Medical histories and reflections / by John Ferriar.

Contributors

Ferriar, John, 1761-1815.
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh

Publication/Creation
Warrington : printed by W. Eyres, for T. Cadell, London, 1792-1813.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/fvbjegvt

Provider

Royal College of Physicians Edinburgh

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. The original may be consulted at
the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. where the originals may be
consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
























































































20 UNCOMMON SPASMODIC CASE.

termiffions of which fcarcely allowed
her time to receive any food) ten grains
of opium, a feruple of mufk, and a fcru-
ple of camphor were thrown in. The
confequence was, that the pain was
immediately relieved ; the jaw did not
fix : and the convulfions ceafed. The
irritation on the furface was fo great,
that the had very little fleep during the
night; and next day the ufual figns of
a fit appeared, but an equal dofe of the
pills being adminiftered, the threaten-
ing {ymptoms went off, and left her
tolerably eafy. After feveral repulfes
of this kind, the tendency to renew
the paroxyfms gradually ceafed, and
the opiate was proportionably dimi-
nifhed. The eruption decayed in the
fame proportion with the fits ; and in
a fhorter time than I had expe&ed, her
fkin was ¢éntirely clear, and fhe was
able to work as ufual.

I have occafionally inquired after her,
and found that fhe has continued per-
fectly





































32 REMEDIES OF DROPSY.

times. Half the quantity of gamboge
anfwered afterwards. No remarkable
benefit was derived from his medicines
for fome time. His habit was very
coftive, and the purgative was fo often
required, that the regular ufe of the
digitalis was not begun till the middle
of April. His {wellings then began to
give way ; he took at laft two grains
daily. On the fifth of June, he was
almoft entirely emptied ; and was then
made an out-patient, at his own earneft
requeft. The dilatation of the heart
did not feem to proceed with much
rapidity. Little difference could be
perceived in it, when he left the houfe.
On the fifteenth of September, he ap-
plied to me again, and was re-admitted.
His {wellings were now much greater,
and his difficulty of breathing was very
harrafling; the fcrotum was diftended
to fuch a degree, that the penis was
almoft buried. His urine was again

fcanty. The heart now feemed more
dilated,















REMEDIES OF DROPSY. 37

for fome weeks. When he took four
grains a day, his pulfe was rendered
{enfibly flower, and he became very
drowfy. I therefore ftopped at that
quantity, and continued the fame dofe
every day for a week longer. But the
narcotic effe&s were {o continued, that
I durft go no farther. His urine was
never increafed by it. The fequel of
this cafe comes under another remedy.

HISTORY XV.

Betty Williamfon, aged thirty, ad-
mitted Nov. 9, 1789, was anafarcous
in her lower extremities, and there was
reafon to fear the approach of afcites.
She had a violent cough, and a large
expectoration, which had fome ap-
pearance of pus. She took the digi-
talis as ufual : it produced in a few
days, violent ficknefs and vomiting, but
did not leflen her fwellings. I there-
fore difcontinued its ufe.
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REMEDIES OF DROPSY. 39

September, with an incipient afcites.
He took the infufum digitalis, to the
extent of five or fix {poonfuls a day, by
a gradual augmentation. This quantity
brought on a large flow of urine, and
his belly diminithed. He was much
emaciated, when I firft faw him, and
had a caries in the bones of the carpus
of the right hand. In the middle of
O&ober, he was attacked with feverifh
{ymptoms, and complained of a fore
throat. On infpection, a dark-coloured
inflammation appeared in the fauces.
He was ordered bark, and aftringent
gargles, and foon got better ; but he
looked extremely ill, his belly filled
again, and his lower extremities be-
came anafarcous. The digitalis was
now repeated, and a tonic courfe joined
with it. His urine again flowed largely,
but the fwellings were not leflened.
In the beginning of November he was
attacked by.a fudden pain in his bow-
¢ls, on which the former courfe was

D 4 fufpended,















" REMEDIES OF DROPSY.

