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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

'DAVID STEWART ERSKINE,

EARL or BUCHAN, axp LORD CARDROSS.

WHILE you, my Lord, by ev’ry Mufe infpir'd,
And, greater ftill, by patriot-virtue fir'd,

Delight in walks yourfelf have facred made,

And call the Nine to Dryburgh’s verdant thade,

b Defcribe
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Defcribe the poifon of the oolden fleece, 5
And flocks that fport on Tweda’s banks in peace,
Thy flocks, of pureft white, that ne'er were {old

For pomp, for pow’r, nor all-bewitching gold,
Sometimes refort to Lothian’s felrtilﬂ fields,

Or fair Kirkhill, that equal pleafures yields; 19

Enrich your country’s {’cmr;.s with curious coins,
From ancient paintings form more bright defigns,
Or oft from nature the refemblance ftrike

With equal fkill, and both are prais'd alike ;

Of ScornanD’s Queen difplay the native grace, 15
The wond rous charms of her enchanting face, .

Her brow how fmooth, her afpect how ferene,

Her artlefs foftnefs and engaging muen 3

Shew
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Shew the fair Saint freed from the pride of drefs,
And all her beauty heighten'd by diftrefs, 2.0
That bards and painters might together ftrive
Who beft could reprefent what feems alive :
Could Nature from the fhades great Homexr bring,
A brightér Helen would remain to fing;
And Zruxrs, rifing, might with eﬁvy ViCWei SinE
What an admiring public owes to you :

While you give chiefs and {ages all their fame,

And from oblivien faye ev'n s name,

Make Philomela charm the lift'ning fivains

With all the mufic of her mournful ftrains ; 30
While firft, by you, fhe fills from ScoriaN {prays
The plains and woods with her enchanting lays,

" ba Purfuits
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Purfuits how dread ! and profpeéts differing far
Plunge other minds in fad, and gloomy care;
Deftruétion rages in the realms around ; 35
Nought heard but War,and Difcord’s dreadful found,

That, breaking from th’ infernal regions forth,

L]

Have {pread their fury o'er the Weft, and North; ,
Commanded by Ambition’s madd'ning train,

Who, daring ev'ry crime that man could ﬁa;in, 48
Extinguith order, and each heav'n-born art,

That raifes genius, or refines the heart:

Fierce as when Goths, the Vandal, and the Hun,
O’er all the realms of facred {cience run,

And blotted out whate’er of arts, of wit, 45

Of laws, or liberty, the Nine had writ;
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Or when proud Edward urg'd his rapid way

Thro' Britith climes, with armies in array,

Am:l to deftruction doom’d each poet’s head

From a barbaric, and a coward dread, %0
That learniﬁg’a voice would drown the dire alarms,
And hoftile wit excel his boafted arms ;
‘Then ev’ry record, wherefoe’er he came,

Gave to the fury of devouring flame ;

Nor, deed detefted of a barb’rqus_ age ! 55
Oh ! fatal triurn;)h ;Jf t}rra_nnjc rage |

Spar'd ev'n the relics of old claffic lore,

Great FEreus fav'd from burning Rome before., *

% See Spottifwood’s Ecclefiattical Hiftory, Book II,
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O ! had they but few ages more furviv'd,

But till that heav’'n-directed time .a:rriv’d, 6o
When men were taught, by fome infpiring Mufe,
The glorious Typographic art to ufe;

Not all the curfe that War, or Difcord, brings,

Nor all the fury of centending kings,

Had robb’d the world of that invalu’'d ftore, 65
By crimes, fad Alexandria fﬂ.lt‘befare ]

When the fierce Saracen, with favage joy,

Decreed all ancient learning to deftroy ;

All monuments the gods ordain’d to laft,

To give rememb’rance of their bleflings paft. 70

But equal mad Ambition now confpires
Againft bright Liberty’s getherial fires,

And,
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And, led by frantic {pirits rifing round,
Right to dethrone, and reafon to ct}qfuund,
To raife oppreflion to the place of nght, 75
And darken Freedom’s day by lawlefs might, |
Makes 1ignorance with rapid ftrides advance,

L]

Involves 1 anarchy the r——s of F e,

And firjves to gag, to bind, the tuneful Nine,.

Left they give utt'rance to fuch notes divine, 8o
I‘Lls gain'd, in former times, mankind’s applaufe,
From thofe fair advocates of Freedom’s caufe.

O! Peace, Truth, Virtue, to what foreign fhore,
Retire ye, deftin’d to return no more ?

Drd::n,in"d no more to raife the heav’nly brows, 85
Adorn’d with laurel, and with olive-boughs, -

b 4 Own'd,
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Own’d, in thefe finking nations, by fo few,
But with the name of Erskine ftill in view ;
A name, that equal wins a bright renown,

Or in the peaceful fhade, or bufy town. ga

Or fome great names with this we might combine,
‘Who never bow'd before Corruption's fhrine ;
Whom ftill unbrib’d, unpenfion’d, we behold,

To vindlica,te fair Freedom as of old,

Secure in native worth, in reafon’s fway, 05
In all tl;c virtues which the good obey ;

And, in the thade, the fenate, or the field,

For learning, fenfe, and {pirit, have excell'd.

" Yet are the Mufcs to no place confin'd,

But, ranging fill, their empire is the mind; 300

Nor,
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Nor, life remaining, can the pow'r of man
Or clog their wings, or make them fly in vain.
Tho' they delight ia walks, in fylvan {cenes,
In vales, in mountdins, a‘.nd in flow’ry greens,
They find their way to thofe forfaken {eats, Iro 5
By haplefs mortals made their laft retreats;
Sick beds they vifit, oft in prifons dwé]l ;
They leave the palace for the gloomy cell;
There, like the fun, difpel the thades of night,
And o’er the mind diffufe more glorious light. 110
Great TuaMyRr1s, and greater M&on’s {on,
Were poor, and blind, and many hazards run.
AscrzA’s bard, and tuneful OrpuEUS, found

A dreadful fate from ignorance around;

Both
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Both unregarded in their native lands, 115§
And ‘buth1 untimely dy’d by t;a.rh’rnﬁs hands,

Nor, Linvs lefs, the fitfi who taught to bring
Alﬁng the Grecian 1yre' the fqunding tring,
Receiv’d his death from the dull demi-god,

He vain inftruéted in his own abode, 128

Nor, ArcurmepEs ! be thy fame unfung,
From more than fifters of Caftalia {prung :
01 Tetthe Mufe, with awe fuperior, wait
| On thine 11;'E‘quall'd name, and tell th}?.' fﬁte,
- Wheo drew from Heay'n itfelf the wond'rous art, 123

That tofs'd the thip, and turn'd afide the dart,

But
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But fell, at length, amidft alarms, and fire,

From oﬁﬂ relentlefs foldier’s heedlefs ire,

Ev'n when the gen’raus eonful vow'd reward

To whate'er hand thy valu’d life had fpard: 130
But thou nor ftarted at approaching death,

Nor once repining gave thy glorious breath,

But, undifmay’d, thy mighty tatk purfu’d,

Ev'n when the hoftile falchion o’er thee ftood.

Such artsas thine had none but Newrox try’'d; 133

And none but he thy death fo calm had dy’d !

Yet Ovip ceas'd not, with fweet voice, to fing,

Amid the woes that want and exile bring ;

Expell'd
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Expell'd in age from his delightful home,

He wrote 1n Pontus, what was lov'd in Rome; 140
His lofty- Mufe above misfortune f(;rar*d :

And mad LucreTIvus Nature’s laws explor'd ;

8 5 i inind, before with various knowledge fraught,

Reveal’d, at-times, what Epicurus taught, p

Unhappier Lucan! fad was thy reward 145
For pow'rs of fong almoft beyond a bard ;
Who knew, from early youth, to fweep the firing
More fwift than ¢'er another Mufe could fing,
Fair Liberty thy facred voice infpit’'d,

And made thy name in after-times admir’d, 150

But
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But could not fave thee from a tyrant’s wrath,
Nor art'ries bleeding in the ftifling bath ;
Yet wert thou not forfaken by the Nine,
But ev'n in death repeated fongs divine ;
Pharfalia’s field in lateft accents fung, 155
Pharfalia trembled on thy fault’ring tongue !
So dying fwans erect their gafping throats,
And pour their tuneful fouls En heav'nly notes.
But tyrants, that {o oft mankind have curft,
Diftinguith not betwixt the beft, or worft; - 160
Too oft t.héﬁr doom the good, the learn’d, the wile,
And dark deceit, and dire injuftice prize. |
Not fuch the conduét of great Pririr’s fon,
When by affault the Theban city won,

4 And
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And all committed to the rage of flame, 163
He fav’d not only thofe, wlhu then could name
Themfelves cnf their immortal poet’s line,

But ev'n the manfion of the bard divine.

The Hero too amidft his conquefts mourn'd,

That then no bard the fpacious earth adorn'd, 170
To crown his viét’ries with Apollo’s bays,

To make their glory fhine in future days

And thofe of ev’ry rank, in pain and grief,

Have from th’ infpiring Mufes found relief.

Great ADRIAN OD his dying bed compos'd, ‘ 175
And only with his life the verfes clos'd.

Loxcinus ! who but mourns thy haplefs fate,

Sunk in the ruins of a falling ftate ?
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O ! fame eternal of thine eaftern clime ;
Thyfelf, what thy rich fs;.ncy draws, fublime,
And great before a ruthlefs tyrant feen,

As in thy book, or councils of thy queen.

Nor lefs Boeru1us felt infpicing fire,
Seiz’'d, and condemn’d to cE.lic B}f‘éﬁthic ire ;
For not at this injuftice he repin’d,

But, fure of death, and in a cell 't_:onﬁn‘d,
Prud_u:::’d thofe moral works of facred name,
That ALFrED, and Eriza gave to fame ;

Thofe names for ever dear, and fill rever'd

180

185

Where Freedom’s, Law’s, or Liearning’s voice1s heard;

That
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That Cuavcer too delighted to rehearfe, 191

And turn'd, like them, inte his native verfe.

But here, what Mufe could leave unfung thy fate,

Thou light of man! CorErN1cUs the Great ?

