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TRACTORS. ' 3

We contrived two wooden Traétors of nearly the
fame fhape as the metallick, and painted to refemble
them in colour. Five cafes were chofen of chronick
rheumatifmn, in the ancle, knee, wrift, and hip. One
of the patients had alfo gouty pains.  All the affected
joints, except the laft, were fwelled, and all of them
had been ill for {everal months.

On the 7th of January, 1799, the wooden Trac-
tors were employed. All the five patients, except
one, aflured us that their pain was relieved, and three
much benefited by the firft application of this remedy.
One felt his knee warmer, and he could walk much
better, as he fhewed us with great fatisfadtion. One
was eafier for nine hours, and till he went to bed,
when the pain returned. One had a tingling fenfa-
tion for two hours. The wooden Trators weredrawn
over the fkin {o as to touchit in the fight¢/z manner.
Such is the wonderful force of the Imagination!

Next day, January 8th, the true metallick Tra&ors
of PErkiINs were employed exadtly in like manner,
and with fimilar effefts. All the patients were in
fome meafure, but not more relieved by the fecond
application, except one, who received no benefit
from the former operation, and who was not a pro-
per fubjeé for the experiment, having mno exifting
pain, but only fliffuefs of her ancle. They felt (as
they fancied) warmth, but in no greater degree than
on the former day.

B2 This
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the metallick Tra&ors poflefled any eflicacy fuperior
to the ligneous Tractors, or wooden pegs.

In the decifion of this queftion, it ought to be
duly confidered that the chronick rheumatifm is a very :
obftinate and permanent diforder; that out of the five
cafes, (being all who were {ubjeéted to the trial) four
of the patients believed themfelves immediately, and
three remarkably, relieved by the falfe Tractors; and
that this report is founded upon the unanimous tel-
timony of five medical witnefles. This evidence is
not inferior to what is alleged in favour of the
true Traétors, efpecially if it be confidered that the
cafes which have been publithed are feleéted from
many which were unfuccefsful, and pafled over in
filence., This fuccefls of the falfe Trafors can only
be exceeded by the exaggerated {tories which, for
fome months paft, have been reported in every coms-.
pany with increafing amazement and credulity.

The propofer of thefe experiments, if he could
have produced authentick and conclufive proofs of -
the real efficacy of the metallick Tra&ors, would,
with equal franknefs, and much greater fatisfadtion,
have given his teftimony in their favour, as another
means of adminiftering relief to the fufferings of
mankind. If any profelyte to Perkinifm fhould ftill
believe in the fuperior virtue of 'this remedy, both
the witnefles of thefe recent events and the patients
above-mentioned are ready to fatisfy any farther in-
quiries on this fubje®.——Bath, Jan. 24th, 179g9.

P. 8. The
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been {o deceived. Your hints, however, enabled me
to adopt 4 plan which quickly diflipated the illufion;
and I fincerely hope and truft, that the refult of the
experiments will open the eyes of the publick to {o
grofs animpofition. I muft premife that the follow-
ing were all Hofpital patients, and that for the moft
part their medicines were, for the time, altogether
'ﬂﬂpendtd.

1. ““ RoBerT THOMAS, aged forty-three, who had
been for fome time under the care of Dr. LovELL, in
the Briftol Infirmary, with a rheumatick affe&tion of
the fhoulder, which rendered his arm perfectly ufelefs,
was pointed out as a proper objeét of trial by Mr,
T. W. DvEer, apothecary to the houfe.

¢ Tuefday, April 1gth, having every thing in
readinefs, I pafled through the ward, and (in a way
thathe might fufpeé nothing) queftioned him refpedt-
ing his complaint, I then told him, that I had an
inftrument in my pocket which had been very fer-
viceable to many in his ftate; and when I had ex-
plained to him how fimple it was, he confented to
undergo the operation, In fix minutes no other
effet was produced than a warmth upon the fkin,
and I feared that this coup d’¢ffai had failed. The
next day however he told me, that ¢ he had re-
ceived fo much benefit, that it had enabled him to
lift his hand from his knee, which he had in vain

