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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE Public is, in these wolumes, presented with

an entire collection of the Literary, Moral, and
Medical Writings of Dr. Percival. The parts which are
now for the first time published, are chiefly the fol-
lowing ; < An Inaugural Dissertation, De Frigore;” —
some additional Notes and Amendments to the « Medical
« Ethivs;"'—a Biographical Tribute to the Memory of
Thomas Butterworth Bayley, esg; of Hope-hall, necar
Manchester ;—and a selection from the Literary Corres-
pondence of Dr. Percival, incorporated with the Memoirs
of his Life and Writings.

Agreeably to the judicious sentiment of Sir William
Jones, that < the best monument which can be erected to
< a man of literary talents s a good edition of his
¢ works;" the Editor of the present publication ts soli-
citous to perform this office of filial regard for the
memory of a much-loved and respected parent; whilst
he s little apprehensive for the fate of an entire col-
lection, of which the distinct parts have already been
honoured with general approbation.—To these Works he
has ventured to prefir a Biographical Narrative, with the
diffident hope of extending the reputationof an eminent
writer, by a record of the (ransactions of his private
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TO
JOHN HAYGARTH, M.D.

F.R.5. LOND~—F.R.5. AND R.M.S5. EDIN. MEMBER
OF THE AMERIC. ACAD. OF ARTS AND
SCIENCES; AND OF THE LIT. AND
PHIL. 50C, OF MANCHESTER.

DEAR SIR,

s

ERMIT me to addrefs to your protection thefe
P volumes of my Father’s LiTERARY, MoORAL,
and MepicaL WriTiNGs. To youlam prompted
to offer them, not only from a fenfe of your talents
and candour in eftimating their varions merit; but
allow me to add, from the conviftion that fuch an
offering would have accorded moft gratefully with the
fentiments of their late venerated AuTHor. Your
friendfhip He valued among the earlieft, the moft
durable, and the moft affetionate which his life af-
forded. Nor did he efteem it a flight honour to
enjoy, without interruption, an unreferved and liberal
intercourfe with one fo eminently diftinguifhed by
profeflional fkill and aive philanthropy.

In addrefling you, I need not explain the motives
which dictated the works contained in the prefent
publication. The circumftances of their origin, and
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OF THOMAS PERCIVAL, M. D, il

% tion at the free grammar-fchool of Warrington;
< an inftitution well endowed, formerly much reforted
¢ to and held in great eftimation, From this femi-
¢ nary he removed to Leyden; where he became
¢¢ the pupil of the celebrated Boerhaave ; and com-
¢ bined with his medical purfuits the ftudy of various
¢ other branches of knowledge, Following the fteps
¢ of his great mafter, he directed his attention to Na-
¢ tural Hiftory, Chemiftry, Ethics, and Theology. At
¢ the expiration of the ufual period, he was honoured
¢¢ with the degree of Doétor of Phyfic, A. D. 1720.
¢ His inaugural differtation, ¢ De Phthifi Pulmonali,’
“ is written with elegance, perfpicuity, and much infor-
 mation. The love of learned eafe contrafted the
¢ {phere of his profeflional exertions; and his pratice
“¢ was confined to Warrington, and a {mall furround.
“ ing diftri¢t. But his talents and fkill were acknow-
“ ledged by able judges; and his fituation afforded
““him a field fufficienty ample for the difplay of
¢ probity, humanity, and difintereftednefs.”
Joleph, the third* fon of Peter Percival, was born
in the year 1694. Like the reft of his family, he

* James Percival, the fecond fon, removed from Warrington to
Liverpool; where he followed the profeffion of a merchint, during
the courfe of a long life, with honour and reputation.
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Vi MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND WRITINGS

After pafling through the ufual forms of elementary
inftruction, at a refpeétable private feminary in the
neighbourhood of Warrington, Mr. Percival was en-
tered, in the tenth year of his age, at the free gram-
mar-fchool of that town. Under the care of the Rev.
Mr. Hayward, (a teacher of confiderable fame,) he
laid the chief foundation of his acquaintance wich the
Latin and Greek languages ; and by early proficiency
recommended himfelf to the efteem of a rigorous
mafter. His induftry and faccefs were confpicuoufly
{uperior to his years; the zeal of his application
fo far exceeding the bounds which a delicate confti-
tution prefcribed, as to render it expedient, fome
time afterwards, to remave him to another fchool,
where his labours might be lefs fevere. But the
faithful regard of Mr. Hayward followed him to this

who has teftified his affectionate efteem for his * fofter parent,” by
recording her virtues, and his own obligations, in a pathetic infcrip-
tion to her memory.—Poffeffed of an underftanding of more than
ufual energy, her thoughts were often and deeply converfant with
fubjedts relating to religion ; and her judgment in thefe matters was
fortified and improved by theological ftudy. Her favourite recur-
rence to topics of ferious meditation had even contributed to caft
over her mind a fhade of folicitude, which was fometimes obferved
to mingle with the deeper colouring of defpondency. But her
active duties were cheerfully and affiduoufly performed; and the
warmth of her piety was infufed into the early fentiments of her
charge.
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new fituation, and at length, through earneft en-
treaty, procured his return to the free grammar-
fchool, where he remained during feveral years.

In the autumn of 17 5%, the Warrington Academy
was opened; when the name of Mr. Percival was the
firft enrolled on a numerous and refpe&table lift of
pupils. At this inftitution, whofe celebrity is not
unknown to men of letters, he purfued with un-
abating diligence the claffical ftudies in which he had
already made confiderable progrefs. The Latin com-
pofitions, in particular, which he executed about this
time, difplay the extent not lefs than the accuracy of
his attainments. In the fubfequent and far greater
part of his life, the failure of his eye-fight precluding
him from the perufal of works in fuch languages as
are not made fluently intelligible by a reader, his
intercourfe with the writings of antiquity was in great
meafure relinquifhed ; but he proved the value of his
prefent labours, by manifefting his tafte and his fkill
in compofition even at an advanced age.