¢ the trocar was to be introduced, to
¢ avoid wounding any confiderable
‘¢ blood-veflel. A large quantity of
¢¢ watery fluid was evacuated, and to-
¢¢ wards the conclufion of the dif-
‘¢ charge it was tinged of a reddith
¢ colour. On withdrawing the ca-
¢ nula, I was much alarmed with the
¢¢ appearance of a confiderable flow of
¢ blood, expeting no lefs than the
‘¢ immediate death of my patient, from
¢¢ his very debilitated ftate previous to
¢ the operation. The colour, how-
¢ ever, refembled that of venous blood,
¢ and I found the effufion was ftopped
“ by compreffion. Styptic applica-
¢ tions were therefore made, and the
¢ compreflion was continued for fome

¢ time, which had the defired effect.

““ On infpeting the body after
‘¢ death, which happened in a few
‘¢ days, I had the fatisfaion to find,
“ that not the fmalleft quantity of

““ blood
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48 REMEDIES OF DROPSY.

¢ The fluid has been evacuated at
‘¢ the navel, only when there has been
¢ a particular fwelling there, and an
“ evident fluctuation under the thin
““ integuments.

‘¢ It has been performed at the dif-
¢ tance of four fingers breadth from
¢ the navel, on the right or left fide,
~ ““as circumftances indicated, to avoid
¢ the re&i mufeles ; but in the dif-
¢¢ tended ftate of the abdomen it would
‘“ nearly get into them, and, there-
¢ fore, do juft the reverfe of what
¢ was intended. From particular opi-
‘¢ nions refpecting the difeafe, it was
¢ propofed by Albucafis, Avicenna
¢ and others to make the opening at
¢ the fame diftance dire&ly below the
‘“ pavel ; but this was afterwards dif-
““ carded from phyfiological opinions
‘“ refpeting the nature of tendons.
““ From the moft attentive confidera-
“ tion I am able to give the fubjeé,

1 am,
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(40 EFIDEMIC FEVER

colour of the integuments. She felt
often a violent throbbing in it, and was
feized with fhiverings feveral times in
the courfe of the day. She now paffed
under the care of another praétitioner,
and I only know, in general, that the
tumour burft externally, and that fhe
recovered. If, as there was reafon to
{ufpe, this was an abfcefs of the liver,
the cafe may be added to the number
of fortunate efcapes.

In fome inftances, where conftant
ftupor and low delirium prevailed,
with rednefs of the tunica albuginea,
and a dark-red fulnefs overfpread the
face, I found bleeding with leeches in
the temples, fucceeded by moderate
dofes of bark, combined with muik,
very ufeful. Towards autumn, 1790,
feveral cafes of petechial fever occurred
to me, and, in one quarter of the town,
the typhus was complicated with an
inflammatory affeion of the perito-

neum.
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vi PR EFACE.

lay before the public the fruits
of two years’ additional labour ¢
and I am encouraged by consid-
ering, that the most splendid
theories must be ultimately
judged by careful, and repeated
observation.

I confess myself to be among
the number of those who think,
that after all the improvements
in medicine, to which the pre-
sent century has given rise, the
science is not ripe for a final ar-
rangement.  Physicians have
not pursued the instructions of
Bacon, for a period of time suf-
ficient to have fulfilled his in-
tentions ; and I cannot perceive,

that












. PREFACE.

difficult to unriddle. = Hence
results a neglect of medical liter-
ature, and hence the pernicious
habit of regarding as new, what-
ever has not appeared in the
publications of the last half-
century.

To those who indulge a hope
that a new @ra is opening in
medicine, that the springs of liv-
ing Nature are discovered, and
that their direction will hence-
forth be placed in the hands of
the chemical physician, these re-
marks may appear obsolete and
discouraging. But from my ex-
perience of the effects of pneu-
matic medicine, I am inclined

fo



PREFACE. X1

to believe, that its real import-
ance will not be quickly ascer-
tained. It may form a valuable
addition to the Materia Medica,
but I do not expect from it a
renovation of the science of
medicine 1itself.

Whatever may be the opinion
formed of my conclusions, I
hope the following collection
will be found accurate in point
of facts. In the practice of
medicine, as in all other occur-
rences, we derive instruction,
not less from disappointment
than from success. It 1s, indeed,
painful to hear of plans discon-

certed, and opinions contradict-

ed






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































