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92 A REVIEW OF THE PRESENT SYSTEMS

most depopulated Constantinople. In 5514 an universal
catarrh and an influenza pervaded all Europe, called in
France Cocoluche, from the practice of covering the patient’s
head with a cap; a series of moist seasons varied the pesti-
lence into various epidemic diseases, which preceded and
succeeded them. Mark the differences of seasons consti-
tuting the different modifications of disease. In 5515 a
a plague, and 5517 a malignant dysentery prevailed in Ve-
rona, in which bleeding was pernicious, and cupping and
cautery were said to be useful. In 5518 cats perished by
the common epidemic diseases; the plague was in Tour-
nay ; mortal murram raged among the domestic animals of
England. In 5519 a malignant catarrh or sore throat dis-
tempered the people of Holland ; it seized persons suddenly,
and if not cured immediately, it fell on the lungs. and killed
them in the first day of its invasion. We may easily con-
jecture the nature of the seasons in those years, by the na-
ture of the prevalent diseases; cold, open, wet, raw and
chilling winters, summers and autumns certainly existed,
to produce such diseases. In 5521, however, a severe win-
ter preceded a hot dry summer and autumn ; corn was
abundant, the sweating pestilence raged among men, espe-
cially in London, and a malignant murrain swept away cat-
tle, dogs, ravens, &c. ; these carnivorous animals that lived
on the carcasses of the gramnivorous beasts, swelled and
died. In the spring of the year inflammations of the throat
preceded this sweating disease, so violent as to extinguish
life in a few hours ; its malignity was never equalled in
modern times ; it killed as suddenly as it did in Holland in
5519. In the beginning of summer it changed into the
sweating plague, augmented in violence in autumn, and
carried off one half of the people of England. The disease
of the throat was inflammatory, and bleeding and purging
were the only successful remedies. In 5522 plague visited

|












96 A REVIEW OF THE PRESENT S¥STEMS

affecting the rich and affluent, in all their malignities. In
5564—17 there was a dearth of corn in England ; a plague
among the English soldiers in N. Haven, in France, and in
London where 20,000 of its inhabitants were destroyed by
it.—It raged all over Europe at the same time, especially in
Frankfort, Magdenburgh, Hamburgh, Dantzic, Wismar,
Lubec, and Bostack—300,000 persons perished in the last
of these four years.—Summer and winter, spring and au-
tumn, equally kept up the disease. In 5568 epidemic quin-
sies were very mortal ; spotted fevers, plagues and angine
maligne, spread over Europe. In 5569 France was af-
flicted with pestilential epidemics, in which bleeding was
said to be fatal: it appeared in Lyons—Charles 1X. de-

manded of the physicians the best mode of treatment, and

they all decided against venesection—one fourth of the in-
habitants of France perished. In 5570 the spring was rainy
and autumn dry and cold ; and a horrible fever destroyed
many thousands of the emperor Maximilian’s army, aud of
all parts of Europe. The disease began about 3 P. M. with
slight chilliness and shivering for fifteen minutes, then an
intense heat, intolerable pain of the head, mouth and sto-
mach, so that the slightest touch of the bed clothes caused
the sick to utter shrieks of pain; the thirst was unquench-
able ; the tongue was dry and lips chopped ; delirium came
on the third day; a critical looseness and deafness were fa-
vourable ; frequent swellings behind the ears, tubercles on
the tops of the feet, spots like flea-bites appeared on the
body, livid or black blotches prognosticated death. Copious
bleedings on the first day, immediately after their invasion,
was of all remedies the most successful. In 5571 the win-

ter was very severe, and the summer very dry and hot ; and

spotted fever raged in Paris, attended with a great prostra-

tion of strength, which was supposed to render blecding

fatal, and raged all over Europe for three years ; a dreadful
4 |
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290 A REVIEW OF THE PRESENT SYSTEMS

and will remain in the stomach a sufficient time lap produce
the desired effects of purging.

