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28 MEDICAL LECTURES :

struction, I am satisfied that two years, the last two
of study, if in constant conjunction with clinical
lectures, and relieved from a crush of other lectures,
are enough; but I have no objection to yield a
portion of a third year to the sanguine admirers of
“ hospital walking,” if they insist upon it.

I have turned the matter over and over, and looked
at 1t on all sides, and the result is, that the Council
may easily attain its object by thus altering the
length of the sessions; but that they can never do
so by dealing with sessions of five or six months and
three months, without either a most inconvenient
complexity of attendances, or without injuriously
maiming sundry important branches of instruction.

One thing more, however, 1s necessary, otherwise
the student can never cultivate unembarrassed the
practice of his profession in the latter years of study.
The system of examinations must be radically
changed. As they stand, I declare my convietion,
based on an experience which few possess, that the
present system gives no satisfaction that the judg-
ments of University Faculties and other Examination
Boards are always richt. Nor can any one fail to see
that the suspension of multifarious examinations over
a student’s head during all his student days, must be
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a sad obstruction to spontaneous study, and especially

to that habit of reflection, without which eclinical and
hospital observation becomes an empty unproductive
routine.

But introduce Class Examinations, and the only
remaining difficulty is at an end. I do not mean the
weekly oral examinations which some teachers add
to their lectures, and of which the value has been
generally much overrated. 1 mean formal written
examinations on carefully set questions, held three
or four times in a session, judged of with the aid of
previously affixed “numbers of merit,” and carry-
ing the privilege of exemption from future Faculty
Examinations on all but matters of pure practice.
Under such a system, skilfully followed out, we
shall secure the student’s diligence and attention ;
we should examine him when he ought to be best
prepared ; we poing out to him his defects in good
time for their being remedied ; we allow him time
to part with those details, which a teacher must
impress in order to inculcate principles, but which
are a fearful burden to him if he has to carry them
for years till he enter the examination-room ; and
above all, we render the subjects and amount of
examination so great that an error of judgment, for
or against the student, is most improbable. I have





















