is actually intoxicating. Though it is not diuretic in
that degree, to pmveofspemalusemdrmmngnway
the waters of dropsy, it is, as a gentle diuretic, useful
in nephritis, in slighter complaints of the bladder, in
gonorrheea, and in calculous complaints ; though it can-
not act as a solvent, it assuredly proves anodyne.

This is a truly fashionable medicine, drunk as profusely
by young gentlemen, having no ailment under heaven,
save idleness, intemperance, and frequent intoxication,
as by those who are diseased ; and is in as great request
in coffee-houses, fruit-shops, and taverns, as ice. The
hypochondriae, the nephritie, the dissolute, equally use
it; and such pernicious excess in the use of diluents,
and saline diuretics, we see daily producing the most
unpleasant consequences, debility of stomach, and irri-
tability of the urinary organs,

Used discreetly as a medicine, it alleviates the pains
of caleulus, and cures the less formidable disorders of the
kidney and bladder. But I protest, that I know of no
greater folly, that that of continuing to take medieine as
common drink.

The SPIRITUS ETHERIS NITROSL—The
Sweet Spirit of Nitre, is much resorted to in nephritic dis-
orders, and in those exanthematous diseases, as Scarla-
tina, which so often in children, during the epidemics
- of particular seasons, terminate in anasarca. It is ex-
cellent for promoting the operation of more puwmfd

slight fevers; it is particularly prescribed in ambna'.
almond emulsions,

Dicitaris, whose narcotic powers we







126 COLCHICUM.—~SQUILLS.

fainting and extreme lowness of pulse, it must be witht
drawn, and the patient restored by the meofwnim .
wine and opiates. :
CoLcHICUM AUTUMNALE, or Me:ﬁnw‘
Saffron, a bulbous root with stringy fibres, is reputed a
very powerful, and certainly must be, a very acrid diu-
retic; but it is little used, and thence seldom prepared
in this country. Our opportunities, or temptations to
use it, are very rare: it is so acrid as to oecasion a burn-
ing heat in the stomach and fauces, tenesmus, and
strangury : it seems to be that medicine, which ap-
proaches nearest of the vegetable tribe to the operations
of cantharides. 1In the early season it is extremely acrid,
ip the end of autumn almost inert: The syrup of the
colchicum is the only officinal preparation, and is some-
tunesgvenmdnsesfromadmchmtoannmmem_

dropsy.

SCILLA MARITIMA, Squill, alargehulhoua'
root, is indigenous in Spain and Portugal, and in
Syria. It is of a fleshy texture, consisting of reddish,
and thin flakey scales, with a whitish acrid juice, of
extreme acrimony and pungency, exciting salivation
and sickness from its acrid principle. So great is its
acrimony, that there is no secretion it may not be said
to affect: it excites vomiting in larger, and purging in
smaller doses ; urine, expectoration, and salivation, when
given slowly ; and when externally applied, it actsasa
blister : Though chiefly used as an expectorant, it must
be recorded here in its order as a diuretic.—In dropsy it
1s used along with other remedies in a solid form, in pills,
combined with calomel ; the pills, conveying usually a
grain of calomel with three of dried squills, are given three
or four times a-day. Sometimes this combination aug-
ments the secretion of urine, and moderates the pulse:
But it is my persuasion, that the process of drying squill
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———JUNIPERUS COMMUNIS, is a shrub, all
parts of which, wood, bark, and bud, and berry, have
diuretic effects. The berries abound most in that essen-
tial oil, in which this quality resides, viz. 2 warm sti-
mulant, and aromatic oil, combined with a bitterish
sweet, which is yet not pleasant. The juniper berry is
what gives the distinguishing flavour to gin, and it com-
municates, at the same time, the diuretic quality ; but
this is a poor apology for using ardent spirits in dropsy;
which, by exciting too much, stop the secretion. Juni-
per berries infused in boiling water, cooled, sweetened,
and acidulated, make an excellent drink in dropsy.

These are the powerful diuretics and hydragogue
purges best suited to ascites and universal dropsy. But
local disorders of the kidney, bladder, and urethra, de-
mand a different tribe of medicines, which, though men-
tioned with strict propriety here, are hardly diureties :
They affect rather the manner in which the urine is de-
livered, than the actual secretion, and might be almost
as aptly arranged under the title of stimulants as of diu-
retics. They are cantharides, turpentine, balsam of co-
paiva, &e. '

LyTTA VEsICATORIA, Cantharides, Spa-

nish Flies, are not so conspicuous for the diurétic powers,

for I have never observed them to procure a secretion

of urine, so profuse or instantgneous as to entitle the
medicine to rank with diuretics; but for their sin-
gular influence in those diseases in which diureties
are most required, especially in local affections of the
urinary passages.—First, it is due to the young phy-
sician to warn him, that this medicine is more a sti-
mulant than a diuretic; a dangerous stimulant, pro-
ducing, by irritation of the alimentary canal, vomit-
ing, severe griping rather than purging, tormina like
those of poison, and bloody stools, frequent calls, or ra-
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132 VARIOUS PRODUCTS OF TURPENTINE.

pounds or pints of water, are put into a copper alembi
upon applying heat, the oil and water come over to..
gether, and what remains behind is resin. The s
of turpentine used for this process, makes htt.le
ence in the product. The turpentine proeuredﬁmtht
larch, is that termed Venice Turpentine, and preferred as
purer; that procured from the pinus abies, or the pinus
sylvestris, is the common turpentine ; that from the 1ii~
nus balsamea, is the Canadian balsam ; the essential oil
procured by distillation, is still the same, oil oftm?em
tine. :
As for the resin which remains behind, its various
aspects are determined by the manner in which the pro.
cess is concluded : If, with the addition of vinegar, i
be distilled to dryness, it is common resin, or eulo-
phony ; if, being mixed towards the end of the process
with boiling water, so that part of the water incorporates
with it, it becomes yellow resin ; if melted and strained
through linen, it becomes Burgundy pitch. '
Those are the forms of the resin of turpentine, ac |
cording as it is more or less tainted with empyreuma, o |
other impurities. But the essential oil of mrpentme ‘
still the same: It is the essential oil that is as |
a diuretic, a stimulant, and a rubefacient. Its use as : £
diuretie, is like that of cantharides, much limited to lo.
cal diseases of the bladder and urethra; it is especially
‘useful in nephritis, in lumbag'ﬂ, and in various species of ;
rheumatism. It may be given in draughts of tw =u'__'-‘__.f
thirty, or sixty drops, repeated twice or thrice a |
“but never without a profusion of diluents. I ﬂnd

paralysmof the bladder, in women after labodnuu

|
and it is useful in paralysis of the lower extremities, in
dropsy, and in diseases of the bladder. 'W'iuIEn en-
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136 SECRETION VARIED BY DISEASL.

upwards and downwards in the trachea, with Bﬁl
roxysm of coughing.—Third, Thethinmdneﬂd '
proceeding from all the exhalents of the inner m
of the trachea and bronchiz, from the whole 8
rian surface.—Fourth, The yellow, nam:ﬂ,mp
or muco-purulent discharge, from an ahmlieﬂ nml
rated trachea. titiwad od
Disease alone produces expectoration, aﬁd: ‘we mu
trace the progress of disease, and know how it affects thi
secretion, before we can use the various remedies skil-
fully : Diseases of the glottis, trachea, and bronchiz, as-
sumeadiﬂ'ﬂ'entnspecthlanydiﬁ'mtpeﬁoﬂ:fmi
First, When in a young and healthy person,
tmcheammﬂamed,whethermmenalea,wmmﬁmd
ryza; the whole lining membrane being distended, ti
secretion of mucus is entirely interrupted ; ﬂ:gm is
ringing and clangorous, as if the patient breathed through
a brazen tube; a thin wnmdwblsﬁumthe‘tlﬂ%
face of the Schneiderian membrane, occasioning frequent
sneezing while it titillates the nostrils, mdmnm:ﬂ&y
ringing cough while it trickles along the trachea ; and a
the inflammation flits from one part of the surface te
another, the sneezing or the cough prevail. Tl-usin he
form, and these the symptoms of recent cold in y g
and healthy constitutions ; an inflammation mﬂ
exudation, which flits from pmnttopmntﬁ'them
derian membrane, from the nose to the throat, and fic
the throat again to the nose, all in a few hours, passing
occasionally down into the lungs. . ’-'-.u
Second, When this inflammatory m of t
trachea is intense, the surface is dry ﬁnmm
secretion, and the vascular action is such as to th
out a thick, firm, tenacious, mucous exudation, aso
hwm the irritable trachea of children; the

hmwﬂmﬁm, 1thmamupy













140 ASTHMATIC PAROXYSM.

comes an asthma, and thus it happens: In the evening,
the patient seems to himself to have e::pectonﬂad,; ."*;
has no uneasy feeling to warn him of his d
he lays him down to sleep; puhapaheﬂuhi ai'
oppression at the pracordia, and is conscious of a ﬁﬂ :
wheemlgmlusbreathm§ In fact, the thickened muc 1
isall the while obstructing the glottis, thespmmliM'
sibly increasing, and at midnight, at two or three in the
morning, he is awakened from sleep gasping for breath,
drawing in the air with a slow, hissing noise, staring about
him with the sense of suffocation, starting from bed,
and struggling in great agony. After half an hour or
more of laborious breathing, he begins to cough; small
particles of firm, compacted mucus, are bolted up; |
much anxiety and incessant coughing follows; at last
the coughing forces up the mucus, while a serous exu-
dation, caused by the working of the lungs, dilutes it, |
and the paroxysm of asthma is resolved by a profuse
discharge, first of globular, and then of thin and glairy
mucus; and from six to ten in the morning, he enjoys

.’-.-u-i-:-,ﬂ

‘a blessed repose after his hour of agony. Yet he awa-

kens exhausted, bathed in sweat, and with an oppressive
headach and languor. Thus the state of the mucous
secretion, which constitutes chronic catarrh in our cli-
mate, constitutes mucous or chronic asthma in' the sum-
mer season, and in warmer countries. ' i

