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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

TuEe previous (second) edition of this work appeared in Janu-
ary 1856, by the command of the Most Noble the Marquis of
Dalhousie, Governor-General of India, conveyed in the letter of
which a copy is subjoined:

: No. 1342,
From
C. ALLEN, Esq.,
Offir. Secretary fo the Government of India,
To

NORMAN CHEVERS, Esq., M.D.

Dated the 15th December 1854,
Home Department.

Sig,
I am directed to inform you that the Most Noble the Governor-

General in Couneil has read, with the greatest interest, your able and valuable
Report on Medical Jurisprudence published in the Indian Annals of Medical
Science,

2, His Lordship in Couneil is of opinion that the distribution of this Report,
among the Magistrates and Political Officers in India, would be a most useful
measure ; and, with reference to your two letters dated respectively the 4ih and
5th instant, is pleased to subscribe for 500 copies, of which 100 copies will be
placed at your disposal, and 400 copies distributed to Judicial Officers.

3. His Lordship in Council accepts your offer to correct the press and to
make such alterations and additions to the Report as may be necessary. When
you have done this, you will be good enough to have the 500 copies subscribed
for, printed at the expense of the Government, and 400 of them forwarded
to this office. |

I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

C. ALLEN,
Offy. Secy. fo the Government of” fndia,




i PREFACE.

Gratifying as this arrangement, which was carried out in
strict obedience, was to myself, it tended considerably to limit
the publicity of my work, copies of which are only to be found in
Magistrates’ and Judges’ Offices, and in a few Indian Libraries.
In fact, the second edition of the work was never published, in
the booksellers’ sense of the term ; and it is now =o rare that
I have been obliged to spoil my only remaining copy in print-
ing the present edition.

This is not an elementary treatise on Medical Jurisprudence.
It is a system for India intended to be used by those who have
already mastered the science of Legal Medicine as it stands,
well-nigh complete for Europe, in the works of Taylor, Casper,
and Guy.

The work, as it is now offered, has been re-arranged, and,
in a great measure, re-written. Not only have the contents
of the book been doubled, nearly every subject having received
fresh illustration, but the scope of the work has been greatly
enlarged, and the view of the whole subject presented to the
reader is very much clearer and more extensive than that which
was disclosed in the previous edition.

I venture to believe that the amount of information which I
have been able to obtain regarding the erimes which prevail in
the two sister Presidencies, is calculated to render this volume
as useful in the Courts of Madras and Bombay as in those of
Bengal.

Four years subsequently to the appearance of the last
edition, the introduction, throughout the Judicial Courts of
India, of the Indian Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860) and of
the Code of Criminal Procedure (Act XXV of 1861, and Act
VIII of 1869), completely changed, at least in form, the Crimi-
nal Law of this country.

I trust that I have succeeded in adapting my work to the
existing Law ; at the same time, full references to older Laws
have been retained, generally in the form of foot-notes.

In the Ilrn‘:serlt thiliﬁl‘l, the Table of Contents has been rendered
as full as possible, and a copious Index has been added.

The History of Crime against the Person in India, con-
tained in this book, is, even mow, a mere outline; still the



PREFACE. ii

body of facts brought together for the illustration of this
subject has become so considerable as to deserve the atten-
tion, not only of the Legislator and the Medical Jurist,
but also of the Sociologist. Carefully read, this work will
be found to throw considerable light upon the true origin,
nature, and distribution of crime in India; and, by defining
with fair clearness the classes among whom erime prevails, and
by discovering the traditions upon which these eriminals act,
its facts do justice to the people at large, who, it is true, have
certain illegal national practices of great antiquity not unlike
our own duelling and boxing, and who suffer grievously from the
persecution of their eriminal classes,—the Dacoits, Thugs or
Road-Poisoners, Wall-Piercers, &c., &ec.,—but whom it would be
as unjust to stigmatize generally as Phansigars and Lattials, as
it would be to characterize the English as a nation of Garotters
and Prize-Fighters.

The most facile, and the most fatal, error into which delinea-
tors of national character have fallen, in all ages, is that of
representing prevalent erimes as national customs,

Nearly every page of this volume bears evidence of my
indebtedness for valuable facts to my Brother-Officers and
Friends ; among whom The Hon’ble Elphinstone Jackson, Baboo
Kanny Lall Dey, Additional Chemical Examiner to Govern-
ment, and Teacher of Chemistry and Medical Jurisprudence in
the Medical College, Dr. Robert Faure Hutchinson, and Moulvie
Tumeez Khan, Khan Bahadur, Teacher of Medicine, have my
best acknowledgments.

"I shall feel greatly obliged to those gentlemen who may supply
me with additional facts illustrative of questions of medico-legal
importance in this country, especially in the Bombay and Madras
Presidencies.

Tae Mepicarn CoLLeEGE, CALCUTTA,
11k October 1870,



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

TueE remarks embodied in this volume first appeared as a
“ Report on Medical Jurisprudence in the Bengal Presidency,”
published in the Indian Annals of Medical Science, for October
1854. They are now reprinted, by direction of the Government
of India. In the present edition, however, the original article has
received so many and such extensive additions and alterations,
that it may be said to have been almost entirely re-written.
The chief of these additions eonsists in the insertion of a great
number of important facts and cases, chiefly derived from the
printed Reports of the Court of Nizamut Adawlut of the
North-Western Proviuces: these quotations have, for greater
facility of reference, been marked in the notes by distinctive
letters.*

It is hoped that these additions will render the work equally
useful to Judicial and Medical Officers in Bengal and the
North-Western Provinces.

It should be clearly understood that this Manual is not pro-
fessed to embody even an outline of the well-known principles
of Medieal Jurisprudence,—the writer’s object has merely been
to bring together those facts, bearing upon medico-legal ques-
tions of frequent occurrence in this country, which are not to be
found in the works of our standard authority on the subject—
Dr. Alfred Taylor ;—the * Manual of Medical Jurisprudence;”
and the * Treatise on Poisons.”

The author trusts that, without deviating from the main object
of his work, he has succeeded in embodying in this volume some
useful contributions towards A History of Crime Against the

* Thus: * Nizgamut Adawlut Reports, N, W. "
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Person in India. A knowledge of the principal facts of which
this outline is made up, while it is altogether indispensable to the
Judicial Officer in the daily performance of his duty, is required
by the Surgeon in the investigation of nearly every medico-
legal question that can be brought before him in this country.

This sketch is, avowedly, a very slight and imperfect one;
still it is believed that it is the first that has been attempted;
and it is trusted that it will, at least, serve to demonstrate the
importance which would attach to a thoroughly complete and
elaborated HisTory oF CriME 1¥ INDIA.

In performing this not uninteresting task, it has been found
necessary to dwell somewhat at length upon many painful
details ; this, however, has been done unhesitatingly, under the
conviction that, for the censor of morals and the dispenser of
laws, the vices of society must be laid bare with a strong and
untremulous hand :—knowing where the moral canker lies, it is
a resolve neither of wisdom nor of delicacy to permit it to fester
on in concealment.

The Legal Authorities referred to in this Manual are—

Taylor's Manual of Medical Jurisprudence, Fifth Edition,

Baynes's Notes on Medical Jurisprudence in India. (A carefully drawn-out
abstract of the leading portions of Taylor's larger work, with notes from the
Editor's own experience, especially intended for the use of Judicial Officers.)

The Institutes of Menu. )

Makomedan Law. Harington's Analysis of the Laws and Regulations, g-p
Folio, 1809,

Beaufort's Digest of the Criminal Law.

Skipwith's Magistrate's Guide.

Macnaghten's Reports.

Reports of the Nizamut Adawlut of Bengal.

Ditto of the North- Western Provinces.

The Reports of the Superintendent of Police, Lower Provinces.

CaLcrTTa, 108 January 1B36.
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MANUAL OF MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE

FivR

INDEA.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

Waexn performing the duties of a Civil Surgeon, I was frequently
struck with the remarkable singularity and intricacy of the medico-legal
questions upon which my opinion was required by the Magistrates and
Judges of the districts, and I, consequently, perceived that our Indian
Medical Literature stood greatly in want of a treatise on Medieal Juris-
prudence, embodying clear and practical expositions of the various and
peculiar modes by which the natives of this country are wont to effect
crimes against the person, and to attempt their concealment ; as well as
full illustrations of the many difficult questions regarding Unsoundness
of Mind, Identity, Suicide, Torture, &ec., which frequently occur here,
under circumstances entirely dissimilar to those which call for the like
investigations in Europe.

Dr. Mouat informed me, in the year 18353, that, while occupying the
Chair of Forensic Medicine in the Caleutta Medical College, he beecame
go strongly convinced of the necessity of illustrating the leading prinei-
ples of his subject by examples oceurring in India, that he was, subse-
quently, led to apply to the Court of Nizamut Adawlat for copies of all
depositions, made by Surgeons in the Zillah Courts within their juris-
diction, forwarded to the Judges subsequently to 1840, in which year
the several Magistrates of Bengal were directed to take the depositions
of Medical Officers in eases of murder or wounding. TFull copies of nine
years' reports were furnished by the Court. These Dr. Mouat wvery
liberally made over to me, previous to his departure on furlongh, for
analysis in the Indian Annals of Medical Scicnee.

I attentively went over the whole of these interesting documents, The
principal facts whieh they contain are embodied in the following pages.

Although the formation of a judicial opinion upon the general merits
of eases in which his medico-legal evidenee may be required is, of course,
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2 ON MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE

altogether beyond the province of the Medical Jurist, it is generally
necessary,—first, that he should possess a wide and intimate knowledge
of the dispositions, enstoms, prejudices, and crimes of the people among
whom his investigations are to be pursued; and, secondly, that he should
be made acquainted, as fully as possible, with every ascertainable detail
of the cases upon which his opinion is demanded.

The circumstances which generally lead to the perpetration of varions
crimes against the person, the deseriptions of crimes usually committed,
and the means commonly employed to effect and to conceal them, form an
essential portion of the Medical Jurist's knowledge. A very few illustra-
tions will sufficiently set forth this principle.

The body of a woman is discovered on the floor of a London garret.
The evidences of want and sorrow are stamped upon her countenance,
as deeply as the recent gashes and bruises which disfigure it. The sur-
eeon and the policeman hold an undivided opinion upon this case ;—
it is not one of accident or robbery ; life has been taken away by the
hand sworn to protect it ; and the eriminal must be sought for with the
fumes of liquor still in his brain, and with his victim's blood still upon
his clothes and behind his nails.

A girl lies dead in a small room in Paris ; the Medical Inspector, on
entering, presses his handkerchief to his face, to exclude the suffocating
atmosphere, glances at a charcoal pan beside the bed, tears out a caulking
of rags from the crevices of the sash;—and the leading facts of the case
are before him.*

In like manner, the body of a female is discovered beside a tank in
Bengal, mutilated by a dozen wounds, each sufficient to caunse almost
instantaneous death. The skull is cloven, a hand has been lopped off,
the shoulder is gashed through muscle and bone to the lungs. Whether
the remains are those of a Hindu woman or of a Mussulmanee, the matter
searcely admits of a doubt ;—the murder has been committed by her
husband or parameour, in a fit of jealousy; search must be made for a
dhao, or bill-hook, which will probably be discovered with the evidences
of erime upon its blade.

Still again,—the body of a native of good condition would be found
buried near a water-course, scored from head to heel with enormous
rashes; these, however, would be entirely passed over in the examination,
the evidences of strangulation by a Thug’s girdle would alone be sought for.

