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viil PREFACE,

I have occupied places of profeflional truft
and refponfibility in Edinburgh for upwards of
thirty years. During the whole of this period,
I have difcharged the duties of Phyfician to the
Royal Infirmary, to George Heriot’s Hofpital,
and to the two Maiden Hofpitals of this city.

In the midft of the full, and fometimes labo-
rious occupations, in which, in confequence of
thefe fituations, I have been engaged, my atten-
tion was, many years ago, attracted to the pur-
gative effet of medicines given in Typhus fe-
ver. And the fats which then prefented them-
felves to my notice, induced me to repeat thefe
medicines again and again; till, by flow ad-
vances, I at laft acquired confidence in the prac-
tice. Many opportunities have fince occurred
of cenfirming thefe obfervations, which, in my
apprehenfion, clearly eftablith the fafety and
utility of giving purgative medicines in the
courfe of Typhus fever, under the limitations
which I point out.

I was afterwards difpofed to think favourably
of the fame pradtice in Scarlatina ; and the uti-
lity









PREFACT. X1

to the patients benefits' fuperior, I believe, to
what are experienced in moft fimilar inftitu-
tions, at the fame time afforded to the medical
ftudent opportunities of acquiring the practical
knowledge of his profeflion, feldom to be found
in other Hofpitals.

By the regulations of the Managers, the
Phyficians of the Royal Infirmary give regular
daily attendance, at a certain hour ; take the
full charge of their refpeftive patients, and in-
terpofe direftly in every circumfitance relative
to the conduct of their cure.

The two phyficians named by the managers;
hiave an equal fhare of duty, and divide the pa-
tients equally between them.

A clerk is attached to each phyfician. He is
commonly a young gentleman, who is advanced
in his ftudies. He refides in the Hofpital, and
has a general fuperintendence of the patients,
who are under the charge of the phyfician, with
whom he 1s connefted. Befides other duties, it
is his bufinefs to prepare a written account of

the
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many of whom are competent judges of what is
going forward.

- Thus, the phyfician muft include, in his re-
Jports, all the circumftances, as they arife in par-
ticular cafes ; circumftances over which he has
no controul, and which muft inevitably direc
his prattice. Further, the phyfician of the
Royal Infirmary, in confequence of his daily at-
tendance, is enabled to follow out his practice,
with peculiar precifion and accuracy 3 to do
which, he is alfo ftimulated by the intereft
which he cannot but take in his patients, fre-
quently friendlefs ftrangers ; and, by the una-
voidable publicity of his whole procedure re-
Ipecting them, which places him often in
delicate and trying fituations,

Cafes then of this defeription, which, in their
progrefs, cannot be perverted to particular pur-
pofes, and which cannot afterwards be altered,
by any retrofpective emendation of the praétiti-
oner, poflefs an authenticity peculiar to them-
felves ; and in the eftablithing of medical falls,
may be produced as an authority, that cannot

be
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be controverted. Indeed, I efteem myfelf fortu-
nate in having documents of this kind to.ad-
duce, in fupport of a practice, which may be
thought to require all the «corroboration, which
the moft incontrovertible evidence ‘can. afford,
Thefe cafes inferted in the different numbers-of
the Appendix, are dated from ‘the 'Royal Infir-
anary. | arly o 39 =

iAgain, in'farther fupport of the exhibition
6f purgatives, in the difeafes of which T treat, T
snfertin the proper numbers of the Appendix,
hiftories ‘of cafes 'from my ‘more -private prac-
tice j—and although they are not fupported by
_the fame public teftimony, as thdfe which are
extrated from the records of the ‘Hofpital, yet
I truft they will be received with all the eredit
due to cafes, which reft upon the authority of
-any individual praétitioner. |

The favour of ‘my friends, whohave had the

- goodnefs to obligeme with communications frem
their private pra&ic:—::, likewife enables me to
give farther evidence of the utility of the prac-
tice which ‘I recommend. This is-the more
gratifying
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gratifying to-me, ‘as it thus appears, that gentle.-
men of high profeffional refpectability, approve
and -adopt, -in the inftances to which their com.
munications refer, the-line of pradtice which I
have endeavoured to introduce,

~Before I conclude thefe;preliminary remarks,
drbeg ‘leave to obferve,-that I do not willingly
obtrude myfelf on “the public, in the charaéter
of an-author; but different ‘reafons ‘concur to
overcome iny-back wardnefs to do fo, and even
to render a full expofition of my pradtice, a
mealure of prudence and of felf.defence. A
number of intelligent, well-informed young
gentlemen, who attend the Hofpital, have be-
come converts to the free exhibition of purga-
tive medicines, which they have feen me employ
with fo much advantage. By this means, the
peculiarities of my practice here, paffed filently
mnto the world, unexplained and unfupported
by the proofs and illuftrations which it was in
MY power to bring forward ; they have been
partially noticed in one periodical publication :
and made the {ubjeét of hafty and miftaken cri-
ticifm in another, Dreading therefore, that un.

der


















PURGATIVE MEDICINES, 5

I have befides obferved, that, in mature age,
and in the decline of life, fymptoms, which are
attributed to previous irregularities, to idiofyn-
cracy, and hereditary difpofition, to difeafe, and
to approaching old age, arife from conftipation
of the bowels, or are intimately conneéted with
it. But the confideration of thefe, is not com-

‘prehended in my prefent plan. '

Thus I have learnt how much the prophylac-
. tic part of medicine, is conneded with the re-
gular attion of the bowels; and how neceffary
it is, in confequence of this, to advife thofe who
" with to preferve good health ; and the valetudi-
narian who is in queft of this loft treafure, to
attend to this circumftance. On fome occafions
it may be proper to propofe to them, to forfake
the haunts and habits of fathionable life; to
leave the crowded city, alluring amufements, or
ferious occupations, condulted in airlefs, or
even tainted rooms; to fhun luxurious tables,
indolence, and late hours; to retrace the foot-
fteps by which they had deviated from fimple
nature ; and to court the country, pure air, mo-

derate exercife, and fimple diet.
AS This









8 GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON

does not appear, that the full extent of their uti-
lity has been always  clearly perceived ; or the
adminiftration of them always properly directed.

Phyficians, tintured with the tenets of judi-
cial aftrology, prefcribed purgatives at certain
times and feafons; conceiving that they would
prove more beneficial or hurtful, according to
the junétion or oppofition of the planets, or the
age of the moon. But thefe reveries, which im-
peded rational practice, have long fince vanifhed.

Thofe who were partial to the dottrines of
humoral pathology, employed purgative medi-
cines, with the intention of expelling peccant
matter, but not before it had been feparated
from the mafs of fluids, by an appropriate fer-
mentation. The fame patholigifts taught, that
different purgatives poflefled diftinét potwers,
and moved different fluids by a fpecific aion.
Hence they have talked of cholagogues, phlema-
‘gogues, hydragogues, and of melanagogues ;
and have difplayed much apparent fagacity, in
feletting the purgative adapted to the expulfion
of the fluid prevalent at the time.