It does not appear that Mr. Percival applied with
much afliduity at any period to the cultivation of
mathematical fcience ; nor did his acquirements in
that department extend beyond the limited inftruc-
tions he received during his refidence at the Ware
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Vil MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND WRITINGS

rington Academy, The ftudy of Ethics, however,
which formed an important branch of academical dis.
cipline, attracted his carly curiofity. Guided by an
able mafter, he explored the various and fafcinating
regions of moral fcience ; and imbibed a partiality
for thefe purfuits, which, while it prompted his imme-

diate induflry, furnifhed a fource of the moft grateful + -

occupations of his riper leifure. To ethical he
united theological reading ; and by obferving the
falutary cuftom of devoting the fabbath to thefe
ftudies exclufively, his acquaintance with them foon
became familiar, and even extenfive. His relifh for
enquiries of this kind might, perhaps, be affociated
with the fingular purity or integrity of fentiment
which chara&terifed his moral nature. But his .
labours were encouraged by the afliitance and exam-
ple of a private inftructor, to whom he has acknow-
ledged the deepelt obligations. This friendly afliftant
was the Rev. Joun Seppon; wha had been recently
appointed minifter of a congregation of Proteftant
Diffenters, and whofe abilities raifed him to the
office of Refior Academia, or head of the Inftitution,
at Warrington. It may be added, that the reputa-
tion of this divine extended widely beyond the {phere
of his paftoral conneétions ; whillt his private virtues
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XIl MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND WRITINGS

had for fome time chiefly delighted; and he appears,
by theevidence of his confidential letters, to have felt,
in a lively degree, that infatiable ardour for intellec-
tual improvement, which is at once the prefage and
the inftrument of future eminence. To this propen-
fity the delicacy of his natural conflitution might
probably contribute, by preventing the diverfion of
his tafte to purfuits uncongenial with the habits of 2
ftudent; while his fuccefs in the labours of the clofet
confirmed an early and fortunate partiality. The par-
ticular method which he adopted in his medical ftudies,
may at leaft manifeft his perfevering induftry.  After
carefully perufing, he epitomized and commented upon
the moft valuable treatifes ; he revifed again and again
‘what he had imperfectly written ; and tranfcribed, as
far as he was able, the leGtures of the moft eminent
profeflors. His juvenile manuferipts (which happen
to have been preferved) teftify his application to this
laborious procefs, which laid the folid foundation
of his future fame. In the academical focieties alfo,
and other meetings for the difcuflion of fcientific
fubjedts, he (ultained an adive part with no incon-
fiderable credit; whillt among his aflociates were
feveral individuals who have fince rifen to eminent
eputation, and whofe efforts, like his own, have
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contributed to quicken the progrefs of fcience and
philanthropy.*

Mr. Percival’s afliduity in thefe purfuits, however,
did not preclude him from ufing with care the oppor-
tunities he poflefled of forming an extenfive acquain-
tance with the literary charaters and perfons. of dis-
tin&tion in Edinburgh. He had the good fortune, in
particular, to enjoy frequent and friendly intercourfe
with the rival candidates for hiftoric fame, Mr. Hume,
and Dr. Robertfon. For the former of thefe he feems
to have entertained a ftrong perfonal regard; nor
did he afterwards fuffer his veneration of the man
and the philofopher to be diminifhed by his averfion
from the polemic. ¢ It was impoflible to know Mr.
¢¢ Hume,” (he declares in one of his moral differta-

* Foremoft among the number of his intimate friends and com-
panions, was the late Thomas Butterworth Bayley, efq; of Hope, .
near Manchefter. At an earlier age than Mr. Percival, he went to
Edinburgh, in purfuit of general fcience; and an intimacy was
there formed, which, in the fubfequent period of their lives, was
cherifhed by the moft unreferved intercourfe, and the conftant reci-
procation of good offices. [Vide Biographical Memoirs, &c. vol. ii.
p. 1 A friendfhip, not lefs valued or durable, was there formed
with Dr. Haygarth, of Bath ; the moft frequent of his early corres-
pondents, and the moft intimate of his profeffional friends. Among
the number of his affociates, alfo, were Dr. Falconer, Dr. Aikin, Sir

Lucas Pepys, bart. and feveral others, diftinguithed by their fcien_
tific attainments.

























OF THOMAS PERCIVAL, M. D, xxi

the purfuit of a fhadow; and the FIRST PRINCIPLES
of medical fcience feemed deftined to be the fport of
perpetual uncertainty.

It may not, indeed, appear unaccountable, that a
{cience extending over the animal and intelletual, as
well as the material, kingdom, fhould continue longer
involved in conjeCtural hypothefis, than the more ab-
ftrac or limited fubje&s of inveftigation. The fuccefs,
however, with which philofophers had begun to eluci-
date other departments of e_xperiméntal knovledge,
at length ferved to communicate its proper light to

medical enquiry. The error was gradually acknow-

ledged, of attempting to gain the maftery over fo

comprehenfive a fcience by the folitary powers of the

~ moft vigorous capacity; and a more adequate method

was filently adopted, which, by exercifing the reafon

“and experience of an indefinite multitude, and by

diftributing its labours in due arrangement, has

brought them to bear with united advantage on the

fame common obje&t. The moft enlightened and

powerful minds have been diverted from the form-

- ation of {yftems, to the accurate fcrutiny and faithful
~tecord of the fa&ts which are cognizable by their
fenfes ; whillt men of humbler talents, who formerly

received with acquiefcence the opinions of their .
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-

political not lefs than to medical fcience. ¢ A Scheme
< for ¢flablifbing accurate Bills of Mortality,” which
he had formed with fome care, was explained and
recommended to general ufe, in the fecond of thefe
publications. The plan was approved by able judges,
and was in great meafure adopted by the fuperintend-
ing cnfﬁce;'s of the police of Manchefter. But the
anthor, conceiving that its utility was not fufficiently
underftood, purfued his enquiries into the neighbour-
ing fubject of Population, with a view to illuftrate
more fully the benefit which might be derived from
the inftitution of {yftematic regiffers of mortality, after
the manner he propofed. In thefe relearches he
engaged, in conjunétion with his friend Dr. Price, a
copious and well-known writer on fubjets of this
nature. Ie was indebted alfo for a part of his fta-
. tiftical information to the celebrated Dr. Franklin,*
whofe acquaintance he had long cherifhed with pecu-
liar regard. The refult of his enquiries and arrange-
ment is perhaps calculated for more important ufe

than is generally known ; or it may have happened,

* He correfponded alfo, on thefe fubjed®s, with his refpecled
friends, the late Archb'fhop o Yok, and Dean Tucker; the latter

of whom has adopted his opinions, and quoted his authorities ia
his own woiks,
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¢ the waters continually dafhing fill the air with
¢ {pray and vapour; and where no wind can arife
¢ that does not pafs over much fea, and of courfe
¢ bring much moifture, thefe people are remarkably
¢¢ healthy; and I have long thought, that mere moift
% air has no ill effe& on the conftitution ; though air
¢ impregnated with vapours from putrid marfhes is
¢¢ found pernicious, not from the moilture, but the
e putridity. It feems ftrange, that a man, whofe body
¢ is compofed, in great part, of moift fluid, whofe
¢ bloed and juices are fo watery, who can fwallow
¢ quantities of water and fmall-beer daily without
““ inconvenience, fhould fancy that a little more or
< lefs moifture in the air fhould be of fuch impor-
“ tance. But we abound in abfurdity and inconfift-
““ency. Thus, though it is generally agrecd that
““ taking the air is a good thing, yet what caution
! “againft air! what ftopping of crevices! what
“ wrapping-up in warm clothes, what fhutting of
* doors and windows, even in the midit of fummer !
¢ Many London families go out once a day to take
“ the air, three or four perfons in a coach, one
| * perhaps fick; thefe go three or four miles, or asg
** many turns in Hyde-park, with the glafles both up