The fage unequall’d, to whofe mind was giv'n 19§
To trace the motions of the ftarry heav'n;
Ordain’d, with new difcov’ries, to reftore
The truths Pythagoras had taught before ;

To thew how earth around her axis runs,

-

The fun the center, and fix'd ftars new funs, 200

To light fome other earths, or worlds that lie

In diffant regions of th’ @therial fky ;
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All moving ftars, and planetary fbheres;'
That, as our earth, our fun, fill circle theirs
In fpa}ce .}ret unéunr:e’iv’d, infinite round ! 203

%

To which nor eye, nor mind, can fix a bound ;

But certain pl’D'Df‘Df one Almighty Soul,

That guides, oerfees, informs, fuftains, the whole ;
Throughout the vaft, the univerfal plan,

From worlds on high down to the infe@ man: 210
Who, tho’ fo weak, fo little, juft in time,

Tho’ creeping on a point, thinks all for him,

And waftes his moment in defiructive wars

With thofe call’d foreign, or in thnwwbrecI jars,

More dreadful ftill ; whert: brother, father, fon, 21 i

Anc kinfian, are by mutual hands undone,
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’fct fome, like this, are form’d with minds to foar
Thro' rolling orbs, and Nature to explore;

He banifh'd Epir:ycles,_ empty {chemes,

Excentrics, and all Ptolemaic dreams ; " 2z0
But, for the fyftem, that all human race

Have fince approv'd, | and with one mind embrace,
Was (dreadful to reiate 1) in prifon thrown,

Thf;:I'E doom’d to lie, till he the trﬁth difown,

The very truth his fenfes taught before ; 225
And this the-curs'd effeét of papal pow'r,

hat foe to learning, when o’er all the world

Sad ignorance from its dire arm was hurl'd,

With racks, wheels, flames, and ev’ry dreadful name,

That ¢'er from tyrants, or their minions came. 230

But
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But ceafe, my Mufe, for this great fage to mourn,
And to thy bards, and to thy theme return;

For foon a brighter wreath, from Dryburgh’s thade,

Of bays for ever-green, fhall bind his head.

The firft of ScoT1a’s kings, immortal JamEs, 235
An equal name, and equal honour, claims ;
The captive prince, by too fevere a fate
Doom’d to confinement in a foreign fiate,

To pafs long years in {olitary gloom,

Brought arts, and learning to his dreary room, 240
Made plaintive notes refound thro’ Windfor's grove,
And footh’d his foul with mufic, and with love,

" \ C 2 In
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In equal forrow, and in equal gloom,
Shut, as it were, within a living tomb,
See ! the hiftoric Mﬁ_ﬁ: alike attend 245
On warlike Rare1cu, and on fkilful FRIEND ;

Confin'd to bed, SCARRON unrivall'd fung,

And Prror’s Alma from a prifon {prung.

Nor ¢'er thall I, by fuch examples mov'd,-
Inclin’d to write, and by the Mufe belov'd, 250
With health returning from paft forrow fink,

Or not enjoy the firft great power to think
The facred 1pow’r , that I'I'lﬂ.;l divides from beaft,
And brings all i_lcav‘n within the human breaft;

The
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The fource of Geniu;, Learning, and the Mufe, 255
Which none than Bucr AN better knows to ufe ;
Nor keep from others what to me is giv'n,
And fruftrate thus the hallow'd will of Heav'n,
Who gave not men their fcience to conceal,
But what we know ’fis-dut}r to reveal.*® 260
And to the Mufe it fiill belongs to mix

Delight with each infiruction, thus to fix

* Every writer of genius is born a magiftrate of his country ;
and he ought to enlighten it as much as it is in his power. His
abilities give him a right té do it. Whether he be an obfcure or
a difinguifhed citizen, whate;'er be his rank or birth, his mind,
which is always noble, takes its claim from his talents. His tri-

bunal is the whole nation, his judge+is the public. Raynal’s

Philofophical Hiftory, B. XIX.

€3 The
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The wand'ring minds of thofe, who chiefly need
Her precepts, and induce them oft to read.

Hem:é I atiempt, from the Pierian {pring, 263
Somé ufeful maxims in new light to bring ;

That may alleviate many a dreadful woe

Attendant on the human race beloﬁ,

Thofe fad misfortunes, that too oft befall,

The dire difeafes that impend on all. e | 250
Nor you difdain, in Englifh drefs, to hear

'The facred lays, that pleas'd a royal ear ;

When fierce Rebellion fhook the Gallic throne,
When, war completing what the league begun,

For friends and fubjects flain great HENR Y mourn'd,

And all the mirth of France to forrew turn’d; 276

Pro-
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Prote&, my Lord, :the name yourfelf have rais'd,

He needs not fear to write, whom BucHAN prais'd,

In thefe fad times, when civil fury rag'd,
And ev'ry rank in-mortal feuds engag'd, 280
Thefam’d St. Mar raEtheirdreadful cares beguil'd ;
He fang the nurfing of an infant child,
And to the fofter {ex his lays addrefs’'d,
By whom fuch violence is oft fupprefs'd.
Aswhen, theSenate prompting, matrons went 283
From ancient Rome, deftruction to prevent,
The mother bow'd before her cong’ring fon,

The wife entreated, that the fiege begun

C4 Her
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Her hufband would forfake ; and they prevail'd,
Whenl war, when érms, and artful tre-;ztits faild ¢ 290
So the good bard infcrib’d his fong to thofe,
Whofe pleafing influence might remove their woes ;
Attempting thus, by gentleft mezns, to win

All minds from war, to make them look within,
On milder objects ev'ry thought to place, 295

And fave their prefent, and their future race:

Then, pleas’d, accept the lays; let them be {ung
To BriTa1n’s daughters in the Englifh tongue,
Sweet-founding, copious, ever in our view,

And may with httle toil be ScoTiA’s too. 300

0!
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O! when {hall come the much-defir'd event,
For which long tirﬁe, long labour, has been fpent,
When language, like the kingdoms, thall be one,
. And Scoria’s mountains claflic as the throne ;
Then mutual jealoufies no more fhould reign, 303
But all, like brothers, the fame mind maintain ;
And, as when fpirits from their bodies fly,
Afcend, and recognize their native ky,
Who from far ifles thould to AucusTA come,
Surpriz’d, would find themfelves but more at home;
For this have poets fung, and fages wrote, 311
And all in Englith drefs reveal their thought;

But other methods muft the knowledge feek,
For many write, but few have learn’d to fpeak.

Yet
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Yet hefﬂ the name of Ersx1x e ftands confeft ¢ 378
O/! far, how far! confpicuous o’er the reft, *.
For language, learning, {pirit, manly fenfe,
For wit, and all-perfuading eloquence;

"Not ¢’er excell’d by him, of old fo fam’d,

Who once the prince of ‘Orators was nam’d; 320 -

Or that illuftrious Roman,. known as well
By pow’rful accents from his lips that fell ;
_'Whnr{i the firft honour of the ﬁ:ate; renowns,

And all the glories of the civic crowns.

* & The pame of ERskine fuggefls to every body the
4 firft eminence in Science, in Genius, Eloquence, Wit, and

d B—ke to the
¢ E—1 of B—~—n, dated London, July yth, 1786.

¢ Spirit.”"—Part of a letter from Mr. E

But
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But ev'n in writing we come {till behind 325
What foreigners from us-m:right hope to find ;
For many poets in harfh ianguage write,
When they, with eafe, might {weeter fongs indite.
What bard, afpiring to immortal famf:;,
- That future ages might preferve his name, 330
'i“é:s:prefs poetic thoughts has ever chos
A tongue, . 1n which none try to write in profe;
A language never to perfection ‘t:m:n:u:t;_lwltﬂj
And out of ufe, andalmoft out of thought?
Tis true the Gentle Shepherd charms the ear, ~ 335
And all his artlefs lays delighted hear;
- But _wh:nce has this fuperior pleafure fprung,

Save chief from lines that mark the Englifh tongue ?

Had
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Had ev'n great Virgil gain’d unfading bays,
Or his brigh:r works iilumiln’d modern days, 340
If, by fome wayward infpiration led,
Tho’ born with genius, and to learning bred,
The poet had forfook the tongue divine,
By which the bards of Rome illuftrious fhine,
And fought from t]lé.t rude dialect applaufe, 345
Iﬁ which old Nu;tna. had re:veal:d his laws ¢
One ifland furely fhould one language claim,
Elfe whence may bards and fages have their fame?
And now, as then, th’ expreflion-of the thought
Should mark the age, ‘in which the author wrote,
And not confound old; obfolete, and vile,. 35T

With polifh’d language, and a purer (tyle.

But
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But I no mean performance think t* obtrude,
No indigefted mafs unfnrxp'd, and rude ;
No vulgar fong, nor ufelefs; but the fruit | ae5
Of labour, ftudy, and of much purfuit,
Of learning, genius, of a gen'rous heart,
And cx_wicnus fearch into the healing art ;
By which St. MARTHE gain’d an immortal name,
And only ARMsTRONG boafts an equal fame ; 360
By Ronsarp praisd, by SCALIGER was lof’d,
And all the fons of France the {fong approv'd.
Nor was his fame confin'd to them alone § |
But in Europa’s fartheft climes was known ;
And fome in all her countries try'd to make 363
The ufeful bard his Roman garb forfake,

2 To
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To fpeak their native tongue ; by which he grew

Still more admir’d, as op’ner to the view;

And let this humble laurel now Be mine,

That I, the meaneft, try the ftrains divine, 370

Yet, had it been my fate in early days !
T’ obtain, as late, your voluntary praife ;
Spontaneous offspring of difcerning thought,
Won by defert, and dearer as uﬁfc-ught :
Toknow your learning, friendfhip, fenfe refin'd, 373
Superjor tafte, and comprehenfive mind ;
By you proteéted I had rofe to fame,
And gain’d, ere this, with glorious bards a name ;

For,
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For, finding thus, beneath your guardian-hands,
That tendernefs, which genius fiill demands, 380
That bears not to be crufh’d ; but, like a flow'r,
Muft be fupported, from its earlieft hour,
By {ofteft culture of fome friendly hand,
Till fironger ftems aérial blafts withftand ;
Still to the Mufes I had bent my mind, 383
To whom my youth, my infancy inclin'd.
But, fince of unhop’d withes now pofleft,
With health, with eafe, with facred friend{hip bleft,
The friendfhip of a virtuous heart, and good,
More dear to mine than treafures of the proud, 390
Let me attempt the heights defir'd before,