This
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"This fermentation, however, and this depofi-
tion of peccant humours, the confequence of it,
have ceafed to hold a place in the doétrines of
phyfic. And the fuppofed {pecific operation of
purgatives, in expelling particular fluids, is not
confirmed by fubfequent obfervation and expe-
rience, and is not now regarded in practice.

“Modern phyficians have-two objeéts in view,
in the adminiftration of purgative medicines ;—
the one is to empty the bowels fimply; the
other, to promote an increafed fecretion of
fluids into the cavity of the inteftines, or in other
words, to induce purging. They have accord-
ingly confidered medicines thus employed, to be
of two kinds, laxative and purgative ; and they
diret the one or the other of thefe, as the cir-
cumitances of the cale may feem to requirg
them.

This diftintion is neither, perhaps, fo correct

or philofophical as it might be. Purgative me-

~dicines aét by their ftimulating power, which
will be in proportion to the quantity of the me-

dicine which is given. Four grains of calomel,

' three



















































26 UTILITY OF PURCATIVE MEDICINES

hends the varieties of the diftinét, and of the
confluent fmall pox. ' '

Scarlatina, as an epidemic, does not always
aflume precifely the fame appearance. This di-
verfity depends in part, upon the varying na-
- ture and conflitution of fcarlatina itfelf, inde-
pendently of all extrinfic circum{tances ; in part,
upon certain contingencies, which are common
to'all the inhabitants of a whole diftri¢t of coun-
try, fuch as the feafon of the year, the tempe-
rature of the air, the kindlinefs or inclemency
of the weather, together with other unknown
qualities of the atmoiphere ; and partly, upon
circumftances which apply to individuals, fub-
jected to the difeafe ; their general habit of bo-
dy and conftitution, their particular ftate of
health, at the time of attﬁck, and their fitua-
tion, with refpet to lodging, ventilation, and
cleanlinefs.

Thefe circumf{tances concur in modifying the
chara&er of the epidemic; and while they in-
troduce a variety in the fymptoms of fcarlatina,
they likewife point out the neceflity of makinga

correfponding
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furface, or the ablution of the fkin, by means of
tepid water, have been recommended and prac-
tifed in {carlatina, according to circumitances,
by men, whofe opinions have great weight and
authority.

Thus, the young and timid praétitioner is dif-
trated, and at a lofs what courfe to purfue, that
he may embrace a fafe and decided line of con-
du&. It will be a difficult tatk, to difpel the
clouds that overfhadow medical pratice in fcar-
latina. The only way of accomplifthing it will
be, to give a full ftatement of the leading {ymp-
toms of the different epidemics of {carlatina. no-
ticed by authors; and to appropriate to each,
the general and topical remedies which they re-
quire. 'Whoever embarks in this undertaking,
and executes it with fuccefs, will render an ufe-
ful fervice to the public.

Thefe reflexions occurred to me, upon
turning my thoughts towards the fubje&t of
fcarlatina ; and I conceive them of fufficient
importance, to merit the attention which I have
beftowed upon them.

I proceed






























88’ UTILITY OF PURGATIVE MEDICINES

tion. For were Ito devife a means of preventing
thefe confequences, or of removing them when -
they had taken place ; none more likely would
occur to me, than the ufe of thofe very pur-
gatives, which are thus fo dogmatically pro-
fcribed. While I employed them, however, I
would carefully limit their effet, to the exprefs
purpofe of unloading the bowels, and fhun the
inconvenience of inducing weaknefs, by full

purging.

Under thefe impreflions, I have formed a fa-
vourable opinion of the utility of purgative me-
dicines in cynanche maligna. But let me here
caution the reader, that in giving this opinion,
I have departed from the rule which I had
formed to myfelf. It is a theoretical opinion,
and not fo fully fupported by experience, as to
enable me to deliver it with confidence.

The peculiarly healthy, airy, and dry fite of
Edinburgh ; the general cleanlinefs and comfort
which the inhabitants enjoy, fince the extenfion
of the royalty, and the erettion of the houfes

in the New Town, will account for the rare ap-
pearance
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pearance of cynanche maligna among us, and

for my good fortune, in having witneffed few
inftances of it.

I have faid, that the opinion of purga-
tive medicines being ufeful in fcarlatina, gains
ground.  Accordingly, others, befides my-
felf, have employed them with confiderable
freedom. But thefe pratitioners do not feem
to have put a proper value upon this mode
of treatment ; and have been inclined to im-
pute benefits, evidently refulting from purga-

tives, to other medicines which they may
have ufed at the fame time.

Mr. Oaxly, of Pontefraé, and Dr. Binns, in
conducting the cure of fcarlatina, which appear-
ed among the children in the fchool at Ack-
worth, gave calomel in repeated dofes, to an
extent beyond former example. And the uti-
lity of the prattice was felf evident, and acknow-
ledged. Yet Dr. Binns, in the fubfequent
part of his account of this epidemic, derogates

c 4 from
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fulphuris evanefcant, et regulus antimonii mani-
feftus fit; deinde ab igne remove, et in pulve-
rem fubtiliffimum redige.

- “¢ Recipe—Pulv. fupradict. partes tres.—Mer-
curi dulcis fexies fublimati et fubtiliffime tritura-
ti, partem unam. mifce. .

¢ Of this I have given from half a fcruple
to half a drachm, to adults, and have found it
conflantly to anfwer the intention. But to chil-
dren I have given the mercurius dulcis only,
from five grains to a fcruple ; and if the fymp-
toms are very violent, and the child ve'ry robylt,
I have given even half a drachm with the great-
eft fuccefs. After the fick has had feveral {tools,
I give him the following julep :

¢ Recipe—Mann, aq. pur. unciis {feptem ; fo-
lut. unciam, crem. tartar. drachmam, aq. nucis
mofchat. unciam dimidiam. M. Capiat cohlea-
ria tria, quartis horis, if he is an adult; if a
child, according to his age and ftrength. It is
an agreeable medicine, and anfwers the inten.
tions of keeping the bowels lax, the bile infipid,

and the mouth and fauces quite clean.
1 If
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¢ If the patient is in the firft ftage of the difs
eafe, I diret him to gargle frequently with Spi-
ritus Mindereri in cold water, which prevents
an ulceration: if in the fecond ftage, with
Spiritus Mindereri. tinfturaee myrrhe uncia di-
midia, decoéti hordeati, unciis feptem. M. If
in the third, and the floughs begin to feparate,
with mel rofar. tinGtura myrrhe,—corticis
Peruvian. a. uncia dimidia, decoct. hordeati

unciis feptem, M. and made juft tepid.

<« If the éars are affected, I have ufed the laft
mentioned mixture, as foon as they difcharge,
juft tepid, as an injection, feveral times a day.

