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OF THE HEAD AND NECK. 23

ther it be sympathetic, or dependent on absorp-
tion of a specific morbid poison. If it be clear-
ly ascertained to be a primary affection, then it
is necessary to investigate the origin, the pro-
gress, and the existing state of the tumour, to en-
able us to decide justly, as to the propriety of
allowing it to remain, or to determine on its im-
mediate extirpation.

It is not in primary affections alone, that the sur-
geon 1s sedulously to trace the progress of the dis-
ease; he is called on to be equally careful to make
himself' acquainted with the causes of secondary
tumours. But here it is to be remembered, that
the field is less extended ; if the primary disease be
simple, the secondary must be so also, and vice ver-
sa,where thelatter swelling isdependent onabsorp-
tion. Where, however, the primary tumour has
not proceeded to ulceration, we may hesitate
regarding the nature of the secondary; we may
suspect that it is merely sympathetic.

Facts connected with the history of tumours,ren-
der it probable that the lymphatic glands never do;
become specifically contaminated previous to the =
formation of an ulcer, or a fungus in the part
primarily affected ; but earlier than this we know
that they often swell from sympathetic connec-
tion with the morbid parts. This we sometimes
see exemplified in carcinoma of the breast, ac-
companied with enlargement of the axillary
glands. These tumours occasionally disappear
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OF THE HEAD AND NECK. 37

¢ ter, the tumour suddenly became greatly

increased in size—not only projecting farther
out, but extending laterally in every direc-
tion, except towards the trachea. The clavi-
cle appears to be forced away from the ster-
num, and pungent pain is occasioned by even
gentle pressure on either the tumour or right
side of the meck. But it is rather curious, that
he felt little pain during the sudden enlarge-
ment of the sac,—he had, at that time, rather
the sensation of something giving way or yield-
ing. The integuments covering the sac are
now slightly discoloured, and obscure pulsa-
tion can be discovered in the upper part of the
right side of the chest. The pulse in the right
arm is rather more distinct, yet it is less so than
in the opposite arm. He has no actual difficul-
ty in breathing, but he says that he is short-
winded, The rest which he procures, is obtain-
ed by the employment of the ext. of hyoscya-
mus, and his bowels are kept regular by the
daily use of stewed fruits.

¢ March 31st, The tumour has increased con-
siderably in size, and for several days past, his
voice has been gradually impaired, and is now
so much injured, that he can only converse in
a low under tone, hardly audible. The sternal
extremity of the clavicle seems partly absorb-
ed

¢ April 15th,—=The tumour has considerably


















Plate J. B #2,

&wr.“"-:_ﬂ}-ﬁ__.-‘fﬁ?.ﬁ |













LW p it I I B,

-~ o L Ol N R



































































































































































































































































OF THE HEAD AND NECK. 123

portion of cases, obliteration may take place,
but much oftener it will fail to be accomplished.

¢ When we consider that the arteries receive
their vessels from the surrounding cellular mem-
brane, it must be evident, that if we deprive it
of those vessels, it cannot undergo those changes
which depend on vascularity, viz. inflammation
and adhesion; and, consequently, the ligature
cannot produce those effects on which the suc-
cess of the operation depends, but the por-
tion of artery dying, bursting or sloughing hee-
morrhage takes place. If the ligature be ap-
plied on the centre of the detached portion of
the artery, when the artery gives way, the ha-
morrhage will proceed both from the upper and
the lower portions; but if it be applied on the
vessel at its connection with the surrounding
‘cellular membrane, either above or below, the
haemorrhage will then proceed from only one
part of the artery, which will be that which has
the detached portion of the artery for its extre-
mity. As the hamorrhage will supervene, as
soon as the smallest part of the artery has given
way, of course it will frequently return, and,
perhaps, even prove fatal, before the artery is
divided into two distinct portions; and hence
we almost always find the secondary haemorrhage
described as issuing from the artery immediate-
ly under the ligature *.”

* Scarpa, page 269,
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