‘ . &
¢ clofe, all breathing, ever and over again, the fame
IrDL- 15 ; c 32
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fiderable; and that, in confequence of the extending
fpirit of trade, and growth of manufattures, the
increafe was then proceeding with unexampled rapi-
dity. The comparative healthinefs of different fitua-
tions, employments, and modes of life, was afcer-
tained by a feries of tables, exhibiting the rate of
births, deaths, and marriages, in various places; and
the refult of thefe eftimates abundantly evinced the
infalubrity of large towns and confined occupations,
Not only was it proved that, under fuch circum-
ftances, the caufes of premature mortality are more
prevalent; but it appeared alfo, that the "general
term of life is fhortened in no inconfiderable degree;
the fame habits of life to which the young and the
middle-aged fall a facrifice, rendering the more robuft
or the more fortunate incapable of fupporting the
infirmities of old age.*

* VipE AFPENDIX A,

It appears, that about the prefent period, Dr. Percival had it in
contemplation to offer himfelf candidate for a Fellowfhip in the
College of Phyficians; to which he was advifed by by his much-
efteemed friend, Sir George Baker, who prefented to him the
flattering inducement of becoming the 77 Fellow of the Col.
Iege,. not educated at an Englifh Univerfity. This intention Dr
?ercmﬂ retained for f{ome time 3 but the favourable moment fo;
ifs accompliiment was fought in vain; while unceafing profes-
‘ sional ayocations, added to accidental hindrances, occafioned its

C2













o
&

OF THOMAS PERCIVAL, M. D.  XXXIX

objedts of the Foundation, he had for fome years pro-
moted its fuccefs by his exertions in various depart-
ments. As truflee, he took a fhare in the bufinefs and

refponfibility of its government ; whil(t he frequently
employed his pen, in calling the attention of the pub-
lic to the exifting ftate of the inftitution, and in
{oliciting the pecuniary aid of thofe individuals who
were friendly to its welfare.

It might not be uninterefting, though foreign from
Iﬁ}f prefent defign, to trace the varied fortunes and
progreflive decline of a well-known feminary. At-

trafted by its fingular fame, a band of literary cha-
ra&ers* affembled under its proteétion, and flourifhed,

* The tutors who were firlt appointed to the Warrington
Academy, were the Rev. Dr. Taylor, who removed thither from
Norwich, and the Rev. John Holt. ‘The former will be recognized
as a copious and learned writer of theology, among the Diffenters
of thofe times; and his memory is ftill regarded with veneration,
Shortly afterwards the Rev. Dr. Aikin became tutor in the depart-
ment of claffical literature and belles lettres. To thefe perfon,
fucceeded, at different periods, the Rev. Jofeph Prieftley, LL.D. the
Rev. William Enfield, LL.D. the Rev. Nicholas Clayton, LL.D"
the Rev. George Walker, and Gilbert Wakefield, B.A.'

The above-mentioned graduates, with the exception of the laft,
were indebted for their academic honours to Dr. Percival’s intereft
with the univerfity of Edinburgh; a circumftance which would
fcarcely i‘lﬂ'ﬁ:ﬂ deferved notice, had it not furnifhed an opportunity
of manifefting the refpectable friendj'llﬁp which he had cultivated
with Dr, Robertfon, whilft a ftudent in that univerfity. As fuch
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* the firlt fummer of his refidence at Hart-Hill, was the

publication of a fmall work, Jeutitled, Moral Tales,
Fables, and Reflections; comprehending a collection
of fhort narratives, for the moft part original, calcu-

lated to convey diftinét leflons of moral inftruction.

~ The origin and defign of the performance is thus

-~ explained by the writer :—* As the following tales

¢ and refle&tions will fall into other hands than thofe

¢¢ of the Author’s children, for whofe ufe folely they

 were intended,* it may be proper to acquaint the

¢ reader, that #hree objeés of inftruétion have been
% kept principally in view. The firft and leading
% one is to refine the feelings of the heart, and to
“¢ infpire the mind with the love of moral excellence:
¢¢ and furely nothing can operate more forcibly, thaa
¢ {triking pi¢tures of the beauty of virtue, and the
¢¢ deformity of vice; which at once convince the
¢ judgment, and leave a lalting impreflion on the
¢ imagination. - Dry precepts are little attended to,

¢ and foon forgotten : and if inculcated with feverity,

- ““ produce in youth an averfion to every f{ubjet

“ of ferious refletion; teaching them, as Erafmus

* The volume is infcribed by the author to the Right Hon. the

Countefs of Stamford, and prefented, with an affectionate addrefs,
10 his own childrep. |
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the efforts of a fuperior mind direfted to the hum-
ble, but important office of inculcating the rudiments
! of wifdom and virtue ; whilft the inftructive variety
of knowledge, the pure and correft moral fentiments
with which it abounds, entitle it to the praile of
extraordinary excellence.®* The author, befides, had
in feveral refpeéts the merit of originality; as no pre-
ceding writer in our own country had aimed at
recommending the higher order of virtues, by accom-
modating the examples and illuftrations of their
importance to the capacities of children; nor had
any attempted, in the language of elegant and
~ familiar dialogue, to affociate with the maxims of
~ordinary prudence, thofe finer notions of moral rec-

titude, which dignify the meaneft, and elevate the
moft enlightened, underftandings.