<« After the floughs are all off, dnd the fever
gone, I have found it neceffary, in fome few
cafes, to give of thefollowing tincture; Recipe—
Infuf. corticis Peruviani Huxhami, unciam unant
et dimidiam,—Rhabarbari {pirit. unciam dimi-

diam ; drachmam unam vel drachmas duas, bis

in dies, horis medicine in aqua pura.

¢ The liquors I have ufed, have been wa-
ter-gruel, barley-water, chicken-water, fage tea,
rofemary

§
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It may be regreted perhaps, that the author
hdad not given greater authenticity to his prac-
tice, by fubfcribing his name. There is internal
evidence, however, in his account, of the truth
of what he afferts ; and if fallacy had been at-
tempted, it muft have been deteted and reveal-
ed by fome of the living witnefles acquainted
with the tranfaction at the time.

This writer verifies my obfervation, that dif-
ferent epidemics of fcarlatina require a variety
of the fame praéice. In the fcarlatina of 1772,
at Ipfwich, the bowels appear to have been eafi-
ly moved. But I believe the gentle purgative
employed in the courfe of that epidemic ; for I
do not take into account the highly adtive one
given in the firft inftance; would have been of
no avail in the fcarlatina which prevailed in
Edinburgh, in 1804. I give a narrative of this
epidemic, as it appeared in George Herriot’s
hofpital, as well as the cafes of a few of the
patients who laboured under it, in the Royal
Infirmary. Thefe will be found in the third

number of the fubjoined Appendix.—They il-
luftrate
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much of the lumbricus, and mention the num-
ber of them that is occafionally paflfed to be
very great. There may be fomething in the
climate, {oil, or ftate of the air of thefe regions;
in the nmde of life or conftitution of the inha-
bitants, with which we are unacquainted, which
may account for this circumftance. But in our
cooler latitudes, no fuch inftances of numerous
lumbrici have been noticed. On the contrary,
after the beft directed courfe of anthelmintic
medicines, when the fymptoms of the difeafe are
going off, no lumbrici have been feen, unlefs
we admit, that the worms, deftroyed by the ef-
ficacy of the medicines, conftitute the unnatu-
ral and fetid feces which, in fuch inftances, are
voided in great abundance. |

This admiflion, however, is not to be readily
granted ; for fimilar feces are pafled upon the
exhibition of an early purgative, and before any
fpecific vermifuge is employed.

Farther, the prefence of lumbrici in the bow-
els is by no means an uniform caufe of bad

health, They have been known to exilt in the
inteftinal
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- When I confider the languor and laffitude
which precede this Marafmus ; when I recolleé
the conftitutional or acquired debility of thofe
who are more particularly expofed to be affect-
ed by it, inftead of adopting the common opi-
nion, of its being occafioned by worms, I am
more difpofed to think, that a torpid {tate, or
weakened action of the alimentary canal, is the
immediate caufe of the difeafe; whence proceed
coftivenefs, diftenfion of the bﬁwels; and a pe-
culiar irritation, the confequence of remora of .
the feces. I have accordingly been long in the
habit of employing purgative medicines for the
cure of this Marafmus ; the objett is, to remove
indurated and fetid feces, the accumulation per-
haps of months ; and as this object is accom-
plithing, the gradual return of appetite and vi-
gor mark the progrefs of recovery.

The hiftory of the difeafe, from the firft in-
difpofition, to the appearance of more urgent
fymptoms, difpofes me to confider it as confift-
ing of two ftages or periods; the incipient, and
the confirmed. The firft period commences

with the difeafe, and continues to the acceflion
of
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mer, till the movement and expulfion of the ac-
cumulated matter are effeted, when fymp-
toms of returning health appear. Whoever
undertakes the cure of Chorea by purgative me-
dicines, muft be decided, and firm to his purpofe.
The confidence which he afflumes is necefla-
ry to carry home, to the friends of the patient,
conviction of ultimate fuccefs. Their preju-
dices will otherwife throw infurmountable ob-
{tacles in the way. Half meafures, in in-
ftances of this kind, will prove unfuccefsful;
and were it not for perfeverance in unloading
the alimentary canal, the difeafe would be pro-
longed, and recurring, would place the patient
in danger, and thus bring into difcredit a prac-
tice which proniifes certain f{afety. s

Here, as in all other cafes of extreme debili-
ty induced by difeafe, the recovery is at firft
flow and gradual. A regular appetite for food,
a more intelligent eye, and lightened counte-
nance, chearfulnefs, and playfulnefs of temper,
increafing aptitude for firmer motions, the refto-
vation of articulation, and of the power of de-

glutition,
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glutition, a renovation of flefh and f{trength
fucceed each other, and being more and more
confirmed, are, €’er long, followed up by com-
plete recovery:

For fome time after thefe falutary changes
take place, the ftate of the bowels muft conti-
nue an objeét of attention. An occafional ftimu-
mulus from purgatives will be requifite to fup-
port their regular action, and to reftore their
healthy tone, the only fecurity againft the recur-
ring accumulation of feces, and of a cﬂnfequént
relapfe:

About this time aifu, remedies poflefled of to-
nic and f{timulant powers, may be ufed with pro-
priety and effett; they reftore energy to the
torpid bowels, aid the purgdtive medicines in
obviating coftivenefs, and thus confirm a re-
covery already advanced. Vegetable bitters; or
the preparations of fteel, may perhaps be the moft
ufeful for accomplifhing thefe ends. 1 have not
felt the neceffity of having recourfe to medicines
- of this kind : under a proper regimen of light
F2 and
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and nourifhing food, and of exercife in the
open air, my patients in general, quickly reco-
ver their ftrength. ‘But many practitioners fet
a value upon tonic medicines; and the ulual
routine of practice demands them.

This exhibition of purgative medicines in Cho-
rae, is, I apprehend, countenanced by the prac-
tice of Sydenham and De Haen. It is how-
ever probable, that the purgative medicine was
the only ufeful one which Sydenham employed ;
and that his protracted cures may be attributed
to the interruption of the ufe of it, during the
interpofition of blood-letting, and of alterant
and paregoric medicines.

De Haen, in the eighth chapter of his firit vo-
lume of the Ratio Medendi, narrates a cale, in
the following words. ¢ Novem annorum puel-
lam, cui poft variolas morbillofque, primo tuffis
frequens, deinde fputum purulentum aderat, fpu-
tum demum plane ceflabat, Chorea Sancti Viti

prehendit, finiftro potifimum brachio pedeque,

at diverfimoda faciei convulfio. Bimeftri {pa-
- 9 tio,

et e T e S i M o i
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86 UTILITY OF PURGATIVES

expel the offending mafs, in the former, than in
the latter inftances.

Since I have employed purgatives in (l'h«:nrf::.—]aq
I have been difappointed in eﬁ'ecﬂng a cure, in
one cafe only.

