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( 10)
10,) *“In the Insane, the unsubjected state of their

moral impulses to the will, ma ily be recognized.”
Here, wil}J and free will are cunfaﬁng:?,};nd the npg];laition
of will to wish as a constant result assumed; the Dr. sees
not that the acting upon a wish constitutes will as much
as the opposition to it; and although his book is a philo-
sophical addition to those previously published, and
takes an Immense stride in advance of them, the definition
is f'auh?'. In Insanity the impulses are always, the will
enerally too strong. Dr. Andrew Combe (page 217,
ental Derangement) thinks it absurd to attempt to
frame ““ one definition inclusive of all the organic causes
of Insanity,” and yet admits that * definitions are con-
stantly sought after in civil and criminal cases by Lawyers
and by Judges;” but believes it to be * beyond the power
of man to invent the brief description which shall deseribe
the various cerebral affections whence Insanity originates.”
It were waste of time to investigate further the opinions
of older writers upon the matter; thirty years have
scarcely elapsed since Imsanity was considered a purely
mental disease. The immortal soul of man, the IEEEI of
Omnipotence, was considered capable of suffering all those
ills which flesh alone is heir to; and they who denied that
it could die, fancied that it might be sick; to such
authorities we look as vainly for any mental philosophy,
as we do to anatomical bran slicers for Ph:,rsialljug ; Or to
Physicians who can understand the possibilit ni‘r partial
Insanity occuring in one brain manifesting one spirit, for a
history of the disease, or anything but empirical treatment
of it; and here at once I throw the gauntlet down; I call
upon every man who has studied Insanity to come for-
ward, and state if a man may not have some of his per-
ceptions and feelings diseased, and the whole of the
remainder perfectly m health. I ask him to say if the
soul can be diseased, if aye, why then let him shew me
some instance of it; if he suceeed in this, I then demand
that he explain how a part of an immaterial spirit can be
diseased, part still well! But if he have p ssed with
the age, i¥ he allow Insanity to consist in cerebral disease,
functional or Gﬁﬂnic; I then beg of him to inform me, how
it is possible that the brain should shew this disease c-nlfr
in one direction; how the same brain and the same soul,
can embrace the whole horizon of action, except one
dark spot, and yet the spot be not in the horizon, but the

R
.













11 i ] -
L =111 =4 ) L & i L [ § I
JA0] LeC) | 1 | | - :
. 1 w] | =101 LALE 5 i L& : =
11k o eI LCFLRALE Bl 111 L L1t - L i [ 1
=111 | Li ea BB L L1 ' UIlie= LIIEY ! - 1.1
- . Tal (2R : 1 . -
401 =Sl LICHI RS el I LY=Ll : A 1L | §
4 L 1R | JH Lot BB A Ll oy 3 1 - =l LN
: z Wt Tl & s AT A Yoo S EE] EL= Y :
T PEssL o fLara il b 1] | b ]
1B L ! = i Bxte i LD 1 : ol
I
1 ! 3
. FaoTe o = ' - - =% ERTIE F -
- F e NI | HALS JUNENL L ' AL L
=1 1 =1 I TESILLTITG § TNl C¥ I CLISEdSE JLLL J L LL [
1 7 I : .
=1 LS A RIESH S L1 B Al L | LLCLEST
] Bik: - nal eIl ALE - aba SLL i L
L5 i 40101 = i BN Es) | ik } -
[ [ (R T [’ | [ Al i LB ] | 1 Aled L
TYALLON] LFLLAN i =] g i LMl 1 i i N bWl =11 Nl L
Ty - LI Tl ;s ¥ . g - -
S11TVIVE | =4 : Pl U] ¥ i L} ALl i 5 L
) AT Bi =] el = 1 & l
s 1117 1 S ETh % Lo s ~ Ble e . »
STy LI, LU vy LALT LT | Y L { L will 81 L !
o il v
“ g i _ Sa=h 5 TF T T *hal ST ; T
aras Thnen 1macte Y [ | | Y@ SHES
1§ el I 2 ! - = L]
TICE el C LI = = WL 101 1
YA [ ATLIENT S1CHKEEeneO f 1 Ll L. l
- - >
1Ty ] T 1 L L)) I~ J }
= A i =
| LR s Fatn r R1E OTT [
| | AL | 1 1S 1 L L
3 ’
" [ ] : - | 2w L - .
121 gl e ¥ | 5 i & L
TETVELLICIE] [ | LBlr el LLY L 8 1 AL L -
9
L - *halil aTa | "
: vl 14T | QTR CL LILE s |
1 i ' r -
AT £ gIEEE R aRLE (1= LI1E e L
-
T i - LN S0 | 5
T 1
AT 1 el s 1 ¥ Ted e O )
U elal E I Y s DL I B L) LS« L s 3