Various as are the modes of effecting and of concealing crime in
different countres, a large experience will always show that a really new
erime is an unexampled event in the eirminal annals of any land.

As the hunter and the brute-tamer learn to approach and to subdue
the cunningest and the strongest beasts and the most venomous reptiles,

* Happily the erime of suicide by charcoal fumes appears to be far less prevalent in  Paris
now than it was when the above was written, fifteen yvears ago.
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the detective officer follows the eriminal through all his feints and
doublings towards escape ; while the Medical Jurist,—guided here by a
scratch or a blood spirt, there by a dingy staiun, or an almost invisible
speck of powder, or a metallic film weighing the twentieth part of a
crain,—tracks out and lays bare the evidences of his erime, almost with
the certainty of an irresistible fate, To start fairly on the scent, how-
ever, it is necessary, as we have secen, that he should know something
of the propensities and -customs of the criminal, and be thoroughly
practised in the unravelling of similar cases.*

A very large proportion of the experience and fact essential to the
attainment of this end in India has yet to be gained ; somewhat, however,
is known at present, and sufficient for all practical purposes may, doubt-
less, be acquired by the combined labours of several close observers,
pursuing their investigations in various parts of the country, each noting
the varieties in the modes of effecting and of concealing crime, according
to the religious classes, habits, and races of the offenders,

* & Ag g hunter traces the lair of a wounded beast by the drops of blood; thus let a King
investigate the true point of justice by deliberate arguments."—MWenu.

It is told of Camille Desmoulins that, when urged to apprehend a body of royalist eon-
spirators somewhat prematurely, he said—* A hen always lays in the same place, Wait till the
eges are all laid and then take them.”

An Indian eriminal’s or escaped prisoner's movements almost always tend ultimately
towards his ewn village, in the neighbourhood of which the police should maintain as long
a watch as the importance of his apprehension may justify. Sueh watch was Iaid for the
Nana at his birth-place, Narel, on the railway line to Poonah.

Previous to the introduction of the Approver System, the police frequently succeeded in
apprehending dacoits by rendering the mistresses of the suspected ringleaders furiously
jealous,

Who is she ! was the well-known enquiry of in Eastern potentate whenever the canse
of deep-laid mischief had to be brought to light.

Governor Holwell said :—" During five years that we presided in the Judicial Court in
Caleutta, never any murders or other atrocions crimes came before us in which it was not
proved that a Brahmin" [one of these who mingle in worldly pursuits] * was at the bottom
of it."

A London detective, suspecting that one of a party of coal-heavers had just committed a
gangninary murder, would probably look for an individual with elean hands, A deeper
ingight into class habits was shown by the Judge of Rajshahye, when he enquired of a
Hindu, who confessed that he had been one of a party who had committed a murder, whether,
upon throwing down the body, he and his associates bathed,

The meaning of this will be rendered clear to the inexperienced reader by what came out
at another trial before the same Judge, Certain Hinduz, having strangled a woman and
thrown the body into the Ganges, were asked, * if they did not mean to bathe ;" they replied,
“ng; for if they did, they would be snspected.” The person who aszerted that he asked this
question, was tried for the murder. The Judge remarked, “ What convinces me that the
prisoner lent a helping hand to remove the body, was the question he put to his associates
about bathing. It i3 motorious that, when natives touch a corpse, they consider themselves
defiled and impure (wsood), and invariably bathe, whatever hour it may be. Now, if the
primnu had been a mere looker on, the idea of bathing af night would never have sugrgested
itself to him, nor would he have adverted to the fact in his confession,”"—Nizamut Adawlut

Reports, Vol, V., Part 2 of 18535, p. 406,
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CRIMINALS OF INDIA.

It would probably be impossible to point to any races of men whose
great crimes more distinetly emanate from aund illustrate their national
character, than is the case with those various elasses of natives who
inhabit the Dritish possessions in India. A thorongh insight into the
intimate peculiarities of the native character could only follow a life-long
acquaintanee with Hindus and Mussulmans of all classes, and has probably
never yet been fully mastered by any European. Still, the strong broad
features which stand prominently forth upon the surface of their national
characters, and which are displayed with the greatest expression in the
details of their erimes are, of course, open to every cautious observer,
and especially demand the study of the Lawyer, the Physician, and the
Medical Jurist.

I shall, therefore, make no apology for citing here the opinions forme:d
of the moral characteristics of two foremost classes of the people in
India as viewed by two great Lawyers,—verdicts evidently weighed on
the judgment-seat with regards unrelentingly directed to the eriminal as-

peets of the natures judged :—

“The Rajpoots are the representatives
of Hindonism. In them are seen all the
qualities of the Hindu race nnmitigated
by foreign mixtore, exerted with their
original energy, and displayed in the
strongest light.  They exhibit the
genuine form of a Hinda community,
formed of the most discordant materials,
and combining the most extraordinary
contrasts of moral nature ; unconquer-
able adherence to mative opinions and
usages, with servile sobmission to any
foreign yoke ; an unbelieving priesthood,
ready to soffer martyvedom for the most
petty observance of their professed faith ;
a superstition which inspires the resolu-
tion to inflict or to suffer the most atro-
cious barbarities, without enltivating any
natural sentiment, or enforecing any so-
cial daty ; all the stages in the progress
of society brought together in one nation,
from some abject castes, more brutal than
the savages of New Zealand, to the
polish of manners and  refinement of
character conspicuonus in the upper ranks ;
attachment to kindred and to home, with
no friendship, and no love of country ;
good temper and gentle disposition ;
little active cruelty, except when stimu-
lated by superstition ; but little sensibi-

“ The physical organization of the
Bengalee iz feeble even to effeminacy.
He lives in a constant vapour-bath, His
pursnits are sedentary, his limbs delicate,
his movements langnid. Doring many
ages he has been trampled upon by men
of bolder and more hardy breeds. Cour-
age, independence, veracity, are qualities
to which his constitution and his situ-
ation are equally unfavourable. His
mind bears a singular analogy to his
body, It is weak, even to helplessness,
for purposes of manly resistance, but its
suppleness and its tact move the children
of sterner climates to admiration, nob
unmingled with contempt. All those arts
which are the natural defence of the
weak are more familiny to this subtle
race than to the Tonian of the lime of
Juvenal, or to the Jew of the dark ages.
What the horns are to the buffaloe, what
the paw is to the tiger, what beanty, ac-
cording to the old Greek song, is to wo-
man, deceit is to the Bengalee, Large
promizes, smooth excnses, elaborate tis-
snes of circumstantial falsehood, chi=-
canery, perjury, forgery, are the weapons,
offensive and defensive, of the people of
the Lower Ganges. All those millions
do not furnish one sepoy to the Armies
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lity, little compassion, searcely any dis-
position to relieve suffering, or relieve
wrong done to themselves or others.
Timidity, with itz natoral attendants,
falschood and meanness, in the ordinary
relations of human life, joined with a
capability of becoming execited to cour-
age in the field, to military enthusiasm,
to horoie self-devotion. Abstemionsness,
in some respects more rigorous than that
of a western hermit, in a life of intoxi-
cation. Austeritics and self-tortures al-
most ineredible, practised by those who,
otherwize, wallow in gross sensuality;
childish levity, bare-faced falsehood, no
faith, no eonstancy, no shame, no belief
in the existence of justice.”

MACKINTOSI.

of the Company. But as usnrers, as
money-changers, as sharp legal practi-
tioners, no class of homan beings can
bear a comparison with them. With all
hig zoftness, the Bengalee is by no means
placable in his enmities or prone to pity.
The pertinacity with which he adheres to
his purposes, yieids only to the immediate
pressare of fear, Nor does he Inck a cer-
tain kind of courage, which is often
wanting in his masters. To inevitable
evils, he is sometimes found to opposc
a passive fortitnde, soch as the stories at-
tributed to their ideal sage. An Eunropean
warrior, who rushes on a battery of ean-
non with a lowd horrah, will sometimes
shrick under the Surgeon’s knife, and fall
into an agony of despair at the sentence
of death. DBut the Bengalee, who woulid
gee his conntry over-run, his honse laid
in ashes, his children mordered or dis-
honoured, without having the spirit to
strike one blow, has yet been known to
endure torture with the firmness of
Mucing, and to momnt the scaffold with
the steady step and even pulse of
Algernon Syduney.”

MACAULAY.

Eminently elear and graphie as these sketehes of the native character
are, it is self-evident that they have both been taken from the same stand-

point,—the road which leads to the jail.

Macaulay’s picture is placed as

a frontispiece to the history of the eriminal Nundeomar.

Abszolutely unfair to the people of India at large, these characters are
highly valuable to us in our present enquiry.

Missionaries and Physicians do not write of the people as these two
brilliant Lawyers did ; still the readings of nature which they have left
us were just and practieal as far as they went, and no further,

Close observation of the “night-side” of London and a diligent study
of the police reports and the Newgate Calendar would afford any quick-
sighted foreigner an equally dark picture of the British character.

These sketches display fo us, in keen but narrow glimpses, the native
character just as it verges upon eriminality.

After long opportunity of becoming acquainted with the people of
India, we freely admit that these legal opinions upon their character are
of infinite value in couréi—but nowhere else.

The operation of the great moral defects laid bare by these stern Judi-
cial critics in stamping a peculiar and distinetive character upon the
crimes most frequently committed by the natives of India, is ﬂ'.ml]d"l.ut!_y
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evidenced in every page of our eriminal reports, in which Theft,
Perjury,* Personation, Torture, Child-stealing,t the Murder of Women
and of Aged Men, Assassination, Arson, the Butchery of Children for
the sake of their ornaments, Drugging and Poisoning, Adultery, Rape,
Unnatural Crime, the Procuration of Abortion, are among the leading
villanies.

Faithfully graphic as the above delineations of the worst features of
native character unquestionably are, they still afford but little insight
into the deeper and darker recesses of the Bengali and Hindustani nature
when warped to evil ; into those springs of action which develope the
criminal characteristies of the people, without a knowledge of which it
is impossible that we should acquire the power—so indispensable to the
successful tracing or just weighing of any deseription of guilt—of re-
garding the natives’ crimes from those points of view whence they
themselves regard them. It is only by thoroughly knowing the people,
and by fixing the mind sedulously upon the records of their crimes, that
an European can learn how strange a combination of sensuality, jealousy,
wild and ineradicable superstition, absolute untruthfulness, and ruthless
disregard of the value of human life, lie below the placid, civil, timid,
forbearing exterior of the Indian criminal.

When we recollect that all these qualities are ruled by the traditions of
custom and of ancient sanguinary laws which, in the absence of what
they regard as rightful authority, the people generally still hold to be
just and absolute ; that the masses have over them a police constabulary
drawn from their own lower ranks, and, therefore, marked with all the
worst features of the national character ; that they are unedueated and
borne down by all the temptations and degrading influences of extreme
poverty ; that the women of the ruder classes are even more ignorant and
brutalized than the men ; that the belief in woman's virtue or man's
honesty does not exist amongst them ; that, cowardly as the common
people are, they are all armed, and are often necessitated to act in self-
defence ;—when we take together these and many other facts which
experience will afford, we may gain some insight into the “Pathology " of
crime in this country, and into the modes of analysing and of dealing with it.

