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body of facts sufficiently numerous to admit of legitimate induc-
tion ; their number is too great to admit of their being individually
particularized; I shall, therefore,in giving instances, give ::-nlfr enough
to illustrate and ju_stif,}r the inferences drawn from the whole.

I may mention that I commenced these investigations with a
leaning towards the pythogenic thi:.;'f; of the origin of enteric
fever, but thoroughly sceptical as reg its communicability from
one person to another. As I advanced with my investigations,
facts in favour of both modes of origin so pressed themselves
on my attention, that I was at last thoroughly convinced both of the
correctness of the pythogenic theory and of the fact that enteric fever
is occasionally communicated. P,

For the sake of convenience and clearness, I shall divide the cases
on which the observations were made into two classes, (@) those in
which the materies morbi was introduced into the system through
the water, and (5) those in which it was introduced directly through
the atmosphere.

(a) 1t ]l.:as already been mentioned that, in the autumn of 1864,
there took place a sudden and notable increase in the number of
admissions into the Infirmary of patients suffering from enteric
fever., It was then that my investigations commenced, and I had
not proceeded far with them before I was struck with the fact that
the vast majority of the cases came from a village called Lochee, in
the immediate neighbourhood of the town; as time advanced, and
admissions increased, this fact became more and more evident, plainly
indicating that in Lochee there must be some local cause at work.
A very few inquiries led to the discovery of two important facts :—
first, that the drainage of the town extended only to the commence-
ment of, but did not enter, the village, whose only drainage was on the
surface ; and, second, that the Water Company which supplied the
town had no pipes in Lochee—the inhabitants drawing tﬁeir water
from wells, either by pumps or by buckets. Here, then, were two
conditions affecting the whole village, and subjecting its inhabitants
to the influence of external sanitary conditions quite different from
those surrounding the inhabitants of the town.

The village is a large one, containing about two or three thousand
inhabitants ; the southern and eastern portion has a tolerable eleva-
tion ; the northern and western lies low. It was in the latter part
that the fever was so prevalent; here the houses are generally built
in blocks or ¢ lands,” each of which is, as a rule, named after the
party who built it, generally a millowner, whose operatives inhabit
the houses. When a land is put up, a well is sunk in the neigh-
bourhood ; from this the inhabitants draw their water. Somewhere
in the vicinity, generally at the back of the land, in as convenient
a ‘Eusitmn as possible for all parties, is erected a privy and
midden, into which latter are poured the slops and refuse from all
the houses in the block. Occasionally the lands are built so as to
form two or three sides of a square, whilst others consist of a single
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