. o
]
. x
‘ o E
o - - =
"
i

. - b
®
-} I
P
ri - e

]
s =







)]
f
1
i

ACLE
I I
AIILSE
]
1 1
T |
ol ]
EId N
1CL
11TLE
ARAr
188

Lol
=T
1L
| Iy
n i
A
¥ Ty
il 1}
L1y

w fl

|
1L
LA

d L
ILLESE
M il | o







(20 )

whelps the matrons and the maids. And the gushing
forth of life—the crushing of heart and limb—the erunch-
ing of bones, or deadly thrusts by wild beasts, or wilder
men, ministered to the savage ge]ight.s not only of a
Caligula, a Nero, but also to Rome's best and fairest
daughters; and the passion excited in the mother, became
henceforth an inheritance to the child. Familiarity breeds
contempt. Thus he will dread death least who most often
witnesses it. The forcible abruption of life cows the timid,
but excites the brave; and many a coward enters a battle
field, who comes out of it a gallant man for life. Reality
never equals thought. Most objects, whether of our
hopes or fears, owe half their bulk to our imagination,
ang the sure way to induce men to despise a danger, is to
strip 1t of the haze which distance and ignorance lend to
it. Ships loom largely in a fog.

But were this not go. Man 1s an imitative animal. No
great crime was ever yet invented, but close and eager
copyists appeared. Agathg 18 1mpossible, where human
passions rage; and the death-struggle of a malefactor
excites twenty to crime for one that it intimidates, as the
war-whoop of an Indian rouses the ire of the foe, or the
bear’s growl of defiance excites his rival to mortal combat.
If phrenology be true—and that it is, none but those ig-
norant of 1ts claims deny—then has man within him innate
feelings as well as powers: which circumstances excite,
but do not make; — external objects legitimately act
upon them —misery excites benevolence, praise its
appropriate sentiment;—children, that peculiar affection
w]i,'nich in the cat preserves her kittens with her life, but
fichts them from her when they become cats, and no
longer need the protecting instinet. Thus physical vio-
lence will put into action the prominent powers of each
man's ming, In the timid fear will be excited—in the
benevolent, pity—in the conscientious, more or less of
mdignation—in the affectionate and imaginative, more or
less of agony—in the ferocious, the cold-blooded, and the
brave, in the daring or the bad, all tender thoughts—all
mild mercies will be drowned in the passions that will be
excited; and they who could sell * Greenacre pies,” undgr
the very gallows where he was hanging who gave his
name to them; would hardly smﬁ at any means of grati-
fying that desire to grow rich, which brought him to his
end, These and all such, are these for whom alone the
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whose livers lack gall, and who would be as fearful to
witness a murder, as to commit one.

Upon every view, therefore, of human nature, it is
worse thau useless to take away life ; by every christian
command it is forbidden; in all nations the progress of
civilization sweeps the gibbet from the land, and plants
sweet and peaceful flowers in its place; and there chris-
tianity is still but in name, where man thinks himself
justified in lifting his hand against his fellow. If then
the taking away the life of a sane man defeat its own
object, a-fortiori, the life ofa lunatic should be held
sacred ; if it prevent not those who are capable of self-
controul, it were worse than absurd to expect any effect
from it upon those who are not, and [ must be pardoned
for thinking that * it is practicable to amend the law in
this particular.” But as we still retain this barbarous
relic of ferocious times, and as law makers contend that
it1s just and necessary, not merely as a punishment but
protection, a terror to evil doers, not a vengeance for
past crimes ; the question arises,

WHAT ARE THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH SHOULD
EXEMPT A MAN FROM PUNISHMENT, WHO MAY COMMIT
A CRIME OBNOXIOUS TO IT?