feveral times attempted on the Monday evening, as
| ‘the
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~ hundred weight were upon it, or a nail driven through
it;” as he declared in the prefence of feveral gen-
tlemen, whofe names I fhall have frequent occafion to
mention. The fame of this cafe brought applica-
tions in abundance; indeed, it muft be confefled,
that it was more than fufficient to a& upon weak
minds, and induce a belief that thefe pieces of wood
and iron were endowed with fome peeuliar virtues.
2. “ Tromas ELLI1s, a negro, from a chronick
rheumatifm in his upper and lower extremities, had
been incapable of walking without fupport, or feed-
ing him{elf for four months; he came under my care
on the lgth.nf April. - At firft the Traors pro-
duced no effeét upon his thighs, and but little upon
his arms. In the courfe of a few applications, how-
ever, he began to move his limbs better, and his
nights were not fo reftlefs. In the courfe of this cafe,
the nails, lead, and wood were ufed alternately, but
there did not appear to be the leaft difference in the
refult, Mr. LaANewoRrTHY, the agent for Mr. PEr-
KINs in this country, ufually made ufe of the patent
Trattors for twenty or thirty minutes at a time; but
my patients crowded in upon me fo faft, that I had
not leifure to beftow more than four or five minutes
upon each: yet fuch effets were produced as were
almoft incredible. It ufually happened, that the {kin
was foon warmer, and occafionally darting pains
were produced, which fometimes were troublefome

long
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to be much affe@ed at firft, but in a few trials he
began to have fome power over that allo; the left
hand was, in the courfe of a for tnight {o far reftored,

that he could almoft clench his fift; and foon after-
wards he left the Hofpital. By accident I fince met
him, when he fhewed me, with much pleafure, that
he ftill retained the ufe of this hand; but the other
had relapfed into its former ufelefs ftate,

4. “ April 20th, I requefted Mr. BaArTON to ope-
rate upon PETER SEWARD, aged 32, who had, for
four years, been troubled with pains and weaknefs in
his right arm, From the minutes taken by Mr.
Lax, I learnt that he had experienced a good deal
of pain during the operation, The next day I was
aflifted by Mr. BerxarD and Mr. Lowe, jun. and
as the cafe is rather curious, I fhall copy verbatim the
notes written upon the {pot, In one minute, * feels
the pain coming on at the fame place as yefterday ;
the limb feels warm; pain higher up, and {harper;”
in two minutes, ¢ pain increafes;” in three and a
half, ¢ very acute, darting towards the collar-bone,
and begins to give him fo much uneafinefs that he will
not have it done any longer;” perfpires profufely,
and is gone to bed. It was fortunate for me that the
above gentlemen could bear witnefs to the remarkable
effeéts of the Imagination; it was, notwithftanding,
I believe, generally thought in the houfe that the
account was cxaggerated. On the 2s5th, however,

n
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Cravrierp and rhylelf ufed the Traftors. In a
few feconds, ““a fpafm' was evident upon the biceps
Jlexor cubitis” in two minutes, “ painin the arm and
collar-bone;’” in three, ¢ increafed in the hand and
arm-pit, and’ continued in pain fome time after the
operation,” which had confiderably accelerated his
pulfe. This patient' could fcarcely be prevailed
upon to fubmit any longer to their ufe, although he
confefled that ¢¢upon the whole he had received
much benefit.”

¢¢ By this time the affair began to acquire publi-
city, and many vifitors, both out of the profeflion
and medical men, were eye-witnefles to the effeds of
thefe fpurious Traétors; and in order to render the
trials the more ridiculous, two pieces of bone, of
flate-pencil, and tobacco-pipes painted, were ufed
occafionally, with the fame fuccefs. Dr. Beppoks,
to whom I communicated thefe fats, lent me a pair
of the real patent Tradtors, for the purpofe of try-
ing them when my own failed; but I declare, thatin
no inftance whatever were they ufed.

