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NOTES by the Griscow UNIVERSITY Court, to
be communicated to the SENATUS ACADEMICUS,
in terms of the Aect of Parliament, and also to
the GeNErAL Couxcin of the UNIVERSITY of
GrAsGow, for consideration, at their Meeting on
28th October next,

OX A

MEMORIAL of the Lorp Provost, MAGISTRATES,
and CouxoiL of the City of GLAsgow, adopted at a
Meeting of Council, held on 3d September last, and
a Memorial signed by 200 Merchants and Inhabitants
of the City, presented in May last.

Tae complaint made in these Memorials, of which copies are
annexed, is, that in consequence, at least in part, of the Winter Appendix No. 1,
Session having been shortened in this University, or rather of
the summer wvacation having been lengthened, since the be-
ginning of the present century, the number of students in Arts
who attend this University, belonging to families resident in the
City of Glasgow, has been injuriously affected. If is unnecessary
to repeat the statement of figures, by which the statistical fact
thus averred is alleged to be proved, or to recapitulate the reason-
ing, by which the evil is traced to the alteration on the length of
the vacation, and by which a return to the former practice is sup-
ported. The Court is disposed, on the personal knowledge and
experience of several of its own members, to admit, although with
much regret, that the number of students, contributed by the City
of Glasgow, is not only greatly below what it ought to be, but does
not keep pace with the inereasing population, and wealth of the
City. How far this falling off is due, in any great degree, to the
alteration in the length of the sessional attendance at the Univer-
sity, is more difficult of proof. But the Court have, on more than
one occasion, placed their opinion on record, in reference tothe general
interests of the University, that the present length of the summer







no compulsitor to application. No doubt a few voluntary prize
essays are prescribed by the Professors, to be written during the
vacation, but these are not taken into aceount, in qualifying for
a degree, and are not of practical use, to any large number of the
Students. The period, although most beneficially employed by
some in private study, and mental culture, is alleged to he too
often spent by others in uninterrupted relaxation, if not idleness.
The result, in such cases, is not confined to the mere waste of time,
but interferes with the acquisition of those habits of application,
which form the most valuable reward of continuous academical
training. It is stated, as a consequence of this, that in many
instances, parents, who are able to afford the expense, are in-
clined to look elsewhere for the education of their sons, at that
particular age, while those who cannot afford it are tempted,
perhaps after having had their sons for a session or two at College,
to forego the advantage of further attendance, and to place them
at once in a course of training for business. At all events, there
seems no reason to doubf, that, from Glasgow at least, a constantly
increasing number of the sons of the wealthier classes, has been
sent to proprietary and Collegiate Schools in England, where
tuition is extended over nine months of the year.

(2) Against any alteration, it is maintained, that, as regards both
Professors and Students, the powers of attention are sufficiently
strained by a six months’ course,—that towards the end of such a
course, symptoms of exhaustion very generally shew themselves,—
and that no gain would result from prolonging the Session. Tt is
alleged, that the length of the summer vacation is an inducement,
to men of much learning and eminence, to seek the Chairs of the
Scottish Universities, whereby a higher class of Candidates is
secured on any vacancy,—that besides, whatever may be the effect
on some students, the suspension of active teaching for six
months continuously, enables the Professor to keep up better
with the progress of his subject, and to enrich his Lectures, as
well as improve his system of instruction,—nay more, that every
student, who is at all desirous of improving himself, can employ
his summer vacation more beneficially in private reading, in con-
nection with the Lectures he hears during the winter session, than
he could do, by attending a prolonged course of Lectures,—and
that the independence of mind, and enlarged habits of thinking,
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questionable, whether it would promote a thorough College Educa-
tion, to allow the period of instruction in Classics, Philosophy, and
Science, required for Graduation in Arts, to be condensed, at the
will of the Student, irrespective of any entrance examination, into
three, in place of four years. The mind of a youth from 14 to 17
or 18 years of age is only maturing, and it would be, at least in
many cases, inexpedient to attempt to crowd so much into so
short a period.

TLastly, it appears to the Court to be also questionable, whether,
if so much as eight months in the year is to be spent at the Uni-
versity, that period should be broken up into two sessions, of five
months, and three months, with an interval between them of one
month. Admitting that there are strong arguments in favour of
short sessions, it would certainly inconvenience a large number of
Students, now in the habit of attending the University, to spread
the period of public tuition, over so many as nine months in the
year.