Viewing it as a mere malter of punishment, the
answer 1s simple enough, Ignorance, or the absence
of evil intention, homicide by misadventure, or by
persons ignorant of right or wrong, rescues a
man from the capital penalty. Children, Idiots and
Lunatics, ignorant of the nature and consequence of an
act, are held by law to be irresponsible, and wisely so.
Both in E.glish and Scotch law this is the case, and I
may be pardoned quoting your Lordship’s quotations as
my authority. Mr. Justice Le Blane lays it down as law,
that to sustain the plea of lnsanity, as exculpatory of a
criminal act, a man must be “ incapable of distinguishing
right from wrong ;”* or from certain delusions,  be at the
moment insensible of the nature of the act he commits.”
Mr. Erskine held that for a man to be considered guilt-
less in the eye of the law, he must at the time of
committng a criminal act, have * lahoured under a delu-
sion, and that the act done was commitied with that
delusion, and done under its influence ; and the Scotch
law is still more definite, when it declares that, *to
amount to a complete bar as to punishment, the Insanity
at the time of committing an act, must have been of such a







(24 )

given in the preceding pages be correct,—if it really
consist, “ in the excitement of any of the mental facultics
beyond the controul of the remainder,” tle lunaticis also
irresponsible ; but only for those acts that emanate from
the excited faculty. If all the ordinary, and extraordinary,
motives to human action fail to arrest an impulse; if tle
desire to destroy urge a man upon the points of protective
bayonets, arm his hand against the lives of those he best
loves, or aga‘nst himself—not as a means to an end, but
as the end itself;—if the gratification of a desire consti-
tute the one imperious demon of a life, against which all
hopes and fears are unable to prevail. If a man follow a

hantom, and fancy it a substance, and more firmly hug
the delusion the more it cost him; that man is no judge
of the right or wrong mixed up in his doings, he is c]ear%
irresponsible, nor would his punishment deter any one
labouring under the same affliction from the same course,
although that punishment were death. He would not he
mad, were he as to his delusion, amenable to any con-
troul, and the tighter he should be curbed, the more he
would champ the bit. If terror could convince, it would
cure, and the dungeons and whips of our forefathers
would have been instruments of mercy, instead of torture
as they were,

Punishment, then, either as a matter of prevention or
of cure, would, if applied to a perfect madman, be as use-
less as unjust. 1"Jllj'1en a man’s brain is so diseased, that
all his feelings are uncontrolably excited,—when his
intellect itself is elouded,—false perceptions deceive, and
confused reflections follow; when, in short, complete
mania is present, and the whole mind involved, then,
would al// punishment be an abuse so %alpah]e, that
none but a brute would dream of 1t. DBut mania so
complete as this, is not frequent, nor often permanent ;
and when it does appear, the danger to all around is so
imminent, and restrictive measures so necessary, that
the public is at once protected, by the restraints to which
the patient is immediately subjected. The perfect re-
storation of health, sudden death, or permanent imbe-
cility, usually follows such a state as this. But insanity
seldom spreads itself over all the mind; the whole of
the brain is rarely diseased: and although monomania
or the disease of one faculty, is still more uncommon,
although excitement of one portion of brain, rapidly in
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cessarily diseased ; it does not kunow, that althongh in
comparing his excited feelings with the remainder,
reason am%gers and sinks abashed, he can nevertheless,
compare all the healthy feelings of his mind with each
other, as accurately as any other man. M‘Naughten
could not help feeling that the Tories persecuted him :
but, as the Editor of the 7mes justly reasons,—what,
if instead of a fancy, it had been a truth 7—what, if as
in the case of Dillon, wrong had been heaped on wrong,
until the heart hurat‘?_—wﬁat Justification was this, for
taking the law into his own hands, and committing
murder, because he was distressed ¥ Intensity of feeling
is to be pitied, not punished : if permanently excited, it
must be eared for; but no longer let the fatal mistake
be committed, of excusing a healthy feeling, because
gsome other one 1s diseased; as well might all the sol-
diers in a regiment, all the members of a community,
be held irresponsible, because a civilian might be mad,
or a soldier drunk; as well might a man he excused
working with his hands, because he was erippled in his
legs; or justified in sullen silence, because he happened
to be blind.