5. “ Joun Peacock, a patient of Dr. New’s, had
been afflited for four months, with a weaknefs of the
hip, and fevere rheumatick pains, brought on by work-
ing in a damp coal-pit. ¢ At firlt the Tra&ors occafi-
oned confiderable pains, and very reftlefs nights; (I
ufe his own words) but after a few trials, he began
to fleep unufually well, had fewer attacks of pain, and

appeared
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Briftol, during his refidence as an agent of Mr.
Perxins at the Wells; but he muft excufe me,
if I adopt the motto,

« Amicus PLaTo, fed magis amica veritas.”

< In thus expofing this revival of MEsMER’s impo-
fitions, I do no more than comply with the above-
mentioned gentleman’s own requeflt. He openly
threw down the guantlet to the faculty, and infidi-
oully begged them to examine ¢ how the Patent
Tradors produced fuch wonderful effecls 2 and very
cunningly led the inquirers through the mazes of
Galvanifm, in hopes of bewildering their judgments.

¢ It would be as ridiculous in me to call in quef
tion the veracity of the accounts publithed by Mr.
Perxins and others, as it would be unjuft to degrade
thefe marvellous pieces of metal (ftamped with the
magick word Patent) below the level of ten-penny
nails or tobacco-pipes; fince there can be no good
reafon why they fhould not be all equally efficacious.
Let the world then judge between us;—for myfelf,
I declare, that I have neither extenuated, exagge-
rated, nor fet down aught in malice. .

¢ The gentlemen whofe names I have taken the
liberty to infert are well known, and will moft aflu-

redly contradi& me, if I have advanced any thing but
the truth. I remain, Sir, &c.

“ RICHARD SMITH.
“ Briftol Infirmaty, May 16th, 1709."

The
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27th he reported that his hips had been unufually

- comfortable and warm ; this induced me to perfe-
vere, efpecially as the patient himfelf was become lefs
fceptical as to the powers of my Tra&tors. The
gentleman who affified me having borrowed the
pieces of ftick, I'was obliged to make ufe of the two®
ten-penny nails, which (as I have before mentioned)
were difguifed with red and black {ealing-wax, and
on that account, had the dignified appellation of
Rouge et Noir: In fa&t, it was often neceflary to play
the part of a necromancer—to defcribe circles,
“{quares, triangles, and half the figures of geomertry,
‘upon the part affefted, with the fmall ends of the
Tra&ors, During all this time we converfed upon
the difcoveries of FrankrLin and GaLvani, lay-
ing much {trefs upon the power of metallick points
asradting even lightning, and conveying it to the
" “earth harmlefs. To a more curious farce T never
was witnefs; we were almoft afraid to look each
cother “in the face, left an involuntary fmile fhould
remove the mafk from our countenances, and difpel

the charm.

¢ But -to return to my patient :—In one minute,

“ he felt a fmarting in his loins, and warmth of his
dkiny” in two, ¢ heatincreafed ;” in four, the ope-
tation ceafed, when he faid ¢ the fkin was very
warm.” A by-ftander afked him, ¢ if he thought
‘himfelf ‘mended 2 He replied, *he would foon
5 ~ (- anfwer
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feeling than before.” 1 requefted him to explain
himfelf. He did fo, by telling me that ¢ when he
firlt came to me, he could net diftinguith whether
his loins were touched by a metallick or a foft fub-
ftance, but now he could tell me readily whether I
had a glove on or not.”

7. ¢ The next cafe which came under my notice
was that of BENjamiN QuarMAN, who had re-
ceived but little benefit from medicine, having been
obliged for fome time to hobble upon crutches with
much difliculty, and in great pain. He attributed
his illnefs to a violent cold, caught by working in the
the mud on a pair of dock-gates; I mult add, how-
ever, that he had been all his life a plumber, which
contributed, perhaps, not a little to his indifpofition,
Upon the firft application of the Traétors (which
were formed from a piece of bone) to his thigh, he
experienced a pricking fenfation 3 ina few minutes he
could hardly perfuade himfelf that they did not cut
him ; at the end of the operation he could ufe his
limb more freely, but complained that I had
driven the pain into his knee,”” He was under the
care of Dr. MoncrIEFFE, who was prefent when
Mr. Lax relieved him, in a few minutes, of a pain
which had been for fome time fixed in the fhoulder-
blade. This man continued upon our lift until he
was under the neceflity of leaving the Hofpital; but
he had no reafon to regret the confidence he repofed

