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Dupuytren found that when people were burnt to death at once, or perished
very shortly after extrication from the flames, there were bright red patches, of
greater or less extent, throughout the mucous tract of the intestines, and similar
bright patches throughout the bronehi, with a lasge distribution of red capillary
vessels.”) 1 once examined the body of a girl, who died within twenty minutes
after having been most extensively, though not very deeply, burnt. All the large
mternal veins, and the sinuses of the brain, were full of bright red blood ; and all
the cavities of the heart were moderately filled with a similar fluid. The lungs
were almost scarlet, but were searcely turgid enough to be called congested. The
mucous membrane of the trachea, bronchi, stomach, and intestines, was exten-
sively marked with patches of redness, and with florid capillary vessels. The
liver was engorged with blood much brighter than usual.

In the experiments which I instituted, before alluded to, illustrative of
Devergié’s *death from nervous asphyxia,” I found the blood of the interior
veins universally florid. No organ was congested, properly speaking (death was
too rapid for it), but the right cavities of the heart contained blood which had
an arterial colour, as did the sinuses of the brain; and the lungs, though not
more vascular than natural, were yet of a bright red hue throughout their extent.
In places, and these not numerous, was the mucous membrane of the large and
small intestines slightly patched with lines of redness.

When last at Shrewsbury, a medical gentleman intimated to me that he had
performed an experiment upon a rabbit, which consisted in killing it by burning,
at the same time that he allowed it a full and uninterrupted opportunity of
breathing pure air. By what mechanical contrivance the feat was aceomplished, T
could not learn. But I understood that there was more or less congestion of the
internal organs, and that their distinguishing feature was undue redness.

I should have little desived to repeat this form of physiological assassination,
even with a consciousness of the important pathological data to which it might.
lead : but it occurred to me that, possibly the experiment might be so varied
as to lose none of its interest or truth, and yet the poor amimal be saved a
considerable amount of suffering.

A rabbit killed by a severe blow at the back of the head, though dead to all

(y) Clin. Chir., tom, i, p. 440.
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PLATE 3.