* In his report for 1866, the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, states that,
in thiz eountry, * Perjury is the rule and not the exception,”

t “This crime is very common in Mahomedan towns, the children being mostly girls,
stolen to be sold as slaves, or for purposes of prostitution.”—Mr. Dunbar's Police Report,
L. ., 1845.

Of late years, the Government have been most zealous in stamping out this wide-spread
atrocity. The crime of enticing away married women is now more prevalent, especially in
the Dacea and Backerguuge Districts,

According to William of Malmesbury, the mother of Godwin Earl of Kent was in the
habit of purchasiug companies of slaves in England, and sending them to Denmark, more
especially girls, whose beanty and youth rendered them more valuable, that she might
accumulate money by this horrid traffie.
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Between Hindus and Mussulmans the disparity is rather in the
frequency than in the characters of the offences.* The only prevailing
erimes that appear to be inconsistent with the habits of the people are the
Dacoitees (gang robberies) and Dungas (faction fights) formerly so pre-
valent in Bengal. In these, however, the ringleaders were mostly rob-
hers by birth and profession, forming what the police call “ regular gangs,”
or in the word of the law, “ professional dacoits systematically employed
in carrying on their lawless pursuits in different parts of the country;”
and Up-country men, or Bengalis of unusual daring, who caleulated rather
upon the weakness of their opponents than upon their own prowessf
To the eye of the experienced official, the distinctions may probably

* T have not suceeeded in discovering any fully satiziactory data with regard to the compara-
tive frequency of crimes of magnitude among the Hindu and Mahomedan infabitants of India,
It appears, from the Chief Magistrate's Report for 1852-53, that the number of Hindus com-
mitted to the Caleutta House of Correction in 1853, was 704, while that of Mahomedans was
718 ; showing a very large excess against the latter, when it is remembered that the propor-
tion of Mahomedans to Hindus, in Caleutta, is reckoned as 4 to 10, These numbers, however,
do not give a fair idea of the comparative frequency of the graver offences among the two
classes—a eomparizon which is much needed,

Dr. Mouat has sought to obtain this information which is, in part, given in a seriés of
district reports annexed to his annual report of the Jails of the Lower Provinces for 1868,
(O sifting the tables, T find that there are ten Jails in which the proportion of Hindu and
Mussulman prisoners confined for Murder can be ascertained. These are Patna and
Deegaly, Shahabad, Rajshahve, DPurneah, Furreedpore, Burdwan, Hoeoghly, Maunbhoom,
and Caleutta.

Of 15,562 Hindnz eanfined in these Jailz, 298, or 191 per cent., were for Murder. Out of
6,344 Mussulman prisoners, 203, or 3:26 per cent., were for Murder.

Dr. Mair, of Madras, has compiled the following statistics showing the comparative prevalence
of Murder in the Bengal Presidency and in British Burmah (Annals of Indian Administration
in the year 1866-67, by George Smith, Li.p.). The detected Murders in Bengal were 257,
or 1in 145,987 of the population ; in the North-Western Provinces, 819, or 1 in 87,158 ;
in Oudh, 102, or 1 in 28,285 ; and in British Burmah 48, or 1 in 47,355. The average, in a
popilation of 132 millions, is 1 in 92,557 ; in England, it is 1 in 91,210,

1 1 speak of the crime of Dacoitee as an offence of the past, because, although very serions
dacoitees still are of almost constant occurrence, especially in Bengal, they appear to be now far
lezs frequently committed by professional robbers, such as wers the Budhuk or Bagree Dacoita,
the Sanseea and other robbers by hereditary profession of Imdia, whose atrocities and partial
suppresgion are described in a report by Colonel Sleeman, published in 1849, The establish-
ment of an Approver System has considerably checked the systematic gang Dacoitee which
formerly had itz centre in the districts of Hooghly and Baraset, but it would appear from the
police reports, that, during the late famine, there was a tendency to reorganize the old bands
in certain districts, such as Hooghly, Bancoorah, and Midnapore. I am informed that the
heads of this system were a peculiar sect of Shikaree (hunter) Gipsey-like people, tall and of
strong growth, with a language of their own ; and that the Shikarses and Prostitutes obtained
between 1750 and 1800, sunnuds, under which they became entitled to hold land rent-free
in several parts of Bengal —the prostitutes being confined to certain quarters of towns.

In the same manner the Abbe Dubois speaks of the Calla-bantru, a caste of thieves or
sharpers by profession and right of birth, whom he deseribed as holding a rather advan-
tageous position in the Mussulman kingdoms of India, being secretly authorized by the
Government, which granted them a license in congideration of receiving half the booty.

The people of the Rajwar Hills, a small tribe of heriditary gang robbers, on the border of
Hazareebaugh and Behar, systematically plunder where they feel themselves strong enough to
o 50, in the vieinity of the Grand Trunk Road and the Shergotty and Gya roads.
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appear sufficiently broad; but, to the ordinary observer, it would certainly
seem to be almost impossible to detect any absolutely characteristic differ-
ences between the modes adopted by the Hindus and by the Mussulmans of
Bengal Proper, in effecting and in concealing the majority of grave crimes
againgt the person. Indeed, the lower grades of these two sects are so
closely blended together—not only as regards means, social position, and
the operation of surrounding circumstances generally, but even with re-
spect to their origin, their habits, and their religious superstitions,—that
they ean searcely be considered as separate races, adopting broadly dis-
tinctive trains of criminal action. It can merely be said, with regard to
the erimes of both, that they are, for the most part, essentially “ Ben-
gali” in their characters. Certain deseriptions of erime occur nearly alike
thronghout the whole of India. The chief of these are Dacoitee, Dunga,
and Thuggee. Mussulmans and Hindus have combined to perpetrate each
of these attrocities in innumerable instances; and—since the active mea-
sures of Government have nearly extinguished the profession of Thuggee
by strangulation—the drugging of travellers, with a view to robbery
and murder, has threatened to become an established practice among eri-
minals of both seets in every part of the country. Several of the smaller
tribes inhabiting our border distriets, however, display very characteristic
national traits, both in the motives which lead to erime and in the devices
adopted in its perpetration and concealment.

The Kole, dwelling in the hills which lately formed the South-
Western frontier of this Presidency, lays wait for the man whom
he believes to have wronged or bewitched him, and effects his
deadly purpose without any unnecessary exposure of himself. He
shows no anxiety to reveal the erime, which by no means weighs
heavily on his conscience ; but, upon being distinetly charged with
it, he admits his guilt at once without a shadow of equivocation.® His
neighbour, the Khond, with a character full of rude and perverted courage,
fidelity, and generosity, was wont, until a few years back, to indulge his
rapaeity and his vengeance to the uttermost, to purchase human vietims for

The Report of the Police Administration of the N. W. Provinces, for 1869, furnishes a
great deal of information regarding certain organized bands of professional thicves, burglars,
dacoits, and druggers who traverse the country. The Bhowreas, Jogces, Beloochees or
Rinds, and Sunoreahs eansed, a few years ago, much trouble to the Poliee over the N. W.
Provinees, their habits being like those of the Brinjarries of Central India, dispersing and
robbing over the whole country, separating and combining at will.

The gang robbers still so prevalent in Bengal are mostly Bodmashes, thieving vagabonds,
nearly corresponding with the class formerly notorious in England as * masterless men,”
There are still many hands who prepare themsaelves for the night attack npon some wealthy
zemimlar’s house by a devout performanee of the EKalli Poojah, but there are few who
can say, with a Dacoit mentioned in Hunter's Annals of Rural Bengal, “1 have always
followed the trade of my ancestors, My ancestors held this profession before me. We
train boys in the snme manner, ™

* See Lientenant Tickell's Memoir on the Hodésan (improperly called Kolehan).—Jouwrnal
af the Asiatic Ssciety, Vol, 1X., p T
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sacrifice to his deities, and to perpetrate female infanticide with all the sys-
tematic regularity of one who performs a grateful religious duty. Again, the
Reaug, Cookie or Chuckma,* inhabiting the hills eastward of Tipperah and
Chittagong, with apparently far less development of the noblerinstinets, plun-
ders and lays waste every undefended settlement that attracts his cupidity,
employs poisoned weapons against those whom he fears, slaughters every
opponent whom he is not desirous to steal, and pours out the blood of his
human sacrifices before his gods, like water.t Until the advent of European
power among them, the Jainteas and the Kasias of the hills east of Syllet,
practised human sacrifice and polyandry (which, of course, involved in-
fanticide),—even now they use poizoned arrows in the chase. The Nagas
come down from their hills, attack and plunder the villages of the
plaing, and scrupulously take home with them the heads and, if
possible, also the hands and feet of both friends and enemies elain
in action, he being accounted the noblest warrior who possesses the
greatest number of foemen’s skulls. Still, with all their distinctive
traits of barbarity, the ecrimes of these several Mongolian tribes
would alone be sufficient to stamp them as branches of one great
aboriginal family, inhabiting the hill districts of Lower Bengal, who have
always remained perfectly distinet from the people of the Delta ; and as
representatives of those primitive savages whom the author of the
Annals of Rural Bengal shows to have been characterised in the Sanserit
as “The black-skinned, human-sacrificing, flesh-eating forest tribes,”

Again, certain rather marked characteristies distinguish erime in several
of the other districts of India. In his own country, the QOoriah eriminal
betrays but little eraft in effecting his nefarious designs, and displays a
singular propensity to confess. Many of the Hindustanee’s greatest erimes
are committed in moments of ungovernable rage ; indeed the frenzy which
reproachful language is apt to evoke in these people is so well understood,
that the law has provided accordingly ;i—at the same time, it would
appear that ke weak are usually the victims of their fury, The murder of
female infants, long the prevailing erime of Rajpootana, appears to
have had its centre in Mairwharra. It has been equally prevalent in
Myupoory, in the Jullundur Doab, in Oude, and in the Benares district ;
and the Hon'ble Mr. Strachey has lately shown that, in some parts of
the country, this atroeity is still perpetrated among the Mahomedans,

The Hindustanee usually strikes with the sword (tulwar) or iron-
bound cudgel (lohar ki latthee or lohbanda). The Bengali’s readiest
weapons are the dhao (bill-hook), the kooralee (axe), and the bamboo
(bans ki latthee). As would be expected in a rocky country like Chota-

* These tribes are now much divided, but have evidently sprung from a common sten.

t See the case of Joodhomonee and others.—Nizamu! Adewlut Reports, Vol. IL, Part 1 of
1852, p. 809,

T Macnaghten's Reports, Vol L., page 53.
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Nagpore, heavy stones are frequently used as instruments of destruction,
just as opium-poisoning is most prevalent in opium districts. The lotakh
(a heavy brass vessel with a narrow neck, which may be conveniently slung
to a waist-cloth) formerly afforded our prisoners a dangerous weapon.
Within doors, the Bengali, moved by sudden homicidal rage, readily takes
up the dhao (bill-hook), bhuttee (knife fixed in a stand at right angles for
eutting fish and vegetables), or peerak (wooden stool). In the field, either a
bamboo, a sickle (Aussooa and kachtya), a durmush or moogur (hammer for
breaking clods), or a hoe (kodalee) is generally at hand.