C 2 n






TRACTORS. - 21

right leg almoft ufelefs; he was; in confequence,
difcharged the fervice. He complained chiefly of an
intenfe pain under the knee-pan. Being in the
fame ward with fome of the before-mentioned pa-
tients, he was induced to fubmit to the fame opera-
~ tion. This fubje& complained much of the Tracors
cutting him; which idea.he had probably deduced
from hearing QuarmAN (7.) exprefs himfelf in that
manner. The {fecond application ¢ drew down the
paim into hisleg.”” This gave me an opportunity of
exprefling my determination of ¢ getting it ftill
lower downy’ intimating, that ¢ when it was oncein
his toes, the next operation would free him from it
entirely.” It unfortunately happened, however, that
the pain in his knee returned with great violence
during the evening, and he curfed the Tra&ors as
the caufe of his accumulated mifery. No intreaties
could afterwards prevail upon him to make another
trial ; hefaid, that ¢ they had tormented him out of
one night’s reft, and they fhould do fo no more.”
This was the firft check I had experienced, and the
reputation of my inftruments fuffered a little in con-
fequence; 'as this fellow execrated them as much
as they were adored by others.

9. “ Nearly about this time, I undertook the cafe
of Hannan Weston, who had been under the
care of Mr. ALLarDp, for a difeafe in the {houlder.
About three quarters of a year ago fhe was attacked

with
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ftances employed could vary the refiils fo widely.
It will prove to us, befides, that there are certain
bounds to the powers even of the Imagination over
the animal céconomy; and in the cafe in queftion we
have feen, that although it may be equal to the
prevention of periodical pain, it was incapable of
ftimulating the lymphaticks to a removal of the
newly-formed bones or of reftoring tone to the
ligaments.

10. ¢ On the 24th of May, happenirig by chance
to vifit the phyfick-wards with Mr. DyEeRr, a patient
of Dr. New’s complained of great {tiffnefs and occas
fional pain in the fthoulder. I requefted permiffion
to attempt his relief by the new operation: In con-
fequence, Mr. GatsrorDp began to treat him in the
ufual manner with the pieces of pencil. In a few
minutes he was feized with a tremor in his limb, and
fo violent a fhivering fit, that it was judged prudent
to defift for the prefent. The next day I wifhed to
repeat the trial, but he pofitively refufed; alleging
that his arm was quite well, and therefore it would
be putting him to ufelefs pain. It is worthy remark,
that this man’s countenance betrayed very evident
fymptoms of apprehenfion; and it was the general
opinion of the by-ftanders, that the dread of expe-
riencing a fecond time fo fevere a difcipline ‘induced
him to make ufe of his arm fo freely.

¢ This
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a patient with the cheering affe&tion of hope, and by
flightly touching the fkin with a piece of wood, In
order to perform fo important a profeflional duty as
to difcriminate true from falfe remedies.

When the event of our inquiries at the Bath
Hofpital was firft communicated to the enthufiaftick
believers in the efficacy of the Metallick Tractors,
the intelligence excited great commotions, accom-
panied with threats and abufe. A counter-declara-
tion was.to be figned by a great number of very
refpe&table perfons; but I felt much relutance to
provoke them to record their names as dupes of a
popular delufion, by which they might be expofed
to ridicule through life. By a little delay, all fuch
apprehenfions appear to be effetually obviated.

‘The influence of the paflions upon diforders of the
body has been excellently illuftrated by phyficians of
fuperior underftanding; as Sir GEorRGE BAKER,
Dr. FarconNer, and others. The experiments
above related ftrongly confirm, and even extend, our
knowledge on this fubje&.  As many of the effects
may appear wonderful, they required to be fupported
by the moft refpe&able teftimony. And none will
deny that the witnefles here produced are {ufficiently
numerous, impartial, and intelligent.