It belongs to another place, to investigate the eondi-
tion of the glottis, trachea, and lungs,—to
the express state of those parts, when theglnﬁi!, |
earo glandulosa of the rima glottidis, is thlckmal
coverably into a diseased consistence, with s
bmﬂung,mdhsungnmae,asthemrmth& 1".“;_: :
how the surface is inflamed universally during se 1
effusion! how the glands are relaxed when they
out that profusion of glairy mucus, which s

-













144 OF MUCO-PURULENT COUGH.

gun when he goes to bed; the torpor of fatigue, heat,
and natural sleep, taking off all irritation, the mucus
accumulates, and in the same proportion the spasm of
the glottis increases ; and when he awakes, it is in ex-
treme terror, with indescribeable anxiety of the praecor-
dia, and a hissing noise in breathing: he sits up,
struggles as for life, gasps, breathes laboriously, at last
begins to expectorate, and, by expectoration, the fit
closes towards morning, when the patient lays himself
down to a disturbed sleep. .
Fifth, The MUCO-PURULENT, or mixed
is that produced by reeent cold, combined with chronie
catarrh : Itisan expectoration of thick yellow mueus, of &
saltish or sweetish taste, involving in it globules, or masses
of the thick grey mucus. This kind of expectoration is
not unfrequent, especially among the labouring part of
society, even in the prime of life; it is attended oceca-
sionally with all the kinds of difficulty just enumerated :
it takes place chiefly in the moming and evening, is
very profuse, and as the expectoration is tough, tena-
cious, and as if adhering to the surface of the trachea, it
is brought up with severe coughing, a screeching noise,
a sense of suffocation, and a degree of impatience. The
slightest aggravation of the rheumy or inflamed state of
the trachea, brings on a degree of asthmatic difficulty,
or actual asthma; and the excitement of frequent or
violent coughing, causes an increased serous exudation,
with a tickling cough, which continues after the mass
of mucus and purulent sputum has been expectorated.
We shall be surely better able to select the proper
medies, and to estimate their properties truly, after re-
flecting on these various forms of expectoration, and the
various difficulties and distresses arising ﬁ'omndinﬁ
condition of the trachea. There is no part of the
chinery of the human body, nor indeed of the animal












148 OF OPIUM AS AN EXPECTORANT.

Lesser doses of an emetic, nmatmueﬂaﬁeremy
crisis, suspend the cough; and for this purpose ;
doses, six or eight grains of the pulvis ipecacuanhae euﬂ{
opio, or a grain of ipecacuan, in any absorbent
given morning, mid-day, and evening, often has a re.
markable effect in suspending cough and curing it; in
so much, that a few grains of Dover’s powder taken fi
quently during the day, has become a popular remed
Small doses of antimonial wine, in any mucilaginous
hicle, conjoined with an opiate, have the same hapy
effect. '

5
el i i)

o ———0r1vM, the uses of which as a stimu
lant, narcotie, and diaphoretic, are already dmrbed,
gwen with a difference, when used as an expectora
in which tribe it well deserves a place, as perhaps th
most powerful ! for by delaying expectoration it PRo
MOTES it.—Opium is given with this difference, that
instead of being exhibited in powder, it is best preseril
ed in a mixture, or linctus, as it is called, combined with
mucilages, oils, spermaceti, and liquorice. Its effects
seem indeed to be very various, for it invariably ap- |
peases the cough and suspends it, by virtue of which §
effect, the thin and serous rheum is so thickened, ¢ { |
the air has influence upon it. Opium seems aho 0 I
have an intrinsic power of rendering the mucous secretio: 1 |
more viscid, perhaps by the same virtue w]nch ables |
opium to suspend all other secretions: it _]emm at --fj,l ‘
same time, that irritability and spasm which at once
renders the breathing difficult, and the expectoration
imperfect.
Severe cough seems to be a compound disorder, vi
lent in proportion to the thinness of the rheum, the i
ritability of the glottis, the viscidity of the mucus, an
the degree of spasm which is sometimes excited by that
viscidity of the mucus, and sometimes by intensity an

- £ |-
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150 INHALATION OF VAPOUR.

the child’s life is manifestly endangeral, by glﬂng
in gradually augmented doses. 9
Cicuta is still more particularly the medicine of ou
choice, in that sad condition of the glottis, which w
often witness in coarse and vigorous men, farmers, horse-
jockies, fox-hunters, and sea-faring men :—Being con-
tinually exposed, and always neglecting their colds, t
ﬁrstpemewet]mdmeasenftheg]omsbegmb}'ah ski.
ness of voice ; they next lose the voice altogether, which
degenerates into a whisper; next, they feel frequmt p ‘
pression, and asthmatic difficulty of breathing, from t
increasing disorder of the mucous membrane of ftl ]
glottis ; and finally, die of asthma, the glottis and caro |
|

glandulosa being thickened to the consistence of leather.
—In such disease, along with frequent blisters or issues b

the sides of the throat, a course of Cicuta, combined with
calomel, is our only recourse, often an umvm]m,g one.
The use of camphor, as an expectorant, is very amilia
in sore throats, hoarseness, and cold, and it is adminis-
tered in the form of draughts, or of linctus, as a sort of
emulsion, with syrups, balsam of Tolu, nitre, or squills.
3d, INuavLaTIO, Vaporis Aqua Ferventis,
Fumi Aceti, Vaporis (Etheris Sulphurici, Fumi Nico
tiana, vel Stramonii. In recent and severe colds, wit
a thin serous rheum, and great irritability of the trachea
in hoarseness, or the inflamed and thickened
the glottis, no remedy is more successful, than t]l& inhe
lation of the fumes of the warm water, which the p:
may draw through Mudge’s inhaler, or from the s
of a tea-pot, filled very sparingly with bmhng,watm' ; th
body of the tea-pot, on account of its heat, being w
in flannel.—Though we speak of demulcents, nnd
scribe oils and mucilages for this purpose, theﬂ:
truth no true demulcent, except the steam of v :

ter, for that pervades the whole internal surﬂaqes &1 {
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" the pilul scillitice of the pharmacopeeias be an excel-

152 OF SQUILLS AND AMMONIACUM.

the secreting surfaces of the trachea and lungs ; and from
their qualities it may easily be imagined, that these must
constitute the basis of our pectoral pills, our everlasting
prescriptions for ihcurable defluxions and chronic ca-
tarths ; while the sickening and sedative medicines, the
emetics and opiates, are more fitted to suspend the in- i
tensity of active and recent diseases. :
The diuretic power of squills we have already men-
tioned ; it is a harsh medicine in taste and in quali-
ties, whether as an emetic or as an expectorant. The
dried squill, rubbed down with sugar and camphor,
is prescribed as an expectorant, in moderate doses of two
or three grains four times a.day, followed by opiates
at night: a form of prescription esteemed especially
useful in the aggravated state of chronic catarrh. When
conjoined with camphor or ammoniacum, in form of pills,
they should always be of a soft consistence: Though

lent prescription, yet becoming hard, they become in-
effectual : they should be recently prepared. .
The VINEGAR OF sQuILLS, in which the extreme
acrid bitter of the squills is combined with intense aci-
dity, is a very forbidding medicine, and fitter to exhibit
the emetic than the expectorant power of squills; yet it "
is often prescribed, and especially to children. It is
often added to pectoral juleps, and mucilaginous mix-
fures, ¥
AmmoNiacuM, of a yellow colour, and
nauseous, sweetish-bitter taste, is a green resin hrought
us from the East Indies, and highly reputed half a N
tury ago, as a pectoral medicine—Like most stim
drugs, it affects the bowels gently, and promotes
spiration, urine, and all the secretions, when given in a
full dose. 1t is used also in chlorotic amenorrhcea,
in catarrh—I have not been able to perceive, that its.
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154 @F DEMULCENTS.

obtained by laying the root in part naked, cutting it
across, and seraping off the gum-resin as it exudes. It
has a bitter, acrid taste, and an overpowering smell, re-
sembling that of garlic, but peculiarly and prover-
bially offensive. It ranks with garlic, onion, myrrh,
and the other stimulant resinous drugs, as an expec-
torant, suited chiefly to the catarrhus senilis; but with
a taste and smell so repulsive, that few can overcome
their reluctance to this drug. Though used in hysteria,
especially in form of glyster, in amenorrhcea, and in
dyspepsia, its chief value is as an expectorant. It is
prescribed in powder along with myrrh, or aloes, to the
amount of a scruple, or half a drachm, three or four
times a-day; or still more commonly in pills, or to
those who can take it so, in mixture,

5th, DEMULCENTS are so named, from a suppos-
ed virtue of lubricating the internal surfaces; but of these
surfaces, I know of none that are accessible! Those
of the glottis and larynx certainly are not so, for the
smallest particle, even of water, admitted within the
glottis, excites suffocating spasms! That of the tra-
chea is still less so. I know of no surfaces, then, that
ean be lubricated, except that which swrrounds the
glottis, and the surface of the pharynx; and how far
the lubrication of that surface may, by giving smooth,
unctuous, and pleasant feelings, lessen irritation, it is
impossible to say; certainly demulcents do somewhat
affect the feeling of the whole surface, and lessen the
tone of hoarseness, and the sense of rawness. But the
medicines I am now to enumerate, seem to me so little
important, that I hardly can regard them in any other
light than as vehicles. Of their various uses in nephri- |
tis, dysentery, gonorrheea, diseases of bladder, &e. I du
not mean to speak, but only of their use in mughs, and
diseasgs of the trachea. NETL
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mugcilage, or of sugar, they are made to mix with the

distilled waters, in compounding pleasant draughts, and .

linctuses for eough: but it is sufficient that warious
specimens of this placebo kind of prescription are given
among the extemporaneous receipts.

EMMENAGOGUES.