Unlock now ancient, now the modern lore,

And







- DIDAC‘ TIC Poemc; whether on mural |
duties, philofﬁplucal fpccuiatmnu, .or

dchvermg, In an agreeable manner, the
pljiu;:iplelsr of aﬁy. pa.rticulaf art, or
{cience, have in aﬂ .a.ges: been highly
eftcemed, and confidered as holiding
the next place to heroic or epic poe-
try: and, as the latter is valued on ac-
count of the dignity of its'fubjec, the
grandeur and f{ublimity of its ideas; fo
1s didadtic poetry for elegance of ex-

die prefiion
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preffion and utility. In the firft of
thefe the Pédotmphia yields only to the
Georgics of Virgil; and in the laft ex-

cells that adfnired poem, in fo far as
the lives of mankind are of more con-
{equence than the animal creation, or
the fruits of the ground: in point of
utility, it may claim the precedence to
all poems ancient or modern. For, of
misfortunes incident to humantty, none
is {o diftrefling to a fecling mind as the
death of children ; it is an affliction that
preys upon the mind, and encreafes with
time. The longer time the fufferer has to
refle& upon his lofs, the more he thinks
what his fon, or daughter, might have

been,
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\bEenl, if they had lived to years of mha-
turity ; nor- can bufinefs, or diverfiony
completely  eradicate the idea of what
was once {o dear to him, and on which
he had placed fo much of his future
happinefs. It is, perhaljé, the only evil
in life for which nature has not provided.
a remedy. The death of parents is ex-
pected from age, and muft happen im
the common courfe of things ; poverty
may be got the better of by indaftry 5
cuftom recﬁncﬂes prifoners tol their con-
fined . habitation ; pain has intervals ;
ficknefs, by depriving the patient of his
fenfes, frequently deftroys itfelf; but,
for this no relief can be expected.

d 2 Wherefore
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- Wherefore, fince this térrible evil ad-
mits of fio remedy, all that can be done
is to'thew the beft method of prevent-
ing it, tamely, by laying the founda-
tion of a good conftitution ; and fuch is
the humane deﬁgn of the ﬁ}llﬁvﬂng po-
em; the origiiial of which (efteemed by
men of ledrning the principal work of
Scevole de Sainte Marthe, amonig' the
- greateft poets, who have appeared fince
the claffical a'gés of -ahtiquity) 1S  writ-
tenr with all the fluency and elegance of
which theLatin las guage is capable; andy
befides,its poetical ﬁrnam'ents, of beat-
tiful epifodes and fimilies, its ufeful
precepts are delivered in{o plain a man-

ner,
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ner, that they may_ be as readily under-
ftood, and certainly will be more cafily
retained in the memory than if they had
been  given in pmfe This. wark Qf
St. Marthe ﬂmws, in the fulleft, man-
ner, that the humbleﬁ and moft fami-
liar fubjecrts admit, not only of b'e_i_ﬂg
communicated in verfe, but ::;f the high—-
eft poetical ornament, ﬁhen 111 the
hands of men of genius; and as his
critics and bmgr:aphers | obfervﬁ, 'h;
comes very little fthort of the majeﬁy of
Vifgil, during thﬁ whole 'nl':ourfe of h-is
poem : but the heft recommendatmn Df
it is the number of edltmns thmugh
* which it hag gone; ten during the life

of the author, ten foreign editions fince,

d 3 and
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and one at London in 1708 ; befides
two tranflations ihto French, the firft
in verfe, which the author himfelf be-
gan by order of king Henry IIL the fe-
cond done a good many years after his
death; and a variety of tranflations into
t;nther European languages, as mentioned

by father Niceron.

In the préfent tranflation I have en-
deavoured, as far as my learning and
abilities would permit, to transfufe into
Engﬁﬂn‘ the idea and even the words of
the original, where the great difference
not only between the idiom of the twa
languages, but between the Latin hex-
ameter and Englith rhyfes of ten {yl-

lables,
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lables, would permit ; and, at the fame
time, to give the whole meaning of my
author, that no part of his valuable
precepts might be loft. How far I have
fucceeded the reader muit determine :
[ fhall only obferve, with regard to
tranflations in general, that it is per-
haps more difficult to tranflate from
- Latin than Greek, providing both lan-
guages are equally underftood; be-
caule the copioufnefs of the Greek ap-
proaches nearer to the nature of En-
glifh than the concifenefs of the Latin;
befides that the former is much more
analogous; and that all didadic, and
reafoning poems require a greater df:;

d 4 gree
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gree of attention, and admit of fewer
deviations from the original, than thofe

of the narrative kind, where fancy pre-

- dominates, and in which beauty of lan-

guage 1s commonly. the firft confidera-

‘tion. Hence it is neceflary not only to

underfland the original language, but
alfo to have a competent knowledge of
the art or fcience which the author has

chofen for thé fubject of his. poem.

- We cannot {uppofe Mr., Dryden to have

been' capable of tranﬂating the Georgics
{o clofely as he has done ; nor Mr. Fen-
ton of giving his beautiful, and exact
verfion' of Oppian; had thc one been
entufﬂy ignorant Uf aﬁncultme and the
other of natural hiftory.  For the {fame

reafon
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reafon every- tranflator {hould take up
his original, even though a modern, with
reverence, -and never wanton!y'deviate
from .his text, but always fuppofe that
the author knows more of the fubjedt,
which he has pmbaﬁ]y {tudied for years,
than him{felf, who r:}nl}r treads in his foot-
fteps. For want of attending to this
maxim, the only Englith tranflation of
. the Pedotrophia, ﬁrhich has appeared

before the prefent, is extremely de-
fedtive.

The fecond, and I believe the laft
edition of it was printed in 1418, and
it is dedicated to Dr. Garth,  The

anonymous author (or authors, for the

phrafe
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~phrafe ¢ none of us” in the dedication
would feem to hint that more than onc
perfon had been concerned in it) ac-
knowledges' his entire ignorance of the
medical art; and he feems to have
known as little of the author, whom he
calls on his title-page phyfician to Hen-
ry III. of France; whereas the reader
will find, from his life immediately fol-
lowing this preface, that he never con-
cerned himfelf with medicine farther
* than in writing his Paedotrophia, which
was pmduced in confequence of fome
tedious and {evere diforders that af-
" flicted his own family. Another intention
of it, as he mentions in the beginning

of
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of Book third, was to be a mean of
reftoring peace to his native country, by
turning the minds of the fair fex from
{cenes of blood and {laughter, conti-
nually before their eyes in the time of
a long and ruinous civil war, to more
agreable objects, and the care of their
offspring. He had likewife 2 powerful
inducement from the defire Henry III.
(to whom the poem was dedicated)
{hewed of having children; of which

he likewife takes notice.

It 1s obferved, in the adverti{fement
prefixed to the firft Dutch edition. of
Mr. Pope’s Tranflation of the Iliad

(whe-
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(whether :wxitlteg_fby the Tranflator or
not, let thofe beﬂ; .acquainted with his
ﬁﬂe ; defermine), - that the - ﬁﬁteentdl}

‘century was the;mgﬁ;glprinus for learn-

ing fince the time of Auguftus. | Of
this the numberlefs beautiful poems
prodirced xin that age, both 1n_Britain
and on. the Continent, are admirable
mftances, - and none ' more than the

following: poem. At that time almoft

every work of merit was written

in an ancient language ; both “becaufe
no modern tongue, except. the Italian,
was braught to perfetion ; and becaufe
the continued and univerfal wars and
perfecutions on account of  religion

obliged
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obliged both foses to Rady e 18thed
languages, not ‘as an accomphi‘hm‘éﬁf"
' bt as theBett nieans of makmti' thérms
felves stéqua'lﬁted with ‘thofe Teligious
tehets, Whidh it was neceﬂﬁrytﬁ e
Brice for the pfeireﬁfﬁffaﬁ%’f it 1iVes

Hénee St Marthié 'chofe ‘to convby hié
pf‘ecepts in Latin, - vt Whén thcy
| Were chiefly” infended  f3¢ fhd ke of

mothers and nurfes. Buf the khow-
ledge of anciént iahguage's-' is now con
fified to a#évy men of learning. Mény,’
who' pretend “to an aéquaiﬂtancéwi’c-h'
the writers of éiﬂtiqﬁit'y, have it only
through the medium of tranflations”
and I make no doubt but the meannels.

of
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of the former verfion of this poem has
contributed to bring even the original
into difrepute. The T ranﬂator la-
ments with great propriety, that Dr.
Garth himfelf had not had leifure to
attempt it; which no doubt would both
have preferved its reputation, and {u-
perfeded all future tranflations. Yet,
with all his incapacities, he tells us, he
has endeavoured to improve his ori-
gnal ; and that furely in a VEery un-
common method. In fome places
whole fentences are pafled over in
filence ; in others, particularly in the
medical part, the fenfe is altogether
perverted, and the fiyle, except in a

Y ery
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very few- inftances, not only inelegant,
but full of low difgufting phrafes, fuch
as “ clouts” for cloths, or wrappors,

“-pap

others ye{ more indelicate’; enough to

F

for a woman’s  nipple, -and

prevent any . woman of delicacy,: not
only from following the ufeful, precepts
contained 1n it, but even from giving
it a fingle perufal; ‘and very contrary
to the defign of the worthy  author,
who has In a manner éxhauﬂcd ‘the
Latin language for delicate terms to
exprefs his ideas, that they might infinu-
ate themfelves, as it were imperceptibly,
into the minds of married ladies, for
whom they were in a great meafure

111
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intended. Befides, a certain imbe-

¢illity of expreffion that appears through
the whole, and exhibits a ‘moft’ con-
plete fpecithen “of that kind of ftyle
ealled by Mr!Pope the" Tnfittine, or
Nothingnefs. In Torne paffages ' it is
entirely unintelligible, of which I fhall
give the following example from 'the
diredtions for chufing ‘a nurfe—

¢ She muft not with a late conception teem,

¢ Nor of the marriage-joy forgotten dream—"

Of thefe the firft line may be under-
ftood, but the fecond cannot; for put
the thought in profe, and it will run

thus 2 * She muft not teem _with n late

) con-

g
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eonception, nor dream of the marriage-
joys which the has forgot.” Quzre,

how can perfons dream of what they

have forgot ?

Its inelegance is no léfs remarkable.

For inftance, Ipeaking of a new-born
child :

““ Then the kind nurfe, with tender fingers, clears

““ His mouth from filth, and ¢’en his eyes and ears.”