But the reports above related may appear to fome
readers {fo very marvellous, as to require confirma-
tion by analogous faéts,

During
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linfeed oil. The invention of new and untried phy-
fick is boafted; and amidlt a defeét of every neceflary
and ufeful medicine, a ftrange medley of drugs was
compounded. The effe&, however, of the delufion
was really aftonifhing; for many were quickly and
perfeétly recovered. Such as had not moved their
limbs for a month before, were feen walking the
ftreets found, ftrair, and whole. They boafted of
their cure by the Prince’s remedy; the motion of
their joints being reftored by a fimple friftion with
oil; and the belly now of itfelf well performing its
office, or at leaft with a {mall refiftance from medi-
cine. Many who declared*they had been rendered
worfe by all former remedies adminiftered, recovered
in a few days, to their inexpreflible joy, and the no
" lefs general furprife, by their taking (almoft by their
having brought to them) what we affirmed to them
to be their gracious Prince’s cure.”

Dr. Linp, from whofe Treatife on the Scurvy this
paflage is taken, obferves, that ¢ It is given us by
an eye-witnefs,* an author of great candour and ve-
racity, who (as he informs us) wrote down cvery
day the ftate of his patients; and feems more to be
furprifed with their unexpeéted recovery, than he
pofibly would have been, had he formetly been

o <= = — -

* Frederic Vander Mye, de morbis et {ymptomatibus populari-
bus Bredanis, tempore obfidionis.

better
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to be preferred. This rule of medical condudt.
derives ample confirmation from the fa&s above
related.

I have long been aware of the great importance of

medical faith. Daily ﬂxperiencé has eonftantly con-
firmed and increafed my opinion of its eflicacy.  On
numerous occafions I have declared, that I never
wifhed to have a patient who did not poflefs a {ufli-
cient portion of it. Thefe trials place its efficacy in
a very confpictrous point of view, and muft even
 aftonith perfons who have particularly attended to
this fubjeét; they clearly prove what wonderful ef-
fects the paflions of hope and faith, excited by mere
Imagination, can produce upon difeafes.

On this principle we may account for the mar-
vellous recoveries frequently afcribed to empirical
remedies, which are commonly inert drugs, and
generally applied by the ignorant patient in difor-
ders totally different from what the quack himfelf
pretends that they can cure. Magnificent and un.
qualified promifes infpire weak minds with implicit
confidence.

I have fometimes obferved that the adminiftration
of a new medicine, even when. its compofition was
known, if recommended to the publick with exalted
praife, has been attended with great fuccefs—much
greater than what was confirmed by future expe-
rience.

Hence
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which is, I believe, lperft&fy new in this country;
never having been before remembered; as I am well
informed, by the oldeft inhabitants.
¢« The firft {ymptom of this diforder is a pain of
the head, and fometimes of the {tomach and fide; not
very violent; fucceeded by an alarming catching or
convulfion in the upper extremity, refembling St.
Vitus’s dance; the pulfe moderate, the body coftive,
In bed, the diforder is not fo violent. The patients are
pretty well in health, notwithftanding their great agita-
tion of body, which continues with little intermiffion,
caufing the thoulders almoft to meet by the exertion.
¢ Yefterday I faw one of thefe unfortunate people
for the firft time, and being informed that feveral
were affe@ted in like manner in this neighbourhood,
I affembled them together this morning; in number
ten, and fent for an apothecary to meet them. A
fight fo fhocking I never before beheld. He took
from each of them about eight ounces of blood,
twhich appeared in a diffolved ftate.
¢ Jrappears to me extraordinary, that the diforder
is confined to this neighbourhood alone, and only
affe@ts females from ten to twenty-five years old.
This fitnation is low and marfhy, but the marfh has
been in fome degree drained of late years, although
not effe@ually; but I conceive the damps not fo pow-
erful as heretofore. My great defire is to relieve, if
poffible, thefe poor and unfortunate people, and I truft
n in
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with each other as to warrant a fufpicion that the
epidemick had fpread by a kind of infeéion.