Were we to enumerate, under this head, such indivi-
dual remedies only, as influence the menstrual discharge
immediately and distinetly, as nitre provokes urine, or
opium perspiration, our catalogue would be scanty in-
deed. The term Emmenagogue implies, and the world
believes, that we are possessed of specifics, which will
at any time, and in all circumstances, excite menstrua-
tion, or procure abortion: But we arrogate no such
power; we know of no such medicines; we cannot pro-
cure abortion, (and abortion is more easily procured even
than menstruation), without using stimulant drugs of
:mch irritating quality, that they operate rather like

poison, by exciting the bowels, and are as apt to occa- ;

sion daath as to procure miscarriage : Few attempt the
crime of procuring abortion, without danger of commit-
ting murder. When we come to enumerate the virtues
of those medicines which we are most inclined to trust
to, we dare say no more than this, even of the most
powerful, “ It is a medicine reputed powerful in pro-
moting menstruation.”

It is more by a combination of effects, than by any
specific medicine, that menstruation, when defective, is

to be promoted or restored. It is rather by conceiving

just ideas of the nature of this function of the womb,
of its dependence on the general condition of the sys-

tem, and of the pemhar constitution of our patient,

-







158 SIGNS OF THE MENSTRUAL CONDITION.

loins, and an incited pulse: the breasts swell, the
veins become tumid, the breathing quick and hurried :
all preternatural tumours are increased in size: varicose
tumours burst and bleed: and if menstruation, which
relieves all those symptoms, be delayed, blood bursts
from the various surfaces, as the stomach, the lungs, or
even the pores of the skin: such is the degree of uni-
versal vascular excitement which preeedea menstrua-
tion.

This menstrual condition of the female S}"slzém, pre-
cedes the actual flow of the menses, and prepares the
uterine system for the change : It is a period not of ima-
ginary delicacy, but of unquestionable and very peeuliar
irritability : The strongest constitutions are somewhat
affected, and the delicate are quite overeome ; the whole
system is so susceptible, that ordinary causes have very
painful effects ; whatever disturbs the stomach, or fa-
tigues the body, or affects the mind, has at that time
particular influence : Cold, fatigue, terror, grief, or anger,
in short, any sedative power, is apt to suspend this
active condition of the arterial system, and prevent the
approaching discharge, or stop menstruation while it
flows ; and often, by preventing the uterine system as-
suming this necessary action, such causes occasion im-
perfect menstruation, and ruin the health.

The MENSTRUAL CONDITION, then, as distinguished
from actual menstruation, or the actual uterine secre-
tion, is “ an incited, active, h@morrhagic condition of
the whole vascular system, which exists before the dis-
charge flows, and which is equally relieved by the ute-
rine secretion, or by any vicarious hamorrhagy, and
which spontaneously ceases, whether menstruation ﬂﬂ-:
lows or not.” '

‘When menstruation fails to appear, or is mpa'feat,ﬂ
it is either from want of this general heemorrhagic acs
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160 AMENORRII(EA.

There are two principal forms of this disease, viz.
1sf, AMENORRH(EA, Or DYSMENORRH@A, Delay of Men-
struation, or, as it may be termed, Retention of Men-
struation, and Difficulty of Menstruation: These are the
various forms of the disease peculiar to the age of puberty,
to delicate girls of languid habits, or weakly constitutions,
and frequent in the higher ranks of life ;——and, 2d, sup-
PRESSIO MENSIUM, or the sudden, and we may say, vio-
lent Suppression of the Menstrual Discharge, just when
it is about to flow, or while it actually flows. This is
an acute disorder, to which women of strong and san-
guine constitutions are more exposed, and which is
more frequent with women in the lower and labouring

~ classes of society. When we arrange the individual

emmenagogues, we must order them so, as to appro-
priate them to one or other of these classes. .
AmENorrH®A, defect of menstruation, the menses
failing to flow at the period appointed by nature,
and marked by the particular feelings of oppression,
anxiety, drowsiness, headach, restlessness, irritability,
and sickness, is a disease of weakness. The habit and
appearance of the girl prove it. The usual tokens of
this chlorotic disease are,—a pale or yellow complexion,
a feeble, depraved appetite, difficult breathing, a sickly
languor, an imperfect menstruation flowing sparingly,
just appearing, then ceasing; continuing not two days,
returning at intervals of two or three months, not en-
tirely established even eighteen months after it has be-
gun; all the intervals being occupied by sickly languors,
listlessness, breathlessness, headachs, and sickness.
This state of the system, which threatens to entail
continued il health, arises from the want of the men:
strual condition, of the full, active, and hemeorrhagie
state of the system. Tt isa kind of debility which mi
comes daily more and more cnnﬁ.rmeﬂ, the consequences, -
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162 OF SPASM OF THE VESSELS.

colicky feelings, disorder of the whole system; and
violent hysterical paroxysm of sobbing, alternate fits
of laughter and crying, suffocating struggles, and vio-
lent hysterical paroxysms. This sudden suppression
is not brought on by grief and distress in the feeble
and sickly, but by anger and passion in the sturdy
and athletic: for example, by cold suddenly applied,
while the system is heated ;—by washing the steps
of the stair;—or by the labours of the laundry or
the dairy.—Those are the habits, those the causes, of
sudden suppression of the menses; the most approv-
ed medicines are, bleeding, gentle opiates, pediluvie,
and tepid baths; and the topical application of steam,
or stupes, and quietness, and peace of mind, administer
to the cure. These are not the habits, nor this the
form of the disease that requires stimulants, cold bath~
ing, or mineral waters, in the interval of menstruation
but, on the contrary, a composed, indolent life, with
the frequent use of baths to relax the system, and the
repetition of opiates when the period of menstruation:
approaches.

Weare told that there is, in such cases, a'spamn on the
uterine vessels: What is spasm? An undefined and ar-
bitrary term: So little are we warranted in using it on
this, or almost any occasion, that we know no more of that
condition of the uterine exhalent vessels, which prevents
menstruation from flowing, than we do- of that state of
the emulgent vessels, which prevents the secretion
urine; and are no more entitled to say there is
spasm of the exhalent vessels of the uterus,” than tha
there is a spasn of the descending aorta, such as to
vent blood descending to these said extreme vessels,
sPasM, then, of the UTERINE vessels, pathologists mean
no more than this, that there is some condition of th
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164 DANGEROUS EFFECTS OF SAVINE.

EMMENAGOGUES.

JUNIPERUS SABINA, ELECTRICITAS,
Lyrra, AURA GALVANICA,
RUBIA TINCTORUM, BALNEUM CALIDUM,
MYRRHA, INJECTIO AQUE TE-

PIDE VEL LACTIS,
FERRUM, EquitaTio,
ALOES, SALTATIO, '
HELLEBORUS NIGER, BALNEUM FRIGIDUM,
HYDRARGYRUM, ViNuM,
Or1um, THERMZ.

SABINA, JUNIPERUS SABINA, Savine. The
leaves of this plant, which grows spontaneounsly in Tar-
tary and Siberia, have a strong animal smell, a taste
extremely acrid, and, when dried and applied in the
torm of powder for extirpating warts, or reducing fungi,
are so extremely irritating, that we dare hardly use the
medicine, even for those coarse purposes of external ap-
plication. It may well be judged dangerous to use such
a medicine internally ; and, indeed, those who, in their
ignorance of its powers, have thought very simply to
procure abortion without any danger, have found them-
selves involved in a greater crime. Savine procures
abortion, as any other poison would, by its extreme
acrimony ; for the effect of a large dose, two |
for example, is, that the bowels are tortured, blood be-
gins to flow by stool, the straining affects the uterine
system, and a bearing down comes on, with flooding,
labour pains, and increasing diarrheea; the unhap-
py victim of the experiment miscarries on the secon
or third day, and, being exhausted by diarrhcea and loss
of blood, falls into fainting-fits, continual hiccup ensues.

gy
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166 MYRRH.—IRON.—ALOES,

the pharmacopeeia, but fitter for the dyer’s vat. It is
from no passion for saying quaint things, that I allow
myself to speak with seeming levity, but from expe-
rience, and repeated disappointments. That madder
tinges the urine, the perspiration, and even the bones,
is true; but that such property of colouring the secre-
tions infers extraordinary powers, is a very vulgar error.
———— MygrrHA, Gum Myrrh, is more
tual as an emmenagogue, than as an expectorant; its
qualities of warming the stomach, and exciting the sys-
tem, ‘and promoting all the secretions, ensures it a place
among those remedies by which we seek to correct a
cold, sluggish, chlorotic habit.
FerruM, Iron, the best reputed tonie,
and general stimulant, the medicine most particular-
ly interdicted in hemorrhagic and inflammatory dis-
eases, is assuredly the best suited to the chlorotie consti-
tution of a weakly girl as yet unconfirmed in health, and
especially unconfirmed in that function, which is in wo-
men the very test of health.—Thecarbonate of iron, the sul-
phate, the acidulated tincture of iron, are all promiscu-
ously prescribed in this disorder; and the carbonate is
often combined with myrrh in pills and powders, for
promoting the flow of the menses. But the more pow-
erful medicines, for making an immediate impulse on
the uterine system, and exciting its vascular action, are
the Resinous purges, especially aloes.
Arogs, hitherto mentioned chleﬂy as a
laxative, or catha.mc, is found almost specific in procur-
ing a flow of the menses : Even when used as a cathartie,
its chief effect is upon the extremity of the rectum; it
irritates the part, produces tenesmus, excites piles, stimu- 1
lates the bladder, and promotes menstruation.—When, s
by every token of the preceding heaviness, and increas; !i
ng pains in the loins, we know that menstruation is aps
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168 OF THE USE OF MERCURY.