It is not the cathartic virtues of medicines alm:la ghal: must
be considered by the judicious practitioner; it is the effectual
evacuation of the bowels, produced by any medicines or
means, that he must attend to in all cases of yellow fatq&
so that all offensive excrements and bilious matters be com=
pletely discharged, in the shortest space of time, wlth f!
least distress to his patients. Pills composed of calom
and aloes are generally sufficient to purge away the bile and
slime, which lurk in the canal of the intestines, in the af;_’
fectual evacuation of all their contents, and greatly dimi«
nish the ardent fever. A pill constituted of ten grmnq ;
calomel, should he given to a strong robust person, and re-
peated every two or three hours, till copious evacuations
are effected, or until all hopes of success are lost by the in-
cessant vomiting, when we must have recourse to purging
clysters or cold affusion, as the dernier resorts. I would
never have any objections to allow the patient to have ll.“
own choice of a medicine, provided it was sufficiently pﬂﬂ;i L
erful to produce the effects of ample purging, to emulge th ‘i
excretory vessels and glands of the intestinal canal of :
the materials that ought to be dejected from the system, :
to relax the exhalents of the skin, whereby all the feb -' \
symptoms would be greatly diminished, with the removal
of the irritation produced by the accumulation and p es ;
of putrid and bilious excrements. The great object to b
obtained, in the fever, being to obtain complete regular
evacuations of the feculent offensive matter collected in tl e
tubular cavity of the intestines, we have only mchm
employ medicines of those virtues and powers, which w
always be efficacious to effect that proposed end. I | ' i
administered fifty grains of calomel, in five pills, one every
two hours, before a solution of the bowels was obtained, i



























































































































































































































































































384 A REVIEW OF THE PRESENT SYSTEMS

and lymphatic vessels of the leg, and its nature to be inflam-
mation, in consequence of an obstruction of these vessels
and the veins, whereby the accumulation of acrimonious hu-
mours, or common lymph and blood in them, and an effu-
sion of serous humours in the interstices of the parts takes
place, to produce inflammation of the whole contexture ﬁ(
the vessels and membranes of the leg, primarily :nduc:edbg
an impediment or obstruction of the blood, and ]ymp
humours, in their course towards the centre of circula
The only difference of phlegmasia dolens, is in its lor.'.atmﬁ
in one leg, for the whole leg, from the belly, or hip, or groin,
down to the foot, is uniformly and universally swoll
without being diminished by a horizontal position, as cede- :
matous tumours generally subside on such a posture. The
phlegmasia dolens generally runs a course of four, five, or ,| '
eight days, when all the fever, tumour, heat, tension,
weight, tenderness, and pain, gradually abate, and leave the i
limb stiff, heavy, benumbed, weak, and beset with some in-
equalities like glandular indurations, and often the glands of |
‘the thigh and leg are tender, and painful, and enlarged o |
the touch, and the lymphatic vessels are enlarged througll
out the limb. I have often attended young women, wﬂi i
painful swellings of the feet, which yielded to nothing but I‘r
country air, and exercise, and bathing the feet in cold m .:"."‘l'-:i
rine water, because such painful swellings seemed to de-
pend on a weakly, peculiar constitution, a sedentary life, or
constant sitting, whence acrimonious depositions, or inflam=
matory affections of the absorbents and cellular membrane, .i
tendonous aponeuroses of muscles, nerves, &c. proceed. An
anasarca of the lower extremity is attended with a degree !
of inflammation of the integuments, independent of any
particular acrimony of the serous fluid, diffused through the
cellular texture, merely obstructing the return of the bioo

in the veins, and of the lymph in the nhﬂﬂrbenmw
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from infallible experience and accurate observations, at-
tested by many living credible witnesses, who have them-
selves timely experienced the unspeakable benefits of the

tent remedies, that we shall now propose, and have been
snatched from the very gates of death by their mature ap-
plication. .

We shall not call these new remedies or discoveries ;
we ouly proffer them as very important improvements in
the healing art. Yes, we mean to introduce such remedies
into general use which have hitherto been accidentally em-
ployed in the curation of these intestinal obstructions, and,
like mauy other infallible remedies, inhabit the regions of du-
bitation in books of medicine, and seldom appear in actual
practice;, Many physicians indeed, have eonsidered it a
dangerous expedient to use these remedies, either from the
imaginary doubts of their powers, or from the fatal pre-
judices of Einﬁular theories, and sometimes from the un-

ualified timidity of their own minds, trembling to de-
viate from their blind routine of practice, or have never
dreamt of their application.

But whateverapprehensions of their ineflicacy, judicious
men may entertain, or whatever objections to their use invi-
dious Jserﬁons or jealous rivals may agitate or attempt to
prejudice their patients against them, nothing, we imagine,
will ever deter the tortured patients from trying the simple
application of the remedies which ﬂm{ expect will save
their mortal frames from sudden dissolution, and which
we mean to propose to the world in the following pages.
To cavilers we would only say, try them faithfully in
the mauner we shall prescribe, and then approve or dis-
approve their use as ye find them by experience to answer
or not answer the ends proposed. We can assure the
world, that no bad consequences can ever arise from the
use and application of the remedies, which we shall proffer
to men in the exercise of the medical art.