Put this to the test, my Lord; send a Committee of
plain sensible men—not physicians, whose minds are
still the repository of worn-out hypotheses,—but sound
judging men, without prejudice; send them to the
wards of Hanwell, Bethlem and St. Luke’s; let the
worst cases there of partial insanity be selected, and
if destructiveness be not diseased, if a craving for blood
be mnot the thirst that is upon them, if tattered rags,
blasphemy, and violence, attest not the excitement
of the carnivorous impulse; if they be cases of partial,
not general insanity; if there be any green curtain of
repose in the mind, and all be not “sound and fury,
signifying nothing,” let each and all be asked, what
any man should suffer,—what they themselves should
deserve, should they attempt to take away human life?
And with one voice they will all, without exeception,
— ALL, cry— Death ! Death! Death! There haply
may be here and there a wretch, who has brought into
his asylum the perversions of early wickedness; a man,
perhaps, who, considered sane by others, and thinking
himself so, grudged the infringement of his llbprtj',
which the public gathering up of individual rights

Sty
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though his mind had never “toppled o’er.” Talk to all
upon any subject but that on which they are cracked:—

“ Take any shape but that,
And their firm nerves will never tremble,”

but they will prove themselves to be as sound, as natu-
ral, as conscioug of right and wrong, as the healthiest
mind amongst us. But again, I shall be told that the
law recognizes this; and again I ask, does it act upon
it? Was it proved, or attempted to be proved, that in
Bellingham, the desire to take life was an uncontrollable
passion ? was he lashed on by a fury that would be sa-
tisfied with nothing but a human sacrifice ? or, did he
not coolly and rationally, out of his evil heart, revenge-
fully determine to redress his own wrongs? did he not
seek the life of his oppressor; (and, although he found it
not, did he not shoot one of the party, and that its head,)
and all this under the ordinary motives which influence
malicious men? Was Oxford labouring under a delu-
sion, terminating in homicidal climax? did he even pre-
tend to be so? was he, or was he not, perfectly aware
that wrongfully to kill, was murder; that, in shooting at
the Queen, he attempted murder; and did he deny,
does he now deny, that, in the present state of the law,
he who attempts to murder should be hung ? Save and
except the paltry desire for notoriety or bread, had Bean
any one justification for his real or pretended villainy ?
And, although Me Naughten is undoubtedly mad, ask
him now,—now, that the fear of death is not before his
eyes,—and if he tell you that in shooting Mr. Drummond,
or in faneying that he had shot Sir R. Peel, he believes
that he was justified ; that he did not know it would be
murder, and, as such, deserve its recompense; then I
know nothing of insanity.

WHAT, THEN, IS THE REMEDY ! HOW ARE LUNATICS
TO BE DEALT WITH?

In considering this question, it will scarcely be
thought wandering from the subject, if 1 ad?ert to
the most proper mode of treating incipient insanity, be-
fore dealing with it judicially. And, in order fo do this
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quently, a badly shaped head does predispose to it, just as
a badly formed chest does to Ehthisis;’r and Mr. Bel-
homme, in a thesis published in Paris, in 1824, remarked,
that out of an hundred idiots and imbecile persons in La
Salpetriére, only fourteen had heads of'a natural form, and
these were imbeciles and not complete idiots. Esquirol
observes, that  the heads of idiots are too large, or too
small.” According to Camper, where the facial angle is
less than 70, it makes the man an idiot or a brute ; and
(all, Spurzheim, and Combe assert, with truth, that if an
adult head measure less than fourteen inches, idiotism is
the consequence. Now, as children derive their heads
as well as their limbs from parents; constant intermar-
riages between similar conformations, will tend to in-
crease the preexisting irregularity. If this exist in
great comparative difference between various parts of
the cranium, it is manifest that the line may be passed
which separates health from disease ; and, if generation
after generation, very timid, or very proud people marry;
the portions of brain manifesting these sentiments may
so predominate, that a small matter will excite them into
an activity, uncontrollable hg the other mental powers.

