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4 Notes on the Mediwval Leper Hospitals of Ireland.

they had had to elect as their master, until countermanded by
Pope Innocent IV, They separated from the Knights Hospitallers
about the twelfth century.,

In the middle ages leper hospitals were common everywhere. In
1226 there were 2,000 of them in France, limited as its territorial
extent then was, while in England they were numerous and
wealthy. They were receptacles for infected persons—not medical
institutions, because the disease was considered ineurable—and
were mostly religious establishments, under the sway of some
neighbouring abbey. By papal order they all had chapels and
ecclesiastics. Thus, in the leper hospital of St. Giles, at Norwich,
there were a prior, eight canons regular, two clerks, seven choristers,
and two sisters, to minister to the wants of eight bed-ridden lepers.
At Illeford, in Essex, they had very hard religious duties, no end
of prayers oecupyving them from early morn till near midnight ; and
at St. Julian’s, at Saint Alban's, Abbot Michael made some very
significant rules ** de accessu mulierum.” From the extant laws of
Sherburne Hospital it seems that refractory lepers were occasionally
chastised with the birch, * modo scholarium.” The lepers had
abundant and good diet and clothing ; and, from some extracts from
MS. diet rolls and clothing lists of the lazar houses, it would seem
that not only were all their wants provided for, but that sanitary
rules of the best kind prevailed among them. They were often
regarded as objects of compassion, and yet were often persecuted.
Thus kings and queens used to visit them, wash, and sometimes
kiss them, to exhibit pious humility; while, on the other hand,
Philip V. and Charles VL of France enrolled themselves among
scoundrels of the first water by burning these poor wretches alive,
to grasp their hospital endowments. Sir James Simpson proves that
this disease existed in Europe before the Crusades, and was not
brought to England by the returning warriors, as is generally sup-
posed, sinee leper houses existed in various places long before the
occurrence of the first crusade of Peter the Hermit. The largest
leper hospital in England was at Sherburne, near Durham, and was
built by Bishop Pudsey in 1181. In the sixteenth century, when
this disease had nearly disappeared, secondary cases of the then+new
disease—syphilis—were largely admitted to the leper hospitals,
which at that period were almost empty. In Scotland the ;EP_'EH
used a rattle to warn persons of their approach, and some similar
usage prevailed in Italy. By English law they were ul'assedﬁ as
idiots, or insane, were counted dead, and could not inherit. The






6 Notes on the Mediaval Leper Hospitals of Ireland.

viously been established at Waterford, was confirmed to the poor
through the Benedictines; and in 1192, another was erected at
Kilbrixy, County Westmeath, and dedicated to St. Bridget. In
1_:'544, the Hospital of St. Stephen was erceted in Dublin on the
site at present occupied by Mercer's Hospital, where the cemetery
still exists. The present St. Stephen’s Church, in Upper Mount-
street, is the successor of the parish church of St. Stephen, which
in turn was the successor of the hospital and hospital church, sup-
pressed at the general dissolution of religious houses in the reign
of Henry VIII.

There were beyond doubt many more leper houses in Dublin;
but, strange to say, all records of them seem to have perished,
while preserved in other places of lesser note. One stood on the
rising ground north of Townsend-street, formerly called Lazar's
Hill; and in this locality, tradition says, many miraculous cures of
lepers were performed.

This hospital seems to have been the same as * The Steyne
Hospital, founded by Archbishop de Loundres, about the year
1220, in the district of Le Steyne, or the Stane, otherwise called
Lazar's Hill, or Lazie Hill, about where Townsend-street is
now."—(History of Mercer's Hospital, by Horatio Townsend, Esq.
Dublin: G. Herbert, 1860.)

According to the Rev. Dr. Reeves, who gives it on the authority
of the Repertorium viride, a statement of the Dublin churches,
written by Archbishop Alan, in 1523, St. Stephen’s was a leper
hospital; and Dr. Reeves further remarks that the church of Bally-
loucher, or Ballylower, near Kilgobban, was a dependency of St.
Stephen’s hospital—(Calend. Cancell. p. 157, n. 69); and that the
Irish word Ballylower signifies Leperstown, which has been cor-
rupted into Leopardstown. This statement as to St. Stephen‘a
hospital is corroborated by the following, extracted by Whitelaw
(Hist. of Dublin, Vol. i., p. 391), and supposed to be dated about
1360 or 1370:— | Y

« A gift from Ellena Multon to God and the Blessed Virgin,
and St. Stephen, the proto-martyr, and to the poor lepers of the
eity of Dublin, resident therein, of two acres of ground whereon
stood the chapel of St. Stephen, near Dublin, with a smn].l+meudnw
called Mary's, to the east of the said chapel, to hold in perpe-
tual charity for the support of the said poor for ever.”

In the year 1408, reign of Henry IV, there was a leper house
near Wexford, for Archdall says (p. 759):—* King Henry 1V., on













10 Notes on the Mediwval Leper Hospitals of Ireland.

an hospital, built for the support of lepers, and hence it acquired
the appellation of the Leper House of St. Brigid.”

