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62 THE MERCURIAL

the bad effects of a remedy producing a disease,
which certainly depends on a peculiar and upon an
original organic structure of the lymphatic system.

~ It is here proper that a caution should be given,
riot to mistake, for a mercurial ulceration, a wound
which resists healing becatse the mercury admi-
nistered is insufficient to correct the venereal virus
which occasions it. If a course of mercury is
too slight for the complaint to which it is applied,
from the practitioner not having well considered
the extent or the duration of the infection; or if the
patient be remiss in the application of the remedy ;
or if it be a preparation of mercury not likely to
produce a permanent cure,’or if it be not continued
long efiotgh ; the venereal ulcers of course, though
they grow better, will not heal, but the mercury
given will not make thie sores more obstinate, as
Mr. Benjamin Bell imagines ; but, on the contrary,
if the quantity of mercury be increased a little, or
cofitinued for some time longer, these cases heal with
the greatest readiness ; and a due allowance miay be
made for the quantity of mercury which had been
previously given. When we learn that the quan+
tity of mercury, in these stationary cases, has not
been given equal to the extent and standing of the
disease, or that it has passed off too quickly by the
moiith, by the bowels, or by the other secretions,
we may then begin to suspect the cause of the ulcers
not healing; and upon exaniining them we shall
find, that they have none of that irritability
dbout them common to the mercurial ulcer: but on
the contrary, that they have even less irritability than










































70 THE MERGURIAL

to be avoided. Mild summer weather with a south-
west wind is the least dangerous. But it should
always be laid down as a rule, that the patient
should be directed to confine himself under mer-
cury, when the case is at all inveterate, or when
the medicine loses the power of affecting the mouth
and of removing the venereal symptoms; as the
atmosphere, by causing a check on the secretions,
is then acting as an indirect exciting cause of the
mercurial disease.

It may not now be improper to consider how far
the present manner of exhibiting mercury, and its
various preparations, may excite this disease.
Mercury simply divided by trituration in the form
of an ointment, or of a pill, I consider as the pre-
paration least likely to produce the mercurial dis-
ease. But even this preparation, if exhibited in
very large quantities, or if continued for too long
a period, will occasion it in certain constitutions ;
for, if the mercurial frictions are too considerable
and too quickly followed up, the patient is either
thrown into a speedy and an excessive salivation, or
a general state of mercurial irritation takes place
with fever and restlessness which, with other
symptoms already mentioned, constitutes this dis-
ease. I have often seen patients with ulcers in their
throats, and with pains in their bones, and much
reduced in flesh, who have said, that these symp-
toms did not constitute any part of their original
complaint, but commenced after they had been
rubbing in mercurial ointment for many weeks.
By directing these patients to discontinue their fric-












80 THE MERGURIAL
mercurial irritation ; but it is impossible to distin-
guish these habits previous to the use of mercury.
Indeed, it may so happen, that a patient’s constitu-
tion may be able to resist the irritation at one period
and not at another, without our being able pre-
cisely to discern this difference of susceptibility.
However, in general, we shall find few habits
which may not take on this disease, if the causes
producing it are powerfully applied.

It is also urged in vindication of the use of these
(I mean the saline) preparations, that we can some-
times cure the complaint with one kind of mercu-
rial, when we cannot with another. This, I grant,
may be true in this way, that we may endeavour to
cure a patient by a saline preparation, and find
ourselves foiled, and be obliged to have recourse to
mercury a second time in a more simple form to
complete the business. But I strongly suspect it
has never happened, when mercurial unction and
the pilulz hydrargyri have failed, that the patient
has been cured by simply changing it to a saline
form. We may sometimes, in a second exhibition
of mercury, effect that cure, which we in vain at-
tempted by a previous course, merely by allowinga
certain interval of rest from the use of all kinds of
mercurials, for the purpose of giving the constitu-
tion time to recover itself from the diseased irrita-
tion into which it was rapidly advancing. But the
same simple preparation of the mineral will answer
again by only changing it perhaps from an internal
to an external application, or by joining it with a
decoction of the sarsaparilla.
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108 THE MERCURIAL

In general, chancres are but two or three in
number, yet it will sometimes occur that the whole
prepuce is beset with them, as well as the glans
penis, and that they are attended with a considera-
ble degree of pain; and the inflammation and
thickening of the parts will most probably have a
tendency to phymosis. In this case, we have first
to subdue, in some measure, the common inflam-
mation by evacuations, &c. and even then we
must expect that the venereal virus will for some
short time be more active in its progress than our
mercurials can be. .