rous practice of severe salivation in every case caused it
to be abandoned, and to this barbarous and ill-regulated
use of mercury, more befitting the usual proceedings of
Paracelsus, or Van Helmont, than of rational physicians,
succeeded that pitiful inefficient practice of giving what
is called an alterative course, viz. slightly affecting
the gums, and keeping them slightly affected, from
which, T can too surely affirm, very many have irretriev-
ably lost their health, No sooner was this distinetion
established, than it became also an established rule of
practice ; that for all other diseases except lues, altera-
tive methods only were required. Daily we deceive our-
selves with this word Alterative! We imagine, we be-
lieve, that we are altering, only because we are not sen-
sibly affecting our patient’s habit. Mercury, to be use-
ful, must have physical effects, and these must be sen-
sible: to be conspicuously useful, it must be made to
operate powerfully : To cure suppression of the menses,
(for amenorrheea it is the reverse of useful), mercury
must be so given, as strongly to affect the mouth; and
having affected the mouth for some space of time, the
patient begins to recover her strength; and the return
of the menses, which often ﬁappﬂlﬂ, will be more than
a compensation for the alarms the patient has felt, at
using a medicine which the female sex are accustomed
to dread more than any disease. Some have been ac-
customed to use the blue pill, which I do not quamal
with, but rather prefer the submurias hydrargyri, in :
doses of two grains, repeated three or four times a.
day, : e
Those are perhaps all the principal remedies thﬂt we
ought to name,—all surely that we need to use :
emmenagogues : one only remains to be mentioned,
oprum '—What process of the medical art, what cure is
there, in which this invaluable medicine does not hold &
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170 OF STIMULANTS AS PLACEROS.

emetie, and every cathartic, and every sudorific, stimu.
lates: but these are not remedies to be given in lowness
of spirits, fainting, or any other kind of languor. *Sti-
mulants are such medicines as are given to excite and
support the vital powers, having no further operation.”
But it is to be confessed, that of this class of medicines,
many stand no higher ‘in the opinion of sensible men,
and are indeed prescribed with no other design, than as
mere placebos.

The remedies T am now to enumerate are, the Essen-
tial Oils, (Ethers, Camphor, Aromatics, and Bitters;
which, in their various combinations, comprehend the
polite and modern accomplishment of preseribing ; an
art more prized than all the science of modern ana-
tomists, or the observations of ancient physicians.
Their compounds, if not mere placebos, are comforting
and cordial draughts, vastly like placebos ; the medicines
are such as may be varied or changed ad infinitum;
they are not appropriated to any important class of
diseases ; they are prescribed when nothing else is re-
quired but a momentary excitement ; they are prescribed
in circumstances in which it is no way a matter of con-
scienee with the physician, to be very tenacious, or very
steady, either in regard to the medicine or the form.
So trivial are the oceasions on which this class of reme-
dies is most frequently used, that it is by no means easy
to separate in imagination, the prescriptions of Spiritus
cetheris nitrosi, Oils of peppermint or cinnamon, of Aqua
ammoniz with distilled waters, from their usual title,
PLACEBO. But so far as it is possible to prescribe those
by system, and with a bona fide intention, it must be
by recollecting what the diseases are in which stimulants
may be useful ; and these seem to me to be clneﬂyﬂl
follow.

1st, In faintings and hysterig, in nervous fits, ﬂ

1
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1%2 OF STIMULANTS IN PALSY.

ture, the circulation within the brain fails, and “;;
faint ! :
- Very old men, menwho are emaciated in body, and
pale and shrunk in countenance, from the circulation
having become habitually languid, are from time to time
affected with giddiness, and become sick and pale: they
in the end fall down in a fit of sickness and faintness;
and though they never are insensible, nor apoplectie,
and have no flushing, nor other mark of vascular action |
or congestion in the head, are found, upon being raise
up, to be paralytic of one side.
This is one of the occasions in which high stlmn]m
and spirituous cordials are useful. 'To bleed a paralytic of
this description, would be a flagrant misconduet. The
cordial spirituous waters, warm brandy and water, am
monia, sulphuric cether, or the spiritus cetheris nitrosi
are to be given in draughts to restore and awaken the
nervous energy, and to animate the circulation, which is
to be farther sustained by generous wines and rich diet; |
by mustard, horse-radisl, aromatics, bitters, and steelme-
dicines, by electricity too, and if the paroxysm of faintnes ..1
and insensibility continue long, by stimulant glysters of
turpentine and aloes. £
3d, In those severe pains of the stomach, which are
so frequent in dyspeptic and hypochondriac patients ; in
violent paroxysms of hysteria, in which the patient

I
Bl SRR

* grasps the stomach with the clenched hand, and tosses

in agony ; and in all those sudden pains of the stomach
to which the most healthy are liable, sTIM
which some will choose to call antispasmodies, are to be
given without delay, and almost without reserve, espe '
cially orium, (Ether, or Brandy, Oils of Peppermint,
Aniseseed or fennel, Pulvis Cinnamoni Compositus, Pul-
vis aromaticus, &c. ;—and it is wise, as soon as an interval
can be procured, to give juleps with carbonates of lime, or
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174 SERPENTARIA.~COLUMEC.~~AMMONIA.

diluted wines in moderate qmntities :—we allay the
quickness of the pulse, and quivering of the hands, by
Camphorated mixture, Camphorated emulsion, draughts
of spiritus cetheris nitrosi, and cool fresh air circulating
through the sick chamber :—At night we compose the
patient to gentle rest, by a moderate draught of tincture
of opium : and always we preserve the bowels in an acs

tive state.—(Ither sulphuricus given in pleasantdraughts,

removes the tremors, and subsultus tendinum, and pre-
serves the patient composed and cool, strengthens the
pulse, and clears the head, and relieves the anxiety, toss-
ing and sighing, and steadies the sickly stomach.

Those modest unpretending methods carry the patient .

safely through the delirious stage of fever. If symptoms
require other prescriptions, they are still from the same
class. If severe headache, or a degree of stupor, require
a different excitement, we apply large blisters to the
head, or to the back, or to the ankles, especially where the
strength is sinking, or the low muttering delirium be-

gun.- The reason why it is so much a matter of indiffer-

ence to which part of the surface the blister be applied,

is plainly this, that a blister is but another form of sT1-
MULANT ! it conveys, indeed, a sensation merely, but it
is a permanent and powerful one through the nerves of

the skin ; and it is as much a matter of indifference, (in
fever), to which part a blister is applied, as to what part
of the surface heat or cold is applied, or whether, in
giving opium, it be swallowed into the stomach, or in«
jected into the rectum.

‘When sickness and languor of this febrile descriptiony
induce us to prescribe those forms of stimulant which

peculiarly affect the stomach, we give draughts of sERr<

PENTARIA, COLUMBO, AMMONIA, CAMPHOR, and some-
times BARK, along with those aAroaaTic waters which
serve as pleasing vehicles for stimulants, or with those aro-





























































of stimulants, precisely and exclusively apphmhle

~sicum, Armoracea, Aleohol ; none of them en:l

194 ARRANGEMENT OF STIMULANTS,

the order in which they are nrr'angeﬂ_toﬁnd,m
the aids best adapted to forward and assist his s
processes, ready at hand.—By this he will feel himse
insured against the most painful and dissatisfied feelin
viz. that of using external stimulants promiscuously
yet busily, without one distinct or rational intentio #
applying a blister, or some other intense stimulant,

no more regardmpmpnetyﬂmnifhewmpmuﬁ

a placebo, and without any apology but this, ﬁ],atz
external application can hardly be a poison. Yet

think T have seen an ill-timed blister, or n'ntatmg
mulant, unadvisedly apphed at a entuzal mmnmt,
harm equal almost to a poison.

It 15 not PﬂSSlble that there should be m ()] 1* .'

.1’

those several uses: from various and slight consider:
tions, the practical physician will mterchange.-md-
these, as suits the exigencies of the moment; but s
the several stimulants may be usefully mmge:i as fc

lows.

1st, AcRria, acrid and i untalzmg pplication
fit to excite and support the whole nervous ."-:'r T
thelaststageuffeverandtnmuseﬂ:e .4||||.
palsied parts : Among the principal of those are, Lyt
"Terebinthina, Sinapis, Ammonia, Allium, Seil]j-, ._E;

but all of them peculiarly, applicable to ‘Ehme ot f‘f‘ |
of the system. N

9d,————CALIDA, applications more modera
stimulant ; more gradual and kindly in their ¢ " |
more smtedtotheordmarypwof'
languid circulation and dormant senmhﬂlty f p
stiffened with rheumatism, or injured by spr
bruises. Here oils are peculiarly useful, and stimul
combined with oils ; as caMPHOR, mmhmed







196 FORMS OF FOMENTATIONS, EMBROCATIONS, &e.

5th~———RODENTIA, or Stimulants from the
mineral kingdom, chiefly of power to stimulate intense.
ly, or, if required, to ulcerate the part, and thus carm
vascular excitement, and its consequences, to the highes 'i
pitch. Of those the chief are, Calx, Tartras Antimonii, |
Nitras Argenti, Moxa, .g.r-t.
To go farther in the enumerition of chemical stin "‘
lants, wmﬂdbetnant:mpatetheamml Pharmacopoeia :
I mean now to enumerate those stimulants only, v
are necessary towards completing every medlmlpmeen
and therefore I think it not injudicious to add to my
list Collyria, or washes for inflamed eyes,—Gargarisms,
or washes for inflamed throat,—and Fomentations, for
ill-conditioned sores.—We shall thus have under o _ |
eye, an orderly list of all the externsl applicatioss !_
which it is any time the province of the phymm
administer. |

