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L. From this, we shall readily understand how this water is
useful in cases of dyspepsia arising from long eontinued func-
tional derangement of the stomach and duodenum; where the
vessels of the mucous membrane and of the follicular system of
the somach are in arclaxed and congested state—where the se-
cretions are consequently irregular, unhealthy, or suppressed—-
where the peristaltic action of the bowels is diminished, and
the skin is harsh, dry, and unperspirable,

2. In cases also, where from long residence in hot climates,
or from other causes, the liver has become torpid in its secreting
or its excerning functions, we have a powerful remedy in the
sulphur water ; for while the sulphuretted hydrogen produces
a stimulant effect upon this organ, the saline contents act
upon the mouth of the gall duct, and a healthy secretion, as
well as a free discharge of bile, are thus promoted.

3. From the beneficial effects which are derived from the use
of these waters in cases of dyspepsia, we shall be prepared to
expect a corresponding improvement from their administration
in gouty and rheumatic subjects. We have, in fact, in these
cases, a double benefit from their use ; we find them efficacious,
not only in restoring a healthy state of the secretions—a point
of the first moment,—but in this very effect we have a natural
means of eliminating from the system, that ‘‘materies morbi’’
which, there can be no doubt, exerts so powerful an influ.
ence in the immediate induction of either disease ; and thus we
find a safe and a happy mode of removing at the same time,
both cause and effect ; and in reference, especially to gout, where
this materies morbi so pre-eminently exists, I have observed,
that where this is present in the system to so great an extent
as not to be thus easily got rid of; and yet where the constitu=
tional powers are in so atonic a state, where there is such a
want of vigour in the system as torender it incapable of shaking
off the incubus, many are the cases in which the effect of this
water has been such as to procure—what medicine and art have
in vain attempted to induce,—so complete an attack of gout,
as entirely to restore the patient’s health,






dily admit the beneficial or even specific effect of the sulphuret-
ted hydrogen upon some few of these cases, yet, as in the vast
majority of such complaints, wemust view the external irritation
as but a symptom of the internal disorder, so we must look to the
remedial effect of these waters upon the former as but an index
of the still greater improvement which they produce in the
latter. Thus, if we take a case of acne, or of psoriasis, no one
will affirm that these disorders are idiopathic; every practical
physician is well aware, that they are but symptoms of what is
going on else-where. They may arise from dyspepsia—they may
depend uron a gouty habit—they may be caused by uterine
irritation. But these cases are sent promiscuously to Harrogate
without reference to the cause, and a majority of such cases
get well there. DBut to what cause are we to attribute the im-
provement? Not surely to any specific effect of the sulphure-
ous waters upon these cases, viewed merely as cutaneous diseas-
es, and depending as they do, upon such varied causes, but to
their power of removing the causes of these ecomplaints—to
their effect in restoring to a state of health the digestive or-
gans—in relieving the gouty predisposition—in promoting
the functions of the uterus—in building up the debilitated
and strumous habit, If, then, a single symptom—I grant it one of
great and painful annoyance—Dbut still, a single symptom—be
thus marked, as it commonly is, as being so peculiarly adapted
for the exhibition of the sulphureous waters ; and if, as I have
endeavoured to show, the removal of that symptom is produced
by, and attended with, a corresponding improvement in the
perhaps less evident, but not therefore uncertain cause, why
should we withhold this remedy for the internal disease because
the external symptom is not present? Why should not these
complaints in an unmixed form be considered just as appro-
Prnate for the exhibition of the sulphur waters, as if they had
superadded the complication of cutaneous disease ?

I need not detain you long by any remarks upon the external
use of this water ; not that its value in this respeet is unim.

portant, being, indeed, much the reverse, but as the use of the