- I may fo far anticipate the completion of this
fcheme of moral inftruétion, asto remark, that, in
- three fucceflive Parts of <¢ Moral Tales and Reflcc-
tions,” the author has adapted the difcoutfe throu gh
which his precepts are conveyed, to the gradual

- advancement of the faculties from youth to maturitys;

'. - . = 5
Dr. Percival adopts as his motto, the following fentiment of
A Cicero +—< Quad munus reipublice ajferre majus melinfoe poffs-
s -y : 3
| s, quam fe-dscemus alguz erudimus juveniutem 2P

i,
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feepticifin, which is obferved to prevail among men,

who, in the maturity of their powers, have {truggled
to reform the plan of their intelleftual education; yet
it mult be admitted that they tend univerfally to {hake
the foundations of juft condué, by deftroying the con-
fidence, and corrupting the teftimonies, of moral judg-

ment. To prevent or to obviate thefe fatal errors,

Dr. Percival deemed the principal objeét, to which

enlightened inftructors fhould direct their aims. He
was of opinion, that, in order to cherifh that fimple
and, confident integrity of charafter, which is the

' noblelt attribute of our nature, it muit ever be found

eflential to refpeét the firlt impreflions of virtue and
obligation, and to expofe to implicit credulity thofe
notions only which fzzh fubfequent experience may
confirm. In this light, it will affuredly appear, that

his own writings poflefs excellencies of the higheft

~order. In bulk, they are infufficient to occupy more

than a fmall portion of juvenile {tudy; but as a mo-

- del, they may ferve to.illuftrate the wifdom and the

practicability of that method of inftruétion for which

 they are defigned ; inculcating, under various forms,

- the fame common principles of condu&, and the fame

fentiments of pure morality, which the minds of wmen
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matical fcience, and the various branches of natural
knowledge, the learner proceeds by a regular feries of
{teps, each fupporting and confirming the other; fo
in {peculative or moral {cience, the proper method of
advancement is eflentially fimilar; with this difference
only, that, as in moral evidence the paflions are un-
avoidably concerned in conjun&ion with reafon, a
ftronger neceflity is fuperadded, for inculcating with

caution thofe cIementar)r principies on which the

conclufions of moral judgment are formed. Among -

the benefits of proceeding by this legimitate method,
not only, it is manifeft, would the pains and the

murtiﬁcu]:‘inn of unlearning former opinions, or reéti-

l fjing former errors, be avoided ; but the alacrity of

improvement would be fortified by confidence, and
the mind would advanee without delay or deviation
in the defirable paths of truth.

It is apparently under the influence of fimilar fen-
timents, that an eloquent and profound moralift
aanticipates in imaginat'ic-n the arrival of that period,
when true philofophy fhall have gained the afcendant

over the opinigns and condué of men; and when

- proper means fhall be employed to fupport it by a

more perfect {yltem of education. ¢ Let us fuppofe

- “for a moment,” fays he,  that this happy @ra
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fays the author, ¢ call forth into a&ion different

¢¢ yirtues, and different talents; and the perfection of
d R0

¢¢ the human characer appears to confilt in the num-

¢ ber and energy of both, which are found united

¢in it. A variety in the purfuits of knowledge -

¢¢ fhould therefore feem to be moft conducive to the
‘¢ growth and vigour of our feveral faculties : for
¢ the adivity of themind, like that of the body, is
¢ increafed by multiplying and diverfifying its exer-
¢ cifes. The brawny arms of the black{mith, and
¢ the ftrong back of the porter, are produced by the
¢ Jong-continued exertion of particular mufcles; but
¢ fuch partial {trength is not to be compared with the
¢ agility we fee difplayed by thofe who have almoft
¢ every moving fibre at command. By an unwearied
¢¢ application to one branch of learning, a man may
¢ perhaps become a proficient in it. But the lefs
¢ confined his views are, the more eafy and fecure
¢ will be the attainment ; becaufe the {ciences, whilft
¢ they invigorate the underftanding, elucidate each
¢ other. It isa fac, I believe, not to be contro-
¢ verted, that the moft diftinguifhed phyficians, phi-
¢ lofophers, and metaphyficians, in ancient as well
“ as in modern times, have been perfons of genera,
“ erudition. The names of Hippocrates, Ariftotle,
d 2
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¢ Jaftic inflitutions; and that fyftem of difcipline and
¢ inftru@ion may be regarded as the beft, which
¢ moft completely infures thefe attainments, with the
« fewelt exceptions, and in the grearelt variety of
¢ cafes. I have long confidered public {chools as
<¢ [otteries, furnithing fome dazzling prizes, but at-
¢ tended with general lofs.  The reafon of this {eems
¢ to be, that youths who poflefs great ambition,
¢ united with great talents, experience in fuch {chools
¢¢ yery powerful incentives to extraordinary excrtions,
¢ in the future profpe®s and dignified witnefles
. % which they afford; circumitances deprefling to
o« thofe of a different turn of mind. Whereas pri-
- ¢ vate {chools cherifh moderate emulation, encourage
‘¢ mediocrity of talents, and thus are better fitted

¢ to exercife and improve the general {cale of human

P

mtelleét. 1 conceive it will be found, that of the

“* number of men who have diltinguifhed themfelves
T i the different walks of {cience, the hrgeﬂ: pro-
¢ portion confifts of thofe who have been educated
‘“in private or the les public feminaries, I could
¢ give d long lift of names in proof of this pofition;
~ “ but fhall content myfelf with mentioning Sir Ifaac
e N’EWWH, Mr. Locke, Dr, Arbuthnot, Mr. Pope,
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inculcating the elements ' of ‘moral and religious wis-
dom. Nor will the explanation of his defign be
deemed altogether unimportant, when it is confidered
that his performances are not lefs confpicuous for their
nrigilnality than their ufefulnefs; that the author has
rendered them attradtive to cultivated minds,* by the
fingular beauty of his {tile and fentiments ; and that
his Jabours were rendered complete, at a diftant pe-
riod of his life, by the publication of more mature
and profound difquifitions on-thofe fubjeéts, whofe
firft principles he had already unfolded. The cha-
rafter of a man of letters, befides, is beft illuftrated
- by an examination of the fcope and the objeét of his
writings ; more efpecially when it has happened, as
in the prefent inftance, that he has exercifed his talents
on various fubjets of matural and moral fcience,
Were the writer of thefe Memoirs, indeed, capable
of doing juftice to the venerable merits of the indivi-
dual, who is the fubje of them, any apology for the
digreflions of this nature might be truly fuperfluous.
But as the charafter of that individual’s mind is