L

CATALOGUE OF THE PRINCIPAL STIMULANT APPLI- J |
CATIONS. '. |
I profess not to give a catalogue of all the stimulants |
that have been used, or which are now in use, but o
the chief, of all indeed, that can be required, audf )
the most apprmred forms. 1
There is little motive for engaging in botanical
chemical details, in regard to applications so familiar.
But there is a variety of form, and manner of applying
those, which certainly adds to their usefulness, and mus
be deseribed. Stimulants are applied someﬁm i
form of FOMENTATIONS, or watery decoctions an&
tions, especially useful where the purpose is to appe
inflammation, or to promote suppuration ;—of ' :
CATIONS, or solutions of stimulant drugs in oil or spirits,
fit to be poured upon the part affected ;—or of LINL
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two parts of Tincture of Cantharides. Another en
cation, very powerful in exciting p&nlyﬁwm
resolving the thickening round rheumatic joints, ar
in relieving spasmodic pains, is the ﬂ&ﬂﬂﬂl&ﬂﬂ*
NIMENT with anmonta: This is another very eff
combination of camphor, dissolved in spmﬂ: t:lf __
mixed with lard, and strengthened with i -:.-.=-:.'J'
nia. This liniment is useful, not only in exciti o par
lysed parts, and in rheumatalgia, venereal nodes, &
but those who suffer a degree of impotency from w
of excitement, are said to find thweﬂ‘eptmhx ) um ‘L
Porass is often found a powerful ally tc
tense stimulants, and is, with this inmﬂ-
with them in the solid form of soap, or
Balsam. The Turpentine Soap is a mﬂ
nature, viz. of common soap and oil of turpentine
equal proportions, with an added W
nate of potass. 'The RUBEFACIENT SOAP l;nmm

just this in a liquid form; it is tumw
solved in spirits of wine, and rendered more ;

by the addition of more turpentine, together w
monia and tincture of cantharides; a]lofthmll
lants sufficiently pawerﬁll for the purpum m&"
I'.I'E'l'_}‘ P33 rl‘l.-i
Of the preacﬂpﬂmsnf‘muslmﬂIhmth
because there is one which supersedes all Mi#
the Essence of Mustard, easily procured, MW
ps.reﬂ Whitehead’s Essence of Mustard, for br
sprains, and rheumatisms, is merely an infusion of
tard-seed in spirit or oil of turpentine, in v cl
turpentine is far the more potent mgredie!nﬁ
it may be made, whenever, by accident, it ca k
procured, I write down the proportions: One ot -'5?'
bruised mustard-seed is infused for eight dkyu'in‘u
of oil of turpentine; and wherever it may be su _ 5







902 CLASS SECOND, EMBROCATIONS FOR SPRAINS,

the mass one-third of shaven horse-radish, mu..'
Pmﬂnl ﬂrmlﬂs&ﬁ‘ﬂ]ﬂm‘m-ﬁ 11 |:|

- Second  Class of E.ﬂemai Emimta.--mt :
eond class of external stimulants, consisting of F
mentations, Embrocations, and Liniments, suited not
to fever, palsy, or the worst species of chronie rheuma.
tism, but to the slighter accidentsiof sprains, blows, ar
rheumaticpains,isofﬁmmﬁu-mumm
in more familiar use.—The first and most simple of tl
gentler stimulants are, decoctions of ﬁﬂﬂ;ﬂﬂh; of
Southernwood, of Spearmint, and other M_; 1erbs
~ The best fomentation of this kind to bruised parts, is
that used in warmer countries, viz. thelm; *.!5'
an excellent astringent, and gentle atlmmhmﬂqﬁ
fomentations, consisting of aromatic herbs, with the ¢
dition of vinegar and alcohol, is but anqmlw
The DECOCTUM pro FOMENTO, the common decoction
for fomentations, is a decoction of Smlﬂwnmuﬁ'
wood, Chamomile, and Laurel, in equal mﬂm
it is to be remembered, that the spearmint, wormw
southernwood, &e. are all so very much alike, t
Chamomile, the most common, may represent thm .
and the decoction Df.t:hamamile, hEh)gmﬂdﬁ st t'-
may be still farther strengthened, by the addition
three drachms of the muriate of ammonia, and t
three ounces of common vinegar, with a propc ,.,......"
alcohol, or any common spirit:—As a fomentation te
limbs or joints recently bruised, sprained, or disl *" '
it is to be used extremely hot, changmgﬂl@
every five minutes, and is to be continued (tq, ve at
useful) nearly an hour at each time, and repeated thre
times a-day. e

A similar fomentation, viz. ofAlmhol,\{ egar,
Sulphuric Acid, is very useful in stim w !







404 CATAPLASMS, &¢. TO PROMOTE SUPPURATION.

be said to close this series of less acrid, and more

liar stimulants, or that composed of oil, hn];nmhnq( |
sulphuric acid. | TR

.,.,,*' .

Third Class of External Stimulants——Of thosé
Ammoniated Camphor and Turpentine Embrocations,
we have prescribed quite enough, and varied
forms perhaps too much; we come next to emu 'ﬁ
rate poultices, plasters, and liniments, for promoting
suppuration, by exciting the whole Wm
the part, or, as we may say, the whole mass of v
belonging to a swollen gland, or joint, or limb.

The DISCUTIENT INFUSIONS, and CATAPLASMS, as they
are called, are really better calculated than any other, by
their heat and moisture, and their gently stimulating
virtue, to promote a kindly and moderate effusion into
the cellular substance of an inflamed part. The piscu
TIENT INFUSION is composed of Aromatic Herbs; of
Mint, Thyme, Wormwood, Origanum, and Chamomile,
in equal proportions. These are infused for an hour i
boiling water, and then brought to boil for a few mir -.'_
To the pound of this infusion is often added a drachm
of the muriate of ammonia, and two ounces of vinegar,
or half a pound of aleohol.

It is the residuum of this process, the aromatic leave
which remain after this decoction, that, by add '“‘-".f'
it a sufficient proportion of axunge, or of limgplﬂ int-
ment, forms the piscuTIENT PoULTICE. But itm mor
properly a poultice for promoting suppuration ! a
excellently well imitated, byaddmgtothemmmm
lient poultice, or to lint-seed poultice, or bread y :
a proportion of Gum Ammoniacum, previously dis: .
in Aleohol, along with two or three drachms of sal-a
moniac, and a small proportion of aleohol. These
mentations and cataplasms are what we first p:
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with axunge, in the propurlaon of an ounce of ueﬁ
half a pound of ointment, is used for the same
pose, viz. of resolving white swellings, and procur ‘
the suppuration of indolent tumors; it is besides usef
also in the itch, and in herpetic eruptions.

Al the varieties of bitumen, ormmeralaﬂ,wheﬂm
finer Naphtha and Petroleum, which comes from Mc
in Italy; the Barbadoes tar, brought from the :ﬂm
the West Indies; or finally, the coarser bitumen ¢
tilled from pit-coal, and known among the vulw
the name of BrITISH OIL, are all found very e
in chronic rheumatisms, in white awe]].l:ngs, aml in glan-
dular diseases. These mineral oils may be occasionally y
strengthened by the addition of other stimulants ; one ¢
the best and most approved forms, is the«mmhlm
Petroleum and Camphor. iy m
MURIAS AMMONLE, Ma-eu.ry Bquills, &e
are often embodied in the denser form of sTIMULANT
PLASTER. The form of cuM rrLASTER, the pl: .
most frequently used, is a compound of wax and resin,
with oxide of lead to give it firmness ; and of Gum Am-
moniae, Galbanum, and Turpentine, to give it stimulant
power. This is a plaster very frequently applied with
the hope of procuring suppuration in indolent tumors,
especially of the glands of the neck and jaws. The gum
ammoniacum is often very judiciously combined with
‘mercury, or with squills ; the quicksilver, killed as it i
termed, by long and diligent trituration with sulphu-
rated oils; the squills dissolved in w.negar, and th

nnxed with the gum ammoniae, A7
] * '-

Fourth Class of Eaxternal Sfmuhnts.—-m
mulants best fitted to support the excitement lm'
grened parts, and to excite the vessels to the po
of suppuration, are strong stimulant iame:mﬁom,
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.kept in high action, and all the changes, both of nutri-

duce a moderate and permanent excitement:” First,
‘Medicines operating solely on the stomach, aiding di-

208 DEFINITION AND ARRANGEMENT OF TONICS.

the bulk of every fibre of the body. Increased nutrition,
secretion, and growth of fibre, bring an increase of
strength and tone; all the powers of the system are

tien and absorption, are made to go on with still 'Ht—-
creasing rapidity.

The usual excitements to animal feeling and mon,
discreetly used, are tonics: Kxercise includes almost all
of them :—Exercise is an excitement to vascular action,
the feelings are exalted, the pulse rises, and from such
aetion a proportioned waste and absorption of the animal
fibre ensues ; from waste comes an increased demand for
nutrition, which I take to be, according to the laws of the
living system, a high excitement. Exercise then carries
with it exposure to air, and to light ; hilarity, and all the
excitement of spirit attendant on change of place; a de-
mand for increased nutrition, and that increased arterial
action which secretes new fibre. These ordinary excite-
ments are tonics of the highest order ; they are universal,
natural, and capable of being continually augmented !
while partial excitements to the nervous system through
the stomach, assist in supporting those actions, and con-
stitute the class of medical tonics.

The arrangement, then, of tonics is easy, as their ope-
ration is obvious. * Tonies are such medicines as pro-

gestion, and thenee facilitating nutrition, as vegetables,
bitters, and acids :—Second, Tonies, or moderate stimu-
lants, affecting and impregnating the whole system, n’
irpn, and other metals :—Third, Universal and natural
excitements, as wine, food, air, exercise, cheerful :
pany, the amusement of places of public resort, mi
waters, riding, and country air and country oe







e B e

‘medicines are not a cure for any one disease, becs

" ing bitter powders, and tinctures, with aromatics, which

this or any form, may be given to the amount of tv

210 IRON AND ITS PREPARATIONS.

This class of medicines contributes rather to the
preservation than to the restoration of health. TM
there is no one organic affection, which they are suite # y
to cure; they are given in the wane of all diseases, --.4 ;
fever, dysentery, diarrhcea, chlorosis, &e. It is but t
prop up a debilitated, or animate a languid system, ..;..,.3
we prescribe this class of drugs; and it is sad to think,
how much more frequently we are employed in prescrib-

approach so nearly to placebos, for the Iangmd and hy-
pochondriac, than medicines of real efficacy in curing
disease.