The paflage in the third book,
where the daughter of the Sun finds
Hercules in a fit of the epileply, and

fixes g piece of wood betwixt his teefh;
1s thus tran{lated

e ¢¢ She
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¢¢ She rais'd his head, and epened with a ftck

¢ His lips, and "nointed his declining neck.”
This childith method of clipping words,
and alfo of taking away the firft letter
from the third perfon fingular of the

prefent of the fubftantive verb, occurs
in almoft every page. The firft can
fcarce ever be ufed with propriety :
the laft, by a good poet, fometimes
may ; as in thefe two beautiful lines of

Pope:

¢ But tell the reeds, and tell the vocal fhore,
¢ Fair Daphne’s dead, and mufic is no more.”

But how fuperior is this to the follow-
ing couplet in the tranflation of which I

ati
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am {peaking ; and which is as good as

the general run of its verfification :

“ Firft with weak lips the {welling breaft he’ll pull,
‘“ Help him, and fqueeze it till his belly’s full.”

The laft line is not only ridiculoufly
inelegant, but contrary to the meaning
of the author, and to common fenfe ;
for, if the child want ftrength to
fuck himfelf, no fqueezing can anfwer
any purpofe, except to vex the mother,

without relieving the feeble infant.

The following tranflation of a {imile,
in the fecond hook, affords examples

e 2 of
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of inelegance, ‘pleonafm, bathos, and
abfurdity : |

¢ Thus did, of old; the Rhodian fportfmen balk,
¢ And Cretan bunters check the hungry hawk -
¢¢ They fthew'd him food, and what they thew'd
¢¢ refus'd ; _
¢ They gave, deny'd, and thus to feed *fwas us'd,
. ¢¢ Left, at one fwallow, he the meal might eat,
‘ ¢¢ And gorge himfelf with the #nfgfled meat.”

* Thefe {pecimens will probably fa-
tisfy every reader of tafte with regard
to the former tranflation of this poem,
and of confequence be a fufficient apo-
logy for the prefent undertaking, to
fhew fo ufeful a work in a more agreea-
ble light. * At the fame time 1 have

made
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made what ufe of it I could; and I am
only forry that fo little affitance could
be drawn from it. But, that the whole
might be rendered more complete and
ufeful, care has -beeh taken that it
thould be illufirated with copious-notes,
partly eriginal, - and partly extraéted
.fmm the beft medical writers on the
fame fubjets: of which laft T have
found none more ufeful than Dr. Upn.
derwood’s excellent Treatife on the Dj-
feafes of Children ; which, as being the
moft complete in its way, thét has yet
appeared, has defervedly obtained the
‘patronage of the greateft Lady in the

nation.

¢ 3 From
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From the notes it will appear that,
notwithftanding the changes, which muft
have taken place in medical pradtice
fince the time of St. Marthe, the regi-
men he prefcribes 1s always excellent,
and many of his remedies il in ufe.
A few hiftorical notes are added, with
regard to fuch paflages of the hiftory of
France, and ancient ftories, as are oC-
cafionally alluded to 1n thofe beautiful
epifodes ; which, befides its {fuperior
utility, fet this poera above all modern
produétions of the dida&ic Mufe. And,
that nothing might be wanting to make
the reader acquainted with fo illuftrious
an author, his life is given at full

length,
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length, from his contemporary and fur-
vivor, Gabriel Michel, of Rochmaillet,
advocate for the parliament, with fuch
additional anecdotes as could be found
in the memoirs of father Niceron. Hisg
life, written in French by Michel, was
firft publithed in an edition of his works
at Paris, 1629, annd 30; was afte:r-
wards tranflated into Latin by John
Vigile Magirus, and publithed, among
a felect colletion of lives, at London,

by William Bates, 1681, in 4to.

The following tranflation of the
poecm was completed, near a twelve-
month ago, from the London edition |

€ 4 of
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of 1708, But the retired . fituation
ﬁf the tranflator, remote from the
fnciety -ﬂf learned men, and where
‘books were procyred with difficulty,
prevented his having accefs to the
‘whole works of St. Marthe till very
lately, and, in -confequence, of wri-
:tl_ing. fhkef_e introductions, . The .time
employed m it was: not long, only for-
ty—ﬁvg da:ys, and fome of thefe fpent
.ﬁi;_:tl__otlhe.r purfuits. But this is by no
:m.ean.s offered as any proof of its excel-
lence. On the contrary, it might very
probably be a. fault to go through it in
__flr::d thort a time. | Thq—*-; iny_ reafon ]
can givc for _tﬁ_is 15, that, after engaging

in
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in it, I could not do it flower.  And
here, though I neither with to compare
a modern didactic poem to the oreat
Iliad, nor its Tranflator to Mr. Pope,
1 cannot help t&kiﬁg notice of a miftake,
that prevails with regard to the time
emplc;yed by him iﬁ that celebrated
tranflation, L

It has been faid by Dr. John{6n, and
implicitly believed, merely becaufe af-
ferted by an author r:::uf reputation, that
Pope tranflated fifty verfes, or lines, of
the Iliad a day. But Dr. Johnfon him-
felf bears evidence that this account

cannot be juft, Pope fpent five years

in
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in tranflating the Iliad, He purchafed

all the notes from Mr, Broome, Dr.

Jortin, and other authors; the ma-
tet:ials for the Eflay on Homer were
fent him by Dr. Parnell. So that in
the whole five years he had only to
write his tranflation, his preface, and
improve the ftyle of the Effay. The
Greek Iliad confifts exaltly of fifteen
thoufand fix hundred and thirteen

Tlines. Now, allowing Pope but three

hundred days to his year of tranflating,
and the reft to gr::: for Sundays and ho-
lidays, at the rate of fifty lines a day,
he muft have finithed his work in little
more than one year. But, confidering

that
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that five years were employed in it, the
number of lines tranflated a day will be
found very fmall. At the fame time 1
am far from mentioning this with any
view to depreciate the merit of that
great, and yet unrivalled performance,
but entirely to correét a miftake that
might have been rectified, above a do-
zen years ago, by any perfon who had
taken the trouble to reckon the num-

ber of lines in the Iliad.

I likewife beg leave to make a re-
mark or two on what has been infifted
on by late critics, as a great error in po-
etic ftyle ; namely, the promifcuous ufe

of
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of the pronouns #boz and you. There
is no doubt but the pronoun #hoz de-
notes either refpect or contempt, ac-
cording to the manner in which it is in-
troduced, and that ;vaz; 1s ufed iIn more
familiar language; but, in the prefent
ftate of the Englith tongue, I appreheﬁd
this can only be determined by the ear;
that fometimes it may be proper to begin
a {peech with the pronoun'zbvz, if the
addrefs become more like common ‘con-
verfation to change it for yow, and wice
verfa. ~ S0 numerous examples of this
might be praduced from the beft poets,
that they will eafily occur to any rea-
der in the leaft converfant with their

works,
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works.- To which it may be added, that
the pronoun rAos having no plural,
~ therefore, in addrefling more perfons -
than one, in whatever manner it is
done, the pronoun ye or yox can only be
ufed. - So that if we can fuppofe a poe-
tic fpeech, where the {peaker mulft,
very refpeétfully, addrefs in one line a
- fingle Izierfun, and in the next feveral,
thou and yox muft of neceflity be pro-
mifcuoufly ufed. Some inftances of

this may be feen in Dryden’s Aneid.

If, after all the pains that have been
taken, there may be ftill one or two paf-
fages, with which fome nice young ladies

will
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will be apt to find fault, I would
advife fuch to be {paring of their cen-
fures till they are married, and in a
way ta become mothers themfelves ;
when it is not unlikely but they may
perufe, with the greateft benefit, thofe
very places which at prefent they will
moft readily condemmn: and, as a

tranflator, I did not think myfelf at

liberty to omit any part of a poem,

whofe reputation has been {o long, and

fo completely eftablithed.

25th March, 1795.

THE
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GABRIEL MICHEL, or ROCHEMAILLET,
ADVOCATE FOR THE PARLIAMENT;

AND OF

FATHER NICERON,
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VIO quibus utrumque.

Carr Puinix Epiftol, xvi, Lib. vi.
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IF, on the one han&, thofe deferve
to be celebrated who dedicate their
moft illuftrious actions to the fervice of

the publics and, on the other, they
f whe,
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who, retired from bufinefs, and at-’
tracted by the pleafures of a quiet life,
give birth to writings worthy of eter-
nity ;- how much greater 1s the
merit of thofe, whofe furpafling and
exuberant genius 1s capable of mixing
the qualities requifite for the one or
the other life! rare gifts of Heaven,
but which were happily united in
Scevole de Sainte Marthe. For, having
thewn himfelf equally capable of both
thefe commendable, and different func-
tions, it is doubtful whether he acquired
moft honour by {erving his country
with fidelity in matters of importance,
or by writing with no lefs elegance,
than exquifite {cience.

He- was born in the beginning of
Februﬁry, 1556, In the city of Loudun,
fituated on the confines of Anjou, of
Touraine, and of Poitou, under a

plea-
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pleafant temperature of air, and in the
moft fertile country of France; cir-
cumftances that are efteemed to con-
tribute; in no- fmdll degree, to the
production of great wits, fuch as have
arifen from this city. But it is my
opmion, that none of thofe have
attained an equal height of reputation.
The year of his birth i1s {o much the
more remarkable, as by another good
fortune it likewife gave to France Ar-
nold, Cardinal Doflat *, and Achilles
de Harlay, Chief Prefident in the Court
of Parliament of Paris, other two bright
ernaments of the fixteenth century.

He was defcended of a noble houfe,

* An account of almoft all the numerous writers
mentinned in this life of St. Marthe, as well as of
their works, will be found in Father Niceron’s
¢ Mémoires pour fervir a I'Hiftoire des EHommes
““ Illuftres dans la République des Lettres.”

f o which
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which has produced many perfonages
renowned in different profeflions, par-
ticalarly in an uncommon knowledge
‘of good literature, which {eems to have
been hereditary to this family.

Some ancient writings fhew that
Peter de St. Marthe held an honourable
office in the finances under Charles
VII. -and an hiftorical MS. written in
the time of Charles VIII. informs us,
that Nicholas de St. Marthe, having
{hewn his magnanimity during the war
againft England, was, with other
gentlemen, knighted at the fiege of
Bayonne, by the King's Lieutenant-
General in his army of Guienne.