Combe thinks with Spurzheim, that the intermarriage
of blood relations for five generations, necessarily in-
duces lunacy or idiotism. Jews, and gipsies, have o con-
nected themselves for ages, without apparent mischief’;
and I confess myself unable to explain the anomaly.
Qur statistical accounts of the latter are not very precise,
and there may be circumstances affecting the sons of
Igrael of which I am ignorant; but, from my own per-
sonal knowledge, the effect of such a custom has pro-
duced lamentable results. In the Isle of Man, out of
fifty thousand, there were only two lunatics last sum-
mer, but idiotism was very common; especially in a
parish near Castle Town. The union of relatives is the
rule, not the exception ; cousins, uncles, aunts,—all, in-
deed, within legal limits,—consider their relationship as
an inducement, rather than a bar, to a nearer connexion;
and idiotism is a frequent consequence of the continued
habit. Age has an influence on insanity: “very young
and very old people are hardly known to become insane,
properly speaking.” The insanity of old age approxi-

+ Gall sur les fonetions du cervean, tom. ii p. 317, ef seq.
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Now, in all cases of mental excitement, increased
action goes on in the brain; if the excitement be too
- violent or long-continued, every state of disease, from
simple head-ache to apoplexy, and even raging
mania, may follow. It is unnecessary here to enquire
into the change of structure which takes place in
the brain (that will come more in place in a work on
Phrenology which I am preparing for the press), but
that some change does take place, is agreed on all
hands. And when we reflect that very young children
do not become insane, and that one of the surest causes
of insanity, is mentally brooding on one idea; that
when (from idiosynerasy or surrounding eircumstances),
some one feeling is ever active, forcing its unwelcome
presence into our busiest moments, and most earnest
thoughts ; colouring our dreams, until—* we first endure
and then embrace;”—and when we reflect that any
interruption to this morbid train of thought, or feeling,
by travel, change of occupation, or any other plan, 18
the surest means of cure, we may perhaps be inclined
to consider the following hypothesis as explaining the
proximate cause of insanity.

Whatever be the exciting cause, an increased impetus
is given to the blood in the eranium ; in children, whilst
the skull is separated and yields with ease, very little
mischief follows; but even if the pressure be greater
than can be accommodated, insanity does not ensue.
From the activity of life in childhood, inflammation is
readily produced, and water in the brain the conse-
quence. An attempt is made by nature to relieve con-
gestion, by unloading the vessels, but the remedy is
often worse than the disease, and death, too frequently,
ends the scene. In old age the powers flag; a diminu-
tion, not inerease, of power occurs, and this is not an
exciting cause of insanity. In middle age, mental action
and cerebral labour may go on with safety within certain
limits: but when sudden or durable pain in the head,
premonishes danger,—keep this going, and the pressure
of the brain, or some portion of it, upon the inner table
of the skull, produces absorption of the bone: increase
of power and change of disposition will follow, aceord-
ing as the organs exercised are, or are not, naturally

prominent. 1 :
But if the excitement be sudden and violent, inas-







( 34 )

affection which refused to part with them, until the
disease was too firmly fixed to be eradicated.

Passing from this, it is now time to meet the grand
question :—

How are eriminal lunatics to be dealt with, and what
state of mind should exempt them from punishment ?

In all cases of insanity, those who understand it,
(and permit me to think I have proved that none but
Phrenologists do understand it?, carefully distinguish
between diseased and healthy lunatics; and although
they never attempt to reason with a madman as to Eia
delusions, or hold him responsible for them, they know
full well that he i= ever conscious of the responsibility
involved in conduct emanating from feelings not
diseased, and find some kind of privationary punish-
ment effective in repressing those passions, from which
the bridle has not yet been removed. Patients, them-
selves, are well aware of this, and I remember one who
was accustomed to be violent and dangerous, when
reasoned with, declaring as follows—* You dare not
injure me ; but if I were to murder you, the law could
not touch me, for I am insane.” Here the nature and
consequences of the act were plainly perceived, and
although he never allowed himself to be a lunatic, he
was quite willing to claim the privilege attached to the
certificate of his being s0.* Now the course to be
pursued by judge and jury is clear enough. Let the
laws of Engla,nﬁ be strictly enforced; let it be fully
shewn that, the act done was omne, the result of an
insane feeling, and not of a healthy fecling, acting under
its guidance. Let it be fully proved in the very next
case of murder, that the individual was either ignorant
of any intention to murder, or that he was impelled
to it by some uncontrollable impulse ; and let no proof
satisfy, except it be founded upon evidence detached
from thé act in question. Tf it can be proved that a
certain individual was selected, plans laid, objects of
notoriety, or revenge, sought; if no plea can be urged,
of the devil tempting, spirits commanding, or, with
respect to the victim, strong delusion enforcing :
but if, on the contrary, all the steps preceding the

* He was at this time very insane.
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