Irox is perhaps the first of tonic m di-
cines, the most umve:sall}r used, and the most confi-
dently. It is often used alone, and as frequently com-
bined with all the other tonics, vegetable as well as mi
neral. The carbonate of iron is the most usual form
it is given in form of pill, powder, or bolus; as a pll],.r 5 |
bolus, made with confection of roses, it is given in dos
of six or eight grains three or four times a-da.jr it
bolus is often given with a few grains of ginger, and in

drachms a-day, but not more, without producing si

ness. In powder, carbonate of iron is best combi -+

with an aromatic, or with magnesia : Inelectua:ry,, ofte |

with cinnamon, sugar, and supertartris potasse, or n

bark electuary. o : ;
|

|
|
1
i
!

The sulphates and muriates of iron, and the | coml
nation of iron with ammonia, are still more active. "
FERRUM AMMONIATUM is an irregular chemml 1
pound of undecomposed MURIATE of AH.'HGHI.A., .-J
MURIATE OF IRON ; it is a preparation of which ten g "
may be repeated three times a-day. It has been cl
celebrated in RICKETS, and is given mmhlned







212 AMMONIARET OF COPPER.—ZINC.

externally applied, is indisputable; but its exhibition
internally, was owing rather to a prejudice or whim of
the late Professor Cullen; and it is rathermunfyhg 0
those inclined to the use of this poison, that it is ck tiefly
trusted to in an incurable disease, Epilepsy ! while th
is no evidence of its value in any curable disease. Th&
only preparation of copper given internally, is the pﬂl
Ammoniaret UfCuP]]era,. and that T may not incur t
blame of expunging a medicine, obnoxious though it &
{and it is indeed as dangerous and as unavailing as
thing that can be named as a medicine), I shall expl r=- |
how it is to be used. The pills are merely Ammoniaret
of Copper with Cramb of Bread; they weigh three
grains, and convey ecach half a grain of the
one pill is to hegivmtwim&-dl}rﬁﬁﬂ;'ﬁ: a | i
daily of the Ammoniaret, increasing the dose g
till it sicken. This medicine is reported mm
have proved a cure for epilepsy.

SUBACETATE OF COPPER, or Verdegrease, is an ex
lent application to ulcers, eapeunl]yﬁf the nu&ih,
and tongue, or to cutaneous sores.

Zixc is a more harmless, but Iumi]gr
more useful tonic. The pure oxide of zinc is given
a tonic in epilepsy, asthma, and other spasmodic disease
but I am persuaded with veryhtt]eeﬁ'ect,mﬂmut
out danger, for sometimes it operates as if it were t
ed with arsenic or lead, contaminations which ue-
very likely, as to forbid our using it long, or in larg
doses. The oxide of zine, caleined zmc, or, as it W

formerly named, flowers of zine, is given in doses ﬂﬁ"
or eight grains, up to the amount of half a dmm j
two scruples ; and the best form is to rub it down si :
with a little sugar. -

"The sulphate of zine, which I have already mention
ed as a quick emetic, is also, though rarely, used as @

)

...l
-
-







214 SERFPENTARIA AND COLUMEO.

in great quantities, and in bilious habits, operates like
aloes on the bowels. '
ARISTOLOCHIA SERPENTARIA, like gen.
tian and columbo, is a yellowish root, with a dark brown
envelope. It is a warm pungent aromatic bitter, which,
as already observed, is found cordial and anodyne in
low fever, and is most happily preseribed in combina-
tion with opium, or more particularly with camphor.
But as a stomachic, its warm pungent and stimulant
power makes it very valuable. It is lighter, more efli-
cacious, and every way preferable to bark, in the debi-
lity left b}' severe or lingering diseases. Asa stomachie,
it is given in conjunction with iron, magnesia, ptmﬁnhﬂ,
&e. either in powders or in draught. -
CoLumzo is the root of a plant unpus:l:eﬂ
from Columbo in the island of Ceylon, and but little
known except by its virtues. It is like the other aro-
matic bitters, a tough wrinkled root, yellow in its pith
or central part, brown on its skin or epidermis, slightly
aromatic, somewhat acrid, and very intensely bitter. It
is, like serpentaria, preseribed in fever; but is infinitely
more valuable as an astringent and tonic in Cholera. In
the sick stage of low fevers it suspends the vomiting, |
and procures sleep: in dysentery it is reckoned by many
a very specific; its active principles are the same with
those of bark, its tonic powers infinitely superior. In
Cholera, febrile diarrhcea, dysentery, in the vomiting of
pregnancy, and in the sickness of fever: In languor,and
debility of stomach, it is given like the other medicines
of this elass, in draughts when we wish an immediate
operation, we give it in this form of draught; but we
give it in powder, with magnesia, aromatics, cinnamon,
rhubarb, iron, &c. when we wish it to have more perma-
nent effects as a stomachie. !
————CUSPARLE CORTEX, the Angustura Ba
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uterine discharge. It is usually given in powder with
steel, as formerly mentioned, or in pill, in doses of fifteen
or twenty grains three or four times a-day ; or a drachmm
of the tincture may be given either in combination with
other stomachic bitters, or with peppermint-water. This
is the least unpleasant, the warmest and most cordial of
bitters: it is a medicine too little used, except exter-
nally for washing sores, or injecting sinuses, or ﬂtﬂ!@hﬂ £
ening the gums. ,
I cannot allow myself to close this Section on Tm
without mentioning purges asthe mostvaluable. Someno
doubt feel as if frequent purges were a sort of poison, the
intestines being kept in an irritable condition, and the
stomach sickly ; but this is far from being the usual ef- |
fect. If heavy doses of bark, of steel, of columbo, &e.
be given in any disease, the interposition of purges is
essential ; and in all circumstances, a brisk purge, given
from time to time, and followed on the evening of the
same day with a cup of warm wine, or wine whey, in-
vigorates the appetite, brings on a keen and healthy
action of the absorbent and vascular system, and favouis'
any tonic course of medicines. This effect of purges
best explains the happy operation of mineral waters, in
strengthening languid health. j
Anomarics, in so far as they are medi-
cinal, are tonics, and are justly ranked under this dé!m-_r .
mination ; yet there is little reason to detain readers of
even the most moderate information, with botanical his-
tories, of Peppermint, Ginger, Cassia, and Canella, Clove
gillie-flowers, and Oranges. When he finds these aro-
matics in any receipt, he can hardly be at any loss to
divine the intention of them ; the chief design must al-
ways be, to make the draught more acceptable to the
taste or_stomach : they are merely vehicles. '
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218 PROFLUVLE AND HEMORRHAGES

&
experiment, or from observation in disease, or from ana.
logy, to believe the fact. 'We must resort to other prin-
ciples for explaining the influence of medicine, in stop-
ping heemorrhages and profuse discharges. This, of an
astringent power, propagated by sympathy, is widely
different indeed from any thing t.hat 1 shuu]ﬂm
imagined. ~
Heemorrhages and Pl'ﬁﬁu'ﬂm, or mu-eased discharges,
depend surely upon the mechanism of the part, and are
consequences of vascular action excited to an intense de-
gree, in delicate internal surfaces, or in secreting mem:
branes. Profluviae, or fluxes of muecus, of serum, or of
mixed and anomalous matters, are the mere consequence
of intense arterial actiqn, dilating the extremé arteries;
and no one can be at a loss to perceive how and why
this happens, who has ever injected the dead body; fo
while the injection, driven with its colouring matter
through the larger vessels, remains in them, and fil
them, the finer parts exude from evﬁ-yraurﬁ.we, 2N
nate in small gouts from all the internal surfaces,
if pushed hard, stream out from the nostrils, the s
faces of the throat, of the lungs, of the intestines, of he
brain, &c. The phenomena of a common cold explain
the mechanism of the animal body; for the patient
wakens in the morning before his paroxysms of cough-
ing come on, with the nostrils dry, and the Schneideriar
membrane no way swollen nor inflamed ; but in five mi-
nutes the violence of coughing, arising distincﬂ}r rom

that the very brain is oppressed, the head is con ;
the sight obscured, and the serum streams profus *
from the nostrils, as water exudes when injected through
the carotids. ue

- Heemorrhages are what inflammation should 'hih
the same circumstances. Inflammation is intense a !
of vessels in parts where there is no outlet for t.hat. effu .:






220 ARRANGEMENT OF ASTRINGENTS.

and pulmonary discharges; and this is denominated &
new property! an astringent power! when all the while
COLD, IPECACUANHA, BLEEDING, NITRE, ACIDS, OPIUSY,
all that we prescribe in haemorrhages and profuse dis-
charges, are merely sedatives, moderating the vascolar
excitement in the diseased surface, and the sensibilities

of the whole frame ; and hemorrhages and profluvia are,
upon surfaces, the result of that incited action, which,
within the surfaces of the skin, or in the m of
the various organs, would cause exanthemata, e '
swe]hngs from effusion, inflammations, mlmppuu-

ASTRINGENT medicines must be suicl;by' dﬂm
« Such as, being immediately applied to vessels either
actually forced and burst, or merely 50 as to pouf ‘
forth actual blood, (or a profusion of lymph or serum,
or a diseased secretion, often tinted with bloed), con-
sTRINGE and close them.” But in the general relation
of medicine to such diseases, it is necessary to take a
more liberal and general view, and to class together all
medicines, useful in profluvie, general as well as to-
pical.

1st, GENERAL REMEDIES in hzemorrhages and pro-
fluviee, are such as moderate vascular action ; and those
especially useful in this order of diseases, are, EMETICS,
COLD, MINERAL ACIDS, NITRE; to which must be s
ed, Bleeding, Digitalis, Opiates, and Purms,whii:l '
beneficial in haamorrhages even of the bowels, and b
ing useful in all haemorrhages : though, of the hﬂeﬂlﬁ
this universal remedy, humanity was nearly deprived, ar
actually so for a time, by the low ridicule, and surly,
impudent dogmas of the BrRUNONIAN scHOOL.

2d, There is another order of astringents allied witl
these, in so much as they are beholden more to their
effects as sedatives, than to their direct astringent power.