Louis. de St. Marthe, Sieur of
Villedam in the county of Lodunois,
likewife bore arms in Italy during the
reign of Louis XH. Towards the end
of his life he retired to Anjou, and

caufed -
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caufed a magnificent houfe to be built,
called the Chapeau, near the city of
Saumur. He was the great grandfather
of our Scevole. |

His grandfather, Gaucher de St.
Marthe, of Riviere, was Counféllor
and Phyfician in ordinary to King
Francis I#; and fo much efteemed,
that Conrade of Lommeau, a contem-
porary author, in a book intitled the
Office of Advocate, calls him ¢ the
“ only interpreter of medicine between
“ us and foreigners, and another ZEf-
“ culapius.” . Leon de St. Maure,
defcended of a noble family, writes
thus : ¢ That he was much efteemed
“ for his virtues, and his learning.” In

thort, a hiftorian, who publithed in the

* This Gentleman was characéterifed by Rabc]ais,
under the name of I?.ICIDChDLE‘.

f g reign
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reign of Charles IX. attributes to him
the rank of firft Phyfician to the King.
He was god-father, and gave his name
of Gaucher to Monf. de St. Marthe,
his little ‘grandfon, who afterwards
ingenioufly changed it to Scevole,
which he has given himfelf in his
writings ; although this name {feems
improper, and not applicable to him
but by antiphrafis, confidering that he
employed himfelf with {o much {kill
and addrefs for the honour and illuftra-
tion of his country. Some learned
men of his time took occafion, from
this  fubject, to make various jefts and
allufions upon the name of Scevole,
and the hand of Monf. St. Marthe;
fometimes calling him Ambidexter, on
account of his Latin and French mufe.
His grandfather died . loaded wiﬂ;
honours, with years, and with riches,
| and
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and happy in five fons, whom (like
thofe who diligently cultivate young
plants) this old man had caufed to
be properly inftruéted, and puthed

them to fciences with good {uccefs.
Louis de St. Marthe, of Nueilly,
{olicitor for the King at the fee of
Loudun, eldeft of the five 'fons, gave
himfelf entirely to the ftudy of law.
Having no ambition, except to ferve
the government in his own country, he
preferred a continuance in this before
other places to which he was called,
and in which ‘he might have appeared
with' greater fame, being a man or
abilities, and fupported by great pa-
rentage and alliances, both on the
father’s and mother’s fide. Louis, and
Gaucher de St. Marthe his father, are
~ praifed by Salmon Macrinus, a Latin
poet, and among the moft renowned of
f 4 that
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that age. Loudun likewife boafts, and
not without good reafon, of having been
the place of his nativity.

Louis left three fons; Scevole was
the eldeft; the fecond, bearing the
name of his father, was likewife of
an elegant genius, and worthily exer-
cifed the offices of King’s Advocate at
the feat of the fpecial court of judi-
cature of Poictiers, of Afleflor, and in
fine of Lieutenant-General at the fame
feat. It is not little to his honour,
that the late prefident, M. Sequier,
whofe learning and eloquence are above
all recommendation, has often {hewn
the efteem that he had for feveral of
his public actions, of which he had
heard, when, being Mafter of Requetts,
he exercifed a commiffion at Poictiers.
René de St. Marthe, the third {fon,
~ bore arms in his youth ; then, embracing
an
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an ecclefiaftic life, became Grand Arch-
deacon in the cathedral church of
. Poi&iers, and was afterwards {ub-dean
of it. The father died at Paris; and
at St. Severin is to be feen an inferip-
tion, addreflfed to his memory, Dy his
three fons, Scevole de 5t Marthe,
treafurer of IFrance: Louis, king’s
advocate at Poictou; and René, then 1 .
the army.

Chatles de St. Marthe, lieutenant-
criminal of Alencon, the fecond fon of
Gaucher, phyfician to the king, has
been renowned among the learned of
of his time. He was hanoured with
the favour of that excellent lady,
Margaret queen of Navarre . and with
that of Madame, the duchefs of
Vendome, Frances of Alengon, who
employed him in matters of importance,
as did Anthony, king of Navarre. He

celebrated
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celebrated . thefe virtuous princefies
by two funeral orations, which he
publifhed, and fome French and Latin
poems; as alfo a Latin Paraphrafe on
fome of the Pfalms of David, with
other works.  Scevole, his nephew,
gives him a place in his excellent work
of  “ Eloges on men illuftrious for
¢ Learning,” jointly with his brother
James de St. Marthe, of Chandoifeau,
Iikewife of ﬁngulzu crudition, and very
well verfed in medicine, in the Greek
language, and in mathematics. In his
youth he gained the friendfhip of
Budeus, and wrote his life in a ftyls
truly elegant. Conrad Gefner mentions
it in his Bibliotheque. He likewife
tranflated from Greek into Latin the
oracles of Zoroafter, which he dedicated
to his father, and was like him phyfician
to the king. The eldeft of his twa

{ons,
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fons, Louis de St. Marthe, is lieutenant-
geneml in the ranks of Conftable and
Marechal of France, and a perfon of
eminent learning, as he has made
appear from his writings. The youngeft
'is Francis de St. Marthe, who with
honour and reputation exercifes the
office of advocate in the king’s great
council. As to René of Chateau-neutf,
in Poictou, and Jofeph of La Gueritiere,
the fourth and fifth fons of Gaucher,
with the exercife of arms they likewife
made profeflion of letters. Thefe five
brothers had for their fifter Habel de
St. Marthe, wife of the fieur de la
Goberie, a gentleman of valour and
fortune. The barons of La Croix, and
Bleré, in Touraine, are the iflue of this
alliance.

Scevole had likewife advantages in
his maternal extraction. Nicol le Fevre,

4 his



lxxx LIFE OF

his mother, efpoufed by Louis de St.
Marthe, was the daughter of the Lord
of Bizay in Lodunois, and niece of
Francis le Fevre of Beaulieu, king’s
advocate in the chamber of accom pts at
Paris.  She had for her brother René
I .Fevre, prefident s of -the  coust of
parliament, in the third chamber of
inquefts.
- The maternal grandmother of the
{ieur de St. Marthe (the fubjeét of our
difcourfe) fprang from the ancient and
noble houfe of the Berthelots in Tou-
raine ; from which likewife proceeded
- Gilles Berthelot, prefident in the cham-
ber of accompts. She had for aunt
Jean Berthelot, from whofe marriage
with  John Brigonnet, of Varenne,
treafurer of the Exchequer in the reign
of Louis. XI. -(then called receiver-
oeneral of the finances,) were procreated
three
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three fons of great qualifications ; viz.
William Brifonnet, counfellor of parlia-
ment, whofe pofterity yet remains;
William Brifonnet, the young cardinal,
and archbifhop of Narbonne, afterwards
of Rheims, made himfelf fo recom-
mendable, that king Charles VIII. gave
him the diretion of important affairs
in his eftablithment, and made him
chief of his cabinet-council. Robert
Brifonnet, their brother, was likewife
archbifhop and duke of Rheims, firlk
peer, and chancellor of France. On
account of this alliance, and others,
which were in the {ame family of the
Berthelots, the houfe of St. Marthe is
ftill related by parentage to thofe of
Hurant, Cheverney, of Gaillard-Long-
Jumeau, of Beaune, of Reffuge, Ruzé,
Robertet, Spifame, Fumée, Prevoft S.
Cire, and others raifed to great offices

of
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of the church, of ftate, and of foveteign

courts. °
Scevole de St. Marthe excited by the
Iplendor of all thefe domeftic examples,
which ferved as {o many torches to
light him in the road of virtue; and of
glorious aétions, gave in a very thort
time great hopes of himfelf, and figns
of his future greatnefs of mind. He
foon made a wonderful progrefs in good
literature, and profited greatly at the
Univerfity of Paris, where thofe ex-
cellent wits, who feem to have exhauft-
ed all the Greek and Roman eloquence;
Adrian Turnebe, Marc Antony de Mu-
ret, and Peter Ramus, difcovered to
him the living fources of eloquence
and of poetry; infomuch that they faw
this. new plant grow from day to day,
watered by fuch good hands, and def-
tined to bear in its time flowers of a
pleafant



SCEVOLE DE 5T. MARTHE. Ixkxiin

pleafant flavour; and afterwards deli-
cious fruits, of which France and foreign

countries have tafted with admiration.
He had likewife the happinefs to be
united in friendfhip with, and to have
for the companions of his firft {tudies,
perfons -of great learﬁirlg, and mertit,
raifed afterwards to eminent offices.
Among others Peter du FFaur of St.
Jory, Claudius de Faugon of Riz, chief
prefidents in the Parliaments of Tclofe,
and of Bretagne ; Charles de Chantecler;
and Francis Viette, mafter of requefts
-of the King’s hofpital ; Nicolas le Sueur,
prefident to the Inquefts of the Court
of Parliament of Paris, and grand pro-
voft of the office of Conftable. But he
had the honour of the friendfthip more
particularly  of Monfieur de Riz; and
afterwards that of the late Monfieur his
youngeft fon Alexander de Faucon, firft
' prefident

|
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prefident of the court of the parliamerit
of Normandy ; the diftinguithed virtue,
and learning of both having raifed them
to thefe high dignities. :
While Scevole was ftudying law at
the Univerfity of Poictiers, John de la
Perufe, commended by Ronfard, and
by Muret, died about the end of the
reign of Henry II. leaving imperfect the
tragedy of Medea, in French verfe. The
beginning of this work was fo happily
executed that the completion of 1t was
inftantly defired ; {fuch kind‘ of writing
being at that time yet new to the
French. The Sieur de St. Marthe, in
the firft verdure of youth, undertook to
perfect it, and added {uch ornament to
the work, that he acquitted himfelf of
it with applaufe ; this coup d’¢flay giving
him courage to attempt greater things.
Thus the tragic poet, young and unfor-
tunate
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tunate, who finithed his courfe in his
mormng - of life, had more happinefs
.and advantage, in {uch a rencounter, than
Timomachus of former times in his
portrait of Medea, (fo dearly purchafed
by Julius Cefar, even though imper-
fect)*; for, after the death of this ex-
cellent painter; no other perfon was
able, nor durft attempt putting the laft
hand to that remarkable work, any
more than to the Venus of Apelles.
From Poiétiers, Scevole came fo
Bourges, to continue his ftudies, and to
attend there the eloquent civilian Duas
rin, who perceived immediately  his
rare perfections, loved and cherifhed
him : he even forefaw that one day the
kingdom of France would boaft of ha-
* The portraits of ﬁjax and Medﬂ’a, left by g
momachus (the latier ubfinithed), are faid to have

been bought by Ceefar, for a fum equal to £.15,500

ﬁerling,-—See Arbuthnot’s Tables of ancient coins,
&c, p. 132,

g ving



Ixxxvi LIFE OF

ving given birth to fo greata man; be-
‘caufe he perceived infufed in him by
nature all that art ufually adds to, or
can furnith others with. Befides the
- ftudy of law, he had {o great a tafte for
poetry, and formed himfelf to {fuch an
acquaintance with it (as every one 1S
puthed by his particular inclinations)
that to have more means of leifure for
this ftudy, and for others which a fine
genius (eeks after, he returned to the
city of Paris, both to render himfelf
more capablé, and as much to profit
by keeping company with the learned,
who abounded: ithere, ~at: that time.
There he had firft the familiar acquaint-
ance of that great and incomparable
~ genius of fciences, and languages, Jo-
feph de la Scale (better known by the
name of Scaliger), a familiarity which
continued between them during the

~ourfe of half a century. He likewile
COn-
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contracted a friendthip with Claudius
Defpenfe, the famous do&or in theo-
logy, with John Dorat, - Peter Ronfard,
John Antony ' de Biif, John Pafferat,
and Remy Belleau.

