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PATHOLOGY AND ETIOLOGY [PART 1.

Neuralgia cervico-brachialis ; in a lady, =t. 71. Mother
."?n'a:ﬁ;'f'{’.f."l‘f;"ﬂ.i'.ﬂ-' r'J.w'.!"{.*j.-'in,-"F:.r'ﬂ.' Sacial tic ; uncle was paralysed ;
patient herself eccentric to the verge of insanity.

Bilateral sciatica of great severity ; in a gentleman, ®t. 73.
Gout, paralysis, and newralgia, have been frequent in the
Janmily.

Cardiac neuralgia; in a man, @t 24. Father epileptic and
a drinker ; grandfather died of softening of brain, @f. 38.

“ Cerebral’ neuralgia; in a single lady, wt. 38. Mother
has been insane ; first cousin epileplic.

Lumbo-abdominal neuralgia; in a gentleman, =t. 52.
Father a drinker ; mother insane ; maternal grandfather
phthisical.

Severe neurotic angina pectoris; in a gentleman, ®t. 5o.
Almost every one of the graver newroses among patient's
near relations.

Migraine and cervico-occipital neuralgia; in a young lady,
@t. 25, Immediate causes, brain-work, and influence of
cold weather. Father and brother both epileptic ; father's
Jamily much affected with neurotic diseases.

Seiatica; highly nervous temperament. Fatker died insane
Jrom drink ; and probably other members of the family
also nearly or quite insane,

Auriculo-temporal neuralgia; in a married lady, =t. 28.
Father's family markedly phihisical and newralgic.

Intercostal mneuralgia; in a girl (phthisical), @t. 24.
Mother and two uncles phthisical ; maternal grandfather
epileptic and a drinker.

Facial neuralgia (third branch’ trigeminal); in a gentle-
man, ®t. 54, a great whisky drinker. Drinking here-
ditary jfor three generations ; father died insane; grand-
Sather emieptic ; sister phthsical ; two brothers very
‘ eccentric,

Migraine, severe ; in a lady, ®t. 33. Grief was the imme-
diate cause. Mother hemiplegic af qand year; first
cousin insane ; lwo aunts (maternal) epileptic.

Extremely severe sciatica and cervico-brachial neuralgia
of the left side, with singular imflammatory eon-

.
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sequences ; in a lady, wt. 52. A family history re-
markably free from neurotic diseases and from phthisis.
The neuralgia was probably caused partly by excessive
plyalism, partly by over brain-work.

Migraine ; in a young lady, @t. 16 ; very profuse men-
struation, which had lasted for two years. Family
history very free both from phihisis and neuroses.

Frontal and nasal neuralgia; in a man. Repeated
attacks of localised facial erysipelas; drinking habits
for some years; fatal acute insanity in middle age,
Father iunsane, commilted suicide; mother sulbject of
violent emlepteform tie.

Angina pectoris (neurotic); spasmodic asthma 20 years;
facial neuralgia and erysipelas; in a gentleman,
@t. 50.  Family medical hislory scanty and imperfect ;
but, as far as it goes, entively without evidence of either
phthisis or newroses,

Neuralgia of testis, immediately caused by local irrita-
twn. Father died of phikisis ; palernal uncle epileptic
and insane.

Ovarian neuralgia; in a girl, =t. 26, hable to oceasional
migraine, Mother has suffered sciatica ; brother died
of phthisis. ;

Gastralgia; in a man, ®t. 27 ; highly intellectual and
nervous, Family history very free from neuwroses; but
some evidence of phitkisis, in two previous generalions, on
mother's side.

Sciatica ; in a lady, ®=t. 60; second attack. Awncestors,
on both sides, for some generations, clever, and in several
instances decidedly eccentric, if not insane ; much neu-
ralgia in the family.

Migraine; in a young lady, @t. 17; menstrual diffi-
culties. No neurotic nor phthisical family history.

Sciatica ; in a married lady, @t. 27 ; first pregnancy ;
had rheumatic fever and subsequent chorea in child-
hood. Paternal uncle epileptic ; mother had rheumatic
Jever and eardiac disease ; palernal grandfather suffered
Jrom sciatica late in life.
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160 PATHOLOGY AND ETIOLOGY [PAmT 1.

is the rarity of motor paralysis as an early symptom, instead of
which we ought to find a very distinct history of decided paralysis
(much more decided than those secondary paralyses which actually
do occur in some neuralgias) of the muscles supplied by the
anterior roots of the painful nerve in every case in which such a
peripheral origin could be assumed. Again, the totally feverless
commencement of neuralgias, a character which is maintained
throughout the progress of the milder cases, is entirely opposed to
the idea of a direct connection between myelitis and neuralgia.
The superficial appearance of pyrexia is sometimes given by a local
vaso-motor paralysis which makes the neuralgic part, after a
long bout of pain, hot and red ; but of general pyrexia there
i1s nothing.

Taking everything into consideration, one is inelined to say
that there 1s a probability that in a very limited number of cases
peripheral irritation does cause actual limited myelitis, which
escapes recognition at the time, but which issunes in an atrophy,
the subjective expression of which is actual neuralgic pain. We
may well ask ourselves, also, whether there is not some likelihood
that a peripheral irritation which stops short of producing an
actual neuritis migrans capable of centripetally exciting a myelitis,
may not, by a lower degree of centripetal irritation, give a bias
towards certain forms of non-inflammatory atrophy in ecells of
~ posterior nerve-roots which are congenitally of weak organisation.
I am inclined to believe strongly that this does occur. For ex-
ample, I should explain thus the majority of the peripheral cases
of ciliary neuralgia, migraine, &e. that we meet with in poor
young needlewomen, especially the hypermetropie, who at an age
when they can ill afford the strain, work so constantly and
strenuously at an occupation which fearfully taxes the eye.

I would also go farther, and express the opinion that peri-
pheral influences of an extremely powerful and continuous kind,
where they coneur with one of those eritical periods of life at
which the central nervous system is relatively weak and unstable,
can occasionally set going a non-inflammatory centric atrophy
which may localise itself in those nerves upon whose centres the
morbific peripheral influence is perpetually pouring in. Even
such influences as the psychical and emotional, be it remembered,
must be considered peripheral, that is, they are external to the
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