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and relieving officer may grant an order for his re-
ception into an Asylum, Hospital, or House for the
Reception and Care of Lunatics. An order by any
other person must be accompanied by two separate
certificates from two medical practitioners.”

After admission, the patient may be detained in
the Asylum or other Licensed House until he 1s re-
moved or discharged, either by authority of the
visitors, or two of the Commissioners in Lunacy.
Any person who considers himself aggrieved by
orders of Justices under the Act may appeal to
Quarter Sessions, within four months, whose deci-
sion is final and binding on all parties.

There is, then, in England a more simple process
of dealing with lunatics than in Scotland, which
seems to have answered well —its operation having
proved satisfactory and unobjectionable.

From this experience, considerable modification
in the Act for Scotland might safely be made, in
regard to the Sheriff’s order and medical certificates,
as already stated.

If the mode of admission to Asylums were faci-
litated in Scotland, much prejudice and unpleasant
feeling regarding the matter would be removed ;
for, the Sheriff’s order seems, to most people, so like
a criminal commitment, that it is, if possible,
avoided. Much trouble, delay, and expense are
also incurred in getting the necessary documents
completed ; so that the removal of the patient
(always a reluctant step) is often delayed till the case
has either become much worse, or has become incur-
able ; indeed, I may say it has been found, that

* Act 16 & 17 Victoria, Cap. 97, Sec. 67 & T4.
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well as their being proceeded with in an economical manner. The
ratepayers know that by the late Act of Parliament, certain powers
have been created, by which lunatic paupers must be provided for
in a new and particular manner, by the erection of district lunatic
asylums, to accomplish which a Central Board for Scotland has
been established, with the most complete arbitrary powers as to
the expense to be incurred. It has now been decided that an
asylum is necessary for a district consisting of the counties of Fife
and Kinross, and a District Lunacy Board has been appointed to
carry this into effect. But a very difficult question arose as to the
size necessary for the asylum—in short, whether it was to be made
for one, two, or three hundred pauper lunatics. There can be no
doubt that the number of pauper lunatics in the distriet, and either
partially or wholly maintained by Parochial Boards, as ascertained
by the inspectors for these Boards and the General Lunacy Board, is
not less than 275 for Fife and 16 for Kinross, making altogether
291 for the district, that being the number officially stated in their
latest reports. Of these, 208 have been removed and boarded from
home in public and private asylums, or in poor-houses ; while 67
are with relatives or friends ; 13 are with strangers; and 3 live
alone. Upon this, the General Board instructed the District
Board to erect an asylum for 250 pauper lunatics. Now, an opinion
has prevailed, to a certain extent, that too many of the pauper
lunatics of the district have been sent to asylums ; so that a greater
amount of them ought to be left at home or with friends. This
opinion has been followed up by the inference that, were this done,
the number left would be so small that an asylum for the distriet
would not be necessary, or would be so only for a much smaller
number of inmates than ordered by the General Board. Some
statements also made by the Lunacy Commissioners for Scotland,
in their second and third annual reports, have tended to favour the
opinion above stated. But certainly no one acquainted with the
subject can entertain such an opinion ; 1st, because none of the
208 in asylums would have been sent from home without the most
urgent necessity, by their friends and relatives being unable to
manage them ; 2d, because their cases are now more properly
treated and cared for than if they had been left at home. Others
have said that an asylum for 150 might be sufficient for the distriet,
in the first instance, and extended as necessity required. And the
{:‘rene?al Board gave assent to this proposal, obviously because it
sufficiently provided for the accommodation of the pauper lunatics
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