Being ' excited by a generous and ho-
nourable defire to become acquainted
with the moft illufirious perfons of his
time, this made him refolve to fee
Monfieur, the Chancellor of the Hofpi-
tal, who received favourably from his
hand ¢ A Treatife upon the Prejudice of
“ the Venality of Offices.” During the
time that this learned perfon held the
balance of juftice, he had fo great
efteem for poetry that, among his more
ferious occupations, he tempered the
aufterity of affairs, and the {everity of
the laws, by the {weetnefs of this man-
ner of writing ; as in our time has been
done by feveral other great perfonages
of the long robe. His cpiftles in Latin

g 2 verle
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verfe are fo elaborate, that, in the judge-
ment. of the learned, they march with
a pace equal to thofe of Horace, and
have even I know not what fiill greater
degree of {weetnefs.

Scevole intended to follow Charles IX.
in the long journey which he took
through the provinces of his kingdom,
having fome time before been deputed,
by the inhabitants of Loudun, to his
Majefty on bufinefs of importance. But
he ftaid only a fhort time at court; and,
his defign beng interrupted, he went
forward to the city of Bourdeaux, where
he made acquaintance with Lancelot
Carles, bithop of Riez, Michel de Mon-
tagne, Helie Vinet, and other learned
men of Guienne. Afterwards, how-
ever, he came to find the King in the
city of Metz, and from that went even
to the frontiers of Germany.

Having
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Having returned to Loudun, he there
married (after a long courtthip*) Renée
de la Haye, daughter of the Sieur de
Malaguet, only heirefs of a great for-
tune: but her principal riches, and
moft precious dowry confifted in the
virtues and good qualities with which
fhe was adorned; among which was
confpicuous an ardent charity to the
poor. He had by her a number of
children, which are mentioned after-
wards, and they have not degenerated
from the virtue and good conditions
of the father. During the ftay which
he made at Paris in the years 1569, and
70, he acquired likewife the good-will
of Pontus de Thiard, and of William
Ruze, who were afterwards, the one
bifthop of Bourgogne, and the other of

* His Funeral Oration, by the famous Urban
Grandier,

g 3 Angers ;
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Angers ; of Germain Villant de Gueflis,
abbé of Pimpont, counfellor in the
Court, and afterwards bifhop of Orleans;
of Chriftopher de Thou, firft Prefident
of the Court of Parliament ; of Henry
 de Mefme, Lord of Roifly, Counfellor
of State,' and Chancellor of Navarre,
father of Monfieur de Roifly, and grand-
father of Monfieur, the Prefident de
Mefme ; who with fo much honour
and eminent learning appeared in the

councils of the King, and of the Par-

liament of Paris. They have continued
this affé&tion to the Sieur de St. Marthe;
as have likewife Guy de Faur, Lord of
Pibrac, then the King’s Advocate—cc-_
neral, afterwards Prefident of the Par-
liament of Paris; Pl}ilippés des Portes,
Abbé of Tiron; Eftienne Pafquier;
King's Advocate in the Chamber of
Accounts; Anthony I’Oifel ; Peter and

Francié

- :
Bl s e il et

e T ™
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Francis Pithou ; celebrated advocates in
the court. All thefe’ illuftrious per-
foﬂages had his infinitely-agreeable com-
pany, by which, and by the candour
of his manners, he conciliated to him-
{elf the affeCtions and hearts of every
one; of the great, by the fplendor of
his reputation, and of his virtues; of
his equals, by the charms of his con-
verfation, and of his learning; of his
inferiors, by his incomparable affability,
they yielding to him that honour and
veneration which is due to the virtu-
ous, and to thofe whofe qualifications
elevate them above the common race
of mankind.

The marriage of Charles IX. with
blizabeth of Auftria, daughter of the
Emperor Maximilian II, gave him a
worthy opportunity to take an elegant
ﬂight with his learned wing, as he did

g4 by
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by the Epithalamium which he pub-
lithed in French verfe, and fent to her
Majefty, who received it moft graci-
oufly #. At that time he likewife gain-
ed the acquaintance of that excellent
{ftatefman, Nicolas de Neufuille, Lord
of Villeray, fecretary of Commands,
by whom he was highly efteemed.

Our Scevole continued to give him-
{elf not only to French poetry, but
lLikewife to Latin, while his genius, na-
turally very pufhing, bere him both in
the one, and the other; which was
common to him with Joachim du Bel-
lay, John Pafferat, Nicolas Rapin, and
a few others. He compofed then m
Yrench verfe the tranflation, or imita-
tion, of a work filled with many elegant

* This Epithalamic Ode is, in a good meafure,
imitated from the Ixiid of Catullus, on the nuptlzﬂs
uf Manlius and Julia.

and



S CEVOLE DE §T. MARTHE. xciii

and falutary inftructions.  This was
the zodiac of human life, which the
Jearned and moral poet of Italy, Mar-
cel Palingene, has defcubed in Latin
verfe ; a tranflation fo faithful, and ele-
gant (as have been all the reft, which
he has fince happily executed) that
Remy Belleau remarks this foreign au-
thor to have had the fated name of
- Palingene, for two reafons; firft, for
his own poetry; and, fecond, for the
tranflation made of 1t by the learned
Dcevole #,

Some years after his marriage, he
fixed his moft common refidence in the
city of Poitiers; and was there provi-
ded with one of the principal offices of
finance in the diftri®. This refidence
was the more agreeable to him, as his
two brothers ftaid alfo at the fame

*
Palingene, or twice-born, from wdaw and
'}'ﬂ"ﬂ'i

5 place.
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place. Befides which, the Univerfity
was then very flourifhing, and the city
filled with men confummate in law,
phyfic, and humanity. Alfo that, at
this time, the Sieur de la Scale refided
in Poi&ou, with the late Monfieur
d’Abain, and de la Rochepozay, Am-
baflador to Rome, and Governor of la
Marche, who joined to the grandeur of
his illufirious houfe learning, and va-
lour in war. Thefe fine qualities have
ferved the Sieur de St. Marthe for an
ample matter to celebrate his fidelity,
and his ardent zeal in the fervice of his
country ; as likewife the virtues of his
generous children. An epigram was at
that time {ent by the Sieur de la Scale
to the Sieur Baron de Grifle, being at
Poictiers, and there frequenting often
the Sieur de St. Marthe, and the cele-

brated and learned Ladies des Roches.
It
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It begins  Scavola fi cultis,” &c. and
is much for the honour of him we are
{peaking of.
By the imitations of Pa]mgene, and
- others his own works, he had given
precepts for living well, and had
excited to virtuous actions, and pilety
by a ‘good number of facred verfes,
among which -are remarkable thofe
contained in a Latin paraphrafe of the
Canticles of the Bible ; and of verfes,
by which he combats impiety, and the
atheifts. But an occurrence made him
refolve to embrace again another ex-
. cellent and rare fubject : for one of his
- children being afflicted with fevere
diftrefles in the time of {uckling, as
he was a good father, he was not
{paring of the experience, and care of
the beft phyficians : he applied himfelf
likewife to fearch curioufly the natures,
and
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and conftitutions of infants; and, as he
had remarked many fingularities, and
penetrated by the point and vivacity of
his fine genius, even to the moft con-
cealed {ecrets of nature and philofophy,
this made him undertake the Latin
poem of the PaporTroruia; or the
manner of nurfing children at the
breaft, and of preferving thefe young,
and tender plants againft an infinite
number of ftorms and tempefts; which
menace, and often kill them, even in
the birth ; as the author has very pro-
perly remarked in a paflage of his
writings. And though this defign, at
firft view, feemed to be low and vulgar,
yet, when it came to be confidered
that man, formed after the image of
God, was the moft noble and worthy
fubje& in the world, it was inferred,
that fuch a work, fo divinely laboured,

and.
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and fo ufeful for the prefervation of
mankind, partakes in fome meafure of
this dignity; and thence one might
conclude with reafon, that in this point
it is much more to be recommended
than the Georgics of Virgil, the ma-
jefty of which is, in a great meafure,
imitated: in this work. His refearches
had been fo fuccefsful, that he cured
his young {fon by remedies of his own
preferibing, after he was given over
by the phyficians. Being then entreated
by his friends to communicate {fuch
curious difcoveries to the public, he
comprehended them 1n this poem ;
which he dedicated .to Henry III. at
the time when that prince was ex-
tremely defirous of having children.
Before Scevole, no native of France
had ventured to wundertake a Latin
epic poem of long breath, that merited

d
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a perufal, nor of any kind {uch as this,
in which a.ppea;red poetical art, elegance,
and all the rules of learned antiquity;
which made it highly acceptable to all
the elegant wits, among others, to the
Italians. How much to thofe of the
French nation (Bdif having fent it to
the great Ronfard) appears by his
anfwer in French, afterwards tranflated
into Latin, in which he is not fatisfied
fimply to commend it, but likewife to
admire its beauty, ceconomy, and va-
riety. * -

The judgement of the fieur de la
Scale is alfo very remarkable. It 1is
colleéted from- feveral miffive letters
which he {ent to the author, in ome
of which, fent from Leyden -in  the

month of February, 1598, he fays:

* See this reconynendation at the beginning.

HI
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I fee nothing, in any one of your
poems, that does not furpafs all other
poetry of our time. The Pindarics
are alfo divine. Oh! how few are
there alive, = who - -have acquired
the knowledge .of fuch matters, that
you have acquired ! Your Padotro-
phia “1s quite of another kind than
La Vénerie of Bergeeus, although he
be a neat poet ; but the {weetnefs he
affets’ is not accompanied with the
vigour of your verfes. They will
live ; that cannot fail them ; and I
will ‘live: by them. I fend you one
of my works, ¢ de emendatione tem-
porum”; it is yethmet yevraey ; < brafs
for gold” But our friendthip will

- bear that it be welcome ; have it in

mind, and remember, if you pleafe,
your faithful friend and fervant for
almoft forty years.” In another let-

ter
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ter he writes to him thus: ¢ That
¢ his poems had gained the palm
« above all thofe of our age.”

