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An Old Grave.

-

Attention has lately been directed to the state of the tombs in
Greyfriars’ Churchyard, and public interest in them has not been )
awakened before it was necessary. Many of the monuments have
become ruinous, and not a few have fallen into a condition render-
ing it impossible to determine whose last resting-places they were
intended to mark. This is a common fate, but that it should be
so may well be subject for regret. “ There is no antidote,” says
Sir Thomas Browne,  against the opium of time, which temporally
considereth all things: our fathers find their graves in our short
memories, and sadly tell us how we may be buried in our sur-
vivors. Gravestones tell truth scarce forty years.” The learned
author has but too much reason for his quaint remarks, in what-
ever sense they may be taken; but there is now more reverence
for the memorials of those who have gone before, and it must be
a matter of rejoicing to all gifted with historic feeling to know that
efforts are being made by the authorities to remedy the effects of
past neglect in the case of Greyfriars’ Churchyard,

Among the graves which have recently undergone repair is that
known as “ Ray’s Tomb,” situated beside the monument erected
by George Heriot and his brother David to the memory of their
father, and, like it, one of the most ancient in the churchyard.
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John Rae’s son ‘was a medical man of some prominence in
Edinburgh last century. Born in 1716, he became attached in
1747 to the Incorporation of Surgeons, of which he was Deacon
in 1764-5. “On the 27th August 1772,” says Gairdner, “is a
minute of the Surgeons, from which it appears that James Rae
had then for several years given a course of Surgery, and also
¢ practical discourses on cases of importance in the Royal In-
firmary.” These were supported by the Surgeons, and by them
advertised. The course being continued, it appears that on 23d
October 1776, it was attempted by the Surgeons to get a pro-
fessorship of surgery established in the University in his person.
A petition to the Crown to that effect will be found 1st May 1777.
But this endeavour of the Surgeons to have surgery taught
separately from other departments, was defeated by the influence
of Dr A. Monro secundus. Dr Monro afterwards got his own
chair of anatomy made also a chair of surgery, which it had not
before been.” In this transaction, as in many similar matters, the
Surgeons appear to have been far in advance of their times,
“ About the year 1766,” remarks the writer of the text of “ Kay’s
Portraits "—in which James Rae is represented in conversation
with Dr William Laing and Dr James Hay, afterwards Sir James
Hay of Smithfield—* Mr Rae began delivering a course of general
lectures on surgery, and after having continued these for some
time, in 1769 he was requested by the students to deliver practical
lectures on the surgical cases in the Royal Infirmary, which request
being highly approved of, both by the Incorporation of Surgeons
and by the managers of the Royal Infirmary, he conducted two
separate courses of lectures for a period of several years,. He had
thus the merit of becoming the founder of that branch of surgical
teaching—clinical lectures—which has been found so useful in
giving a practical knowledge of the science, and for which an
academical Chair has been provided in the University of Edin-
burgh, and in many other schools of medicine.”
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fications of John Rae, Esqre., Surgeon in Edinburgh, with the Advice and
Concurrence of Our Council, We do Create, Admit, and Receive Him Knight
Companion of this Most Social Order, by the Name, Style, and Title of Sir
John Rae, Knight of the Sergeant and of C.F.D. ; Hereby giving and grant-
ing unto Him all the Powers, Privileges, and Pre-eminences that do or may
belong to this Most Social Order : And We give Command to Our Recorder
to Registrate this our Patent in the Records of the Order. In Testimony of
the Premises, We have Subscribed this with our own proper Fist, and have
caused append hereto the Great Seal of the Order, at Cape Hall, this twenty-
sixth Day of the Month called December, in the Year of Grace MDCCLXXXIX,
‘¢ Entered into the Records of the Order

Sovereign L.T.
by Surprise D. Recorder.” (L.5.) Gellak:Screrery

Among the *“Knights Companions” of this “ Most Social
Order,” were enrolled representative men of almost every class of
Edinburgh society, which was by no means so exclusive then as
in later times, and the Club is referred to in many of the writings
of the period. Kay has handed down a couple of sketches repre-
senting an amusing episode arising out of one of the convivial
gatherings in which John Rae figured. During a carouse one
evening at the *“Star and Garter Tavern,” in Writer's Court, a
walking match from the tavern to Musselburgh was arranged for
the following morning between Hamilton Bell, W.S., and Edward
Innes, a well-known baker. The match was in some sort a
handicap, inasmuch as Mr Bell had to carry on his back the
vintner’s boy belonging to the Star and Garter—a youth named
Charles Oman, who afterwards was custodian of Archers’ Hall.
John Rae acted as bottle-holder to Bell, and James Cooper, a
jeweller of note in the city, attended Innes, who suffered a severe
defeat at the hands of his legal antagonist. John Rae was one of
the moving spirits in the Royal Edinburgh Volunteers from their
formation. He held several commissions in the corps, and was
held by competent judges to emulate Justice Shallow’s paragon of
a soldier.

He married Ann, daughter of John Fraser, W.S., and his wife,
Jean Brown. Mrs Fraser was a granddaughter of John Brown,
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daughter, Sophia Charlotte. Mrs Keith and most of her children
were laid in the tomb of the Keith family in Greyfriars’ Church-
yard, but there are no monuments to their memory except in the
case of James Keith and his children.

Isabella, the youngest daughter of James Rae, married James
Fleming of Kirkcaldy, and had four children—William, Isabella,
Marjorie, and Elizabeth. William Fleming was a naval officer.
His sister, Isabella, married Mr Bremner, and their only son holds
a high official position in Fife. Marjorie Fleming is the “ Pet
Marjorie,” whose story was told some years ago by Dr John Brown
in such fashion as no story of child life was ever written before or
since, Elizabeth, “the unforgetting sister of this dear child, who has
much of the sensibility and fun of her who has been in her small
grave these fiftyand more years,” to whom Dr John Brown dedicated
his story of “ Maidie’s ” life, lived in the kingdom of Fife most of
her days, but removed to Edinburgh a few years before her death.
One of the last specimens of the old Scottish lady, as portrayed
by the sympathetic pen of Dean Ramsay, she was the centre of a
small circle of friends, whom she charmed by her kindly manners
and witty sayings. The burial place of the Flemings is in Abbots-
hall Churchyard, where Marjorie lies beside her parents; but
Elizabeth Fleming, who was gathered to her fathers in 1881, was

laid in the old tomb of her mother’s ancestors in Greyfriars’
Churchyard.

O