Class and local position, of course, have their effect in determining the
comparative prevalence of various crimes. Sexual jealousy is probably the
most frequent cause of homicide among Mussulmans ; Criminal Abortion and
Child Murder are rifest among the nnhappy class of Hindu widows. Dungas
and affrays on account of eattle trespass oceurred principally in the great
indigo districts, in spots where the estates of rival Zemindars were crowded
together, and in situations where, the means of irrigating the land being
defective, water-rights were mainly insisted upon. Fatal squabbles about
fish traps (ara) are common in Bengal. Dacoits and other robbers, of
course, infest those roads and rivers which are most frequented by natives,
and those districts where the probabilities of resistance are least.*

Although the proportionate frequency of certain erimes varies much in
the three states, I ean find no very marked distinetion in the characteristics
of crime as practised in Bengal, in the North-West Provinces, and in the
Punjauh. The same observation is applicable to the Bombay and Madras
Presidencies.

Altogether it would certainly appear that, neither in the planning, nor
the effecting, nor the concealment of great erimes, does any class of the
natives of India display that remarkable subtlety, calmness and power of
baffling investigation which might be expected on observation merely of
the tact, duplicity, and ffiresse which characterize their minor rogueries of
every-day occurrence, The timid nature cannot rise with the occasion ;
it fails under the terrific weight of enormous crime.

In India, as elsewhere, the intelligence of the eriminal is generally found
to be below the average—a very low type of cunning easily dealt with.

A deep and cautious investigation into the habits and opinions of the
people of India, in their relation to crime, would afford to any judieial
officer an almost untrodden path of research, leading to practical results
which would abundantly rapay the labour employed. Hitherto, the atten-
tion of Magistrates in India has been sufficiently ocenpied in the tasks of
detecting crime and of carrying out the penal sysiem.t The time long

* A great deal of corious information regarding the Prevailing Crimes in the several dis-
tricts of the Lower Provinces will be found in the Appendix to Dr, Mouat's Jail Report for
15868, already cited,

t The administration of the jails throughout the Bengal Presidency is now entrusted to
ihe Civil Surgeons,
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azo arrived, at which the true nature or “Pathology” of Crime in India
might be investigated with advantage both to the people and to their law-
givers. The officially printed Police Reports, and the Reports of the Courts
of Nizamut Adawlat of Bengal, the North-West Provinees, and Bombay,
and those of the High Courts, afford abundant matevials for a HisTORY
oF CcrRIME IN¥ Ixpra. Such a work, ably and ecarefully compiled, and
deeply reasoned out by one of truth-seeking, moderate and philosophie
mind, and of long and extensive judicial experience in this country,
while it would materially aid the daily investigations and decisions of
every Judicial Officer in the land, would, probably, go further than
any other book that has appeared since the commencement of the
century in advancing the progress of civilization here, by enabling
us to detect and grapple with those deeply-rooted errors in the native
character which now, in eluding our notice, most effectually baffle all our
best-laid schemes of improvement. For this noble task I am not fitted ;
but, with this view, I have veuntured, in several of the following pages,
to digress somewhat from the direct line of my subject, while endeavour-
ing to show the Causes, Antiquity, and Prevalence of the criminal
practices which are brought under consideration.

Every one who has spent even a month in India will have learned how
strong an influence cusrom has over the conduct of natives of all classes,
in all the opinions and actions of their lives.* This traditional * Cusiom”
—throughout the details of which scholars may still detect the faint
but indelible traces of ancient laws—is inextricably interwoven with
the native's religion. He does not always pause to consider whether
thizs act or that is vight or wrong, or will, be viewed in the same
light by the English as by the Hindu or Mahomedan law ;—he is
satisfied to act precisely as his forefathers have acted for centuries.t

* In their Report of 1838, the Committee on Prison Discipline remark :—* The general
morals of the people may possibly be bad enough, but an Indian eriminal is probably a
better man than any other criminal of the same sort. His general character certainly
differs less from that of the mass of his countrymen than would be the case in more sivilized
and moral countries. A large proportion of the crimes in this country are committed by
persons whose tribe have done the same time out of mind, and they are almost as naturally
the result of birth as another man's honest trade. Many more are committed, as it wern
professionally, by the members of immense confederations, who are not much worse than
other people in matters unconnected with their profession. Owing to feelings and principles
which we can never” [?] “comprehend, there is little or no consciousness of moral guilt
amongst these classes, on account of the exercise of what they regard as their proper business.”

+ Many years after the above was first written, the same observation presented itself, in
his daily experience, to the mind of my friend, Mr. W. W. Hunter, who says, in the
* Diissertation” which precedes his Comparutive Dictionary of the Non-Aryan Languages of
Tndia and High Asic :—" A a magistrate I came in contact with prejudices and traditional
convictions which, however unfounded they may seem to uz, nevertheless amount to a sense
of doty, and supply motives of action to millions of British subjects; prejudices an
eonvietions for which English eriminal justice makes no allowanee, wet which, as T shall
show, sometimes affect English Officers with a sense almost of sickness in administering
the law."
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Hence the antiquity of a erime must always be taken into account in
legal investigations here ; indeed the general practice of an atrocity, like
the general prevalence of a superstition, has usually been received as
mitigatory, as in the practices of Sati, Leper-Burying, Suicide, &e.,
until it has been found necessary to adopt extreme measures for its
absolute extirpation.®

This custoy has, from very primitive times, tyrannised over the men
of all nations, forcing them into erime against their better instinets. In
the Mahabharata, Yudhishthira tells Drupada—* The law, oh ! King, is
subtle ; we do not know its way. We follow the path which has been
trodden by our ancestors in succession.”

Our own Sir Thomas Browne has precisely the same idea: * Men
count it venial to err with their forefathers,” apparently adopting it
from the old law maxim—* Vetustas pro lege semper habetur.”

So also, as, a few years ago, two of the best men in England, *fol-
lowing the wicked old traditions of their order,” were, at any moment,
liable to be foreed by an unexpected train of circumstances into fight-
ing a duel, are the Bengalis and Rajpoots of the preszent day tempted to
commit certain atrocities more antiquorum.

Out of this principle spring two facts of great practical importance
to the Indian jurist :—(1) that an altogether new crime is probably never
committed in India, every eriminal act being founded upon recent practice
or old tradition ; henee the task of defining the characters of Indian
crime is distinetly finite ; I venture to hope that there are not many
crimes against the person, prevalent in India, which are not described in
this treatise :—and (2) that, as it has been lately well put, * there is but

* In 1802, five women were tried, at Patna, by a native tribunal, for sorcery ; and, being
found guilty, were put to death. The Governor General ordered the principal persons who
conducted this affair to be tried for murder at the Circuit Court. The Court sentenced
them to death. It appeared, however, that this enstom had prevailed from time immemorial.
Beveral of the witnesses remembered numerous instances of persons having been put to
death by the Brahmins for sorcery; and one of them, in particular, proved that his own
mother had been tried and executed as a witch, The Government, therefore, pardoned
the offenders, but issued a proclamation declaring that any one forming a tribunal for the
trial of persons charged with witcheraft, or aiding and epcouraging in any act to deprive
such persons of life, shall be deemed guilty of murder, and suffer the penalty attached to
that offence.—A siatic Annual Register for 1802,

In 1835, Putho Jora was tried at Ahmedabad (Bombay) for instantly killing a man
whom he eanght in the act of adultery with his wife, and for inflicting a wound on the
woman's nose and face, The Sessions Judge sentenced him to death, but urged that * the
offence, severcly punishable as it is by the laws, is ome which has always been viewed by
native legislators in a far more lenient light, and no doubt the prisoner has grown up
from his youth with sentiments conforming to the general feeling of his countrymen on
these subjects.” Urging the absence of vindictive premeditation, and the suddenness, severity,
and irritating nature of the injury done to hiz feelings, the Judge warmly recommended
the prisoner to merey. He was acquitted.—Bellasis's Reports of Criminal Cases determined
in the Couwrt of Sudder Foujdaree Adawlut of Bombay, p. 95,
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one step from the popular belief in the prevalence of any stated crime
to the fact of its oceasional perpetration among the people.”

Deeply impressed with the principle that it is as essential to the
medical jurist as to the judge of criminal cases to possess a full know-
ledge of the machinery by which guilt is wont to effeet its ends, I long
ago broached these important questions, in the hitherto unfulfilled but
not yet abandoned hope that they will eventually find illustration from
abler hands.

SEARCH FOR THE BODIES OF MISSING PERSONS.

In Bengal, a country abounding in jungles and patches of waste land,
in plonghed fields, dirt heaps, sandy tracts, dry water-courses, tanks,
swamps and muddy streams, and infested by multitudes of carrion-feeding
animals, as well as by myriads of those insects which prey upon animal
matter ; where, further, human remains may be found thickly strewn on
every river brink and upon the outskirts of every village,—the discovery
and identification of the bodies of missing persons often becomes a task
of no ordinary difficulty. Under these circumstances, error and fraud,
doubtless, oceur, and many bodies remain undiscovered. Still it is remark-
able in how very large a proportion of cases such searches prove sue-
cessful. Few police agents are so well fitted for these investigations as
the burkundauze.* With all his energies stimulated into activity for the
time being, by his immediate superior, the inquisitiveness, bustling impor-
tance, love of ransacking, and by no means inconsiderable cleverness
and tact, which are leading features in his character, come fully into play.
Where, as is usually the case, a large number of these men are secattered
over the eountry, with every nook and ecorner of which they are familiar,
their search is rarely baffled. It has been frequently asserted that the
native police employ promises, menaces, and even torture in the detection
of hidden erime ; placing this question aside for the present, we have sufficient
facts before us to show that, by the exercise of a fair amount of tact
and acquaintance with the habits of criminals, the desired result may gene-
rally be obtained, without recourse to any measures so unjustifiable.

Apart from the ordinary difficulties attendant upon such a search, and
from the means of concealment adopted by the criminal parties, the selfish
timidity of the natives frequently delays and even counteracts the dis-
covery of homicide. Experience ecertainly tends to show that the gener-

ality of natives, on witnessing a murderous attack, unhesitatingly prefer
flight to rescue.}

* T have less personal experience of the modern police constable. His acamen is probably
as great.

+ This is the rule, but the reports contain a few highly honorable exceptions—here the
courageous acts have generally been performed by Up-Country men. The concealment
of erime by those who are unwilling to incur the trouble or risk of a police investigation
is probably an almost daily occurrence. In a trial for murder at Mirzapore in 1853, three
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The dread of a judicial inquiry, or the fear of offending a powerful
criminal, very frequently induces the zemindars and others, in whose land
the bodies of murdered persous are found, to conceal the remains.*

I find among my papers the following memorandum, on the Causes which
prevent murder from coming to the knowledge of the police, which must

men deposed that, on a certain day, their attention was ealled to a well 25 cubits deep, from
which the soumd of a veice proceeded. Upon looking down, they saw a woman lying
in the shallow water, who exclaimed that one Jokhoo Singh had wounded and thrown
her down. A severad hand was lying on the side of the well, and blood was sprinkled
about three or four cubits around the well. * On secing the hand and boosd, they were
going to run of" when they met a fourth neighbour, with whom they returned to the place.
The woman implored them to take her out; but, not having a rope, the fourth man went
to Ishree Singh Rarinda for one, and the other three went to gather grass for thatching,
Upon the man's arrival at the nearest village, which was two miles off, several people were
despatched with a rope to the well: two ghurries elapsed before they got there; they
looked in and saw the woman lying on her back; on getting no reply, they believed that
the was dead, and all returned home. Ishree SBingh agreed with them, that it would be
better to leave her where she was, in order that she might be taken out in the presence
of the police.—Nizamut Adawlet Reports, N. W, F., 27th August 1853,

* In a case tried at Furruckabad in 1852, where there could scarcely be a doubt that a man had
murdered his wife and had thrown her body inte a well, but had afterwards disposed of it
otherwise by the aid of accomplices, two brothers testified that they were ploughing
together, when one of them observed what seemed to be a dead body in the well, and called the
other, From fear, one of them told no one what he had seen,  The other zaid that, next
day, he met the woman's husband with his accomplices, whom he asked where they had
gince removed the body to. They replied that, if he said a word, they would kill him. Wit-
nesg, therefore, remained silent.— Nizamut Adawlist Reports, N. W, P, October 30th, 1852,

The following is from the Bengal Police Report for 1866 :—** This murder was eommitted
{in the Gowalpara district) four years ago. The deceased was generally detested by his neigh-
bours on account of being supposed to practise sorcery. The head of the village conspired
with seven persons of his castetokillhim at night, and did so, and buried the body the following
morning. Some other villagers observed blood and palpable marks of violence on the corpse
previous to burial, but were deterred, through fear of the head-man, from either reporting
or sayving anything of what they had seen. About four years afterwards, the decensed’'s
wife having become intimate with o constable of the adjacent police station, informed him
of these pccurrences, and the latter reported them at once to the District Superintendent, who
proceeded to the spot himself, and, after a little trouble, succeeded not only in procuring
reliable evidence against the criminal, but also in recovering the skeleton which had unmis-
takeable marks of violence upon it. Six of the criminals were arrested. All were convicted.”