} * The late celebrated Dean Tucker, in a letter to Dr. Percival,

obferves, with his ufual candour, % you are happy in conveying the
“ moft important truths in a drefs fo inviting, that when children
* read, old men are inftrudied,” -
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tricity which influénce the afcent and fufpenfion of
vapours, are fuflicient to explain their precipitation,
and the newly-difcovered mode of defcent. Since rain,
he argues, is precipitated from clouds in confequence
of a fudden deprivation of that eleftric matter, which,
by repelling the attenuated particles of vapour from
each (:.Ithﬁi', preferved their fpecific levity; fo, in the
defcent of thefe particles towards the earth, a further
- communication of their fuperabundant eleétricity to the
furrounding atmofphere progreflively expéndrs the’
 repulfive power, and thus caufes them to coalefce into
drops, increafing in bulk as they approach the furface
of the earth.  “ In confequence of a law of this
¢ nature,” he declares,  a much larger quanticy of
“ rain will fall near to, than at a diftance from, the
¢ earth; and a cloud which fills many thoufand acres
¢ in the higher regions of the air, when the eleive
“ finid operates wpon it with full force, may not
¢ cover one-third of that extent when it has defcended
““n a fhower of rain. To this effe®,” he adds,
. €€ a precipitation of the vapours contained in a diffolved
¢ or diffufed ftate in the lower regions.nf. the atmos-
- ¢ phere, and the influence of gﬁwitatinn in producing
*“ a convergency of the drops of rain, will in fome
€€ degree contribute,”
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quiries Jed him, in conjun&ion with that active phi-
lofopher, to a further profecution of the fubject;
when it happened, that, after purfuing a nearly
fimilar train of experiments, they came to differ on 2
curious queftion refpeéting the influence of this air
on vegetation. The conclufions which Dr. Percival
formed were decifive in favour of the powers of fixed
air in promoting the growth and the prefervation of
plants; whilft thofe of Dr. Prieftley led him to con-
tend for its infalubrious and even deftruétive influence.
The queftion is an important one, as it relates to an
extenfive pruviﬁbn of nature for the purification of
our atmofphere, by the ceconomy of vegetable life.
Succeeding writers, it may therefore be added, have
confirmed the accuracy of Dr, Percival’s conclufions ;
which was alfo candidly acknowledged by his oppo-
nent, on a fublequent occafion.

Unfortunately for the condué of his ftudies,
and ftill more of his {cientific purfuits, Dr. Percival
began to experience, about the prefent period, the
firft fymptoms of that malady in his eye-fight, which
afflited him during the remainder of his life. Its
- origin he afcribed to the habit of reading and wri-
- ging in his carriage during his profeflional journies
to the neighbﬁurhﬁud of Manchefter, As thefe
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might realonably be expefted to excite fome folici-

tude ; efpecially as its approach in the prefent

inftance feemed to be fo clearly marked, that the
“event was for fome time deemed inevitable. Daring
a fhort period, Dr. Percival was compelled to aban-
don thofe purfuits which could no longer be con-
ducted without the afliftance of others: but the inter-
- val of entire ceflation from literary purluits was not
confiderable; and habit {oon reconciled him to the
~ indifpenfable cuftom of emp]nyiﬁg amanuenfes. In
the {ubfequent courfe of his life, {carcely any alter-
~ ation was obfervable in the extreme fenfibility of the

nerves of his eye, or the tendency to acute pain, on

any trilling exertion beyond the ordinary limit; fo

that in all the operations of ftudy he became depen-
dent on the offices of a domeftic affittant. It may be
nhﬁa:rved, however, that the facility which he acquired

in di¢tating his literary compofitions, and various
correfpondence, was fingularly happy ; whilft in Jis-
 tening to the reading of others, he ufed to aflert, that
he experienced a fenfible advantage over his former
method, in colletting his thonghts, and exercifing his
faculties, on any fubje@ of ferious inveftigation.

- Neither did the cheerfulnefs of his manners, nor the
habitual ferenity of his temper, fuffer in the flighteft
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as the commencement of a feries of Moral Efiays,
in the Socratic manner of collequial differtation ; and
the writer has thus explained the fcheme of his
work :—*¢ The Difcourfe forms the firft part of a
¢ plan which he has long had in contemplation, of
« teaching his elder children the moft important
¢¢ branches of Tthics, viz. weracity, faithfulnefs, jus-
€ pice, and benevolence, in a fyftematic and experimen-
¢ tal manner, by examples. But various caufes,”
it is added, ¢ have hitherto prevented, and will pro-
*¢ bably continue to prevent, the completion of his
« defign. e cordially withes, therefore, that {fome
¢ moralilt of more leifure and fuperior abilities, into
¢ whofe hands this piece may fall, would execute in

¢ its full extent what is here fo partially and imper-
- ¢ feétly attempted.” |

“ Loy préjugé, élendent les idées, fortifient Pefprit, préfervent de
¢ [ifiveté ef du vice, et infpirent Phumanité, le défintérefement, et
 Pamour du bien public.  Ce délaffement le plus noble de tous, a étd
€ celui des plus grands Magifrats, tels que les P Hopital, les de T Fou,
- % Jes Lanwignon, les Montefquicu, et les Dagueffean.  Les affaires
* publiques, dont ils &toient chargés, ne les empéchoient pas de vivre
& auee la ﬁﬂy@‘;, ‘comme Pont fait parmi nos contempeorains Fré-
& dervic I1. et Frankling ed parmi les anciens Ceéfar et Cicéron, qui
<€ mouverncient le plus grand empire qui ait jamais exifté, et qui
“ nons ont cependant laiffé des chefi-Lwnvres litteraires”—Preface
de Tradufteur.
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¢« ample affuages them, or animates them {ets paf-
¢ fion on the fide of judgment, and makes’the whole
< man of a piece, which is more than the ftmngeﬂ:
< yeafon or the cleareft demonftration can do; and
¢ thus forming habits by repetition, example fecures
¢¢ the obfervance of thofe precepts which example
¢ infinnated.” g

~ The ftudies which led Dr. Percival to thefe ufeful,
though lefs confiderable, efforts of his genius, formed
in truth the moft grateful occupation of his leifure
hours. The ftudy of the human mind in general,
and efpecially of its moral conflitution, opened a wide
field to his fpeculative curiofity ; while the -partiaﬁt]r
for fuch mveftigations which he had imbibed from
the earlieft period of his voluntary application to
books, feemed even ‘to ‘increafe with his advancing
years. Of his particular fentiments in Morals, it
were {uperfluous to offer any detail in thefe pages;
as his own compofitions furnith the belt {tatement
of them, and of the evidence on \;rhth they were
founded. But it will be obferved by the reader, that
Dr. Percival’s literary correfpondence often betrays
~ his attachment to {peculations of this kind ; and it
might be added, that his converfation not unfre-
quentiy manifefteda tendency to pﬂi]afophica] accuracy
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ﬁf Dr. Percival’s writings, no lefs than in his diftin&
ethical diflertations, the traces of thofe clear and com-
prehenfive views of moral fcience which the author
delighted to form, and on which he built the moft
 flattering conceptions of the probable influence of
reafon and philofophy in accelerating the advance-
ment of the race. f
We come next to a period, deferving of notice, as
the zra in which the fubje& of this memoir, in con-
junétion with other leading inhabitants of Manchefter,.
eftablithed the Literary and Philofopbical Society of
that town. The inftitution derived its origin from
the ftated weekly meetings for converfation, which
Dr. Percival held at his own houfe; the refort of the
Eterar}r charadters, the principal inhabitants, and of
occafional ftrangers. As thefe meetings became
more numerous, it was in time found convenient to
transfer them to a tavern, and to conftitute a few
rules for the better direftion of their proceedings.
The members thus infenfibly formed themfelves into
- a Club; which was fupported with fo much fuccefs,
as at length, in the year 1781, to affume the more
¥ Inthe preceeding year (1786) Dr. Percival fﬁ{tained the mis

fortune of lofing two children, of early age, within the interval of

!;'f“‘ days. The lines which he infcribed to their memory, are
unferted in Arrinprx C.