In the subsequent dissertation we only intend to exhibit
the infallible remedies of pure obstructions of the intes-
tines, complexions of disease so direful in their effects,
and so deadly in their consequences, that very few ever
emerge from the depths of their agonies, by the assistance
of physicians, or the aid of medicine. How lamentable
soever this may appear, how humbling it may be to the
boasters of the science, it is as true as deplorable, that
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them an excessive degree of self-conceit and temerity, that
they will not come forth nobly to acknowledge their ers
rors, and wisely to seek the depth of knuwiegg;etg which
they are strangers. This pride is incompatible with true
dignity of snuF and elevation of mind; and a species of
lzrlde, which has caused the lives of thousands of our fel

ow creatures to be sacrificed at the altar of professional
butchery !!! Heaven protect the unwary from the hands
of such praciitional!! The qualifications of a
education are wanting in them; a penetrating genius,
a clear and solid judgment, a quick apprehension, a noble
intelligence, and a dignified deportment, never enter their
composition. Rough and blustering manners generally
characterize the weakness of their understandings, and
meanness of their soul. Irresolute temerity, and notori-
ous affectation, argue them destitute of personal _
nimity ; and the eruelty and avarice of their hearts, be-
speaks their vast defects of sympathetic generosity and
goodness. Alas! time would fail us to unfold the deficien-
cies in the knowledge, and the errors in the practice of
nominal physicians, and consequently, we refer you to our
dissertation on the causes and cure of these errors, which
we composed on that painful subject. |

We intend in the following discourse to illustrate all the

modifications and combinations of these intestinal obstrue«
tions under one general character; because a specification
of every variety in the aspect of the disease, does in no
way enable us more accurately to understand the nature
and the cure of the different cases that may come under
our particular care; neither would it lead us to observe
any diversity of method in the administration of the reme-
dies employed in the treatment And we, therefore, deem
it most expedient to describe obstructions of the intestines,
as one complexion of morbid symptoms ; including many
modifications and combinations of the same original dis-
ease, morbid phenomena, which will always manifest the
presence of tﬁe disease, and characterize its very exis-
tence. So we shall, in the first place, enumerate the es-
sential symptoms, which demonstrate the existence of in-
testinal obstruction. And, in the second place, mention
the accidental symptoms, which occasionally occur to aug-
ment the, verity, and increase the agonies of the subjects
of these direful maladies, as well as make some

ence in the selection and administration of the remedies.
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quantities, and to increase it, as the stomach of the patient
could bear the presence of food.

Feb. 10th. I now found this method of curation most
successful, and repeated all my orders with one addition-
al command, to &fve any kind of light nutriment that
he desired, and that rested easy on the stomach, as he
had a peculiar choice of chicken soup, indian arrow root,
boiled bread, eggs, soda water, ginger beer, cold water,
infusions of columba root and chamomile flowers; and
an utter aversion to all vinous or spiritous liquors, barks,
every kind of solid food, calybeates, milk, lime water,
and every ether kind of drug, except the submuriate of
mercury and epsom salts, to exonerate the bowels occa-
sionally of their irritating contents. I again ordered the
same course to be continued every day, until all the com-
motion of the intestines should be finally calmed ; and the
five days following were consumed in the diligent pursu-
ance of this method of cure, before the natural peristaltic
motion of the intestines was permanently restored, when
a tedious period of convalescence ensued, in the use of
every means to repair the broken constitution. _

Many other cases of direful obstructions of the intes-
tines successfully treated on the same method, might be
translated and subjoined to this dissertation, but we have
deemed these sufficient to attest the facts of the infallible
success of this planin all cases which have come under
our care, and to establish the doctrines of their nature
and cure which we have advanced in the forgoing discourse.
Morbumque vidi, tractavi, recentem, provectum, diu-
turnum, annosum, . * . cum omnibus suis varian-
tibus quidem signis, eundum et concomitantibus et subse-
quentibus modificatum. Nondum morbi naturam obstrus
sam reperii, nequaquam curandi methodum esse difficilem.
Ipsi paroxysmum neque prasentem horruimus, neque ex-
haurientes vomitus, intolerabiles dolores, convulsiones ter-
ribiles, ejulatus penentrantes, spasmos maxillarum dirissi-
mos, distentiones nervorum vicSenles, paralyses membra-
num miserabiles, quze omnes medici recentes et veteres
reperierunt et stupuirunt, ignorantes naturam et curatio-
nem. Vitam conservare, dixerunt, oportet emeticis, pur-
gantibus, immutantibus, diaphoreticis, sedantibus, em-
mollientibus, omni mode applicatis, interne, externe, ore,
arngutamur. Sed experientia vera docuit omnia esse in-
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