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22 ON REMAINS OF THE REIN-DEER IN SCOTLAND.

of Caithness is of muech interest; and it is curious to notice, as eon-
trasted with those found deep in the interior of the round towers at Cill-
trilla and Keiss, that the horns were in this instance found in what was
apparently the newest parts of the structure, the mere out-buildings of
the broch, and may therefore belong to a somewhat less remote period
than those found in the other localities.

The discovery of rein-deer remains, associated with those of the red
deer and other animals, and beside the dwellings of men in Caithness,
is also of particular interest, as affording corroborative evidence of the pre-
vious existence of rein-deer in Caithness; and therefore the probability, at
least, of the truth of the statements brought forward in Dr Hibbert’s paper
“ On the Question of the Existence of the Rein-Deer during the Twelfth
Century in Caithness,” to which I must again refer. In this communica-
tion Dr Hibbert quotes the following sentence from Torfeeus to show that
the Jarls of Orkney, in the twelfth century, were in the habit of crossing
the Pentland Firth to chase the roe deer and the rein-deer in the wilds of
Caithness :—* Consueverant Comites in Catenesiam, indeque ad montana
ad venatum caprearum rangiferorumque quotannis profiscisi.”—(Rerum
Orcadensium Historiee, lib. 1. cap. xxvi) The same passage was pre-
viously quoted by the Rev. John Fleming, D.D., in his ¢“British Animals,”
published in Edinburgh in 1828, and he remarks, “it would lead to
the belief that rein-deer once dwelt in the mountains of Caithness,
were it not extremely probable that red deer were intended. Several
attempts have been made by the Duke of Athol and others fo introduce
the rein-deer into the country, but these have hitherto failed” (p. 27).
Dr Hibbert, like Dr Fleming, was at first inclined to think that Torfaeus
had made a mistake here, and that he should have stated the roe deer and
the red deer, instead of the roé¢ and the rein-deer. Torfeeus wrote at the
close of the seventeenth century ; but a learned Icelander, Jonas Joneus,
by whom an abstract and Latin translation have been subsequently pub-
lished (Hafniz, 1780), has explained the manuseript sources from which
Torfeus derived his acecount, and has shown that the animals hunted by the
Jarls were in reality not the roe deer, but the red deer and the rein-deer
living at the same time in that district of Seotland. Dr Hibbert quotes the
passage as follows :—¢That var sithr Jarla neer hvert sumar at fara yfer
4 Katanes oc thar upp 4 merkr at veida rauddfri edr hreina;” which






24 ON REMAINS OF THE REIN-DEER IN SCOTLAND.

The following notes include all the other instances of remains of the
rein-deer found throughout Scotland, as far as T am aware ; which, how-
ever, are as yet but comparatively few in number.

LintiracowsaIRE,—Craigion.—The earliest instance I am aware of,
is that recorded by Pennant in his * History of Quadrupeds,” 4to, vol.
i. p. 100, 1781. In his account of the rein-deer, Mr Pennant says,
“ My worthy friend, the late Dr Ramsay, Professor of Natural History
in Edinburgh, assured me that the horns of this species were found fossil
in 1775, in a marl pit, five feet below the surface, near Craigton, in the
shire of Linlithgow.” 1

Lawargsaire.— Clyde.—In 1833, when operations were in progress in
the alluvium of the Clyde, for improving the navigation of the river, a
cranium of the large ancient ox, the Bos primigenius, and some imperfect
fragments of deer horns, were found in beds of finely laminated sand, on the
north bank of the river, below the junction of the Kelvin. These bones
were preserved through Mr James Smith of Jordanhill, and were deposited
in the Museum of the Andersonian University, Glasgow. The deer horns
were afterwards examined and deseribed by Dr John Scouler of Glasgow ;
they were smooth, and somewhat compressed, and one of them was a
distinetive brow antler of the rein-deer ; it was flat and smooth, measured
10 inches in length by 3 inches in breadth, and terminated in three
distinct digitations, corresponding precisely to that of a recent rein-deer
in the Andersonian Museum. An account of them was read by him
before the Natural History Society of Glasgow, 2d December 1851, and
afterwards published in the ¢ Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal™ for
1852, in a communication entitled, * On the Oeccurrence of the Remains
of the Rein-Deer in Seotland.” Dr Scouler quotes a Danish authority
to show that in Denmark the remains of the rein-deer and Bos urus (or
primigenius) arve found associated with flint arrow heads, stone hatchets,
charcoal, and other relics of man, but no such direct evidence (he says)
is to be obtained in the present case. It is, however, certain that re-
mains of human art of equal, if not greater, antiquity are to be found in
the same alluvial deposits of the Clyde as that in which the horns of
the rein-deer were found ; and Dr Scouler then refers to the various

I Undersiigelser i Geologisk— Antiquarisk Retning af Forchhammer, ~ Steinstruap
og Worsam. Kopenhagen. 1851,
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Seulptured Stone found near Gran-

town, Inverness-shire.

Mr Dawkins, however, rather curi-
ously translates capreee as goats, and
thus makes Torfeus state that the
animals hunted by the Orkney Jarls

were goats and rein-deer, instead of

roe deer and rein-deer.

Mr Dawkins refers to the fact of
the rein-deer being mentioned along
with the red deer, and says, “ At
the present day they oceupy different
zoological provinces, so that the fact

of their" association in Caithness

would show that in the twelfth cen-
tury the red deer had already appro-
priated the pastures of the rein-deer,
which could not retreat farther north
on account of the sea. Hence the
association of these animals in the
same area proves that the latter was
verging towards extinction.”

We have on the ¢ Sculptured
Stones of Scotland” representations
of various animals, which deserve
more attention, perhaps, than natu-
ralists have as yet given to them;
and on some of them we have hunt-
ing scenes, and representations of
deer. There is one of this class of
stones now preserved in our Museum,
to which I may just allude. The
stone, a block of fine grained com-
pact grey quartzose sandstone,
measures about 3 feet 8 inches in
length, by 10 or 11 inches across
the seulptured face, and ‘about 8 or

9 inches in thickness ; it was acci-





