In 1852, one Gungadeen was murdered by two of his servants and ancther person in the
Government Bungalow of a village called Sohagee. The deceased's father received infor-
mation from a Bralmin of the place of his son's death, and of his body having been thrown
into a well. Upon reaching the place, he found that the body had been discovered abont
14 days previously ; and, being in a state of extreme putridity, had been thrown outside
the village ; he found nothing but the skull and some bones; but, upen the skeleton, were
portions of a necklace of beads, which he identified as having béen worn by his son.—
Nizomuwt Adawlut Reports, N. W. P., 12th February 1853,

In a ense of murder tried at Bareilly in the same wvear, two gardeners swore that, early
in the morning, on their way to their work in their fields, they saw the body of the deceased
lying close to their field. There were fourteen sword cuts on it. From fear, they took up
the body and threw it into the dika jungle near at hand.—Jf%id, February 15th, 1353,

A thug, who was tried at Meerut in 1852, in confessing various crimes, mentioned that,
having strangled a man, he threw the body into a well. Five or six days afterwards, he
heard that the zemindars had taken the body out of the well and burnt it.—/%id, 11th
June 1852,
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have been written for me by a native friend about twelve years ago. 1
regret that it does not bear any signature :

“ 1. From the apathy of the relatives and neighbours to appear before
the magistrate and give deposition on oath and suffer the lingering
proceedings of the eriminal law, and partly from regard to the honor of
the parties concerned.

“2. Through the corruption of the police officers in the mofussil ;
because, in many cases, it has been discovered that the dead bodies of the
murdered have been concealed or thrown into small rivers even with the
knowledge of the police officers, until, later, some family dissensions
among the parties have brought the fact to the knowledge of the magis-
trate. But, here, in the absence of the dead bodies and of other corro-
borative evidence, the cases often prove unsuccessful.

“3. The state of the mofussil witnesses is so miserable” (i. e, they
are so poor and abject) “that a very small expense on the part of the
accused is sufficient to overturn the facts of the case; so, until the
character of the people and state of the mofussil police be perfectly
reformed, there is no opportunity for the criminal aunthorities to execute
those excellent laws which have been enacted by our benevolent Govern-
ment for the protection of nalive society in India.”

“ Murder is committed by persons at night, and the police are so corrupt
that their myrmidons, the chowkeedars, voluntarily take upon themselves
to despatch the dead bodies from one jurisdiction to another for fear of
their being held responsible by the authorities. So it occurs that dead
bodies are sometimes carried away for some 12 or 16 miles, in the course
of the night, and are thrown into rivers.”

The Reports contain many cases in which village chowkeedars have
aided in the concealment of murder.®

“There is another kind of murder which generally takes place in pas-
senger boats, The boatmen are the murderers, they conceal their arms in
the bottoms of the boats, and throw the dead into the river,”

In 1844, three individuals, Hindus “ of the better elass,” were tried for
conspiracy at Dhaolia (Bombay Presidency), and convicted of having,
when empanelled as members of an inquest held upon the body of one
“who, they had ample reason to believe, and moreover were fu”j" con-

* As in the following instance : * The prisoner belongs to T,he_‘ village police and, having
heard that a woman had come to a vielent death, he persmaded her father-in-law, if he
wished to escape any enquiry, to give him a bribe of 20 rupees and some grain. He then
sent information to the regular Police that the woman had been drowned."—Remarkz of the
Nizamut Adawlut, N. A, B, Vol. V., Part 2, for 1855, p. 724. What these men now are in
the N. W. P. may be judged of by an extract irom the Report for 1867 of the Inspector-
General of Police, page 83 : “ Toshow how uiterly worthless the village Chowkeedar is,—
out of the twelve cases of burglary above mentioned, not one was reported at the police
station, which was only two miles distant.” Again (p. 32), “thirty chowkeedars wern
punished (in the Cawnpore Distriet) and only one rewarded.” In the Allyghur Report (p. 6),
it is stated that * fifty-nine chowkeedars were punished, and not one rewarded,”
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vineed,” had been murdered, purposely returned a false verdict, stating
that the deceased had committed suicide by hanging himself. Before the
magistrate they stated that the contents of the Inquest Report were false ;
that it had been drawn up by the order of the mamlutdar (since dead);
and that, although they believed Tejah had been murdered, they certified,
at the instigation of the mamlutdar, that he had committed suicide.*

The Report on the State of the Police in the Lower Proviuees for the
first six months of 1842 contains reference to a case in which suspicion
of some foul play fell on certain persons in consequence of their having,
without any reason, filled up a well which they had just dug for the
irrigation of their fields, and the police officers were sent with orders to
dig out the well, whick they reported as giving no cause for suspicion,
The mohurir, however, having gone on the same day, to a village near,
learnt that a woman who appeared to be travelling, had stopped for the
night at the prisoners’ eattle-shed, and that they had murdered her for
the sake of her ornaments, and thrown the corpse into the well, which
they had then filled up. He immediately proceeded to the spot, and had
the well dug out to the bottom. The effluvia left no doubt as to a corpse
having been deposited there, and a quantity of long hair was also found ;
but the body had been removed, and no trace of it could be discovered,
nor could all the subsequent endeavours of the magistrate procure any
clue to the identity of the woman.

There are even instances where the timidity, imbecility, or venality of
natives has led them to conceal the murder of their near kindred. In
1854 a wreteh, whose nephew had been murdered for the sake of his
ornaments, stated at the trial,—*I went and saw he was lying thrown
down in the khet ; the ornaments he used to wear were not present on his
person. He had been strangled with the stalks of the wrhur, and the
gold rings in his ears were also gone. Cashee, my nephew, was with
me : we both took up the body and threw it in the river and came home
in the evening and remained without sense” (bekosk). “On Friday” (three
days subsequently) * Daveela putwaree came to the village, and I told
him, and was lamenting, when he said, *Go in the morning, to Bugool
lohar, and you will get the jewels, &e.’ "}

Again, in 1856, a man at Bareilly, whose child, four years and-a-half
old, had also been strangled for its ornaments—* was in such a state of
mind as to yield to the selfish suggestion of his neighbours to adopt, or
to report to the police, the conclusion that a wolf had earried him off,
there being known similar facts in most parts of the country of the daring
attacks of those animals when pressed by hunger.”{

A ease oceurred, some years since, in Tirhoot, where a man was sen-
tenced to 18 months’ imprisonment for concealing his father's murder,

* Bellasis's Rep., 8. F. A. of Bombay, p. 203,
+ Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N. W. P., 0th May 1854.
t Ihid, bth March 1855,
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which had been committed under circumstances of great atrocity by the
servant of a rich zemindar. Here the money and influence of his power-
ful neighbour were, doubtless, operative.®

The following appears in the Report of the Police of the Lower Pro-
vinges for 1866 : *The mother of the deeeased informed the police that
her son had committed suicide by hanging himself. The police found
that he had been murdered by Sreckant and others. Deceased is said
to have had an intrigue with Sreekant’s wife. Sreekant and three others
came at night and killed him, and instructed his mother to lodge informa-
tion that her son had committed suicide. The four defendants were
arrested, committed, and sentenced to transportation for life.,” Doubtless,
the poor mother yielded in sheer terror.

The whole of this mizerable system is summed up in a few words record-
ed by the Nizamut Adawlut in 1856, “ Instances of persons consenting to
forego the prosecution of those who have committed the most serious
injuries on their persons or properties are within the common experience
of every magistrate in this country.”t

It has already been mentioned that murdered bodies are not unfrequently
removed to a considerable distance from the scene of the erime, often to the
environs of a neighbouring village.

In 1842, itappeared ina trialat Ahmedabad ( Bombay), that two coolies were
accompanying a wedding party at about 4 o'elock one morning, when they
met three Gosaens leaving a village with a mare and a colt.  On the back
of the mare they saw a man lying wrapped up in a quilt. The posture of
this man attracted their attention and indueed them to enquire why he was
lying in such a position. The Gasaens replied that the man was suffering
from fever, and was unable to sit up. The Gosaens then proceeded on their
way. On talking over the matter, the coolies were of opinion that the man
was dead ; they, therefore, turned back in pursnit. After proceeding about
half a mile, they overtook the Gosaens, but no longer saw the body of the
man lying on the back of the mare. The coolies apprehended two of
them, and deseribed a spot where the body, murdered by stabbing, was found
buried in a water-course. The prisoners were condemned to death.}

In 1856, three men in the Midoapore district were so remorselessly
beaten and otherwise ill-used that they died. Each of the bodies was
tied to a bamboo and earried to a maidan (plain) about two-and-a-half
miles from the village where the erime was committed.§

In a case of dacoity with murder in the Hooghly Zillah in 1855, it was
shown that it was not until three days after the erime was committed

* Mr. Dunbar's Police Reports, L. ., 1849, p. 8. The law uo longer binds zemindars te
Eive notice of suspicious deaths,

t Nizamut Adawlut Reports, Vol. VL., for 1856, p. 801.