With reference now to the merits of the proposal, contained in
the Memorial of the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Town Couneil
of Glasgow, the Court have endeavoured, as far as in their power,
to make themselves acquainted with the various interests which its
adoption would affect, and have given much consideration to its
practicability and working. While they feel disposed to view it
favorably, they are not of opinion, that it is the only, or even,
perhaps, the best remedy within their reach, and they are glad,
therefore, that the amended constitution of the Scottish Univer-
sities renders it necessary, that all such matters should be discussed
with the Senatus Academicus, and submitted for the consideration
of the General Council, and, that any resolution come to, should
have the sanction of the Chancellor of the University. It is with
the view then of communicating with the Senatus, and of eliciting
the opinion of the Council, on the merits of the different plans
which might be adopted, that these Notes have been prepared.

The views of the Court may be shortly explained.

I. The proposed lengthening of the winter session.

The Court recognise the advantages, which an extension of the
length of the winter session possesses over every other plan, as
being a return to the former practice of the University. They are
likewise of opinion, that such an extension would be found to
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ance by the Student, for not less than twenty-eight weeks of that
time, should be necessary, to entitle him to count it as a qualifica-
tion for his degree, or for other academical promotion.

It may be, that the other Universities of Scotland are, in some
respects, differently situated from Glasgow. In particular, the
same time for commencing and ending the winter session might
not suit all. InGlasgow,the most convenient session would probably
be found to be from the 1st October to the 1st June. But there
seems to be no objection to different periods of commencement
being fixed by different Universities, provided they all agree, that
the length of the session, and the rules of attendance in each,
shall be the same.

This uniformity of practice iz obviously desirable, otherwise
the Students might be influenced, in choosing their place of study,
by considerations of a character that ought not to be allowed to
prevail.

In reference to this part of the subject, it is material to keep in
view, that, in case the Court were to call upon the Professors,
belonging to the Faculty of Arts, to lengthen their session from
six, to eight months, (being one third,) such of them as were ap-
pointed since the curtailment of the session, might consider them-
selves entitled to higher fees. This is a point, on which the Court
do not wish, prematurely, and without hearing the Professors, to
express an opinion, but it would ultimately belong to the Court,
in terms of the Act, to decide it.

One very important point, in connection with the prolongation of
the session, remains for consideration.—What would be the best
means of securing the benefits, that ought to result from enlarging
the period of study in the different Arts classes? The Court do
not mean, in noticing this part of the subject, to enter into detail.
It would necessarily be left to each Professor, to adopt the means
he might think best, for utilizing the additional time, which he
wonld thus be enabled to devote to the instruction of his class.
But the Court think it right, in order that the expediency of the
propoged change may be fairly judged of, to notice one considera-
tion, which ought to be allowed weight, in decidin g the question.

The regular public examination by the Professor, either daily
or at short intervals, of the Students attending the classes in (lassics,
Phil'i‘*-‘“l'h.'r's and Seience, on the subjecte lectured on or tanght, is
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Winter Session, as matured and practised in this University. On
the contrary, the scheme is meant to be subordinated to, and used
only as an auxiliary of, the existing mode of University instruction
in Scotland.

The object of the Memorialists is to fill up, by means of author-
ized private instruction, and stated hours of study in the University,
some part of the summer vacation between May and November. The
parties, who have now expressed themselves anxious forsome such
change, can well afford to contribute towards the extra expense it
may occasion. At the same time it is thought that any plan, to be
adopted for these ends, might be so contrived, as not to affect
injuriously, the interests of those who, by reason of its costliness,
might find themselves excluded from its benefits.

The necessity for increasing the staff of University instructors,
in connection with many of the chairs of our Scottish Universities,
was ably argued in the Report on the Tutorial System, submitted
to the General Council of this University, on the 80th October, 1861.
But the question was then viewed chiefly in relation to the greater
teaching power required during the Winter Session, in aid of the
Professor. With that object, the Royal Commissioners have since
made provision for the appointment of assistants, by several of the
Professors, and this now forms an important feature of our im-
proved University System.

But the applicability and value of tutorial instruction, to be
given in the University, during a part of the long summer vaca-
tion, as an auxiliary to the instruction of the winter session,
has not yet received the attention which it appears to the Court
to deserve.

The Court, therefore, are anxious to give this plan the fullest
consideration, and, with the view of doing so, they invite the
Senatus Academicus, and the General Council, to express their
opinion upon it.