Another cause of malignancy in chancres may be
owing to the virus being received by a recent
wound in the parts; and in this case the chancres
are apt to be more inveterate than when they occa-
sion their own wound. This i1s a circumstance
which I have before observed.

The mercurial irritation in the prepuce and
glans penis is very often the occasion of that species
of chancre, which is called by Mr. John Hunter the
false chancre, and mentioned in his work page 248,
where he observes, that “ after common chancres
are healed, and the venereal virus is subdued; the
cicatrices often ulcerate again, and break out in the
form of chancres. These ulcerations are most
commonly seated in the spots before diseased ; but
very often new parts take on the complaint. M.
Hunter further adds, ¢ that mercurial dressings in
one case incréased them; and that mn—bathing and
the lixivium saponarium cured others.”

These false chancres are sometimes very trouﬂm



















114 THE MERCURIAL

as sores which have already too much irritability
about them, and therefore as requiring the most
lenient and antiphlogistic treatment, till such time
as the venereal virus is subdued ; when these sores,
if they have not taken on the mercurial irritation,
will be reduced to the state of simple wounds, and
heal kindly without further assistance. =By this
treatment the mercury will be always found to act
milder and with more certainty; for the benefit
which we think we sometimes experience from an
opposite plan, is, I am convinced, founded in a
mistake. For when we imagine that the sores are
healing by our topical mercurials, they are in fact
getting well from the general exhibition of the
mercury ; and all which happens in these cases is,
that the patient’s constitution happily resists the:
bad effects of these stimulants.

The lenient plan of treating chancres will be
found the best preventative of a variety of trouble-
some symptoms, which arise from them at times,
such as hemorrhage, mortification, the growth of
warts, the thickening and elongation of the pre-
puce, and the formation of that kind of tumour
which grows from the end of the glans penis, and
is described by Mr. John Hunter in page 249
of his Treatise on the Venereal Disease ; for 2 mer-
curial irritation is a very powerful exciter of these
several circumstances.

The phymosis and the paraphymosis are often
occasioned by the irritable state of chancres and
excoriations about the glans penisand prepuce, and
more especially when it is a mercurial irritation ;
for I have found that the greater the care which is









































































138 THE MERCURIAL

does not, indeed, consider them as venereal, but ob-
serves that they have been too often thought so,
and in consequence of that opinion more mercury
has been given. i

The tendons and tendinous fascia of the muscles,
like the cartilages and ligaments, seldom discover
any signs of the venereal infection, except they
take on the disease from the spreading of a venereal
ulceration in their neighbourhood ; but the mer-
curial irritation frequently affects them from its
general action on the system.

Sometimes the affection discovers itself only by
pains in these parts ; at other times tumours, with
or without inflammation, take place. These tu-
mours have been called nodes, gumata, &c. Those
“diseased lumps, which are named ganglions, fre-
quently have their beginning in the mercurial
irritation. I know, indeed, that it is generally
supposed that these tumours on the tendons may
arise from the venereal infection. Themore however
we examine into their origin, the more thoroughly
we shall be convinced that they never do appear as
an original venereal symptom ; but when they do
take place, it is after mercury has been given in
considerable quantities. Mr. Benjamin Bell (vol. 2,
p- 122 and 123, on the Venereal Disease) makes
mention of his having removed them from the
tendon of the biceps muscle; and, though they
were suspected to be venereal, "yet he says the
wounds healed perfectly without mercury.