%
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* tioned, of sickening doses of emetics, bleeding, and cold),

290, OF THE VARIOUS USES OF ASTRINGENTS.

eombined in almost all vegetable astringents. The ve.
getables in which these two astringent principles are
found most to abound, and in which their existence is ‘
announced to us by their taste, and action on the tongue,
are, Galls, Oak-Bark, Columbo, Catechu, Simarouba, |
Serpentaria, Rose Leaves, &c.; there are, indeed, feﬁr i |
vegetables entirely void of this property. f
Perhaps a slight concluding sketch of thevnnmg uses |
of astringents, in the several orders of external and in- |
ternal diseases, may have its use mpractme, e!pecmﬂy
to the young and inexperienced. ]
First, In general heamorrhages, where we have it not
in our power to apply direct astringents, as in hamor-
rhages from the lungs, trachea, kidney, &ec. we rely
chiéfly on sedatives and narcotics, as they are described
in their respective classes, and especially on coLD, EME-
TICS, BLEEDING, PURGING, ACIDS, as well vegetable as
mineral, viz. vinegar, sulphuric acid, nitrie, and muriatic,
NITRE, SALINE DRAUGHTS, OPIATES, DIGITALIS.
Second, In heemorrhages from surfaces, which, though
internal, can be reached by the direct astringents; in
Heamatemesis, or vomiting of blood from the surface of'
the stomach; in Melzna, morbus niger, or black purging
of scurvy, or of malignant fever, where the blood exudes
upon the internal surface of the bowels; in Menorrhagia,
or excessive menstruation; in Abortion, and in Child-Bed
Flooding : in Epistaxis, or flow of blood from the nos-
trils ; in those dreadful haemorrhages which accompany
Polypus of the nostrils and vagina; the vessels may be
constringed, (besides the general remedies just men-

by giving liberally of dilute sulphurie acid, of alum, of
vinegar, &c. joined with infusion of roses, oak-bark,
gum Kino, &c. ; or by injecting dilute ae:tds into the nos.
trils, vagina, and uterus. ;4
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290 OF SULPHURIC ACID,

accasion for a pharmaceutical history of sulphurie acid.—~—
The styptic properties of all mineral astringents result
from their combination with acids, as in the sulphates
of Iron, Copper, Zine, and Argilla; but the acid itself,
pure and uncombined, is, especially in heemorrhages the
most useful of all astringents, and can be given in great

strength internally, being diluted.—It is useful, though
much diluted: When the solution is to be used very
strong, it is to be taken, by sucking it up thmugha. _
glass tube, or through a quill, that it may not set the
teeth on edge. ——

In Hamatemesis, or vomiting of blood, ﬂmg,
from the veins and arteries of the stomach ; and in Me. 5
lcena Morbus Niger, the black stool of infectious, or as
they are termed, putrid fevers, it is 2 medicine by
which we very often save the patient’s life; oﬂ:en E
have seen many pints of blood vomited, and the pa-
tient reduced to extreme debility, yet the hemorrhagy
instantly stopped, and the patient restored to feeling
and strength, by a few doses of sulphuric acid—In all |
other Heemorrhages, as Haemoptysis, Menorrhagia, ﬂu'.il
when it cannot directly affect the vessels, it is (
always and very properly prescribed) merely cooling a.nd?f
sedative.

The dilute sulphuric acid is the form in which it ll
most frequently prescribed, in doses of fifteen or twenty
drops three or four times a-day. The official prepara-
tion formerly termed Elixir of Vitriol, now acrbum
SULPHURICUM AROMATICUN, is a mixture of sulphurie
acid with aleohol, poured upon ginger and cinna-
mon, and digested for two days; the preparation of
course partakes of the amnmtms,andsufarun;lppl
machie, and by the digestion of the sulphuric acid
with alcohol, is allied with the cetherial spirits, a sort
of spiritus vitrioli duleis. And although the dilute
sulphuric acid is preferred in heemorrhages, this is pre= |
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228 SULPHATE AND OXIDE OF ZINC.

astringent, metallic taste, is so dangerous, so dreadful an
emetic, almost a poison, even in the most minute doses,
that T pass it by willingly, under protest, to take notice
of that metallic astringent which we prefer to all others
especially for external use.
SULPHAS ZINCI, WHITE VITRIOL : The eme-
tic property of sulphate of zine has been mentioned ; its
use as an internal medicine is indeed very limited.
Zincis not given as an established medicine in debility of
stomach, diarrheea, &e. but Zine is commended by indi-
viduals as a medicine which they have found useful, either
m form of oxide or of sulphate, in those agues which, in
warm climates, have resisted the usual medicines ; and is
prescribed sometimes in pills of oxide of zine, two gnms ,
repeated three times a-day, or of solutio sulphatis zinci,
conveying four grains three times a-day.

But the unequivocal use of mlphate of zine, is nut so
much in eéxternal inflammations, as in the diseases of
mucous membranes, especially those of the Eye-lids,

Urethra, and Vagina; in this sense it is a very pre-

cious medicine. The Oxidum Zinci Impurum, the
Lapis Tutiz, has been long known and valued as a
harmless and effectual astringent; in ophthalmia it is
the basis of many ointments; in slight ulcerations
of the skin, in burns, and in scaldings in the grm:n&
and behind the ears of children, and in tinea capi-
tis, applied dry as a powder, it is of great use: Sois
the more cleanly preparation, the carBoNas zine1, La-
pis Calaminaris, which, from its reddish colour, espe-
cially when mixed with oxidum plumbi album, is a
deanly and most valuable preparation in herpetic ulee-
rations, being of the colour of the skin, and thence Mr
conspicuous. -

The solution of sulphaﬁ zinei, in various b
suited to the exigencies of the case, is the most valuable
medicine as a collyrium : in gonorrheea, also, andmﬂﬂdf
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230 KINO.

woods ; it is of an earthy appearance, dry and brittle, in i
small granular masses like half-dried clay: It melts in the
mouth ; its taste is bitter, with a remaining impression
of sweetness and astringency; and from its chemieal

forming a precipitate with any gelatinous infusion, it
plainly contains both kinds of astringent principle, tannin
and gallic acid.—It is warm, cordial, strengthening, and
astringent ; and though used in heemorrhages and proflu-
via, where it can be of no service, as in h&moptysis and
catarrh, &c. it is truly valuable in disorders of the sto-
mach and bowels, especially in long protracted dm'rhma, ¢
in dysentery, and in general debility of viscera. é

The Electuarium Catechu is not, like the Alexip! har-
macs of old, an unmeaning jumble of all kinds of spices
and stimulants, but a very precious and perfect form for
exhibiting this medicine in combination with opium, te
increase its efficacy in complaints of the bowels, and of
cardamom seeds, cloves, and nutm&gs, to warm and sti-
mulate the stomach. But it is not to be forgotten, that
in extemporaneous prescriptions, this electuary is to 'be'j
reinforced by the addition of carbonas caleis and tmu-
tura opii. The CONFECTIO AROMATICA 18 a preparation
of carbonas calcis and opium, that may almost come in
competition with the Electuarium Catechu : half a tea-
spoonful, a scruple or more, of either of these, may-be
given from hour to hour; or they may be mixed in
form of julep, with infusion of roses, and mspended byi
mucﬂage

A
!

K1~o resembles the astringent last desaibﬂ
in all points. It is, like it, an inspissated extract, from
the wood probably of an African plant ; like catechu, it
blackens solutions of iron, and precipitates the galnﬂnl :
from a solution of isinglass : It has a brittle texture, an
insipid but bitterish taste, terminating in sweetness, and |
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ficacious; it is made by boiling two ounces of logwood

232 OF LOGWOOD.—~WHORTLEBERRY.

action, do not affect the bowels; or to a child, ltmgwm :
mixed with Potio Cretacea.

H®EMATOXYLON CAMPECHIANUM, Tb
Logwood Tree, as used by the Dyers, is a gentle, not
unpleasing, and yet effectual astringent, fit especially to
be preseribed in the Lienteric Disease, and lienteric
weakness, or defect of digestion, and occasional disorder

of the bowels, which often survives acute dysentery. A
course of this medicine, is as useful in strengthening the
bowels as a course of serpentaria or columbo. ILogwood
chips, when chewed, give out that sweetish astringent
taste which boys delight in; and when boiled strongly,
the juice inspissated, gives an extract full of the virtue
of the wood.—A decoction of the wood I think most ef-

chips in two pounds of water, till it is boiled down to
one pound ; two thirds, or the whole, may be taken in
the day. If the extract is preferred, it may be given
soft, to the extent of half a drachm repeated ﬁaequmtly j
during the day, or in form of a draught. |
ARrBUTUS UVA URsI, Folia. The Whn;
tleberry is a low-growing laurel-like shrub, with an un-
pleasant bitter taste and manifest astringency ; whence
it is actually used, especially in Russia, for tanning. As
an astringent, especially in uterine heemorrhages, it was
much used on the continent :——De Haen, in lack of
more effectual medicines, for the cure of ulceration of
the bladder, (a disease for which I fear there is no
cure), thought fit to preseribe this as a sole and sovereign
remedy, till at last he persuaded himself, and half per-
suaded others, that it was actually efficacious in this de-
sperate and melancholy disease.—1It is always to be recol-
lected, that when we know of no efficacious remedy,

e
are ready to assent to any, however unavailmg! justasour
patients, when dmapfomted of success under the mu-
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994 COMBINATIONS FOR ASTRINGENT INFUSIONS.

been used as a substitute for the Peruvian bark, and
unquestionably cures intermittent fever, with this un-
avoidable inconvenience, that it constipates the bowels.

It is too difficultly reduced to powder to be given in
that form: it is better used in form of decoction, an
ounce of the bark-leaves or acorn-cups to a pound of
water : If the powder is given, let it be of the acorn-
cups ; some choose to give half a drachm of this three
or four times a-day ; or the roasted acorn-cups they give
boiled, and mixed like coffee, in doses from one to three
drachms, in debility, diarrhcea, fever, or intermittent, as
a succedaneum for bark.