About three years ago I vifited a young girl, -

who had been the victim of Chorea for many.
weeks. The purgative medicines, which I admi-
niftred, gave full evidence of a difordered, and
loaded ftate of the inteftines. My patient was
not under proper management ; my advice was
tfollowed in an irregular, and defultory manner,
and the difeafe was protracted. After fome time
the was carned home to a confiderable diftance,
and I underftood a quack medicine was given to
her with the beft effects. To my regret, how-
ever, I faw her about a year ago in the fame
fituation in which fthe had left me, and I then
learned, that fhe had continued in th:s ﬁtuatmn,
during the whole of this interval. |

During the exhibition of purgative medicines
in Chorea, practitioners will learn the propriety
and

e e e
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and neceflity of infpecting the alvine evacua-
tions, They are, in this important point, géne-
raly carelefs ; the attendants, in fick rooms, are
of courfe, ignorant on the {ubject, and cannot
give the information neceffary for our afcertain-
ing the effect of purgative medicines, or for di-
recting us refpecting their dofe, and frequency
of repetition. 4

I have faid that Chorea confifts of two ftages,
a circumftance which fhould induce’ thofe who
have- the fuperintendance of children to attend
moft carefully, at all times, to the ftate of their
bowels. For the timely interpofition of pur-
gative medicines will be the beft means of avert-
ing the acceflion of Chorea, which is fo formi-
dable, and which, on fome occafions, has been
found fo obftinate a complaint.

The caprice of children will often thwart us,
and oblige us to employ purgatives, not becaufe
they are fuch as we would prefer, but becaufe
they are fuch as will be taken. 1T have in gene-
ral ufed the purgative medicines in Chorea,
which I had found ufeful in Marafmus.

F 4 I have









90 UTILITY OF PURGATIVES

preceded bycoftivenefs, which prevails through-
out the difeafe. A rofy complexion now gives
place to a pale, and fometimes to a greenith,
and at other times to a yellowifh colour of {kin.
The lips and gums exchange their vermilion
tint for a death-like palén'effs ; the eyes are
dull, and the inferiour part of their orbits is
puffy, and of a dark hue; the motions become
languid and feeble ; the pulfe, which is generally
fmall and flow, is readily excited to a quick and
irregular beat ; palpitation of the heart, and hur-
ried and labouring refpiration are brought on
by flight exertion ; {yncope often occurs ; head-
ach, vertigo, dulnefs, and impaired memory and
judgment afterwards fupervene. To thefe fuc-
ceeds a peevifh and reclufe turn of mind, which
makes the unhappy fufferer fhun fociety, and
court darknefs and folitude.

In the progrels of the difeafe, the flefh be-
comes loofe and flaccid, the urine is diminifhed,
and the perfpiration feems to be checked. Se-
rous effufions into the cellular membrane, pro-
duce at firft cedema of the lower extremities, and

afterwards anafarca, Languor and debility con-
tinuing,
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our pathological reafonings, and too greatweight,
in directing our conduét in the cure of difeafes.
And having experienced the uncertainty of the
ufual means, which are recommended for the
cure of Chlorofis, and the utility of another
mode of treating the complaint, I was led, great-
ly hefitating, to queftion the theory of the Cul-
lenian fchool on this fubject.

Theaflumption, that the ftateof the ovaria, and
that of the uterine veflels have a connexion; and
that the former has a great fhare in exciting the
attion of the latter, and in producing the men-
ftrual flux ; the prefumption, that a certain ftate
of the genitals is neceflary to give tone, and ten-
fion to the whole fyftem, and that, if the ftimu-
lus arifing from this ftate be wanting, the whole
fyftem may fall into a torpid, or Hlaccid ftate,
whence Chlorofis may arife, appear to be mere-
ly a begging of the queftion, and lead to no
certain conclufion, as to the nature, or caufe of
this ftate of the genitals, the fuppofed prime
mover in the retention of the menfes, and in
the introdution of Chlorofis; or to a know-
ledge of the means of curing either.

The



IN CHLOROSIS, 99

The partial, and temporary fufpenfion of the
influence of the genitals, is fuppofed, according
to this theory, greatly to affet the general fyf-
tem. But there are inftances, where this in-
fluence is altogether, and irretrievably loft ;
and where no difeafe enfues. Calftrated, and
{payed animals fuffer certain changes of confti-
tution, but they retain the enjoyment of perfect
health. And, in our own {pecies, eunuchs, how-
ever much degraded in the eftimation of fociety,
in confequence of their emafculation, are nei-
ther a fthort lived, nor an unhealthy fet of men.
Reafoning from this analogy, I do not under-
ftand how the influence of the female genitals
can be fo great, as that its partial {ulpenfion
would occafion retention of the menfes, or fhould
induce Chlorofis.

Another theory has been broached on this
fubject, which it elucidates by a reference to
fexual defire. Infinuations, injurious to the pu-
rity of mind, and offenfive to the modefty of the
fair fufferers, have been thrown out. The medi-
cal moralift talks of the Chlorofis amatoria, and

c 2 follows
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if the regular call is not obeyed, the necefiity
for the evacuation pafles away ; and the call be-
ing again and again neglected, habitual coftive-
nefs is the confequence. Hence, from the feel-
ings of the fex, and frequently from the want
of proper opportunities, coftivenefs, and its at-
tendant Chlorofis, are more prevalent among
girls, than among boys. Again, the greater
capacity of the female pelvis gives more room,
for that part of the inteftinal canal, which is
contained within it, to dilate, and, of courfe, to
admit of greater accumulation of feculent mat-
ter, which, ip proportion to its remora, becomes
more, and more abundant, and more impacted.
Hence coftivenefs is more obftinate, and Chlo-
rofis, and other difeafes originating in coftive-
nefs, are more fevere, and are of more difficult
cure, in the female, than in the male.

Imprefled with thefe confiderations, and with

a previous favourable opinion of the utility of
purgative medicines, in other complaints, I, ma-
ny years ago, adopted the ufe of them in
Chlorofis. I expeéted, by obviating coftivenefs,
to remove the ftomachic fymptoms, and, of
G 4 courfe,

















































































130 APPENDIX, No. I,

Tabula fecunda exponit medicaminum titulos
pofteriores, et priores.

TITULI POSTERIORES. TITULI PRIORES.
Aqua acetitis ammoniz - Spiritus Mindereri.
Adua potaflz - - Lixivium caufticum.
Bolus jalape compofitus - Bolus jalapz, cum mercurio.
] Lixiva purificata.
Carbonas potafl= - {A]kali fixum vegetabile pu-
rificatum.
Carbonas magnefiz - - Magnefia alba.
Caffia fenna = = = Senna,
Citrus medica = = = Limon.
Convolvulus Jalapa = - Jalapa.
Glycirrhiza glabra - - Glycirrhiza,
G% reﬁua_ ferulz aﬁz-} Aflafetida.
Myrtus pimenta 2 Pimenta,
Oxydum fer migram purif-} s v ot bifcate
Mercurius cinereus.
Oxydum h]rdrarg'j'n cincre- {H}rdrarg}rrus przcipitatus
2 cinereus.
Phofphas fode - - Soda phofphorata.
. , Extra®tum catharticum.
Bl:hl; i CDIOCF“' Extra@um colocynthidis -
: 3 . compofitum.
Potio carbonatis calcis - Potio cretacea.
Sulphas magnefiz - - 8al catharticus amarus.
Sulphas potaflz - - - Tartarum vitriolatum.