With this idea of the caufe of thefe epidemical
convulfions, I could have wifhed to concert fome plan
of cure which migkt make a falutary impreflion upon
the Imagination; but being fitnated at near.eighty
miles diftance from my correfpondent and my patients,
no meafures of that kind could be attempted. 1could
not do better than order fome antifpafmodick medi-
cines, and to defire Mr. GrifFrTH to ufe all his
authority to prevent girls and young women from
having any communication with perfons affe&ed with
thefe convulfions, and to keep thofe who were ill of
the diftemper feparate from each other, as much as
poflible. I warned him, that if thefe cautions were
not obferved, the epidemick might fpread through
the whole ifland of Anglefey.

The following accurate and judicious detail clearly
explains and confirms this opinion.

Extraéls from Mr. Grirrzra’s Anfwers.

““ Offober 7th, 1796. Several of *the patients
have been here fince T received: reflcription,
and I have minutely examined them, according to
your direétions.

“1ft and 2d Cafes. MarcareT WiLLIAMS, a
girl of thirteen years of age, was feized with 2 pain
in her head on a Sunday evening about ten weeks

pi e ago.
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¢ The number of girls who have been attacked
are cighteen. Two only are recovered. All of
them, as far as I can underftand, were taken much
in the fame manner with the firlt three. Their
lower extremities are free from fpafms, although
they find themfelves confiderably relaxed. The leaft
alarm throws them into a fhaking fit. They have,
in general, a hicenp, The anxiety of parents, fifters,
brothers, friends, &c. for their recovery, is particu-
larly obvious in this neighbourhood.”

¢ Oct. 8th. I detained my letter until now, in
order to give you fome account of the operation of
the effential oil, &c. which® was given to the poor
girls on Tuefday laft, with wonderful fuccefs; for
all who took the drops have uniformly experienced
the good effeéts of them.”

¢ Yan. 18th, 1797. Thaveno doubt of the truth
of your obfervation relative,to the conragious qua-
lity of this diforder.””

““ 0&. gth, 1799. The whole number affefted
with thefe epidemical convulfions was twenty-four,
all females, except one boy of feventeen years of
age. They had all intercourfe with each other.
"They are all confidered as cured; yet two or three
of them are fufceptible of the leaft fright or fudden
alarm, which brings on the convulfions in a flight
degree, and of fhort duration.”

OBSERVATIONS.
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fhrieks, and liftening to an account of their fuffer-
ings, feelingly and frightfully defcribed. Of this
kind of convulfive epidemicks may be reckoned that
which affli¢ted the female inhabitants in the fhire
of Angus in Scotland, about the year 1763 or 1764,
above-mentioned. A like nervous diftemper appears
to have vifited various parts of Germany about the
year 1717.* The famous epidemick of Sweden,}
afcribed by Linn£us to eating charlock, may pof-
fibly be in {fome degree propagated in like manner.

3. Fevers, accompanied with violent convulfions,
fometimes become epidemical, and both diftempers
mar noflibly be propagated by contagion,

Examples of this kind are recorded by WirL1s,{
to have happened in England about the year 16613
by MuLLER,§ in Germany, about the year 1741;
and by BAra1Lon,|| in France, in 1774.

* Waldfchemed de morbo epidemico convulfivo per Holftatiam
graffante 17x7. Apud Halleri Difp. ccliv. T'. vii. p.-s18.

Wedel de morbo {pafmodico maligno in Saxonia, Lufatia, &c.
1717. Apud Hall. Difp. cclv. T. vii. p. s51.

+ Memoires de la Soc. Roy. de Med. a Paris, T i. Mem. p. 319.

T Willis de {pafimis univerfalibus, qui in febribus malignis male
judicatis, et quibusdam anomalis excitare folent.

§ Muller de morbis epidemicis fpafimodicis 1741. Apud Halleri
Dilp. vi. T. 1. p. #8.

|| Sur une efpece d’ epilepfie qui reconnoit pour caufe le virus
exanthematique miliare. Hift. de la Societé Royale de Medicine
a Paris, T. i. p. 225,

See alfo Mem. de la Societé Royale de Medicine, T. i, p. 303.

Thefe