Its EXTERNAL USE is in relaxations of parts which
can be injected or bathed with a decoction, simple or
combined, as in prolapsus ani, prolapsus vaginz, and fluor
albus in females, and in inveterate gleet in the male sex :
It is also sometimes used as a gargle, in relaxation of the
uvula and tonsils.—Such astringent fomentations or in-
jections may be made in the weaker degree by infusion
of the powdered bark, with hot water, shaking or stirring
it occasionally, or by suspending a bag of powdered oak-
bark in wine. For gleets, a stronger preparation is made
by boiling it in wine, and adding alum, a preparation
which is also useful in Procedentia Vagina vel Uteri;
and in Leucorrhcea, which is most commonly the cause
of this wretched, irritating disorder, the Procedentia or
Descent -of the Womb, it is equally useful : For Leu-
corrhcea, bark infusion is often usefully combined with
lime-water.

———Gavr-nuTrs. The excrescences formed as
nuts around the insect which punctures the bark and
leaves of the oak, (Cynips Quercus), is the most powerful
of vegetable astringents, holding its virtues both from
the tanning principle and gallic acid. Its infusion is
found to be the most powerful astringent; and the pow-



















240 oF BLEEDING.

incited vascular action, whether in parts and particular
organs, or in the whole—~In Synocha, or General In-
flammatory Fever, so far as such can exist in t
of visceral or other local disease :—in Febrile In £
tion, as Erysipelas, Variolee, Morbilli, and Scarlatina An-
ginosa :—in Rheumatism, and Rheumatic Fever, or uni-
versal affection of the joints :—in Phrenitis, Delirium,
Mania, Apoplexy, whether venous or arterial, and in
Dropsy of the Brain :—in Heamorrhages, not exeepting
Uterine Hamorrhages, and especially in Abortions :—in
Peripneumony, or Inflammation of the Lungs; and in
all cases of Peritoneal Inflammation, this class ﬂf‘ me-
dicines is useful.

BLEEDING is intruth the most powerful of all sedatives,
that by which we can most instantaneously check and
command the motions of the system, and allay them to
the degree of oceasioning instant fainting, and permanent
weakness.—By bleeding, we can also prepare for the acces-
sion of any threatening and acute disease of the brain, the
Jungs, the bowels, &e. : it is by repeated bleeding; that we
can best save the internal organs and vital funetions; and
it is acmrﬂlng to such danger, that blood is to élje:sparmi;.
ted to flow in greater quantity, and in a fuller stream.

In Synocha, Rheumatalgia, Cynanche, Erysipelate, '
&e. mittantur sanguinis uncia duodemm, et rbpptn'hu'- \

vespere, si opus sit. A=

In Phrenitide, Delirio, Apoplexia, Ma.ma, nﬁmpﬁ.i R
sanguinis uncie octodecim, pleno rivo, et si yehemens
sit delirium, usque ad animi deliquium.

Admoveantur temporibus, hirudines duodecim, vel
cucurbitule cruenta; et mittantur sanguinis unciz qua- E
tuor.

In Pleuritide, Peripneumonia, Catarrho, Haemoptysi,
mittatur sanguis e vena brachii, pleno rivo, donee faci- !"
lius halitum trahit @ger, dum fortiter micant aﬂm
vel dum sputum cruentum fluit,







242 SEDATIVE POWER OF EMETICS.

splashed upon the hands, face, neck, and whole body,
with sponges, or sluiced over the patient by pailfuls;
the effect produced by such cold ablutions, is at once
pleasing and salutary. But they must be resorted to with
these precautions, viz, neverin extremely feeble or delicate
constitutions; never too long at a time, 30 as to depress
irrecoverably the vital powers; never unless the tem-
perature be above the natural standard ; never unless it
is steadily above the natural standard ; never during the
cold stage, nor in the beginning of fever; never in
the last stage of the plague, yellow fever, or other low
and mortal typhus.

Cold is equally useful in many less important cases.
In all cases of local inflaimmation, or excited vascular ac-
tion, it is as useful as in fever: Therefore, all our sa-
line or metallic astringents, our solutions of Acetate of
Lead, Acetate of Ammonia, Murias Sode, &c. are ap-
plied cold, and renewed continually, as are also Collyria ;
injections in Gonorrheea; cooling embrocations in Phleg-
mon, Carbuncle, and Erysipelas, in Ulcers, in Tinea
Capitis, in cutaneous eruptions and diseases.—In parti-
cular inflammations affecting the structure of massive
parts, as in a limb universally bruised, in a diseased tes-
ticle, or other gland, we produce artificial cold by em-
brocating with spirits, Camphorated Spirits, (Ether, &c.

Next to these in power, stands the depressing influ-
ence of Emetics, given in nauseating doses, whence their
almost specific power of arresting fever, or, in other
terms, subduing vascular action. Emetics are in thi:
allied to narcotics. Emetics first sicken the system,
by their operation on the nerves of the stomach,
presently all the animal and vital functions are sube
dued. Narcotics often stimulate in the first operation, but
when they affect the system, so as to subdue the vital
motions, they sicken at the same time that they subdl%
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250 NEUTRAL SALTS AS SEDATIVES, '
Fiat solutio cathartica tribus vicibus smnenﬂ'n, doneg
copiose dejiciatur alvus. ol P :
- ¥

.1__‘

The cooling Neutral Salts are next in order as seda-
tives: They are given in febrile and inflammatory dis-
orders, from hour to hour, throughout the whole day,
and night too, while the patient is not asleep: t
lower the pulse, cool the skin, clear the head, gently
loosen the bowels, and produce perspiration, or tendency
to perspiration ; and they are, in fever, the medium by
which we convey frequent doses of camphor, of sulphu-
ric cether, of nitric cether, of tartrate of antimony, and
other sedative or sudorific medicines, according to the
exigencies of the case.

Saline effervescent draughts have all thow effects,
besides composing the stomach, and preventing retching,
by evolving carbonic acid gas.

30. B. Subcarbonatis potassae scrupulum.
Aquee lauri cinnamomi drachmas duas.
distillatee drachmas octo. .
Syrupi citri aurantii 3ii.
Fiat haustus, cum cochleare magno acidi citri medica,
in statu effervescenti® sumendus, et quarta quaque
hora repetendus.

Or with ammonia instead of potass.

31. B. Subcarbonatis potasse 3i.
Solve in aqua fontis 3i.

32. B. Acidi citrici 3ss.
Byrupi, aque, 3 3ii.
Solutione carbonatis potasse prius sumptd, haustus e





































































































































204  RETROSPECT OF NARCOTIC MEDICINES.

It must not be forgotten, that all intense actions arise
from increased sensibility, that pain is itself a cause of
increased action, and is by nature appointed as an indi-
cation of danger and disorder. |

3d, Opium is a medicine of such moderate power,
and with qualities combined so kindly, as to afford

us familiar remedies for all common disorders, and an

that requires the most varied combination to bring out

its medicinal powers. Its uses are infinite: To promote

sleep in diseases so slight, as to be little remote from the
healthy condition : As a cordial and anodyne in febrile
diseases, at once supporting the strength, and abating
the intensity of arterial action: In all disorders of the
alimentary canal, especially in cramp of the stomach,
holera morbus, diarrhcea, dysentery: In restraining
mucous discharges, as in cough, gonorrheea, and fluor
albus; or discharges of blood, as hamatemesis and hee-
moptysis, menorrhagia, abortion, child-bed flooding.

Whether it is useful as a narcotic in such diseases, or

should rather be arranged with astringents, I know
not, I care not, it is a question of very trivial import-
ance in any practical view.

4th, Antispasmodics are the same powerful remedies

used to abate, not vascular action, or painful sensations,

but muscular contractions, and especially contractions of
the sphincter muscles, The same narcotics are used as
antispasmodic in trismus, epilepsia, hysteria, and hydro-
phobia ; but conjoined with remedies peculiarly adapted

to each individual case; as cether, ammonia, and ipeca-

cuanha, in asthma; tartras antimonii, and ipecacuanha,
along with cicuta, for hooping-cough : valerian and
‘mosch, for hysteria; camphor, for aﬁ'eeuuns of the uri-

11&1'3’ passages,
How much the EXTERNAL use of Nmmrm my

i 1

€asy solace in painful diseases. This is the medieine









































































































































































350 OF STIMULANTS.

fulfilling some of the following purposes. Stimulant
medicines are useful, rarely for the purpose of accelerating

circulation, but chiefly for exciting the sensibility of
the nervous system. No doubt they have this effect,

partly by exciting a more lively circulation, which affects
sensation, and thence alters the condition of the nerves,
but chiefly by directly exciting that sensibility of which

the nerves are the organs. Stimulants excite either

topically the nerves of the stomach, or generally the

nerves through those of the whole system ; or, finally, by

a moderate and sustained excitement, they invigorate

both the nervous system and the vascular actions. *

Stimulants I have been accustomed to think of as
fulfilling one or other of the following purposes: First,
By directly and immediately exciting the nerves of the
stomach, stimulants prove corpiaL, and are useful in
pains of the stomach, spasms, indigestion, and all other

forms of dyspepsia ; in hypochondriacism ; in hysterical

languor, or in hysterical fits and convulsions; in faint-
ings, coldness of extremities, and asphyxia, or suspension
of animation ; in the deadly paleness, sickness, and faint-
ing, with which the palsy of old age often begins, a
palsy not urged on by accelerated circulation, or organic
disease, but arising rather from want of power in the
circulating system.

The medicines suited to those ocecasions, are the
smaller doses of wine as a cordial ; of cether, aleohol, and
alcoholized cether, cordial doses, viz. small and frequent,
of opium and ammonia, the bitter tinctures, especially
those of columbo, serpentaria, aloes, gentian, and rhu-

barb, capsicum, chamomile, and bitters, and rubefacients,

applied to the stomach, or to the head. Those are

many of them anticipated in the febrifuge prescriptions,

for fever is just this state of nervous languor produced

Ly accelerated circulation, and cured by cordials, But






























































































































































