Sal Glauberi.

Soda vitriolata.
Cryftalli tartari.
Cremor tartari.

¥ %Antimnnium tartarifatum.

Sulphas foda - -
Supertartris potafle -

Tartris antimonii - i
antimonu Tartarus emeticus.

Tartris fodre et potaffe - § goq P s
Tin€tura convolvuli jalapz =~ Tinctura jalapz.

Laudanum.

Tintura opit 4 TinCtura thebaica.

Tabula














































































Royal Infir.
May 17th.
1798.

156 APPENDIX, No. II.

James GranT, tat. 18.

Complains of great pain in the umbilical and
epigaitric regions ; of fevere headach and much
ficknefs, with general uneafinefs and laffitude.
His internal fauces are painful, and there is an
eruption of reddifh fpots over his face and moft
of his body. Pulfe about 90—belly flow—ap-
petite impaired—tongue rather white—has great
thirft.

On the 12th current he was affected with
thivering ; the fpots appeared about the 15th,
and have been increafing fince that time ; the
affection of his throat has likewife been increaf-
ing. He had been recovered eight days from a
febrile attack, which had continued for a fort-
night without any eruption.

He took an emetic on the 13th, which reliev-
ed in fome degree the pain of his head. He
took alfo fome pills on the 15th, which acted as
a laxative.

Habeat enema purgans.

Pain


















Royal Infir.
July 17th.
1798.

162 APPENDIX, No, II.

Anprew HaLL, Atat, 21.

Complains of fevere pain in the lumbar re-
gion, and in the extreme mufcles of his feet—of
general debility and laflitude—pulfe about 80—
tongue clean, but rather white—has great thirft
—his appetite is very weak—nhis belly had been
coftive, and he took of ¢alomel five grains, with
eight of powder of jalap, laft night, which pro-
cured one ftool ; fince which he feels lefs op-
prefled. His complaints commenced eight days
ago, when he was affeted with headach, fick-
nefs and frequent rigors.

Recipe—Mercurii dulcis grana quinque,

Pulveris radicis jalapae grana fede-
cim.

Sit pulvis quam primum fumendus.

Four pretty copious ftools—pain abated—ikin
moift, but rather warm—tongue parched—pulfe
about 100, and full—confiderable thirft—a
good night.

Habeat mifturz diaphoretica antimonialis un+
ciam, lecunda quaque hora.

Skin















TYPHUS. 167

Two or three ftools—ifkin cool—pulfe about
90—a good night, and difpofed to fleep~mak-
ing no complaint.

Continuetur deco@um furfuris.

Has had delirium and irregular convulfive
motions—Dbelly flow—pulfe feeble.

Repetatur bolus e jalapa cum mercurio,
- Abradatur capillittumn.

Habeat vini rubri uncias olto.

Sumat unciam fubinde, indies.

Delirium and involuntary motions ftill con-
tinue---a better night—two loofe ftools—pulfe
towards 120, and feeble—wine not much re-
lithed. .

Adhibeatur veficatorium toti capiti.

Habeat hauftum cum laudani guttis quinde.

cim.

Intermittatur vinum rubrum,

Delirium much aggravated towards evening
—quietnefs fucceeded the exhibition of the
draught, which ftill continues—irregular con-

L4 vulfive

Aug. 9th.

s ROt

= 11th,

—vee 12th.









'Ru}rzl Infir.
March 27th.
1504.

— 28th.

——— 1:91:11.

w—— 31st.

170 APPENDIX, No, II,

DonaLp STEwWARrT, Btat, 19,

Complains of violent headach, vertigo, nau.
fea, and occafional vomiting, pain under the

fternum, with frequent fhort cough, and flight
dyfpnaca—debility—general uneafinefs—pulfe
90—ifkin hot—tongue loaded—belly, by ac-
Was attacked two days ago,

count, regular.
with rigors—has ufed no remedies.

Imponatur veficatorium quam primum fterno,
et fumat bolum jalapa compofitum.
Mifturz faline ammoniate unciam, {ubinde.

Headach and ficknefs—cough, and pain of
breaft relieved—frequent ftools—pulfe calm—
fkin cool and moift—tongue white—thirft in-
confiderable—an indifferent night—blifter has
anfwered well. . |

Hauftum aﬁada}rnum, velfpere.

Continuetur miftura falina ammoniata.

Purging gone—cough returns at times, with
uneafy breathing—pulfe 90, and feeble.
Rec.



- M'YPHUS, - 171

Recipe—~Miftura mucilaginofz uncias quatuor,
| * Vini e tartrite antimonii drachmas duas,
Tinctura: thebaicae guttas triginta.
Miftura agitatze fumat unciam dimidiam, fub-
inde.—Intermittatur miftura falina ammoniata.

Belly having been flow, a laxative was given
laft evening, as yet without effect. IFace at times
is fluthed, and he is fomewhat delirious—cough
is however abated—breathing ealy—pulfe calm.

Habeat quam Iprimum, infufi fennz uncias
tres.

Continuetur miftura tartritis antimonii.

No ftool till he got an injeGtion—two fincé—
pulfe 80—tongue foul, but moift—eyes fuffufed.
Continuetur miftura e tartrite antimonii.

Headach and delirium gone—a good night
~—complains of pain of throat, with difficult de-
glutition—pulfe 80—fkin hot—belly flow.
~ Adhibeatur oleum ammoniatum cum panno
laneo faucibus externis—pulveris jalapa cnmpn-'
fiti fcrupulos duos.

Pain

Aprl 3d.

e dth,

—— 5th.









April 25th.

s 27ER

s 25th,

174 APPENDIX, No. II,

Has had a quieter night, but continues indif-
tint, with feeble pulfe—parched tongue, and
involuntary twitching—no ftool.

Habeat quam primum bolum e jalapa cum
mercurio, et vefpere fi opus fit ad alvum dejici-
endam, enema domefticum,

Continuetur vinum.

A quiet night—difpofed to fleep fince morn-
ing—countenance more florid, and of a more
natural appearance—a copious, dark-coloured,
and fetid ftool, after the injeétion.

Repetatur bolus e jalapa, cum mercurio et
enema domefticum, fi opus fit.

Repetatur etiam vinum.

One ftool by the injetion; and another an
hour after—continues to fleep much—pulfe 120

till feeble.
Repetatur enema vefpere—continuetur vinum.

Continues drowfy and indiftiné&t, with tremor
of hand, and flight fubfultus tendinum—tongue
loaded—pulfe feeble—wine relifhed.

