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Hollanders of later days. = Climate was not represented by
the sage of Cos as zones measured by lines of latitude, and the
~length of the sun’s stay above the horizon. With his custom-
ary penetration, he exhibited the difference: of localities in
their exposure to certain winds, and in the elevation of the soil
and properties of the water, laying thereby a foundation for me-
dical geography, on which few have worthily built except they
who have taken man for their theme, and the health of man
for their favourite pursuit.. His work remains to this day a
* fit reference for the statesman and legislator, who never can
discharge with ability their high trusts, if ignorant of the
“problem which he so instructively solves.
The most prominent follower of the example of Hippocrates
was the chief of the Liyceum, the preceptor of Alexander,
and the founder of natural history. Avistotle, himself the
-son of a physician, pursued with enthusiasm the study of man,
both as a subject of medicine and as the first in the zoological
scale, Of his fame as an acute dialectician and profound
critie, I shall not speak in thisplace. Ample justice has been
done to him in both these capacities. My purpose is to pre-
sent him to you as a naturalist and an observer of nature, who
stands on a lofty eminence, far above all others of his time,
and attained to by few since. This grandeur of result, attri-
butable by almost general consent to his medical studies, and
the example of the Coan sage, remained for centuries the
only monument of exact knowledge, which could with any
success be opposed to the wild imaginings of the Athenian
and Alexandrian schools of philosophy. It was the first in-
structive text for commentators when science dawned on
modern Europe, and was even a salutary corrective to the
misapplication of the principles of logic of the Stagyrite him-
self. It required a philosopher deeply imbued with medieal
science, and conversant with the nature of man, to be able,
like Avistolle, to enounce the important truth that ingress
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and literary associations, would far exceed the limits within
which I must restrict myself on this oceasion. The subject
is of copious and engaging interest enough to form a volume
of instructive biographies, in which the solid learning, varied at-
tainments and profound philosophical views, of Celsus, Galen,
Boerhaave, Mead, Hoffmann, Cullen, Zimmerman, Murray,
Louis, Darwin, Cabanis, Hallé, Good, and Sprengel, could
not fail to animate and excite to emulous efforts every intel-
ligent reader? Among the few associated literati, whose
meetings preceded the formation of the Royal Society of
London, we find the name of Glisson, the not more skilful
anatomist than learned and scientific man. The subsequent
history of this Society exhibits a bright array of members of
our profession, among whom we see Jurin, designated by
Newton himself to be his successor in the seeretaryship :
Sloane, who followed the great philosopher, as president, and
to whose library, and collections in natural history, purchased
after his death, the public of the United Kingdoms are at this
day indebted for the British Museum : Pringle, honoured
with the same high office, after having contributed by his pro-
fessional skill and foresight to protect the British army from
the ravages of disease, during the campaigns in Flanders.
Here, at home, our own Wistar, whose anatomical prelections
and demonstrations, so often held in wrapt attention a crowded
amphitheatre, was chosen to the presidency of the American
Philosophical Society, as successor to Jefferson.

Even from this faint and imperfect exhibition, we obtain
conclusive evidence to prove that the circle of the sciences is
habitually travelled over by medicine. Some other profes-
sions are more favourable to mental gladiatorship—none are
so congenial as it with a wholesome exercise of all the facul-
ties of our nature—none have such numerous, interesting and
diversified relations with mankind, :

Medicine, while it calls into activity the purest emotions
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