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reminds me of the Irish father who said
that of all his sons he liked his yonngest
best, “ because,” eaid he, “he never kicks
me when I'm down.” It is scarcely more
exacting, or more difficult to please.

IIL. Time permits only a very brief
notice of the general recommendations of
the Commissioners. They are given un-
der thirty-two heads, but many of them
are beyond our present scope.

“(7) In the selection of the masters, the
field of choice should in no ease be confined
to persons educated at the school. (8) The
classical languages and literature should con-
tinue to hold the principal place in the conrse
of study. (9) In addition to the study of
classics and to religious teaching, every boy
ghould be tanght arithmetic and mathe-
matics ; one modern language at least, which
ghonld be either French or German; some
one branch at least of natural seience, and
gither drawing or musie. Care should be
taken to ensure that the boys acquire a good
general knowledge of geography and of an-
cient history, some acquaintance with moedern
history,* and a eommand of pure gram-
matical English. . . . (11) The teaching of
natural seience should, wherever practicable,
include two main branches—1, chemistry
and physics ; 2, eomparative physiology aund
natural history, both animal and vegetable,
e 1B) angements should be made
for allowing boys, after arriving at & certain
placa in the school, and npon the request of
their parents or guanrdians, to drop some
portion of their classieal work (for example,
Latin verse and Greck composition), in order
to devote more time to mathematics, modern
languages, or natural science; or, on the
other hand, to discontinue wholly or in part
natural seienee, modern langnages, or mathe-
matics, in order to give more time to classica
or some other study. . . . (16) The promo-
tion of the boys from ome classieal form to
another, and the places assigned to them in
gnch promotion, shonld depend upon their

* The difference between the phrases, **a good
general knowledge of ancien? history,"" and ** some
acquaintance with modern history,” is equally
significant and strange.—W. B. H.

““Young people should learn the contemporary
history in which they live, and of which they are a
part. Vieksburg is as important as Saguntum ;
to follow Forey from the const to Poehla (and
learn why pfe Went) is as exciting as accompany-
ing Cortez ; and to know something of the history
and the sayings and the doings of those who would
like to ro us, is at least as important for
our youth of either sex, as to learn the consti-
tution of the Roman legislature.'"—Afhensum,
20th June, 18063,

rogress, not only in classies and divinity,
Eut alzo in nn’l:hmitiu and mathematica; and
likewise, in the case of thoso boys who are
studying modern languages or natural sci-
ence, on their progress in those subjects re-
spectively. (17) The scale of marks should

be so framed as to give substantial weight
and encouragement to the non-classical stu-
dies.® . . . . :

“(23) Every boy should be required, be-
fore admission to the school, to pass an en-
trance examination, and to show himself well
grounded for his age in classics and arith-
metie, and in the elements of French and
German. (24) No boy should be promoted
from one form to another, on ground of seni-
ority, unless he has passed a satisfactory
examination in the work of the form into
which he is to be promoted. (25) No boy
should be suffered to remain in the school
who fails to make reasonable in ik
.« + . (32) The Head Master should be re-
quired to make an annual report to the Go-
vernors on the state of the school, and this
rap-nr‘; ghould be printed.” (Vol. i pp. 53
—bb.

Without attempting to criticise these
recommendations in detail, I may say
that, in their general spirit and tendency,
they are a worthy sequel of a Report
which, admirably written, bears traces
everywhere of anxious yet calm and
patient deliberation, clear and impartial
judgment, and earnest desire to conci-
liate the claims of the present, if not the
future, with respect for the past; to re-
pair, enlarge, and adapt the existing sys-
tem, not to destroy it and build afresh
upon its ruins. No one interested in
education can fail to find in its almost
every page ample material for reflection.

* The following scheme for the distribution of
the school or class lessons in & week is suggested
as furnishiog a mmﬁmtiw seale (p. 34) :—

1. Classics, with History and Divinity . 11
4. Arithmetic and Mathematies . . . 3
3. French or German g, Jgh et el I
4. MNeturel Science . . . . , . . %
5, Music or Drawing . i iRt el
School Lessons, taking about an hour each, 20
61t 18 here assumed that the school lessons take

about an hour each, and that they will he such as
to demand for prepeeation in the ease of classics
10 additional hours, and in these of modern lan.
guages and natural science respectively, at least
two additional hours, in the course of the week :
and that composition will demand about five
hours.” (In sll 37 hours per week, out of 144, not
reckoning Sunday ; 107 remaining for sleep, meals,

