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lopia, along with variable degrees of dilatation,
there is a dulness of expression in the eye, which
in some cases is very peculiar, but does not admit
of a mechanical description. The unusual wide-
ness of the pupils in hemerailopia, it is reasonable
to suppose, depends upon the diminished sensibili-
ty of the retina; and whether this lessened degree
of sensibility originates from the changed condi-
tion of the nervous energy, or from an alteration
in the supply of blood, or from the complication
of these two circumstances.

Although the power of vision may continue
tolerable in the daytime, yet, the nervous power
of the eyes would seem to be impaired or dimin-
ished: and in some cases, the whole nervous
energy of the system seems to be lessened or im-
paired in its operation. The patients often ap-
pear dull and stupid, and their feelings also, or
powers of sensation, seem to have undergone con-
siderable diminution.—It is very probable, then,
from all the circumstances of this affection, that
the sensibility of the retina is diminished. and
that the blood-vessels supplying the bottom of
the eyes (in some cases) are distended beyond
their natural allowance; but that this congestion
1s perhaps not generally accompanied with the
circumstances of active inflammation.

In what state the lens is, in this affection of
vision, is not determined ; or whether it suffers
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any alteration in its powers, or deviation from its
healthy condition. As already observed, the oc-
casional unusual dilatation of the pupils would
indicate that the retina are not impressed in the
customary manner with the rays of light. This
circumstance, in the Author’s opinion, confirms,
or at least strengthens the notion, that although
the persons affected with this ailment may not
specify that their power of vision is impaired in
the daytime, yet this would seem a probable con
clusion: but it is commonly in the evening or
twilight that their attention is especially drawn
to their condition.

The theory of this disease is hitherto extremely
lame and inecomplete; but upon the whole, from
personal observation, it is considered advisable,
that sufficient attention should be conferred upon
the general state of the constitution ; and without
this, there is the less probability of removing the
ophthalmic indisposition. In the Author’s ob-
servation of the diseases of the warmer climates,
this complaint has, from a careful examination of
all the phznomena, been considered, as in most
instances, symptomatic. In conclusion of this
part of the subject, it may be remarked, that as
this affection is so little known, and as it will in
some measure be illustrated by the few cases
subjoined, it therefore seems unnecessary to en-
large this part of the disquisition.
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In those instances, however, complicated with
considerable weakness or exhaustion, this must
be prudently conducted. For if the patient is
suddenly or violently purged, his debility may
be speedily increased, and that to a degree im-
plying danger, which in these situations is often
one of the most unmanageable circumstances.
The stomach and bowels should therefore be cau-
tiously and moderately excited, and the effects of
the medicines exhibited, be kept under careful
inspection.

If it is considered necessary to induce vomit-
ing, which may be occasionally advisable, it should
be effected in the mildest manner, especially when
the case is attended with much debility. In some
instances of this kind, the antimonial preparations
should not be administered, as they may induce,
by their violent and difficultly calculable opera-
tion, unpleasant consequences. The milder sub-
stances capable of producing vomiting should
therefore in general be preferred. In cases where
the stomach is known to be loaded, its simple
evacuation should first be tried, and this is to be
performed by those articles which are known to
be commonly moderate in their operation. The
Infusum Anthemidis Nobilis may in some cases
answer the purpose; or what the Author has
found in different instances to be a convenient
emetic, is a compound of the Ipecacuanha and
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the Sulphas Zinci purificatus. Two or three
parts of the former to one of the latter, (or from
ten to fifteen, &c. grains of the first, and from five
grains to ten or more of the last,) have been ob-
served to operate speedily and effectually, and at
same time not to distress the patient so much as
the Tartras Antimonii.

In these cases mustard whey, if it could be ob-
tained, would be an useful article in assisting to
wash off the contents of the stomach. It may be
remarked, also, that this would form a very good
drink to those labouring under this complaint.
But in the situations where this affection more
commonly occurs, it will be seldom obtainable.

It is proper to observe, however, that if the ab-
~ domen is distended, that laxative or purgative
medicines should be previously administered :
and for this purpose the Potassa Tartras will be
found beneficial. It may be given with the In-
fusum Cassize Sennz; or it may be conjoined
with some of the Pulvis Rhei and a little of any
of the aromatic powders, which mode of exhibit-
ing it seems to aid the general design. The com-
bination is rather unpleasant, but readily managed
by any person of common resolution. The Pi-
lulee Aloés Compositze, or the Pilule Stalagmitidis
Cambogioidis Composita, in small doses, have a
free effect, but if the dose is large, the latter com-
position is apt to induce nausea or sickness at sto-
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