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36 PARASITISM, ORGANIC AND SOCIAL.

view at first; and it is partly to such cases as these
that we must attribute the abolition of a number of
the fiscal immunities formerly enjoyed by co-opera-
tive associations,

3. The learned professions, or those to which a
diploma is attached, afford equally interesting ex-
amples of mimiery. It is a fairly uncommon thing to
find that amount of capacity in the diplomate which
the diploma seems to guarantee. What relation is
there, for instance, between a purely theoretic ex-
amination, referring to matters which ean be got up
by sheer force of memory, and the real work of a
profession such as that of lawyer or doctor, where so
much depends upon the exercise of special aptitudes,
of which an examiner can take no account since he
cannot verify them ?

It has therefore been said, truly enough, that “The
members of the public who are least deceived as to
the real worth of the various university degrees are
those who possess one or other of them. The bulk of
the community is daily imposed on by the prestige
of a qualification which it does not share.” This
gullible attitude is turned to account by crowds of
persons who were chronics and dunces while at
college, but who have at last succeeded in gaining a
diploma wherewith to cloak their incompetence.
Their subsequent practice results in injury not only
























































































































































































































































