These tumours will sometimes remain on the
aponeurotic expansion of the muscles through life,









































































































































































194 THE MERCGURIAL

of mercury, superadded to a plethoric habit and
perhaps to an inflammatory diathesis, must always
endanger the patient’s falling into the mercurial ir-
ritation; I mean, if the principle before laid down
be true, that every kind of extraordinary excite-
ment in the habit predisposes it to the mercurial
irritation. It is not, however, in every case that
this plan of previous treatment is necessary ; for,
where there are no signs of plethora or of an in-
flammatory diathesis, it would be useless to proceed
thus. If any low fever or epidemic prevail at the
time, we should be more cautious in the use of the
lancet.

If the patient is of a thin, hectical, weak, ner-
vous habit, we should, on the contrary, direct a
genernus strengthening regimen with wine, bark,
country air, and milk to restore him, previous to
administering the mercury, and to support him
during its use : for it is equally true, that a certain
state of weakness favours morbid irritability, as
much as the disposition before described.

The constant tendency of mercury to excite its
diseased action having been much overlooked, the
necessity for these precautions has not been so ob-
vious ; especially as patients frequently are cured,
even though they imprudently are leading the most
irregular lives, and sometimes drink hard through
a whole course of mercury. It is to be regretted
that the late Mr. John Hunter should have expn‘.ﬁ-t
ed himself so inconsiderately on this point, (in
349 of his Treatise on the Venereal Disease) ; for
after asking what bad effects can arise from drink-





































































































































238 THE MERCURIAL

return may not be a re-commencing of the venereal
~ action. But this difficulty, I have already men-
tioned, when duly considered, will not be found
to be so great as is at first imagined. In recent
cases of the mercurial disease, in which the con-
stitution has but slightly partaken of the irritation,
a relapse is not likely to happen, unless we use
mercury too soon again; and therefore any fresh
ulceration most likely will prove to be the venereal
action. Buat, in bad cases of the mercurial disease,
in which perhaps mercury has been often repeated,
there can remain little doubt but that the venereal
virus has long before been removed, and that every
fresh appearance of disease must proceed from the
mercurial irritation. The symptoms of the two com-
plaints have, however, a difference which we have
several times before remarked, and which every
practitioner, when he is apprized of it, will readily
discern. \

In pointing out the general treatment of this
disease, I must lay down all those circumstances
which the worst casesrequire. Where the disease
is less inveterate, there the practitioner may use his
judgment in omitting so much of the plan as he
thinks can safely be dispensed with, recollecting,
that time and the total disuse of mercury will alone
be sufficient for the cure of slight cases, in which
the mercurial course has not been repeated so as to
occasion an aggravation of the disease.

We will suppose, however, that a patient applm '
for relief, under a severe state of the disease, where
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242 THE MERCURIAL

irritation has been of long continuance, if the pa-
tient is not remarkably reduced and his pulse very
“weak, one bleeding will be of considerable ’smicﬁ-,c:-
and should not be neglected. &
When a mortification is threatened from the e;-
cessive degree of the specific irritation, which is
excited by a very evident inflammatory action, and
when the pulse is hard, full, and quick, we may
bleed with safety, and after that we may emplnjr-
opium more liberally to abate the pain.
Perhaps it will not a little strengthen t]lisﬂf.ﬂil'l!.ﬂ
concerning the effects of bleeding and evacuations,
if we recal to the reader’s mind the practice in the
treatment of the lues venerea at that period of time,
when mercury was little, ‘or not at all, used in the
complaint.  Blood-letting and other evacuations
were then employed with decoctions of various
kinds; and by this practice, if we examine the ac-
counts handed down to us, we find that they greatly
lessened the violence of the venereal action; and
though they could not remove it, yet they enabled
their patients to bear the disease much longer lﬁnn
they could otherwise have done.
After the patient has beenbled, we should ditect
him to take for a few days the common saline mixture
with antimonial wine, or a pill composed of pulvis
ipecacuanhz compositus with the saline mixture.
- His diet should be partly milk, and he should quit
the use of wineand of spirits for a time. By this
mode of treatment the secretions will be promoted,
and the constitution will at least be relieved ; and
if there be any tendency to an inflammatory dia-