€2
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Saciety were condudted ; and that in the general
bufinefs of the inftitution his exertions were employed
 through life with the happieft fuccefs. His attend-
ance at the meetings, (which were held on each
alternate Friday during the winter feafon,) was rarely
prevented by any other circumftance than the inter-
ruption of health; his literary contributions were
frequent and valuable ; while his active zeal, not lefs
than his candour and moderation, peculiarly qualified
him for the leading office he fuftained. His powers
both of comprehenfion and difcourfe were fome-
times called forth to confiderable exercife ; and
perhaps on no occafion were his talents more fully
exerted, or more charatteriftically manifeft, than
when prefiding over the debates of the Society he at
once guided and {yftematized the topics of animated
difcuffion. To thefe qualifications, and to the inflex-
ible dignity of his condud, he was indebted for his

i

in forming feveral eftablifhments of public utility in the town where
they refided. Dr. Percival’s acquaintance with Mr. Henry com-
menced at- a {fomewhat later period; but their reciprocal regard
was not lefs warm or lafting. The fimilarity of their profeflional
engagements rendered their intercourfe frequent ; and the medica)
writings by which they are both known to the public, have often
recorded their common labours. In private life alfo their attachment
- was ftrengthened by the moft zealous and uninterrupted efteem,
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¥

and Sciences) provided only a proper number and fuc-
ceflion of teachers, the young men who liftened ta
their inftructions exercifed that privilege voluntarily
and promifcuoufly. At certain rates of fubfcription
they attended any one or all of the public lectures,
which were diftributed at convenient hours of the
day: and fo liberal was the {pirit and the wealth
of the inhabitants, that little doubt was entertained
of the popular {uccefs of the fcheme.* From caufes
however, which were then perhaps not fully under-
ftood, and for which it would now be altogether
vain to enquire, the inftitution was found to decline
even in its firflt moments; and after two winters
of unfavourable trial, was at length relu&tantly
- abandoned. .

In the year 147835, the Literary and Philofophical
Society of Manchefter publithed the firft volumes of
its Memoirs; which, by means of Dr, Percival’s appli-
cation to the firft Lord of the Treafury, were dedi-

* The Lord Licutenant and the Members of, Parliament for the
County were nominatcd patrons; and Dr. Percival was elected
prefident of the inftitution. The plan and code of rules relating
to its proceedings were drawn up by the Rev. Dr. Barnes; and it
may be added, that the general defign has been imitated and illus_
trated on a larger fcale, in the Ra_faf and London Inflirutions:
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The Speculations concerning the perceptive powers
of Vegetables, (which are inferted in the fecond
volume of thefe ¢ Memoirs,””) have attradted {ome
attention, as a philofophical attempt to illuftrate an
ingenious but fanciful hypothefis. The proofs which
the author has adduced in fupport of his arguments,
are not only various and {triking, but as far as ana-
Jlﬂg:;'c:mr avail, their authority is decifive. “ In all
¢ enquiries into truth, whether natural or moral,”
fays Dr. Percival, ¢ it is neceflary to take into pre-
¢ vious confideration the kind of evidence which the
¢ fubjet admits, and the degree of it which is fuffi-
¢ cient to afford fatisfaction to the mind. Demon-
&¢ {trative evidence is abfolute and without gradation;
““ but probable evidence afcends by regular fteps,
¢ from the loweft prefumption to the higheft moral
%€ certainty. A {ingle prefumption is indeed of little
< weight; but aferies of fuch imperfe&t proofs may
¢ produce the fulleft convition. The ftrength of
¢ belief, however, may often be greater than is pro-
¢¢ portionate to the force and number of thefe proofs,
““¢ either individually or colleétively confidered. For
- ¢ as unncertainty is always painful to the under-
: E‘ ftanding, very flight evidence, if the fubjeét admit

- “¢ of no other, fometimes amounts to credibility. This
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Another paper which Dr. Percival contributed to
thefe Volames, relates to the Purfuiis of Lxperimental
Philofophy; which the writer recommends w' t.h Peculiar
felicity to thofe who have leifure and abilities for {cien-

tific refearch. He at the fame time expatiates on
the value of that knowledge which is derived from a
‘careful obfervation of the phenomena of nature; and
in the fearch for general principles, inculcates the fa-
‘Jutary maxim of confining our fpeculations within the
precife boundary of legitimate induction. . Home, natura
.».miﬂfﬁer et interpres, tantum facit et intelligit, quantum
de nature ordine, re wel mente, obfervaverit; nec am-
plius fcit aut poteft.* In moral as in phyfical fﬂiem:e,
he faw clearly the fundamental error of thofe {yftems
which preferibe the ftudy of wniverfal truths, or re”
* commend prematurely the procefs of generalization.
- Befides their dire& tendency to retard the progrefs of
{cience, by inverting the order of inquiry, he was of
opinion that they contribute to cherith a {pirit of
philofophical {cepticifm, by leading the mind to con-
found fenfible with {peculative truth, and to reft its
belief on a mixed foundation of fatt and hypothefis,
- whofe union is altogether imaginary, Notwithftand-

ing his admiration, therefore, of the genius of the

* Bacon]|
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fufed ; whillt the career of {uccefs which attended the
invcftlgutinﬁs of a few philofophers, feemed to open
at once immeafurable fields of curiofity and wonder.
Some of the refults of Dr. Percival’s inquiries have
‘already been nnti;:ed; and the greater part of them
‘are on record in thofe volumes of ¢ Effays,” which
he fucceflively prefented to the world.