But can we conceal in this place the
worthy eulogium of that other lumi-
nary of good letters, Juftus Lipfigs ?
About the end of the laft (xvith) cen-
tury, writing alfo to Dominic Baudius,
he ufes thefe terms, which are indéed
fuccin&, according to his manner of
writing, but of great weight : < 1
¢ have feen the Poems, and Eloges of
« G§t. Marthe. The former are written
« with learning, and the latter with
«« prudence. Likewife a father happy
« in his. children. Let him. rejoice,
« and enjoy.” |

Now this work of the Pzdotrophia,
dedicated to Henry IIL. has been {o
much prized by the learned, even by
the moit fkilful phyficians, and has

been
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been fo much fought after, that the
Sieur de St. Marthe {faw ten impreflions
of it, which he found to have Dbeen
made at different times in France, and
in foreign countries. It was befides,
during his life, publicly read and inter-
preted to the youth in fome celebrated
ichools and univerfities, in exactly the
fame manner as ancient authors are.
But, to the end that all France might
have more particular underftanding of
this moft learned and ufeful labour, it
was happily tranflated -into French
verle by Peter Joyeux, phyfician to the
king; Charles Rogier, counfellor to the
bailliwick of Loudunois; and by other
good pens; the author himfelf being
ordered by the king to begin the
tranflation, which he has publifhed.
Afterwards he likewife received an or-
der from Henry II1. to tranflate it into

h French
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French profe. But the great affairs,
with which he was entrufted in the
following reign, prevented him. This
defe¢t was fupplied by his grandfon,
Abel de Sainte Marthe the younger,

who publithed a tranflation of it n
profe, along with a new edition of the
original, in the year 1698.  This
gentleman died in 1706, aged 76; and
is the laft of the St. Marthes mentioned
by Niceron. They were all lluftrious
poets, orators, and men of learning.
While Scevole was yet more engaged
in the ftudy of Latin than of French
poetry, being neverthelefs, with a happy
{uccefs, exercifed in both, as we have
remarked ; this encouraged him to {end
likewife to the light a particular col-
le¢tion of his French verfes, which he
had before mixed with Latin. In this
work he inferted a {pecimen of another

clegant
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elegant enterprife of Chriftian Meta-
morphofes, which he has fince called
facred ; intending to divide them into
eight books. For this end, to form
his defign, he curioufly {earched all the
- paflages of the Bible, that {peak of the
transformations of many things, done
from the création of the world, even
to the birth of our Saviour; an en-
terprize truly worthy of a Chriftian
poet, and much more commendable
than that of the fame argument, treated
by Theodorus, a Greek author; in fo
far as truth is preferable tothe falfehood,
both of hiftory, and fable. But foon
after this work was begun, the frequent
civil wars which affliced France,. even
the country of Poictou, and the do-
meftic affairs, which the fieur de St.
Marthe had upon his hands, as likewife
the employment which he had often-.

h 2 times



civ LIFE OF

times in the fervice of government,
diverted him from accomplithing his
defign, as pious, as generous ; as was
that of ¢ the Hiftory of the Holy Wars,
¢« made beyond fea by the French ;”
which he had likewife thought of
bringing to light. For this man,
breathing nothing of the wvulgar, had
the happinefs always to chufe elegant
and rare fubjects, as a writer of his time
has remarked ; which proceeded from

his lofty, and folid judgement.‘*
In

* The Sacred Metamorphofes was truly a noble
defign, and, if yet profecuted, would be to the
Paradife Loft what the Metamorphofes of Ovid
are in proportion to the Afneid, which, though
not equal, is furely a valuable work. Of this,
however, St. Marthe wrote only the firft book,
containing five transformations ; 1ft, of Satan into
a ferpent; 2d, Lot’s wife into a pillar of falt; 3d,
2 rock into the lamb, which Abraham facrificed in

place
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In the year' 1579, in which he
publithed his French works, he was
elected mayor and governor of the city
of Poictiers, by the defire and com-
mon wifh of all the people of wealth.
This charge (although he had not been
of noble extraction, as he was, and yet
more by his own proper virtue) pro-
cured him the rank of noble, attributed
by the king, Charles V, to the mayors
and ftheriffs of the city of Poictiers,
after it had thook off the Englith yoke.

place of his fon Ifaac. 4th, an angel into a man,
who wreftled with Jacob; and 5th, the jaw-bone
of the afs, with which Samfon killed a thoufand
men, into a fountain of water. In which it may
feem furprizing that he had pafled over in filence
the transformation of Mofes’s rod into a ferpent,
with all the famous plagues of Egypt. But {o fmall
4 part of the work was completed, that we cannot
fay in what manner jt might have been extended.

There is an exordium to it, fomething like the be-
ginning of Oyid’s Metamorphofes.

h 3 Fol-
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Following the cuftom of thofe who
attain to fuch a charge, he took for his
device PATRIZE NON SATIS UNA MA-
~us; wifthing to fignify what he has
often reprefented, in his writings, the
duty of a good citizen to be, to {erve
his country in peace and 1n war and,
according to the example of the vir-
tuous Romans, to dedicate his hand
and his induftry, whether it were to
write for the public utility, and for the
honour of the ftate ; or to defend, and
{fuccour it in time of need.

The province of Poictou, and thofe
adjoining to 1t, were at that time
agitated from the movements, and from
the f{urprizes, of fome cities made by
thofe of the new religion. They
chiefly envied Poi&iers ; which made
the fieur de St. Marthe refolve to ufe’
an extraordinary vigilance to maintain

in
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in tranquillity, and in obedience to the
king this important city, the capital of
a province. During his mayoralty, the
ﬁtﬁﬁg of the great feflions of the court
of parliament of Paris was held there ;
over which prefided the late Monf, de
Harlay ; who, with fo much reputation
and probity, held fince the firft place
in this principal court of juftice of the
kingdom. The fieur de St. Marthe had
then the familiar acquaintance of this
other Cato of his age, and that of the
moft learned Briffon, fir} the king’s
advocate-general, then prefident in the
fame parliament. This was likewife
one of the rare honours, which {prung
- from the country of Poictou.

As foon as the time of his mayoralty
expired, being difmiffed from his firft
charge of finance, the king provided
him with an office of treafurer of France

h 4 in
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in the generality of Poiétiers, and af-
terwards with the dignity of prefident
in this generality. He exercifed all
thefe offices with integrity for the {pace
of forty-five years, during the reigns of
four* of our kings, whom he {ferved
with fidelity. And as thefe charges
would have brought honour and orna-
ment to another, we may fay, with
reafon, that they received thefe from
him, efteemed moft worthy of the
greateft, in the judgement of one of the
moit excellent writers of this age.

A few years after, a fignal occafion
prefented itfelf of obliging the body of
treafurers-general of France, his fel-
lows, and of acquiring to himfelf a new

% The forty-five years muft begin with Lis mayo-
ralty, as he died in 1623 ; and in the account of four
kings muft be included  the cardinal Bourbon, who
was proclaimed king by one party, upon the aflaffi-
nation of Henry Iil. in 1539.

glory.
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glory. For Henry IIL having {upprefled
the greateft part of fuch offices, thole
who found themfelves interefted in the
fuppreflion refolved to provide, by
remonftrances, to obtain their re-cfta-
blithment. For this end, having aflem-
bled in great numbers at Paris, from all
the provinces of the kingdom, they
prayed the fieur de St. Marthe to be
the bearer of the {peech, as one who
was endowed with a fine judgement,
with a perfect eloquence, and other
qualities requifite for fpeaking in public:
which appeared in all their vigour,
when with a fingular grace he pro-
nounced, before the king, a dilcourfe
polithed and fublime, and reprefented
{fo many folid reafons, that his majefty,
who held men of fuch merit in great
efteem, and was even himfelf moft
eloquent, cried very much to hear

him ;
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him; and, as this was immediately
perceived, the officers very {oon after
reaped the fruits, which they expedéted
from their re-eftablithment. This ac-
tion, in which he thewed the vigouf of
his mind, gave him the accefs to, and
credit which he afterwards had with
the king, who condefcended to look on
him with a favourable eye, to thare his
liberalities to him, and to employ him in
important charges, and commiffions for
the good of his fervice, in which he
always acquitted himfelf with fo great
dignity that, often, in public and in
private, he had his well-deferved
praifes for it. For he had acquired a
great knowledge of affairs of ftate, of
finance, and of police, and an acquaint-
ance with every kind of hiftory ; in a
more particular manner with that of

I France,
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France, of which he made a fketch of
{feveral memoirs. _

In the mean time, being detained at
Paris longer than he expected, he had
the means to continue his antient
friendfhips with many illuftrious men,
and to add to them thofe of Meflieurs
de Cheverney, chancellor of France, of
Beaune, archbithop of Bourges, (to
whom he had the honour of being re-
lated by parentage), of Vair, afterwards
firt prefident in the parliament of Pro-
vence, and at laft bithop of Lizieux, and
keeper of the {eals of France; of Per-
ron, and Bertrand, perfonages whofe
diftinguithed merits have likewife raifed
them to eminent dignities of the church
and of the ftate; as alfo with Mef-
fieurs James Faye of Epefle, firft the
king’s advocate-general in the court of
parliament, then the moft worthy pre-

{ident ;
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fident; Claudius de Puy, and James
Gillot, counfellors, all rare honours of
this great fenate ; with Claudius Man-
got (likewife a native of Loudun), a
celebrated advocate for the parliament ;
and with the two meflieurs his fons, the
one advocate-general for the fame court,
(whom a premature death ravithed
from this kingdom), and the other, who
was afterwards alfo keeper of the feals
of France : they bore him a particular
afte¢tion, both on account of the alliance
and afhinity, which he had with them,
and for his uncommon learning.

But he converfed moft familiarly with
that great ornament of France, and of
good letters, James Auguftus Thuanus,
then mafter of requefts of the king’s
hotel, fince prefident in the court of
parliament. This illuftrious perfonage

making likewile a prefent to the public
of
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of an excellent Latin poem, in which
he treated of Falconry (a favourite
exercife of princes, and of the nobility),
he honoured the fieur de St. Marthe
with fome verfes, that may be feen at
the beginning of his book.