Tmponatur veficatorium capillitio abrafo.
Repetatur
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Repetatur bolus e jalapa cum mercurio ut fu-
pra, necnon enema domefticum, fi opus fit,

vefpere—repetatur vinum.

L

A feetid and rather fcanty ftool after the in- Ap: 2oth.
jetion. A good difcharge by the blifter—ap-
pears lefs drow{y—has been more diftinét—tre-
mor and fubfultus at prefent gone—tongue dry
and lefs loaded—pulfe feeble—wine ftill relifh-
ed, and little food taken.
Repetatur bolus e jalapa cum mercurio, nec-
non enema—continuetur vinum.

A copious, but ftill feetid and dark-coloured —— 30th,
ftool, from the injection. Has pafled an eafy
night—wine ftill relifhed, and a little more
food taken—flight fubfultus with appearance of
floccitatio. In other refpects as yefterday—pulfe
feeble.

Repetatur bolus e jalapa cum mercurio, nec-
non enema {i opus fit—et continuetur vinum.

Two {tools after the injeltion, the laft copi- May 1st.
ous, dark and feetid—a quiet night—tremors

and















































































































212 APPENDIX, No, IV.

TRADES MAIDEN HOSPITAL,
September 25th, 1805,

ApovuT the middle of Auguft lalt, Euphemia
Winter, one of the children entertained in this
Hofpital, twelve years of age, complained of
fevere headach, ficknefs, and conftant vomiting
of the contents of the flomach. Mr. Waod,
furgeon of the Hofpital, afked me to vifit her,
which I did a few days after the appearance
- of the above fymptoms. She was confined to
bed. She appeared to be languid; her eyes
were heavy, but the was ftrongly fufceptible of
the impreflion of light, which gave her much
uneafinefs ; her pulfe was feeble. 'With thefe
fhe laboured under proftration of appetite, want
of fleep, and obftinate coftivenefs,

She had been taking pills of calomel and
rhubarb, with little effect on her bowels; but
‘her mouth became fore, and her breath acquir-
ed the mercurial fetor.

We were not without apprehenfions for the

event of thefe fymptoms, which feemed to us to
indicate
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formed, and uncnmmunly fetid, had been dif-
charged.

Perceiving that fhe was relieved, her head
being lefs pained, and the pulfe more regular;
another dofe of fenna was given, early in the
forenoon of the 11th ; and the mercurial medi-
cines were omitted. This dofe alfo, operated
brifkly, and brought off, notwithftanding the
large evacuations of the preceding day, fix or
feven copious ftools, all of them uncommonly
fetid, and of a dark colour. She fuffered much
from ficknefs, oppreflion, and gripes, during the
operation of both dofes of fenna; but immedi-
ately after the laft dofe, every fymptom of dif-
eafe vanithed. The headach was felt only on
quick motion ; her eyes recovered their natural
appearance ; her pulfe was regular ; and fhe be-
came equally alert, as in her beft health.

On the 12th fhe had a third dofe of fenna,
not however, fo {trong as the preceding ones ;
but neverthelefs it procured three or four ftools,
lefs fetid than the former, and of more natural

appearance.
On
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On the morning of the 18th, our patient in-
formed us, that the was cured of all her coma
plaints. And her mother, who watched her
carefully in every ftate of her illnefs, faid, that
ever {ince the violent purging, produced by the
fenna, on the firft exhibition of it, fhe, as well
as. the fervants, had remarked, that a difagree-
able noife which took place, during the fleep of
our patient for feveral years, and which was
occafioned by the grinding of the teeth, had
ceafed. | |

As our patient continued perfectly well, on
the 17th inftant fhe was permitted to return to
the country. Her mother was direfted to give
her repeated laxatives for fome time, to prevent
immedrate accumulation of the feces; and to
interpofe them on any occafion in future, when
the ftools appeared to be unnatural, or not fuffi-
ciently copious.

I remain, dear Sir,
Your’s, faithfully,
Benjy. BELL.

4, Nicholfon’s Street,

Dr. HamirTon,
Ediyburgh. }

THx
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258 APPENDIX, No. V.

EvizaseTn WessTER, Etat. 9.

Is fubje@ to conftant irregular and involun-
tary motions of both the fuperior and inferior
extremities ; but the left arm and leg appear
lefs affetted than the right. The trunk of the
body is alfo frequently affected by thefe irregu-
lar motions, and there is conftant grinding of
the teeth during fleep, when thefe motions are
{fufpended, and fhe appears calm and eafy.

This complaint has exifted for about five
weeks, and fince the 2d of April fhe has been
under a regular courfe of purgative medicines,
which have had various effects, but have given
no relief of fymptoms—had two fpoiled teeth
extracted, and on the 22d inftant fhe pafled a
worm of the Lumbricus kind, about ten inches
in length—her appetite is good, and food is re-
lifhed==her abdomen is foft, without fulnefs—
power of articulation nearly fufpended.

Recipe—Submuriatis hydrargyri drachmam

dimidiam,
Sacchari albi drachmam unam.
Optime






April 29th.

— 30th,

260 APPENDIX, No. V.

rab and lefs violent—vomiting fucceeded the
firft dofe of the mixture—five powders taken.
Recipe— Pulveris radicis jalapz,
Sacchari rubri, utriufque drachmam
unam,
Tere intime et divide in dofes duodecim.
Sumat unam fecunda vel tertia quaque hora;

{upra prefcriptis omifiis.

Has paffed a quiet night, enjoying foft {leep—
has had ten ftools ; the feces upon the whole
are abundant, of a light greenifh colour, partly
fluid, and partly fomewhat in feparate knots,
approaching in appearance to fcybala; thefe
evacuations are highly fetid—the convulfive
motions are {till more ftayed and lefs violent—
nine powders, taken without relutance, have
been given.

Continuetur pulvis jalape ut heri prefcrip-

tum.

Alvine difcharge, in refpect of quantity, can-
not be afcertained, feces having been voided
without notice in bed; but on the whole they have

not been fo abundant as yefterday ; they are of
<
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May 1sth.  Pretty copious alvine difcharge from fix mo-
tions, more fetid than for two days paft—con-
fiderable fullnefs of abdomen is flill per-
ceived. _

Recipe—Submu::iatis hydrargyri grana qua-
tuor,
Pulveris jalapz,
Sacchari, utriufque grana oéto,
Sit pulvis, cras primo mane, fumendus.

Habeat vini rubri uncias quatuor.

—— 10th. A more copious alvine evacuation, ftill fetid,
with flight fulnefs of abdomen—{pontaneous
vomiting of contents of {tomach this morning,
preceded by ficknefs—wine relithed.

Cras mane repetatur pulvis, heri prefcriptus,
et repetatur vinum.

_—— goth.  Since taking the powder, a rather fcanty al-
vine evacuation has taken place; it is feculent,
fluid, and fetid—fulnefs of abdomen continues
—wine relithed,

Recipe—Infufi fenna uncias duas,
Extraéti Glycyrrhize drachmam.