~ The a&tive and leading intereft which the Subjet of
-thefe Memoirs was accuftomed to take in the affairs of
‘the Manchefter Academy, may render it proper, at
‘this period of the narrative, to offer a very brief
‘account of its origin and conftitution. In the year
1785, feveral of the principal inhabitants of Man-
«chefter formed the defign of inftituting a feminary
for the education of Proteftant Diffenting Minis-
ters, fimilar to that which was on the eve of being
 diffolved at Warrington. The local exertions of a
few individuals were feconded by the liberal aid of a
great body of opulent diffenters in various parts of the
kingdom.  Their numbers alone might render fuch
an eftablifhament a meafure of popular intereft; and -
~ their experience of the benefit and the credit of fimilar
foundations, for the inftruction of their clergy, might
be expedted to fecure a continuance of that {upport,

It was conceived that the town of Manchefter was in
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ment of the inftitution was vefted in the hands of
thefe tutors; but the committee, or the body of
truftees at large, retained for-themfelves the power of
fufpending or removing them in cafe of the neglect
or violation of their duty. Everyappeal alfo from the
inferior members of the Academy was referred to
thofe affemblies; fo that the laws which difpenfed
immediate authority to the tutors, rendered their con-
- du& at all times amenable to the prefiding body.
- The primary objec of the Foundation was avoivedly
to provide the means of a liberal and fyftematic edu-
~ cation for the Clergy of Proteftant Diffent. To the
Judents of divinity, a term of refidence for the fpace

| of five years was prefcribed ; a regular feries of lec-
. tures and ftudy was direed to be purfued; and in
the end, although the Academy poffefled no patron-
age, and fupported no ina&ive members, yet the
recommendation of the tutors might have confiderable
influence, in procuring eligible fituations for fuch as
accomplithed with credit the exercifes of their pro-
bation. The expence of their inftruction was in the
mean time defrayed by the funds of the inftitution ;
‘and fome additional {upport was granted them, by
annual ftipends from the fame fource. But the num-

. ber ofthis clafs of ftudents formed a fmall part of
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| pofes were fulfilled by the regular admittance,
| ipftru&ion, and fupport, of candidates for the Minis-

terial office; while its utility as a place of general

. improvement for the fons of commercial men, was

. evinced by the numbers both of Churchmen and

Without

Diflenters who were there educated.

" venturing to inquire into the caufes of the temporary

\ fuccefs or gradual decline of this Seminary, it may

be obferved, (in order to prevent the neceflity of
again recurring to its hiftory,) that its fate eventu-
ally refembled that of the Warrington Academy.
Alike defigned by prudent and able patrons, _zmd
fupported by the adive fervices of many diftin-

guifhed individuals, a longer term of duration might,

| perhaps, with reafon, have been expefted; but

. the vigour of both feemed to languith with the

decay of that fpirit from which they derived their
m:igiu_; and an indifferent obferver of their fall
might thence have embraced the opinion, that fuch
eftablithments ‘cannot be fecured on a permanent
foundation, without the aid of Royal bounty, or

“Parliamentary provifion.*

© % Iam indcbted to the Rev, Dr. Barnes, (who, during a period
of twelve years, difcharged the duties of Profeffor of Divinity, with
diftinguifhed ability,) for the following brief ftatement refpecting the
fevenues, and the ftudents, of the Academy. The number of the
VOR TN, f
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- period, he became alfo a member of the ¢ Royal
¢ Society of Edinburgh,” and the ¢ Medical Society

¢ in London.” i

- It has happened, (I believe, accideatally,) that

- the Correfpondence which Dr. Percival mamtained
with his various literary friends, has been preferved
more entire, during fome yearsabout thetimeat prefent ¢

. under review, than at any other period of his life.
" In his own letters may be found a faithful image of
. the mind from whence they proceeded; a reprefenta- ‘

tion of the lively and unaffe@ed zeal with which he

employed his fervices for the public good ; and fome ':1
| teftimonies of the liberal and enlightened principles i
. which governed his condué. Hi
. No apology, I truft, will be required for inter- "J
rupting the form of the prefent narrative, by intro- b

ducing a felection from thefe Letters. It may be
deemed fortunate, on the contrary, that they fupply
the hiftory of a period of which a diftin® and conti-

nued account could not cafily have been given; I:'L’
whilft they difclofe the fentiments and condué of the Eji
Writer on various occafions of more than temporary 4 I"
intereft.  On fome of the topics which form the ‘

fubjets of thefe letters, it may be proper to offer a

| f 2 ‘
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made known to the legiflature,) was the Subjet of
i thefe memoirs. No fooner, however, was a general
Addrefs propofed, than it was widely and eagerly ac-
ceded to; neighbouring towns imitated the example 3
and a fpirit of enthufiafm in the caufe of equity and
freedom difplayed itfelf in all parts of the kingdom.
Great, tl1eréfore, and even unexpected, was the difap-
pointment diffufed on the failure of thefe patriotic
exertions. The confidence of the petitiohers, it might
‘ be added, has never fince been effeftually revived ;
nor has the fame meafure been again reforted to with
equal alacrity, or fimilar anticipations of fuccefs.
About the period when addreffes were prefented
to Parliament for the abolition of tﬁe Slave-Trade, the
Proteftant Diflenters. renewed their application for
relief from the Corporation and Teff Ads. In the
object of both thefe applications there were undoubt«
edly fome circumftances of congeniality; and the
zeal which was manifefted in each might poflibly
borrow fomething from its kindred to the other.
The latter, indeed, muft be confidered as the effort
of a fmall part of the community contending for civil
-and religious privileges on equal terms with the reft;

the former, as the unfought exertion of a promifcuous

public in behalf of the natural rights of juftice and
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OF THOMAS PERCIVAL, M. D.  Ixxxvil

was neither felt nor approved by the Subjeét of
this narrative. In conformity with the relt of the
refpectable body to which he was attached, and with
many of the clergy and laity of the Eftablithment, he

deemed the Telt-A&s ufelefs and impolitic as reftric-

tions, and highly invidious, as a mark of feparation
among declared proteftants.  Conceiving them to be
at the fame time inconfiftent with the free fpirit of
our Conftitution, and grievous to thofe againft whom
they are diretted, he was anxious to promote the
firft judicious efforts that were made for their remo-
val. But when the legiflature firmly refifted, he
thought it the wifer part to paufe in filent acquies-
cence; with the hope, perhaps, that in a more
enlightened or tranquil period, the claims which were

denied as a requifition, might be granted as a boon.