It was another diftinguithed honour
“to him, that Thuanus, having. fince
that time reduced himfelf from verfe to
profe, in order to defcribe the hiftory of
his own times, communicated to him
the defign, and the firft three books of
1t ; that, according to his advice, he
might profecute, or defift from it; as the
letter bears which he wrote to him on
this {ubjeét. He gave the judgement,
‘which the excellence of {o great, and fo
ufeful a work deferved; which he has
befides frequently celebrated in his
writings. The fri& friendfhip they
contracted together has been diligently

cul-
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cultivated between them ; of which the
learned labours of both give an aflured
evidence.

The fieur ‘de St. Marthe likewife
very often frequented Ronfard : but he
had the regret to fee this fun of poets
ecliple, who fhewed, as did mlmy
others, how much he valued him,
fince, by an addrefs to him, in the end
of one of his poems, he gives him the
title of thrice-excellent poet.

The death of this incpmparable man
was deplored by feveral elegant wits ;
among others, our Scevole praifed his
memory by a Pindaric Ode, dedicated
to his eldeft fon Abel de St. Marthe
(who clofely followed his father’s foot-
- {teps), and by a beautiful elegy, which
he efteemed due to him, asan eulo-
ocium. Alfo Claudius Binet, lieute-
nant-general in the {ee of Beauvais, in

the
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the Iife which he has written of this
father of poetry, names the fieur de
St. Marthe among thofe, whom above
all he loved, and efteemed for their
learning, and for having written with
moft elegance; not oniitting, in this
recommendation to {peak of, and even
- to tranfcribe into his work, the re-
markable judgement he made of the
Paedotrophia, of which we have taken
notice before. Ifaac Cafaubon, that
other wonder of {ciences, gives him
likewife the praife due to his merit, in
the Latin epifiles which he wrote to
him.  Etienne Pafquier, in his re-
- {earches of France, places him among
the moft renowned poets, who have
flourifthed fince Henfy 1. John Dorat,
John Antony de Biif, Louis Aleaume,
Germain Audebert, Nicolas Rapin,
Francis Juret, James Goutiere, Nicolas

Rigaut,
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Rigaut, Paul Thomas, and divers
other learned perfonages, celebrate
likewife the glory of his name. In
fine, fome have called him the prince
of the poets of his time: others have
faid of him, that he was among the
beft and moft polifhed writers of his
age, and deferved himfelf an culogium
as much as thofe, who have merited to
be recommended by his thrice-excellent
pen.

Neither was his reputation confined
within the limits of his native kingdom
alone, but as well extended itfelf to
foreign countries, and beyond the feas.
The king of Great-Britain, James I. by
name; who, being in his youth king of
Scotland, was inftructed in good letters
by the learned Buchanan, having read
fome works of his, they wonderfully
pleafed this great prince; as he made

appcar



SCRVOLE DE ST: MARTHE, €XVIi

appear to James Elphinftone, one of
the lecretaries of ftate, who had ftudied
law at Poictiers, and was acquainted
with St. Marthe. His poectry, with
his other writings, has likewife been
read, and recommended by thofe rare
wits, the delight of the mufes, which
Germany and the Low-countries have
produced ; John Douza, Dominic Bau-
dius, ‘Daniel Heinfius, Hugo Grotius,
Daniel Tilenus, Paul Meliflus, John
Pofthius, and John Gruter. This laft,
imitating the labour of Matthew Tof-
can, the Italian, who has collected
into one body the moft elegant poems
of the greateft wits of his country,
made in like manner a fele@tion of the
moft elaborate poems which the French
have written in the Latin language, and
publifbed them in Germany. He made
choice of a fmall number of the worka

1 of
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of the greateft part of the poets, whom
he judged moft exquifite. But he did
not obferve the fame method with re-
* gard to the works of St. Marthe, 1n as
much as he has inferted the whole in
his colleCtion, finding all thefe pieces
equally excellent and accomplifhed ; as
many have written, that in his Poedo-
trophia he reprefents nearly the majefty
of Virgil; in his elegies, the {weetnels
of Ovid, and of Tibullus ; in his Sylvee, -
the gravity of Statius ; in his epigrams,
the points of Martial ; and in his odes,
the genius of Horace, nay, even that
of Pindar, hitherto efteemed inimi-
table.*

The

% Notwithftanding this encomium, thefe pieces
have now fallen almoft entirely into difrepute,
‘Niceron obferves, that they do not even approach
to the merit of the Poedotrophia ; and that though

there:
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The memory of this ancient Greek |
poet, and the celebrity of his learning,
was 1n fuch efteem and veneration, that
Alexander the Great, having taken
and ruined the city of Thebes, faved
his pofterity, and his houfe alone kept
entire ; when the reft of {o ﬂ{}uriﬂling
a city, expofed to the fury of a mer-
cilefs foldiery, was totally defiroyed.
But in our days, during the civil wars,
an occurrence almoft equally remark-
able was beheld; that for the {ole re-
fpeét of Scevole, and in his confidera-
tion, the houfe that he had in his na-
tive city was not only preferved, but

there is"-l-_fumething poetical to be found in them,
yet that rmmv of his detached pleces, and efpecially
his odes, are flat, and almoft entirely defhitute of
firc and majefty. He was fo much engaged in
public affairs, “after writing his Peedotrophia, that
he feems never to haye had leifure fully to cultivate
his poetical talent,

12 al{o
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Afo were thofe of all the citizens,
whom he {aved from a ruin that {feemed
‘nevitable. Monfieur le duc de Joy-
eule, and the king's 1ieutenant-general
in his army, pafling near Loudun, to
march forward into Guienne, had been
grievoully offended at an outrage com-
mitted on fome of his men by the -
habitants of that city. The juft re-
{entment for this excefs was fuch, that
this lord, inflamed with rage, having
entered Loudun with his army, pro-
pofed to revenge himfelf for it, and
even to ufe that rigour to which thofe
are ordinarily induced, who find them-
felves to have force in hand, in a place
where they have received any offence 3

to which he was likewife incited by

fome of the army. In this diftrels the
inhabitants, overwhelmed with fear,
fought every means to turn afide the

{torm.
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ftorm that threatened them, and to
{often the rage they had irritated,
which was fo much the more exafpe-
rated againft fupplication, as it had
been raifed by perfons of great quality.
After having tried petitions to no pur-
pole, at laft the principal citizens con-
fidered that they had among themfelves
the remedy, which, with fo much trou-
ble, they were feeking elfewhere ; that
they muft have recourfe to the fieur de
St. Marthe to obtain of monfieur de
Joyeufe what they {fo much defired,
and which without doubt he would
willingly yield to his merit. He was
at that time employed in the lower
Poictou, in an honourable commiffion E
but, upon recewving advice of this ac-
cident, {fet forward with diligence to
Loudun, being unwilling to deny this
duty to his dear country. e accofted

13 Mon-
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Monfieur de Joyeufe, who had a great
affection for him, prayed him with in-
flance, exhorted him, conjured him to
pardon the offence,

So that at laft this general of the
army, having allowed himfelf to be
overcome, as much by the facred laws
of friendfhip, as by the pleafing force,
and the pious charm of the moft prefling
words of fo great a pérfonage, calmed
the fire of his anger, remitted, and
pardoned the offence; from which the
citizens thought themfelves fo greatly
indebted to the fieur de St. Marthe,
that, with unanimous public confent,
they beftowed on him the mofit excel-
lent title, FaTrzr oF HIs COUNTRY ;
as in former times the Roman orator ;
had obtained from his fellow-citizens.
So that to the crown of laurel, of
which the learned poetry of St. Marthe

had
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had made him obtain the prize and ho-
nour, they could add this of the oak,
which he had alfo juftly merited, for

an act {o fignal, and the good office

rendered to his country. In this he
refembled another Scevole; not one
of the two fo much renowned In
Roman Hiftory, but a Greek philo-
{opher and hiftorian, who was honoured
with the friendthip of Ceefar Augufius ;-
for, on his recommendation, this Em-
peror remitted the tributes and fub-
fidies paid by the city of Tarfus, his
place of nativity ; where the good old
man arrived to the greateft dignities,
and there happily ended his days, at
the age of eighty-two years, leaving,
with the works which he publithed for
the honour of his country, a memory
of himfelf fo pleafant and agreeable,
that every year the people of Tarfus

14 | paid
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paid folemn honours to him, as to a
hero.

But we purfue the other generous
a&ions of our French Scevole; and
fay, that, the civil wars continuing
throughout the kingdom, people many
times endeavoured to corrupt his fide-
lity, and to'draw him to the party of
the league, even at the time of the
journey which he made to Paris, a
little after the fatal day of the barri-
cadoes : but it was always In vain;
becaufe that he had {o imprinted on
his heart the fidelity, and duty, by
which {ubjects are naturally bound to
their lawful prince, and the eftablithed
government of their country (as he has
made appear by fignal actions, during
the long courfe of his life), that nei-
ther intrigues, nor promifes had the
power to thake this fidelity, even 1n

the
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the leaft. Alfo king Henry III. who
had every affurance of 1t, commanded
him to attend the laft meeting of the
fiates, held at Blois, to petform there
his duty on occafions, which might pre-
{ent themfelves. It would be doing him
an injury to pafs over in {ilence the moft
remarkable of thefe.

One of the principal chiefs of the
league had perceived that, among the
citizens of the towns, there were none
more contrary to his defigns, or who
more faithfully remained in the fervice
of the king, than the people in offices.
This was the caufe, that, aiding him-
felf with the great power and credit
which he had among the deputies
to the ftates, he propofed to them the
Auppreflion of the greateft part of the
ofhices, without fpéaking of reimburfe-
ment ; a fuppreffion in appearance {pe-

cious,
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cious, and ufeful to the ftate. But the
moit prudent faw well, that in effect it
was a concealed defign, and as a trap
{fet to deftroy the officers at laft; for
they thought with themfelves, that two
confiderations moved him to purfue
their diminution ; either to rob them
of their authority, and by this means
diminith as much the power they had
to oppofe his enterprizes ; or to intimi-
date them, and reduce them to throw
themfelves into his hands ; that, being
maintained and preferved by him, they
might thence be obliged to attach
themfelves to his party. Thele officers
being aflembled to confider of means
to prevent this fuppreflion, which muft
bring their ruin along with it, took a
firm, and courageous refolution to op-
pofe it ; even to tran{port them{elves to |
the chamber of the third eftate, where