Solve pro cathartico quam primum fumendo.
Velpere






Ma}r 23d.

pee 24t
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90, and firmer—abdomen feems lefs diftended
~—food and wine relithed. |
Repetatur infufum fennz cum tinctura jala-
pa ; necnon enema fetidum vefpere.
~ Continuetur vinum,
Omittantur alia.

The alvine evacuation is more copious, of a
darker colour, and fetid—the injeétion, retained
four hours, was voided along with feculent
matter and much flatus—fulnefs and tenfion of
belly continue to abate—appetite for food flags,
but wine is relifhed—pulfe about 90, and feeble
~—1fhe feems to lofe in refpett of flefh and ftrength.

.Habeat quam primum juris bovini libras
duas ; cujus injiciantur uncie fex per anum,
ommni bihorio. _

Sera note fumat bolum jalapze compofitum ;
et cras mane repetatur infufum fennz cum tinc-
tura jalapee,

* Continuetur vinum.

Alvine evacuation, fince yefterday, is lefs co-
pious, fluid and fetid—injections of beef-tea re-
tained—pulfe firmer, and more food taken.

Repetatur




























































April 16th,

—— 18th.

e 10th,

290 APPENDIX, No. VIL

Headach and oppreflion of praecordia conti-
nue—ficknefs relieved—no vomiting—copious
alvine difcharge after the injection.

Habeat quam primum bolum jalapae compo-
fitum, cum mercurii granis decem ; et fera noc-

te, nifi fluxerit alvus, enema domefticum.

Headach and oppreflion about praecordia are
much relieved—expreflion of countenance light-
ened—very copious, confiftent, dark-coloured
alvine evacuation.

Repetatur quam primum bolus necnon ene-

ma, ut heri.

Alvine evacuation fimilar to that of yefterday
—injection not given—vomiting of blood has
not recurred, and f{he is free of complaint.

Repetatur bolus, ut fupra praefcriptum.

Alvine evacuation refembling the laft, but in
{maller quantity—no recurrence of complaint.

Habeat pilulas ex aloe et colocynthide duo-
decim. Signantur, two every night.

Difmiffed cured.

I did
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Jan, 15th.  Stomachic {ymptoms and uneafinefs of abdo.
men continue—one very fcanty and coftive {tool
—the twelve pills taken.
Injiciatur quam primum enema purgans.
Repetantur Pilulm aloeticee, yt heri fu-
mendae.

—— 16th, A fcanty ftool after the injeftion; another
more abundant, and of more natural appear-
ance, fince morning—pain of epigaftrium and
ficknefs are relieved—vomiting has not recur-
red—tongue clean—pulfe calm—an indifferent
night,

Recipe—Tinéturz fennz compofitz drach-
mas feptem,
Tinfturz opii ammoniate draeh-
mam,
Sit hauftus, vefpere fumendus.

——17th.  Two ftools both fcanty, by account, of natu-
ral appearance—pain of epigaftrium and ficknefs
continue eafier—no vomiting—a good night.

Repetatur hauftus, ut heri.

Twe
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——— gtha

302 APPENDIX, No VIII

Jeax MDonaLp, Ztatis 28.

CompLAINS of pain, and fenfe of weight at
the epigaftric region, increafed on preflure, vo-
miting of ingefta, in an acid ftate, with fre-
quent eructations, headach, and vertigo, vague
pains in her limbs—ftrength is impaired—Ilofs
of flelh—appetite bad—pulfe 80—fkin cool—
tongue white and moift—thirfty—belly is habi-
tually coftive—catamenia have been fuppreffed a
twelvemonth, during which period fhe has been
more or lefs diftrefled with the above fymptoms
—has ufed no remedies.

No ftool fince admiffion.
Recipe—Extradi colocynthidis compofiti
drachmam et dimidiam,
Forma in pilulas viginti quatuor.
Sumat duas omni bihorio ufquedum refpon-
derit alvus. '

Three copious ftools, of a dark greenifh co-
lour, and fetid—fenfe of weight at {crobiculus
cordis
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cordis—headach and vertigo are confiderably
relieved. Sixteen pills taken.

Three copious, and in appearance, more na-
tural ftools, fince yefterday. Spontaneous vo-
miting, and acid eructations do not recur—in-
different appetite.

Vomiting occurred in the evening—gaftrody-
nia fince morning.
Recipe—Carbonatis magnefiae {crupulos duos,
Pulveris rhaei fcrupulum,
Sumantur ex aquae menthae piperitidis unciis
duabus.

Gaftrodynia gone—vomiting has not recur-
red, and in other refpelts is free of complaint—
tongue clean—pulfe calm—no ftool.

Sumat ftatim infufi fennae uncias tres, ex ins
fufi lini unciis fex.

Sera nofte enema purgans, fi opus fit.

A copious, confiftent, blackifh, and fetid
ftool, upon the exhibition of the injeftion—ge-
neral pain of abdomen—pulfe calm,

Pilulas

‘Fﬂb- lﬂth '

e 12th,
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Injiciatur quam primum enema anodynum,
cui addantur tinturae opii guttae otoginta.
Laft night, about the time he was firft feized,
the fpafmodic action became very violent. The
mulcles of his legs were much agitated, con-
trated, and the knees drawn up towards the
abdomen ; he was unable to {peak or move; the
injection, which was given about two hours be-
fore, was retained only a few minutes.
Recipe— Camphorae grana decem,
Sacchari drachmas duas,
Tere fimul intime, dein adde,
Mucilaginis mimofae niloticae
drachmam et dimidiam.
Aquae unciam.
Sit hauftus ftatim fumendus.

Since the exhibition of the draught, he has
been quiet, and flept fome ; the fpafmodic ac-
tion of the mufcles of the lower extremities has
recurred, but not fo feverely—complains ftill
of pain about the {crobiculus cordis—thirft ur-
gent—-diarrhoea continues—has pafled only a-
bout four ounces of urine, fince admiffion.

Continuetur hauftus camphorae.

Recipe






Aug. 30th.

e 315t.

308 APPENDIX, No. VIII.

Repetatur vinum,

Intermittatur hauftus cum camphora.

Injeétion given—was foon returned—he has

had very copious alvine evacuation—fluid, of a
dark-green colour, and of a high, and peculiar
fetor—pain of epigaftrium gone—two flight at-
tacks of fpafm of the lower extremities, laft
night—no other irregular mufcular action has
occurred—tongue clean and moift—pulfe feeble
—a peculiar fulnefs, and general tenfion of ab-
domen is perceived—wine has been relifhed,
and he has pafled a good night. ;
- Habeat pilulas aloeticas, duodecim; fumat
tres omni bihorio ; hifce fumptis, habeat enema
domefticum, ni prius exoneretur alvus. p

Repetantur vinum et hauftus.