1 Beliasis’s Bombay HKeports, p. 147,

& Nizamut Adawlut Reports, Vol, VI {18367, p. 481,
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that the darogah suceeeded in finding the corpse on the plaiu adjoining a
village nine or ten miles distant from the scene of the murder.*

The same practice appears to exist in the North-Western Provinees.
In 1867, a body was found in a well in the south of the Hameerpore district.
It was bound all over with ropes in such a way as to bend the head down
towards the knees.  This was evidently done to make it occupy a smaller
space, and probably, too, for facility of transport (this is a rather frequent
practice in Bengal). The Deputy Inspector-General of Police remarked
that murders of this kind ave not uncommon in Bundelkund. He has had
before him several cases where the murderers, after despatching their
vietim, earried the body at night and threw it down a well several miles
distant from the scene of the erime.}

In 1852, the native police of Kumaon dizeovered the body of a mur-
dered person by an ingenious deeeption which would almost appear to
have been devised with a knowledge of the case of Eugene Aram. A
man named Mungloo having been missing for some days, one Moosa, with
whom Mungloo’s wife was living in adultery, was suspeeted of making
away with him. The body, however, could not be foumd, although a
reward of rupees 200 was offered for its discovery. Nine months after-
wards, the body was brought in, It then appeared that the local police
had entrapped Moosa into the discovery of the ecorpse, by digging up
and showing him another corpse, when he denied the ideutity of the
body, and =said that one Kitroo would point out the place of Mungloo's
burial,  IKitroo was then seized, and immediately took the police to a
spot near his own house, and caused the body to be dug up from a con-
siderable depth. At the same time Moosa, the accused, showed great
anxicty to be recognized as the first pointer-out of the grave ; and, in
fact, claimed the reward for its discovery. The corpse was immediately
recoznized, by competent witnesses, as that of Mungloo. Kitroo at once
accused Moosa and three others of the murder, naming himself as an eye-
witness, and acknowledging his forced privity. Moos=a confessed that he
had killed the deceased. The trial, which developed several remarkable
eircumstances, resulted in the sentencing of Moosa to imprisonment
for life in transportation.f

In India, as elsewhere, homicidal erime is not unfrequently discovered
by T'races of Blood, by the Tracks of Footsteps,§ and by Marks left on
the Ground over which a corpse has been dragged.

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, Vol. V., for 1853, p. 726.

t Beport on the Administration of the Police of the N. W. P, for 1867, p. 109,

§ Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N. W. P, 12th June 1832, p. 537,

& At Dacen, in 1856, twe witnesses stated that, owing to a malformation in the prisoner’s
foot, they were able to identify his foot-marks in the clayey mud where the body of his
alleged victim was founl. The Judise remarked that he © shonld have considered such proof
perfectly satisfactory, had it been tendered by the darogal, on his arrival at the spot.  There
iz nothing on record about the recogmition of foot-steps till the date of the prisoner’s con-
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Traces oF Broop.—Considerable ingenuity is occasionally dis-
played by criminals in the obliteration of blood-marks, In 1854,
the kotwal of eantonments at Furruckabad was sent to make enfquiries
regarding a person who was believed to have been made away
with at a village called Mozadeenpore. Upon his arrival, he gave notice
to the chowkeedar and zemindars of the village. The chowkeedar
named all the villagers but two ; one of these persons, on being appre-
hended, took the kotwal to a field, where some of the carth had been lately
smoothed down, which he said was the spot of the murder, adding that
the chowkeedar lind told him to smooth the earth in order to conceal the
marks of blood. The chowkeedar had allowed the other munderer to
abseond.*

In 1853, one of the accomplices in a murder at Kumaon confessed thaf,
three days subsequently, one of the perpetrators “ killed a calf at the site
of the murder with his halee, in order to falsify the former blood-
marks."'f

In the trial of a man who was sentenced for the murder of a girl for
the sake of her ornaments, it was shown that the prisoner endeavoured,
with some ingenuity, to make it appear that the child had been devomred
by n wolf ; and that, in the course of the original search, ke made his
gums blecd and spat blood to give a eolour to his indication of the place
where the child’s torn apparel was found, and where he asserted that she
had been killed by some wild animal. Ie afterwards pointed out the
body in a hole where he had boried it.f

Fooramanks.—In a trial at Midnapore in 1833, it appeared that a man,
having been struck a fatal blow on the head, was carried to a nullah by
three persons and thrown into the water. On the return of these men, they
were apprehiended, when they admitted that deceased had been murdered.
In the Judge’s Court twoof the men pleaded not guilty, and set up an alibi.
In the mofussil and before the magistrate, one of these men had eonfessed
to having proceeded a part of the way only towards the nullah with the
body and then returned ; the socoruthal, however, stated that there were
footmarks of ¢hree persons on the banks of the nullah in which the
body was found, and the witnesses swore that the clothes of the three
prisoners were wet when they returned home at night.§

The Forms of Natives' Fect is a matter worthy of study alike by the
ethnologist and the medical jurist. In elimbing and in exceuting many

fession. This destroys the weight of that evidence. It is not eredible that, with such
stromg proof at hand of the prisoner’s guilt, the darogah should continue daily to report
that he was acting only on suspicion."—Nizamut Adawlut Reports, Vol VL of 1856, p. 5348,

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N. W. P., 16th May 1854, p. 542; also [bid, 3rd January
1854, p. 0.

§ Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N, W. P., 30th August 1853, p. 1048,

I JThid, 8th September 1854, p. 332,

& Nizamut Adawlut fieports, Vel V1., Part 2, po 645,
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kinds of what is, in Europe, exclusively * handiwork,” various classes of

natives use the foot with great precision and power as a prelensile organ.
Hill-men generally have the great toe so much developed and set so
widely apart from the others, that we could surely fail to distinguish
their footsteps from those of men inhabiting the plains.

The marks of DRAGGING SOME HEAVY BODY ALONG THE GROUND are
frequently alluded to in the Reports as having assisted the police in the
discovery of corpses. These are, of course, most likely to be found in
cases where the murderer has been single-handed ; where there are
several accomplices, the body is, as I have already stated, often fastened
to a bamboo, or tied up in a cloth, and so carried to a distance.

In 18353 one Mooloo, a person in the habit of plucking corn and steal-
ing from fields, went out to visit his field, and did not return. A search
was instituted next morning. In the field of his neighbour Mohun, some
human ordure and the eap of the deceased, partly hidden in the ground,
were discovered, the earth around was also trodden down, and some bajra
stalks were lying about. Marks of dragging extended to a well in the
field ; drags were procured, and the body of Mooloo was extracted ; a
cloth was tied round the throat, and had evidently eansed strangulation,
and the hands were also bound with the same ; the well had eight haths
of water in it. Mohun was sentenced to seven years' imprisonment.®

In the same year, certain persons entered a hounse at night with inten-
tion to steal. A conflict ensued, in which one of the thieves was wounded
on the leg. The prosecutor recognized one of the thieves. Two
chowkeedars came almost immediately and lighted a torch. They
observed that something bleeding had been dragged a certain distance ;
and, the next morning, they tracked footsteps from the spot where the
body had been lifted up, to a village, in which Dabeea, one of the
accused, lived. On entering his house, they saw spots of blood on his
clothes and person ; and, on asking for his brother Seeta, they were told
that he was absent. Subsequently, the mother of Seeta pointed out
where her son’s body had been buried the previous night, in a cow-shed.
Over the grave a buffaloe was tied. The body was exhumed, and a
severe wound was found behind the knee. The prisoners confessed their
erime, and were sentenced aceordingly.f

What would, at first sight, appear to be a very trifling cireumstance,
has frequently been found to throw considerable light upon obscure cases
of homicide in this country. Native women of the poorer classes gener-
ally adorn their arms with bracelets. The cheapest and commonest orna-
ments of this kind, in Bengal, are made of shell-lac and sand. When fixed
on the arm, these choorees are heated and joined in such a manner as

* Nizamnt Adawlut Reports, N. W. P, ird Felrnary 1854, p. 116,
t Nizamut Adawlut Reports, X, W, F., 0th March 1854, p. 346,
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to surround the limb in continuous cireles ; other ehoorees ave of thin glass.
They appear to wear well, with care ; but ecan searcely fail to be broken
during any violent struggle. I find =everal instances in which the dis-
covery of broken choorees assisted in the detection of erime. In 1853,
a woman, believed by her relatives to be unchaste, disappeared ; a careful
search was instituted in a field belonging to certain suspected parties ;
and there, about the middle of the field, were found portions of broken
choorees ; the ground was here dug up, and the corpse of the missing
woman disinterred.*®

Again, in the same year, a woman was murdered by a person with
whom she had earried on an illicit connexion. Upon her disappearance,
search was made, and on the bank of a nuddee were found a shoe,
recognized as belonging to the prisoner, two metal ankle ornaments
worn by females, and pieces of glass arm-rings, identified as belong-
ing to the missing woman. Search was made for the prisoner, who
was apprehended with blood on his clothes. Under his guidance, the body
was found sunk in the bottom of the nuddee, frightfully gashed.t

A man was heard to exclaim in the night that Gungajulee (his kept
mistress) had wounded him and was making off,. He had been wounded
in the throat, and died almost immediately. His son, a very intellizent
boy of nine, stated that he saw the woman struggling with and stabbing
his father. Some pieces of broken bangle were found on the bed, which
were proved to be her property. She admitted that these fragments
belonged to her, but asserted that she was attracted by the outery ; and,
going to see what was the matter, fell over the bedstead, and so broke her
bangle. Plausible as this statement might appear to be, the Court held
that it was of no avail against the evidence upon which her crime was estab-
lished. They therefore upheld the sentence of death.}

A young woman was seen at noon to throw a boy, aged ten years, into an
unenclosed dry well, 20 feet deep, by a man, who ran to the village, and
informed the boy’s father of what had taken place.§ The father went
immediately to the spot, but the corpse was not taken out until the
evening ! Some fragments of kanch choories were picked up at the
well, corresponding with those the accused was in the habit of wearing ;
and were found to be similar to those she wore at the time of her arrest.
The joint magistrate, who investizated the case with extreme care, did

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, 17th January 1833, p. 63.

t Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N. W. ., 1st April 1858, p. 487,

t Nizamut Adawlot Reporis, Vel V1., Part 2, p. 728, See also a case in which a man
identified certain broken cheorees, which were found with some blood and hair near a well,
as those of his danghter, who had been made away with.—Nizamut Adawlui Reports, N. W.
P.. 30th October 1852, p. 1269,

& His exeunse for not rendering more efficient aid was that he could not porsne and over-
take the murderess, as he had a beil on his foot, and a load of fuelon his head, which, more-
over, he did not throw down to be enabled to pursue her !
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not attach much weight to this last civcumstanee, as the fragments of glass
bangle were not discovered until the following morning ; and as it appeared
that, on the evening before, the boy's mother (who lived next door to the
aceused, was of the same caste, and might probably wear bangles of the
same pattern,) went to the well accompanied by other women, She, it was
held, might have broken one of her bangles in the excess of grief, or the
ornament may have been lost by one of her companions, Sentence of death
was, however, awarded.*

In 1856, it appeared in the trial of a Nuddea man (Hindu) for killing
a woman with whom he had intrigued, by striking her violently aud break-
ing her ribs, that an armlet belonging to him was found in the clothes of
the corpse.t

The materials available are scarcely sufficient to allow of a numerieal
comparison, and it is doubtful whether such statisties, if eollected, eould
be rendered practically useful ; if, however, appears that the most frequent
mades of disposing of the bodies of murdered persons in this country are
as follow :—DBy concealment in Juny!ﬂs and Mango Tﬂpﬂ‘, in Stu?tdiﬂy
Crops, in Wells, Rivers, Tanks, in Dung-Holes, in Fallow Fields, in
the Sand of Water-Courses, in Houscs, and in Porcupine’s Holes,

The concealment of bodies in the dense recesses of JuxcrLes where, in
a very short time, bivds of prey, jackals, dogs, and insects reduce them to
skeletons, is, probably, the most frequent practice of those eriminals who
live at a distance from any deep and rapid river. I was assured, upon
authority which I cannot doubt, that, shortly before 18635, upon clearing a
certain jungle, which had long been regarded as a covert for suspicious per-
sons, no less than seven skeletons and one recent body were discovered !