244 THE MERCURIAL

this treatment must seldom exceed the period which
I have mentioned ; and very often a less time will
do. For as no violent morbid irritation can long
subsist in the habit without impairing the strength,
so we shall be running a hazard (after we have
taken off the symptoms already mentioned of a
common inflammatory action) of increasing the
patient’s weakness, if we persist in the lowering
plan. 'We must now use such medicines as do not
diminish the strength, but which rather support it,
without using active stimulants. These medicines
ought likewise to diminish and destroy the specific
diseased action. The decoction of sarsaparilla is, I
am persuaded, the best medicine for this purpose, as
it is a gentle tonic, and as it powerfully promotes
and restores the secretions from the i,uppresued-
state in which we find them under this disease.
The cicuta also, when given inincreased doses from
a pill of five grains to six or more daily of the same
weight, very powerfully diminishes many diseased
actions, and in this particularly it is of the greatest
service. But we should use both these medicines
in considerable doses, and continue them for many
weeks when the case requires it; and we should even
renew the course again and again, should the disease
from its inveteracy return. The decoction should
be taken to the quantity of a quart daily, of good
strength, and boiled fresh every second day at
least. o
The decoction may be varied in its composition
according to circumstances ; and we may sometimes
add to it the antimonial wine, as recommended by













248 THE MERCURIAL

to these accidents from the weather ; and they should
wear flannel waistcoats, till the time when they are
perfectly sure that the irritation is completely con-
quered, and that they have recovered their natural
health and strength.

It has been frequently observed, that the cure of
this disease proves extremely tedious in very bad
cases which are attended either with the mercurial
bubo or with sore throat ; and we must often lay by
our remedies, and take them up again, or change
them from time to time. However, I have it in my
power to say, that from the plan of treatment laid
down here, if pursued with vigour, and if the
distinctions of mercurial cases are accurately ob-
served, the cures will be much shortened to what
they have been formerly. Experience, in a variety
of very bad cases, authorizes me to express my
conviction of this; and I have very little doubt
that, when the cause and nature of this disease are
still further investigated, it will be but seldom seen,
and that, when it does occur, the treatment will still
be more successful.

I have sometimes changed for a time the cicuta
for opium; but this latter medicine does not sit so
well on the stomach, and I think that it produces
more unpleasant symptoms than the cicuta: but, if
it is given with some balsam or essential oil, these
disagreeable effects are in part diminished. The
malt infusion and the carrot poultice are perhaps
deserving of trial, among the changes which we are
obliged to make in our medicines; the former
should be given at least to the quantity of three

























256 THE MERGURIAL

ligiously and conscientiously exercised, kindness
and gratitude are always due.

When I observe how eagerly the afflicted and
the miserable, in the faintings and swoonings of
despair, lay hold on every ignorant pretender and
on every audacious empirick who thrust themselves
into the seat of science and into the chamber of
practice, I solicit the public attention, with a
stronger and a more affectionate earnestness, to the
prevalence, the nature, and the extent of the dis-
ease which has been the subject of my Inquiry.
It is not merely the young and the unthinking,
who are suffering the punishment of dissolute
days, who are alone concerned in the result;
for the general (I had almost said, the indiscri-
minate) application of this valuable and power-
ful mineral, MErcURY, in all the diversity of its
preparations, is now making inconceivable ravages
among the innocent, from infancy to decrepitude,
on many a tender and on many a strong constitu-
tion. But when this mineral is administered with
prudential reserve and with discreet knowledge, its
effects are blessed, safe, efficacious, and perma-
nent. )

In the preceding pages, which I now most
respectfully offer to the public consideration, [ have
been actuated by these motives. With my own
observations and facts I have blended those of some
very able and conscientious men of my own pro-
fession; one, and indeed the chief, of whom it was
my happiness and my advantage to have known in-
timately, and whose virtues, talents, knowledge,




