Pills and injection given—feculent difcharge
lefs copious than yefterday, and lefs fetid; is of
a clay-colour, partly fluid, and partly fcybalous.
Fulnefs and tenfion of abdomen gone—a {light
return of {pafm of the lower extremities was
of fhort duration—furface inclines to b cold—

e i i pulfe
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Repetatur quam primum, pulvis jalapz com-
pofitus, et velpere, fi opus fit, accipiat enema
domelfticum.

Repetatur vinum,

Has pafled an indifferent night—has had
longer and more fevere attack of cramp in the
lower extremities—a coftive, green, and fetid

. ftool followed the injection, when previous un-

eafinels fubfided. He appears more languid,
but pulfe continues firmer, and furface warm—
tongue clean—appetite declines.

Habeat infufi {fennz uncias fex.

Unciam qam primum, omni hora repetendam.
Infufo fumpto, accipiat iterum enema domefti-
cum.

Repetatur vinum,

No return of {pafmodic affection—has ufed
more food—affetion of eyes gone, and looks
are improved—nhas had copious, and more na-
tural shan hitherto alvine evacuation, upon the
injetion being given, the infufion having been
previoufly taken—complains of gripes.

1 Recipe
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A young woman of a delicate conftitution,
but not liable to general bad health, was feized
with frequent violent and bound cough, un-
attended with pain of breaft, dyfpncea, quick-
nefs of pulfe, or heat of furface. In order
to mitigate the cough, the feverity of which ex-
cited much alarm, left rupture of veflels, and
haemoptyfis fhould enfue; blood-letting was
practtifed once and again, and a blifter was ap-
plied as often to the breaft ; while a low regi-
men was enjoined, and laudanum was given to
procure fleep, which the cough had altogether
banithed. Thefe means, fo likely to have pro-
cured relief, were of no avail.

The experience of the effect of fome purga-
tive medicines, which had been given in the
courfe of the ailment, proved that our patient
was either of a peculiarly conflipated habit,
or laboured under temporary conitipation. It
feemed therefore reafonable to another Gentle-
man who attended with me, as well as to my-
felf, to force the alvine evacuation by more

powerful
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powerful medicines, than we had as yet em-
ployed. We fucceeded, but not without diff1-
culty, in attaining the objet in view. The ap-
pearance and odour of the feces evinced their
morbid ftate ; while the quantity that was dif-
lodged proved that the feculent accumulation
had been great. And there was no doubt of
thefe circumftances having been the caufe of
the ailment, for the ceffation of the cough, and
the progrefs of convalefcence kept pace with
the gradual unloading of the bowels. Our pa-
tient was fo fatisfied of this, that fhe readily
agreed to follow out a regular courfe of purga-
tive medicines, in order to preferve her bowels

in a regular ftate of daily and full evacuation.

This patient four months afterwards, had ano-
ther attack of petoral fymptoms, different how-
ever from the former one. She now complained
of acute fixed pain acrofs the lower part of the
{ternum, aggravated by the gentleft bodily exer-
tion, and attended with great languor and feeble-
nefs, Her appetite was altogether gone—ihe
paffed {leeplefs nights—her countenance be-
tokened much diltrefs—her cheeks were al-

ternately
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ternately fluthed and pale. With thefe fym-
ptoms fhe had no cough, and when com-
pletely at reft, even in the recumbent pofture,
no dyfpncea.

On the firft attack, the pain was fo violent,
as to threaten inftant fuffocation, which appear-
ed to have been averted only by a prompt and
copious blooding. Bloodletting was afterwards
repeated, which, as well as bliftering, was of
no ufe ; the application of leeches feemed to mi-
tigate the pain ; and on account of it, low diet

was enjuined.

The other medical Gentleman in attendance,
and I, trufting to the account of our patient,
and to the appearance of one alvine evacuation,
were fatisfied that the belly was regular; and
we were the more readily fo, as our patient,
ever fince her former indifpofition, had been ac-

cuftomed to attend to this circumitance.

Difappointed in our expeftations of relief, we
now became ferioufly alarmed, dreading the ex-
iftence of vomica, with which we connected ap-

prehenfions
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prehenfions of impending phthifis. Thefe fears
were not altogether concealed from the friends
of the lady, who immediately afked the aflift-

ance of another medical Gentleman.

Our joint opinion now turned upon the pro-
bability, that the difeafe might depend upon
mervous Iirritation. Exercife in the open air,
a fuller diet, and a tonic powder and mixture,
were propofed. The patient’s inablility to bear
the flighteft motion, and her total want of appe-
tite, precluded compliance with the two firft
propofals; and the tonic medicines, taken with
great reluctance, were fcarcely in ufe, when a
copious, fluid, dark-coloured, and peculiarly fe-
tid ftool arrefted our attention. The previous
hiftory of this patient’s health, and the prefent
occurrence, indicated clearly our line of practice.
Much fetid feculent matter was brought off by
appropriate purgative medicines ; immediate
abatement of the pain took place, and complete
relief in all refpelts foon enfued. In eight or
ten days no ve-&ige of complaint remained.
The patient is now perfectly well,

JEAN
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Jean DoucaLp, ZEtat. 45.

Seven days ago, was attacked with pain of
abdomen, borborygmi, and the fenfe of a ball
moving up towards her throat, occafioning the
feeling of fuffocation, after which fhe became
infenfible, and continued in that ftate for fome
time; on recovering, fhe had frequent eruéta-
tions of flatus. Since that time, fhe has had
feveral fits of the fame kind. Pulfe about 70—
belly coftive—catamenia have ceafed.

Habeat bolum e jalapa cum mercurio.

One coftive ftool.
Repetatur bolus e jalapa cum mercurio.

One ftool, more fluid and natural—pain of
abdomen, eructations, and hyfteric fymptoms
have not recurred.

Repetatur bolus e jalapa cum mercurio.

Sumat indies folutionis afl feetide unciam
dimidiam, ad tertiam vicem,
Belly
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JEAN LAwRIE, Ztat. 17.

Is fubjeét to violent involuntary and irregular
motions of the trunk and extremities, which ge-
nerally laft from five to ten minutes, and fome-
times return feveral times fucceflively, without
any apparent caufe. Complains of fevere head-
ach during the intervals, and flying pains in her
loins, breaft, and extremities. Pulfe at prefent
104 and weak—face fluthed—ikin hot, alternat-
ing with a fenfe of cold—belly rather bound—
catamenia, which were fupprefled for upwards
of four months, returned about eight days ago.

Was feized yelterday, while walking, with
pains in the breaft and back, faintnefs and diffi-
culty of refpiration. Thefe continued for about
half an hour, and were fucceeded by a fit, as
above defcribed. Has been fubjeét to headach,
vertigo, and ftomach complaints, for about three
years.

Habeat quam primum bolum jalapa compo-
fitum, et poft horas quatuor, ni prius alvus de-

jiciatur, enema domefticum.
One



