The following passage from the report of a trial at Luckimpore, Assam,
in 1836, affords some slight idea of the nature of these searches :—* The
darogah asked Bancha to tell where the body was, and not to give unneces-
sary trouble, bit he would not tell. Nextmorning, however, he led the way
to a tank in the jungle, six miles off, and showed where the body had been
put, but it could not be found. He then said that it must have been taken
away by a tiger, and shewed pieces of bamboo with which the body had
been pinned down. Seavch was made, but no body found. The prisoner
then said he would show something belonging to the deceased, and produced
from the mud the fowa, old cloth, and shoe, saying they belonged to the
deceased.  The jungle was set on fire, but nothing was found ; next day,
the search was renewed, when the prisoner (No. 2) took the darogah to a
place where human bones were found.”}

Where the remains of a human body, not admitting of special identi-
fication, are discovered ina jungle, the cirenmstance, standing alone, can

* Nizamui Adawlot Reports, K. WL I, September 1st, 1853, p. 1068,
+ Nigamut Adawlut Reports, Vol VI, of 1856, p. 275,
1 Wigamut Adawlut Reports, Vol, VI, of 1254, p, 50,



IN INDIA. 23

searcely be regarded with much suspicion. Pilgrims, fukeers, and others
may die unnoticed in these remote spois : lunatics, sick, or intoxicated
persons may be lost in the jungles, and there be attacked and devoured
by the smaller wild animals—( On this point consult the chapter on
InJuriEs INFLICTED BY WILD ANivaLs)—and it is to be feared that,
when strangers arrive at villages in a dying state, they are not unfrequently
thus exposed, even before life has departed.* Under a strict observance of
the Hindu Law, the bodies of suicides, and of thosze who died a violent
death, were cast into the jungles without any funeral rites. The law
and the practice, however, appear to be alike unknown to those high
caste natives of Bengal of whom I have made enquiry,

The practice of sinking bodies in Taxks by means of large earthen
veszels, or by bricks, sand-bags, or other weights, is very common in Bengal.
The following instances may be cited from many :—In August 1863, the
body of a Mussulman old woman was found floating on the surfuce of a tank
in a village near Patna,  Six gurras were fastened to it, two round the neck,
two to the waist, and two to the kuces, It appeared that her husband
and two accomplices had strangled her, and had sunk her body in the tank
in the manner described. It was proved that some of the gurras had
been in the house of one of the accomplices, and the string with which
the gurras were tied was shown to have belonged to the husband.}

In 1835, certain Hindoos were capitally sentenced at Tirhoot for the
murder of a Mussulman. The deceased having been missing for eight

#* 47 heheld,” says Dre. Buchanan, in his Christian Researches, speaking of Juggurnanth,
“another distressing scene this morning, at the place of seulls, a poor woman lying dead,
or nearly dead, and her two children by her, looking at the dogs and vultures which were
near. The lm]ﬂc: passed by withoot noticing the children. I nsked them where was their
home. They anid, * they had no home but where their mother was,”” The author of * Fifteen
Years in India™ (1822) says, at page 211, —*" I have beheld the dead bodies of natives, not yet
cold, who had expived under the trees in the wvicinity of Calentta, mangled and torn by
adjutants, while crowds of Hindoos were passing to bathe in the Ganges: and, when the
corpzes were pomled out to ther countrymen, the cold answer was, “hum janta ne Saheb,’
(I know lim not, Sir), Ah, but remove the body and burn it—* Mern dustoore ne, Saheb,’
(it is eontrary to custom), answered thev, Hence it may be inferved that it is the lot of ne
Hindoo to meet with a good Samaritan.'”

Cazes of this kind sometimes come before the police authorities, In 1816, six persons
were tricd at Purneah on a charge of having made away with a sick traveller.  This unfor-
tunate, in passing through a village, became too ill to proceed, and lay down opposite a shop.
The owner, secing that he was very ill, and fearing that he and others would be exposed to
much trouble and expense from the enquiries of the police, if he died there, had him con-
veyed toa tope of trecs which was about a mile distant, and left him exposed to the rain
during the might. In the meming he died, having mentioned what had oceurred to other
persons passing that way. Mr. Dampier remarks—he fears that this is a very common
practice, at least e has heard it frequently mentioned. and the lives of many poor travel -
lers and pilgrims are sacrificed to the fear of incovenience to the villagers, should they be
allowed to remain and perhaps die in their town, It iz, from the natare of the case, almosi
impossible to procure sufficient evidence to gecure the punishment of the parties.—Police
Tteport, L. P, for 1846, p. 21.

‘i' HIZ'II,'_'|:'I_| Police I:r‘lml'l, for 18G5, I 1344,
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days, a man, who was gathering lotus leaves in a taunk, felt a corpse touch
his leg under water. On the thannadar’s proceeding to the tank, it was
found that a gurra had been tied round the waist on each side, in order
that, when the gurras filled, the corpse might remain under water. It
appeared that the decensed had been strangled.®

In Northern Bengal and in the N. W. Provinces, the numerous WELLs
scattered over the country are commonly made receptacles of the bodies
of murdered persons. Forbes states that, during 1808 and 1809, no less
than 67 bodies were taken out of wells in the single distriet of Etawah,
They had probably been deposited there by thugs. It sometimes happens
that eriminals adopt the unsafe expedient of filling up the wells in which
the bodies of their victims have been deposited. f

Dr. Edward Goodeve informed me that, in some observations which he
made upon the comparative rapidity of animal deeomposition in various
media, he found that, under ordinary cirenmstances, bodies submerged
in wells up-country decompose more rapidly than they would do if ex-
posed to the air. It appears probable, however, that this must depend
much upon the depth and condition of the water. In a body immersed in
a well plentifully supplied with spring water, the progress of decomposi-
tion would, doubtless, be considerably retarded ; but, in shallow stagnant
water, which had merely drained into the receptacle, and had been evaporat-
ing for several months, the remains would, of course, decompose rapidly, as
in a macerating tub.—Further remarks on the discovery of bodies in Wells,
Tanks, and Rivers will be found in the chapter on DrowxiNG.

The burial of corpses and of plundered property in the sands of pry
WATER-COURSES is a frequent practice among eriminals in Bengal and the
N. W. Provinees ; the sand is easily dug out, and all traces of the burial
are speedily obliternted. This was a common mode of disposing of the
victims of thuggee by strangulation.

Both in Bengal and in the N. W. Provinces, bodies are often buried in
the Mmup FLOORS OF HOUSES. As there is no solid foundation, the grave
may be dug to any depth (although it is generally shallow), and the extra

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, July 1835, p. 11 :—It appeared, in a trial at Chota-Nagpore,
in 1835, that it having beeome known to certain villagers that the corpse of a murdered woman
had been thrown into a tank, they, with characteristic apathy, waited 6l the body rose.
The “ marine teleseope,”™ as it is called, might frequently be used with advantage in the
search for sunken bodies. It is a cask with a plate of strong glass at the bottom, A man
plunges the closed end a few inches below the surface, and looks down. The glare and eon-
fused reflections and refractions from and through the rippled surface of the waler, are thus
entirely shut out; and, unless the water be foul and turbid in the extreme, all that lies
below is Tendered visible.

t See an instance alrendy cited. Police Report, L. P., for 1844 :—In 1852, a youth of 15 or 16,
having been persnaded to rob his father by two persons with whom he decamped, was thrown
into a well by them. They then cast heaps of earth down at him. The water was very
deep, but he contrived to support himself on a projection; and, after about three hours,
he managed to climb up the sides and got out.— Nizaemut Adawlut Reports, N. W. I, 14th

September 1852, p, 980,
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earth can be disposed of in raising the level of the floor which, when
leeped over with a mixture of water and cow-dung, presents no traces of
disturbance. It is probable that, in most cases, this mode of sepulture is
only intended to be temporary. It is frequently resorted to in cases of
infanticide, and where children are decoyed into the houses of criminals
and murdered for the sake of their ornaments.

N. B.—In Madras (not in Bengal) it is usual to bury first-born Hindu
infants of some castes, temporarily, within the precinets of their houses.

In 1833, a woman was sentenced at Jounpoor for murdering her illegi-
timate child ; she confessed that she had pressed the infant’s neck and
strangled him. She had placed the corpse in an earthen vessel, which she
had buried in a corner of her house.®

In 1852, a girl, seven years old, was decoyed into the house of one
Bhickna, and murdered by him for her ornaments, worth only a few rupees.
The eriminal’s son made disclosures which led to the discovery of the
body buried at about four fingers’ depth below the floor. The neck bore
marks of strangulation, both legs were cut off near the ankles, and were
found apart from the trunk, and there were marks of the jaw having been
stoven in by a brickbat.{

Still again, in Tirhoot, the body of a female child, aged six years, was
found buried under the floor of the prizoner’s house. He had murdered
her for the sake of her ornaments, valued at about three rupees.f

Adult bodies are alzo sometimes disposed of in this manner :—In 1833,
a man was sentenced at Cawnpore as an accessory to the murder of his
own sister.§ He confessed that the deceased’s son and another relative
had beaten her to death, and had absconded with her property, and that he
afterwards witnessed the partial burial of her body in one of the apart-
ments of the building in which they all resided as a joint family. He
had deceived the neighbours as to the canse of the unpleasant effluvium
which proceeded [rom his house, by attributing it to the death of a snake
in one of the drains. The body was found, several days after the murder,
in the condition of a skeleton, imperfecily buried in a locked room, the
key of which was in the prisoner's possession.||

In 1854, a boy was missing at Futtehpore ; suspicion fell upon a
woman of disreputable character, named Mendeea, who had been in the
habit of giving the child sweetmeats. Her house was searched, and there
the body of the ehild was found, buried in the ground, with the throat cut

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N. W. P., 30th July 1853, p. 957,

t fhid, 20th October 1852, p. 1254,

I Beport of the Superintendent of Police, L. P, for the second six months of 1838, p. 14.

§ Cases of atrocity parallel to this are, unhappily, not rare in India. A perfectly well
ascertained instance oceurred up-country some years since, in which a wretch, tempted by
avarice, strangled hiz own grand-davghter for the sake of her gold ornaments, and baried
her body in a corner of his house.

| Nizamut Adawlut Reports, K. W. P., 11th June 1833, p. 763,
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and with other wounds, On the following day, search was made for the
knife with which the erime was committed ; when, upon taking a number
of earthen pots out of the house, and digging into the floor, the bone of a
leg appeared, and then an entire skeleton. This, Mendeea confessed, was
the body of a Brahminee widow, named Duryaee, who had disappeared
nine months previously, and had been killed with a sword. Mendeea was
sentenced to death.®

Both in the N. W. Provinces and in Bengal, Tue Cooxixe PLACE
ig, not unfrequently, that chiosen as the securest spot for the concealment
of a body.