In the County of Down there were formerly leper houses at
Downpatrick and at Kilelief. Of the former Archdall says (p. 118)
this hospital was dedicated to St. Nicholas, and, with the hospital
of St. Peter at Kilclief, was, on the 20th April, 1413, granted in
custodium to John Young, John Molyn, and Walter Celey, with
all their lands, tenements and appurtenances, being then in the
King’s hands for certain causes; to hold the same as long as they
should continue in his Majesty's possession.

There was formerly a ““ Leper's Old Hospital of St. Stephen’s”
in Cork. It was governed by a prior; and later (temp. Rie. IL.,
and Hen. IV.) by a guardian appointed by the King. It gave
place to the parish church of St. Stephen, to which was attached,
as an endowment, the landed property of the leper hospital. This
parish, with some others, was ultimately incorporated into the
union, now known as St. Nicholas's, while Baron Worth’s Blue Coat
Hospital was built on the site of the church. It is still known as
St. Stephen’s Hospital.—Caulfield's Sigilla Ecclesie Hibernice
Lllustrata, pp. 28, 29.

There is much information about the original lands of this
hospital, and of those subsequently given to it by Baron Worth,
in Smith’s History of the County and City of Cork, Vol. i. (2nd ed.
1774), pp. 383, &e. The processes of spoliation and family jobbery
are splendidly exemplified by the present condition of this insti-
tution, which, thanks to the good old system of trustees for corpo-
rate property giving perpetual leases at nominal rents to their own
friends, enjoys at present only a small part of the revenues which
Baron Worth left to it in addition to the leper hospital property.

For the preceding information as regards Cork I am indebted to
my learned friend Richard Caulfield, Esq., LL.D., F.S.A., the
well-known antiquary, who has also supplied me with further notes
respecting leper houses in his native city and county. In a 1!at,ter
to me he says:—* I have just alighted on an abstract of the will of
John de Wynchedon, citizen of Cork, executed the Octave of the
Apostles Peter and Paul, 1306. This is probably one of the oldest
Anglo-Irish wills extant. It is amongst the Roche MSS. in the
BriE,ish Museum. He orders his body to be buried with the Friars
of the order of the blessed Augustine of Cork [now called the Red
Abbey]. He leaves 200lbs. of wax to be put on the linen to cover
his body ; [amongst his bequests] ‘ to the lepers of St. Stephen’s, of
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Further researches will probably largely increase this list: and
gain information as to the property and discipline of these institu-
tions. Perhaps I should add to it that * In the Annals of Kilronan,
and of the Four Masters, under the date A.D. 1232, we find recorded
the death of ‘Fachtna O'Halghaith,’ Comharb [Vicar] of Drom
Muchada, Drumacoo, and official of Ni Fiachrath [the Diocese of
Kilmacduagh], a man who kept a house [of entertainment] for
strangers, lepers, and for learning and instruction.” This is
one of the earliest accounts by a contemporaneous writer of an
Irish Hospital in Christian times."—( Wilde, Report on Tables of
Deaths, page 24.) 'The late eminent Dr. O’Donovan stated that a
branch of this * O'Halghath” were also hereditary physicians, and a
fragment of a MS. which once belonged to them is still in
existence. The name is now Anglicised “ O'Halley.” The cele-
brated astronomer, Edmund Halley (ob. 1742), was of this family,
as also was the learned Dr. Darbey Halley, Roman Catholic P.P.
of Dungarvan, Ardfinan, county Tipperary, who died in 1628.

Long prior to the introduction of Christianity into Ireland,
when the regal palaces of Tara and Emania existed, there was
attached to the latter *the House of the Crimson Branch,”
where the warriors of old hung up their arms and trophies, and
near to this stood the Broin Bearg (or ** House of Sorrow™) where
the diseased and wounded were cared for.—( Wilde's Report on the
Status of Isease, Census, 1851, page 89.) From the twelfth
century to the Reformation, the care of the sick, poor and needy
was confided to the monastic orders, who seem to have done their
work well, according to the ideas and knowledge of their own times.
In Dublin we had general hospitals belonging to the Priory of St.
John the Baptist, in Thomas-street, with 50 beds, the Steyne, already
noticed, Allen's Hospital, the Priory of Kilmainham, and probably
others. DBut all these were suppressed at the time of the Reforma-
tion; their revenues were given to greedy courtiers, and their
records perished. The clumsy, tax-imposing legisl?.tiun of our own
day is vainly endeavouring to make good to our sick and our poor
what the unscrupulous plunderers of a past age selfishly deprived
them of 1In the sister country St. Bartholomew’s and $t.
Thomas's Hospitals, and a few others, are the only remnants of’ t_hn,t
true charity for our poor and sick brethren, which the original
donors never intended to be used for the foundation of a set of
selfish nobles.