Befides the topics above {tated, which come under |

difcuflion in the following Correfpondence, there are
others not inferior in importance, which do not,
however, require to be anticipated or explained.
- Two circumftances only occur to be noticed ; the
publication of a volume c_:-f: Moral and Literary Dis-

sertations, in the year 1788; and of An Enquiry mnte

the Principles, and Limits of Taxation, as a Branch
of Moral and Political Philofophy, which was inferted
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OF THOMAS PERCIVAL, 1I. D, xck

encomiaft, you have touched with delicate cenfure
fome of. the failings to which this great man was
'~ incident, and from which, indeed, it is not the lot of
humanity to be exempt. In the 147th page, you
particularly mention ¢ his promptitude in adopting
¢ opinions, and tenacious retention of them.” I know
thar Dr. Fothergill has been condemned by his bre-
thren of the faculty on this account, but I think with-
out fufficient candour or indulgence. There was no
profeffional or intellectual talent on which he valued
himfelf fo highly, as his fkiil in the difcrimination of
difeates. This fkill he certainly poffefled in a very
eminent degree, and as it is the refult of extenfive
experience, and accurate obfervation, aided by a quick
apprehenfion and enlarged underftanding, it gradu- -

. ally becomes an almoft inftantaneous or intuitive
operation of the judgment, which claims implicit
affent to all its decifions. Such being the conftitution
of the human mind, we cannot be furprized at the
Promptnefs of Dr. Fothergill in forming his opinicns,

. or that he repoled a confidence in them not always
- proportioned to the degree of their probability. We
- ;l'lilji" add too, that the mul'tipli;::it}r and rapid fucceflion
of his practice admitting not of doubt or hefitation,

- 'Was compelled to act upon the evidence which each
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No. IIL

From Dr. Aixin to the fame.

, ¢ Warrington, 1784.
<« WHEN I had the pleafure of feeing you laft at

~ Warrington, the difcourfe in which we were en-
oaged made me entirely forget the acknowledgments
I ought to have paid for your late very agreeable
and clegant prefent.* There is no circumftance in
the literary hiftory of the prefent age more pleafing,
than the attention which has been paid by writers
of the greatelt abilities and reputation to the in-
~ flru&tion of young minds, by works formed on 2
much better plan for that purpofe than the genera-
~ lity of thofe before extant. Your produdtions and
example in this paiﬁt have been of the gréateﬂ: atility.
I hope you will be animated by a confcioufnefs of
the good you are doing, to proceed in the fame walk,
and complete your well-conceived plans.
“ 1 have formerly taken the liberty to exprefs to

you my peculiar fatisfaction in the defign of zeaching

* Moral Tales, Fables, and Refle&ions.
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¢¢ T have been lately readi;';g a moflt entertaining
work, Huet, de Rebus ad éum ,p;rﬁnenﬁbm,- from
which I cannot forbear copying a line or two of the
chara&er of Salmafius; as I think you will at once
be ftruck with its applicaﬁ]enei's to a very refpectable
acquaintance of ours. ¢ Si guis ccrte animum ejus
atque mores et firipta aftimare welit, arrogans fuiffé
videatur, contumax fibique prafidens ;- at in ufu et.
confuetudine wite nibil placidius, nibil mitius ; :;mf.r,;
etiam urbanus, et gfficii plenus.’

¢ Mr.
he has fent me from Warner on the Eyes; in which

has much furprized me by a quotation

he afferts, that all his patients in the jaundice faw
yellow. T had perfectly agreed with ynﬁ, from my
own experience and enquiries, in confidering this as
a vulgar error; but fuch a modern and apparently
refpe&ai:lg witnefs on the other fide ftaggers me;
and yet I {till think the fa& improbable in itfelf, and
can fearcely conceive that nature would be fo varia-
- ble in fuch acircumftance, as that it fhould happen to

- allone perfon’s patients, and to none of another’s.”

VOL. I. g
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tion. It has greatly diverfified my ftudies, has often
checked the fallies of levity, and {trengthened a-H the
good impreflions of a virtuous and pious education.
You know I am free from any fuperftitious veneration
for times and feafons ; but every office requires fome
' ~ ftated order in its performance. I do not mean to
recommend the difcuflion of moral or theological topics
at your meetings ; for fuch differtations among young
men are feldom fubfervient to any good. But I
wifh to fuggeft to you the propriety of affembling
on fome other day of the week, if you can eafily
prevail with your friends to comply with fuch a

propofal,’ | # ¥ x xS

No. V.

Erom the fame to Doltor HarcarTH.

¢ Manchefter, 1785, °
“ YOUR letter has been delayed in the pofts

office, or I thould have written to you fooner, ** *
I {aw a letter from Mr. Howard, dated November 2d,
from the Lazaretto, near Venice, He complains,

that it is extremely cold, and very dirty; but fays,
g2








































































































































































































































































































































CCViil MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND WRITINGS

Dr. Percival has avowed, in the publication which
has led to this digreflion, that ¢ at an early period of
¢ life his faith in Chriftianity was ftaggered for 2
¢ while by the perufal of Mr. Hume’s Effay on Mira-

3

“ cles.”” The circumftance will not be deemed difcre-
ditable to his fagacity, nor the relation of it an
unfavourable teftimony of the ingenuoufnefs of his
" niind. = He has frequently, however, declared, that
his faith was at no long interval again thoroughly
confirmed ; and he attributed the final removal 'of his
doubts to the powerful reafoning and copious illuftra-
tion of Butler; a writer whom he ever efteemed the
chief pillar of Chriftian dorine. ¢ Your attache
¢¢ ment to Butler’s Analogy,” fays he in a letter to
his fon, *¢ is very fatisfattory to me. To no book
¢ amI under fo great obligations ; for by the attens
‘¢ tive perufal of it my full conviétion of the truths
- ¢ of Chriftianity was reftored.”

Shortly after the publication of the Third Part
of @ Father’s Inftrutions was difmifled from his hands,
Dr. Percival engaged ferioufly in the prefecution of a
work which has already been noticed under the title
of Medical Jurifprudence. Having availed himfelf
of the opinions and the criticifms of his principal cor-

refpondents, he proceeded with more confidence in























































CCXXVI MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND WRITINGS

which, it has already been obferved, was for fome
time fufpended, and afterwards relinquithed, frﬁm
religious fcruples concerning fibfcription—~—He
delighted at all times to indulge in the contemplation

of the rational and moral conftitution of man, of his
various duties, and his capacity for happinefs and
improvement; and feemed to derive a pleafure moft
congenial to his mind from the illuftrations that were
thus afforded him of the wif{dom and beneficence of
the divine government. Perhaps, indeed, in the
retirement of the clofet his fpeculations fometimes
became too enlarged and too refined for the adual
condition of mankind; and the benevolence of the
philofopher might not always be correfted or fub-
dued by the experience of the man. But even when
~ his fpeculations were purfued thus far, they testified
the uncommon clearnefs and delicacy of his percep-
tions, the wide' raﬁge of his views, and the uniform
elegance of his tafte.

Neither the {tudies, however, ner the information
of Dr. Percival, were confined to particular walks of
knowledge. His claim to the title of a Scholar was
by no means inconfiderable; and had not his inter-
courfe with the writings of antiquity been interrupted
by profeffional purfuits, in conjunétion with the ug-
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