and exercize—say 18, or (hrec-fourths, per day.)
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signal prosperity and wealth of the coun-
try,” he virtually, though unconsciously,
passes the severest censure on those great
capitals of edueation, in which generation
after generation of our richer upper classes
have been allowed to grow up without any
guidance whatever as to the true duties,
any more than as to the true sources, of
wealth. But here is involved a conception
of youthful training which as yet has
dawned on only a very few minds, and of
which the Commissioners, unlike those
who reported not long ago on the state of
English primary schools, seem never to
have even heard. For anght they appear
to know, the successful attempts made,
for some years past, in and near this city,
to convey to poorer children knowledge
and training in this most vital subject,
embracing as it does all our economic and
other social relations, and full of interest
and instruction for both rich and poor,
might as well have been made in Nova
Zembla. The rising sun of education, un-
like the physical gun, would seem to touch
first with his beams the lowly valley, and
then, through mist and cloud, slowly to
climb to the hill-tops.

This omission in the Commissioners’
Report detracts largely, in my opinion,
from its value. But I trust I am duly
grateful for what I find. The two great
wedges—Natural Science and Modern
Languages®—which are destined, sooner
or later, to rend asunder the present sys-
tem, have, at all events, received a vigorous
impulge which will not be lost. No vis
inertiee can for ever prevail against testi-
mony so clear and so emphatic as that
of Dr. Carpenter, Dr. Hooker, Professor
Owen, Sir Charles Lyell, Sir John Her-
schel, Professor Faraday, and otherst to
the value of Natural Science, not for pur-

* U The interchango of ideas with the contem.
poraneous world is of as much importance as the
presevvation of the ideas of the past; and the
tongues which men now speak are those which
men should learn to understand.”—Sir Ropent
H#T{[B,. lmg.ﬂ“ =

regret that Professor Tyndal and Drs. Lan.
kester nud Lyon Playfair waf: not examined.

poses of “ low practical utility,” but as an
instrument of mental discipline.

Meantime, it is cheering to have a
statement like the following from so emi-
nent an anthority as the Rev. Dr. Morti-
mer, Head Master of the City of London
School :—

“1It is my opinion, fonnded on very con-
giderable experience, that the limited time
given to classies, in comparison with other
publie schools, is fully made ap by the in-
creased mental power obtained by an ac-
quaintance with many other subjects. At all
events, it is a fact, that the university eareer
of pupils of the City of London School is ami-
nently enceessfol ; and the reason seems to
be, that from being early trained to take up
several different snbjeets of study, they aec-
quire the faculty of readily adapting them-
gelves to the work set before them, and 'i:rinE
to it alarge amount of eollateral information.
(Vol. ii. p. 680.) *

Other evidence to alike effect might be
quoted. (See Val. ii. p. 17.)

Still more enconraging is the declara-
tion of Charles Neate, Esq., M.A., Fellow
of Oriel College, Oxford :—

“We cannot go on for ever learning all that
our ancestors learned 800 years ago, and all

* ' 1t is generally agreed that the greater at-
tention now given at most schools to mathematies,
history, and modero languages, whilst it has ad-
vanced those subjects, and proved beneficinl by
enlarging and stimulating the mind, has not in-
jured scholarship.”—Report, vol. i. p. 25.

* We collect from the evidence that, speaking
generally (there are not a few exceptions), boys
who succeed in classics suceeed also in mathematies
“d'.l"“ mndabf:: lg?gu . This shows that, ordi-
narily, any good capacity may with advan-
tage study oaci of these subjects, ”‘.Fd may study
them all together."—Report, vol. i, p. 16.

** As an almost invariable rule, the men who do
b:;t in;{uﬂyﬁg subjects also do best in scholar-
ship.  Men of great intelligence will naturally be
greedy of all learning ; and there is mmnth}rng,
too, in the awakening of a boy’s mind, even if he
is mot of high ability, which far more than pays for
t!li“ outlay ﬁ[ time and energy.”—Rov. G. W,

1ITCHIN, M.A., Junior Censor
ﬂ:fnﬁd;l}[;lepurt. vol. i, p. 12. i

) ng the years that | was at B from
1541 to 1847, the knowledge of mnthen“:!lhﬁrr:- and
modern languages advanced, Special masters
were appointed to teach those subjects. Seholar.
ship during the same time advanced. Mathema-
tics, history and raphy, and modern uages
should mrt-ul:lﬁlfa taught at school, Nop ueed
scholarship s ffer. The study of modern languages
would tend to improve, not to injure, seholarship,”
—Rev. C. W, Saxprorp, M.A., Senior Censor
of Christ-Church. Report, vol. ii. p- 11.
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