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30 Mental State of Hystericals

move our finger slowly on the arc of the circle; it has not
yet reached 80° when Bertha has already fallen backward
hypnotised ' (Fig. 1).

The preceding experiments have been ingeniously re-
produced at Bordeaux by M. Laurent:

Josephine S.—he says—is a young girl of nineteen who be-
came hysterical from having been frightened by a mouse as she
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Fic. 1.—BrrTHA'S VisvalL FieLn—LEFT EYE,

A, Limit of the conscious visual field in which the subject perceives the
vision of the index. B, Limit of the subconscious visual field, in the
interior of which it suffices to place the finger for the subject to fall
asleep.

was going to get wood in the cellar. Since that time, the sight
of a stuffed mouse gives her invariably a cataleptic fit. With
the assistance of M* Sabrazés, we measure her visual field and
we convince ourselves that its area does not exceed 20°, This

VArchives de neurelogic, May, 1892,















































































































Anasthesias 67

somewhat on this little fact; but they will see later, when
we shall speak of motion, that it reappears in various cir-
cumstances and that it is indispensable to know it well to
study a phenomenon which has much interested the ob-
servers—namely, that of transference.

6. Anesthesias of the special senses.—We pass over the
anasthesias of taste, smell, hearing, whose characteristics

FiG. 5.

are known. The last is very rare and always unilateral.’
It is also known that these anmsthesias allow incon-
testable subconscious phenomena to exist. Although
Witm. has her left ear quite anzsthetic, and does not
seem to hear anything when the right ear is stopped up,
verbal suggestions may yet be made to her which will be
very well executed without her knowing it.

7. Anesthesia of the visual sense.—I1t is impossible to

! Pitres, op. cit., i., P. 93.



68 Mental State of Hystericals

examine here all the troubles of vision which have been
the subject of great and well-known works. We wish to
insist on a particular point only which has always greatly
interested us—namely, the contraction of the visual field.
The visual field is an ensemble, a system of sensations si-
multaneously perceived, which contracts in the same man-
ner as the field of consciousness. The sensation which
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serves as centre, and around which the others are grouped,
the one, namely, which always obtains the maximum of
consciousness, is naturally, save in exceptional cases, the
clearest visual sensation, the one which corresponds to
the point of fixation. It is therefore natural that the
visual field, contracted because of psychical causes,
should take the circular form around this centre. This
is regularly seen, in fact, in all very small visual fields
(Fig. 5). When the field is not very much contracted,
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