The general features of the plan may be thus shortly indicated.
It wonld, at least for the present, apply only to Students in Arts.
It wonld be optional with every such Student, either to prosecute
his studies at home, as at present, or to enrol himself in one or
more of the classes to be formed, for reading and private instruc-
tion, and for promoting chamber study, under Tutors appointed by
this Court, on the recommendation of the Senatus Academicus,
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Court, by the General Council of the Univereity, and also through a
Memorial, signed by many most respectable inhabitants, which was placed
before the Court some months ago. They are also aware that, during the
summer of the present year, the opportunity of tuition, by the assistants
of certain of the Professors, has been afforded; and your Memoralists
cannot but commend this arrangement, as evincing a desire, on the part
of the Professors, to meet the wishes and necessities of the Public. They
believe, however, that advantage has not been very extensively taken of
these classes ; and it is probable this may continue to be the case, so long
as such summer classes form no part of the regular University course.
That, as your Memorialists cannot but look on the present arrangements,
as insufficient to meet the wants of the Public, and as diminishing the
usefulness of the University, they earnestly recommend to your honour-
able Court, to whom the regulation of the system and periods of study
has been committed by Act of Parliament, to take the matter into early
consideration, and, in default of some wider scheme, involving a separate
summer session, as suggested by the General Council, to make such pro-
vision for extending the period of tuition, particularly in the Arts classes,
as ‘would include at least eight months in each year, exclusive of all
holidays, thus leaving still four months, for relaxation to Professors and
Students. In the meantime, and failing the adoption of what may appear
to be preferable, your Memorialists would respectfully urge the propriety
of refurning to the custom, prevalent af the commencement of the century,
of making the winter session to commence on the 10th of October, and be
carried on continuously to at least the first day of the following June.

Tae MeMor1AL of the undersigned MercrANTS and INWABITANTS

of the Ciry of Grasecow, to the Mewmpers of the
Usrtversiry Courr.

Sheweth,—That the Memorialists deeply regret that the existing
arrangements, in the popular classes of Humanity, Greek, Logic, Mathe-
maties, &c., of the ancient University of Glasgow, do not admit of the
gons of our citizens being educated in a snitable and satisfactory manner,
and that in consequence, it has for many years past, been usual to send
youths from home at a tender age, to obtain, in England or elsewhere,
that liberal education which, under better arrangements, might have been
@btained for them in their native city.

That the present long vacation, of six or seven consecutive months, is
a great disadvantage to the University students, who, during this large

portion of the year, are deprived of the instruction so essential at their
age,







17

stage of our proceedings, and we made careful enquires regarding it. In
answer to these enquiries, the most opposite views were expressed to us,
and we found that, even admitting it to be desirable, that opportunities of
instruction in the Faculty of Arts, should be afforded to Students during
the summer months, any arrangement, prolonging the necessary attend-
ance of the Students at the University, over a much larger portion of the
year than is now required, was surrounded with very serious difficulties.
The objection, with which we were most strongly impressed, lay in the
difficulty which, it was said, a departure from the present system, would
throw in the way of poor Students, in completing their studies at the
University. It is undoubted, that a very large number of the Students
in the Scotch Universities are in exceedingly poor circumstances, Many
of them engage during the summer in teaching and other employments,
in order to gain the means of supporting themselves at the University,
during the winter ;—and, even with the Winter Session at its present
length, the Professors receive, in the last few weeks of its course, frequent
applications from Students, to dispense with their longer attendance for
the session, on account of their scanty funds being already exhausted.
We were told by many persons, having the best opportunities of forming
an opinion, that the institution of a compulsory Summer Session, would
have the effect of depriving many deserving young men altogether, of the
advantages of a University education.

The subject was again brought under our notice, shortly before the
expiration of our powers, by a Minute of the University Court of the
University of Glasgow, of 5th November, 1862, transmitting to us, along
- with certain resolutions of the Court, a carefully considered and elaborate
Report, prepared by a Committee of the General Council of the Univer-
gity. That Report recommended the shortening of the Winter Session to
five months, beginning with the second Tuesday of October, and the
institution of a Summer Session of three months, beginning with the
second Tuesday of April; and it embodied a scheme, for the completion
of a course of Study for a degree, in three Winter, and three Summer
Sessions. It contained also, much valuable information, and many im-
portant suggestions, worthy of serious and careful consideration.

At the same fime, after giving to the Report the attention which it well
deserved, we were not induced to alter the opinion, at which we had pre-
viously arrived, that it would not be desirable to require, of all eandidates
for a degree, attendance during a much longer period of the year than at
present.  Allowing the system pursued in the English Universities—
under which, mainly by the occurence of more frequent vacations, the
period of etudy at the University, is made to extend over a larger portion
of the year—to be preferable in theory, to the usage of the Scotch Uni-
versities, it must yet be borne in mind, that the English system is
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