In 1854, a woman in DBundlekund decoyed a girl four years old into
her house and murdered her ; and, after pretending to assist in the search
for the child, locked her house and absconded. Upon being apprehended,
she refused to deliver the key. The door was then forced by the police ;
and in an interior room, which formed the prizoner’s cooking place, and in
a hollow close to her choolha, the child’s body was found buried in the
ground, but with her hand and foot protruding, Over the body was
found a massive stone, three or four seers in weight, smeared with blood,
The face and nose were somewhat flattened and defaced, one foot had dis-
appeared, haviog been cut off atthe ankle joint. A eord was found tightly
fastened round the neck, =0 as to cause strangulation. The ornaments,
valued at rupees 13 or 14, were found on the person of the murderess.
On being questioned regarding the motive, she used a word (ukus) which
was interpreted as envy or jealousy. She was childless, and the word
used expresses a feeling very common amongst the native women towards
those who are more fortunate than themselves. She was condemned to
death.t

Four brothers were found guilty, at Delhi, in 1852, of the murder of
Peerdan, of the village of Bhinee Bhirroo, who, there was every reason
to believe, had seduced their sister, and caused her to procure abortion.
Having enticed him into their house to smoke, they strangled him, and
buried him deeply under the aharak (fire-place) in their compound.
Upon searching their house in vain, a pitchfork was struck into the ground
over the alarak, from which a stench immediately issued. One of the
prisoners, then in custody, was desired to point out where the body was ;
he said that the corpse would be found there, buried with his clothes and
ghoes on ; on digging, the body was found in the state described.f

The following account of a similar search contains some useful parti-
culars. Upon the disappearance of a young child, a burkundauze was
deputed to the village of Sarunpore. He reported that, upon his arrival
there, he assembled the four chowkeedars, four mogquddums, and Shady

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N. W. P., 9th September 1854, p. 345,
§ [id, 18th September 1854, p. 44, ;
t IBid, 19th August 1852, p. 830,
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Khan tanet. They searched the jungle, and the wells, and some heaps of
bhoosa. Having placed watches round the village, the next day they
searched again till noon ; but, finding no trace of the child, they made fur-
ther enquiries, and desired the moquddums to search all through the village
mohullas by turning over the heaps of manure and rubbish. On coming
to the premises of Rambuksh, there was some appearance of the rubbish
having been removed to a distance. He sent for four Chumars, and,
after digging three times in the dirt and manure heap, discovered the
body of the child concealed underneath. The wife of Rambuksh accused
her husband and another of having brought in the child smothered up in
their elothes, and then of cutting his throat with &heorpas, which would
be found in the choollees (earthen receptacles under the flooving of the
house). He searched, and perceived an odour, and that the earth had
been moistened with blood. Seraping up the earth, a khoorpa was
found. The woman said that, on killing the child, they had, in the first
instance, buried the body near the eloola (or cooking place), but that
Rambuksh had the following day taken up the body, at noon, and buried
it in the rubbish heap. The child’s ornaments were found buried in the
choollees, or earthen receptacles, underneath the palehnda, or place
for water-vessels.* See also a very remarkable ease in which the body
of a child, murdered for the sake of its ornaments, was buried in a
recently-made tengrak, or earthen mound used for placing cooking utensils
on. The attention of the police was called to the spot by observing that
ants were fravelling in and out of a hole in the newly-raised heap.

The bodies of murdered persons are oceasionally found concealed in the
liouses of individuals wholly innocent of all participation in the erime.}

A very remarkable case of this kind was tried at Bundelkund, a few
years since :—A Bunnea having missed his child, about six years of age,
was informed that one Chitooa, a man of notoriously bad charvacter, had
decoyed the boy away by a promise fo get him a young bulbul. Chitooa
denied all knowledge of the child. His and other houses were searched,
but in vain, until they came to the house of one Thakoor. Finding the
door locked, suspicion was excited, but they patiently awaited the man's
return. On being requived to do so, he immediately opened the door.
The house was very dark within, and they were obliged to light a chiragh
to enable them to search it. They found one part of the earthen floor of
the inner room soft to the touch, as though it had been recently dug up,
and then beaten down again, They discovered, at the depth of four

* Nizamut Adawlot Reports, N. W. P, 8th September 1852, p. 1127,

t Nizamut Adawlut Reports, Vol 111, Part 1, of 1833, p, 228,

I See an instance of this kind in which a wretch, having strangled his own nephew, placed
the body in an out-house belonging to a neighbour ; and, upon the first enquiry, discovered it
to the chili's father,—his brother, and te the police, —Nizomat ddewlul Reports, N, IV, P,
17th February 1854, p. 204,
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or five fingers, the corpse of the child, with the head nearly cut off, but
with all its ornaments on, Upon repairing to Chittooa’s house, under a
large heap of kundahs, was found the ghurasa, with which the murder was
committed, covered with fresh blood ; this was recognised by two lohars
as having been made by them for the prisoner. Chitiooa said that he and
Doorja, an accomplice, called the child, when Doorja, having opened the
lock of Thakoor’s house with a stick, took the boy in, and, having gagged
his mouth with a cloth, cut his throat with the ghurasa. The padlock
was produced in Court. It was the commonest description of native lock,
and was easily opened before the Judge with a small piece of bamboo.
Chittooa was sentenced to death.*

In a trial of certain persons, Hindus and Mussulmans, for the murder
of a Hindu and his mistress, in Zillah Dinagepore, in 1856, two of the
Hindu prisoners are stated to have confessed that it was originally plotted
that “ the woman's body showld be buried in some Mussulman grave,
and that the man's should be left in his house, that it might appear that
he had been murdered by his concubine. It, however, appears that it was
decided to sink the woman’s body in the river.}

Many instances will be found in the Criminal Records of the N, W,
Provinees (where wheat is plentiful) in which dead bodies have been
concealed in dwellings and out-houses under Heaps oF Brax or CHAFF
( Bhoosa ).%

In that part of the country alse, the HoLes or PorcuriNes afford
ready places of concealment for the corpses of murdered persons.§

“Wheresoever the body is, there will the eagles be gathered
together "—is a fact, which has daily illustration in India, and which has
often been turned to good account in searches for the remains of missing
individuals.  Cases in which attention was ealled to a murdered body by
the noise of ecrows hovering over it:—Nizamut Adawlut Reports,
N. W. P, 30th January 1852. Crows and Vultures, Jbid, 17th Septem-
ber of the same year. Jackals and Vultures, Thid, 29th April 1853,
p. 618, Vultures, fhid, 3vd June of the same year, p. 743. Kites and
Vultures, Ihid, 30th August of the same year. Nizamut Adawlut

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N, W. P., 2nd October 1852, p. 1121,

T Nizamut Adawlut Reporiz, Vol VI, of L8536, p. 856.

1 Nizamnut Adawlut Beports, N, W. P., 20th July 1853, p. 880 ; 20th March 1854, p. 324 ;
12th May 1854, p. 514; 2nd September 1854, p. 8105 28rd October of same year, p, 602 ;
Srd March 1855, p. 207, It is worthy of notice that, in all of these six cases, the bodies
were those of ehildren murdered for the sake of their ornaments; and that, in all but one
(in which it docs nol appear that the body was actually buried in the chaff), death had been
caused hy strangulation.,

§ For instances of this mode of concealment, see Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N. W, P.,
30th September 1852, p, 1005, a boy aged 12.  fhid, 27th January 1853, p. 112, body of a
man. fhid, Gth May 1854, p. 485 body of an adult female, Also 10th October of same,
year, p. 512, of a boy aged 14 vears,
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Reports, Vol. II, Part 1, of 1852, p. 6835, by the howling of a Jackal,
Thid, Vol. VL. of 1833, p. 660. A remarkable instance in which the
friends of a murdered child, searching for his body with torches at
night, were directed to the spot where it lay by the noise of Jackals
quarrelling and snarling over it, Tbid, Vol. VII. of 1833, p. 72. We arc
told that, in this way, the saecrilegious slaying of a eow, which led to the
Battle of Pundooa in 1340, was brought to light. Vultures flying over a
tank by which a body lay. Corpse of a murdered woman discovered by
Jackals and Dogs tearing away the earth with which it was covered,
Police Reports, L. P., 1840, p. 5. There is a case narrated in the
Bengal Police Report for 1866, p. 221, in which it would appear, as
far as can be gathered from the by no means elear narrative, that a
murderer, having first buried his vietim, placing a quantity of stones
over it, found that the body had been unearthed by wild animals, and
therefore threw the corpse into a nullah.

I have long thought that the common pariah dog of the country, and,
very possibly the vulture alzo, eould be trained for the discovery of miss-
ing bodies, The dog would, probably, be found folerably manageable,
but could rarely be useful in cases where the corpse lay at a considerahble
distance. The keener sense and wider visual range of the vulture would
tell far more advantageously ; and, although this bird appears to be abso-
lutely untameable, small supplies of food will generally induce it to resort
to a particular loeality, where its movements can nearly always be under
ohservation.*  Indeed, a tree resorted to by vultures will be found in the
neighbourhood of every station ; and a look-out for the direction in which
the birds left or returned thither, might often assist a search. The subject
certainly deserves the attention of Surgeons and Magistrates in the
Mofussil,

RULES FOR THE TRANSMISSION AND EXAMINATION
OF WOUNDED PERSONS AND DEAD BODIES.

It is, of course, a matter of paramount importance that, upon entering
upon any medico-legal enquiry, the surgeon shouwld be made aequainted
by the police and others, with every ascertainable detail of the cases
upon which his opinion is required.

The rules which obtain in British India for conducting and reporting
inquests, and for sending wounded persons and the bodies of those who

* The best kept burial-grounds in India arc resorted to by Adjutant Birds and Vultures,
Here there are no open graves to satisfy their rapacity, neither ean the small fragments
burrowed for by Jackals tempt creatures of such large size and rapid digestion. They,
doubtless, batten upon the rats and other vermin which infest those places,
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have died under suspicious circumslances, with all necessary information,
to the civil surgeons, are as follow :*

“161. It shall be the duty of the officer in charge of a police station, on
receiving notice or information of the unnatural or sudden death of any person,

* Since the second edition of this work appeared, in 1856, the Law has undergone great
change, especially in the promulgation, throughont Dritish India, of the Indian Penal Code
(Act XLV, of 1860), of the Code of Criminal Procedure (Act XXV. of 1861), and of the new
Police Kules. Citing the existing law and practice in the text, I have thought it right to
give those previously in force in the Bengal Presidency as foot -notes,

Rules in force previous to 1860,

¥ 506.—0n receiving information of suspicious or unnatural deaths, the darogal, or some
responsible person deputed by him, shall proceed to the spot and examine the wounds or
other corporal injuries ; but he shall not probe them, and he shall record the length, breadth
and apparent depth of each, and the weapon with which the wounds appear to have been
given, and whether the body appeared to have been brought and laid there. Ile should also
aseertain, if possible, the name of the deceased, and whether any one can recognise him or
her—Regulation XX, of 1817, Section XIV., Clawse 6; Circwlar Order No, 9, dugust
10¢h, 1847,

“ h08,—After the inquest, the body or bodies shall be given up to the relations, or be
buried or burnt, and shall not be sent to the magistrate exeept in cases of poison or doubt ;
and then only if the weather or distance will allow of their being sent without the risk of
putreiaction ; and the notice of the sessions judge shall be directed, on the trial, to the
obeervanee, or otherwise, of these rules.—Regulation XX, of 1817, Seclion XNIIL; Circular
Order No. 17, April 19th, 1789 (a).

¥ 510.—In sending the bodics to the eivil surgeon for examination, the magistrate shall
furnizh him with all available information, as to the cause of death,—Circalur Order No.
152, November 241k, 1843,

#1134—All enquiries held by the police relative to unmatural deaths or woundings, as
well as to dacoity and other heinous offences, shall be attested by the police officer holding
the enquiry, and a suofficient number of creditable persons present at the investigation.—
Requlation XX. of 1817, Sections XIV., XV,

# 1127.—The sooruthals required by Sections XIV. and XV., Regulation XX. of 1817, in
cazes of deaths, robberies, &ec., shall be sent to the magistrate, in place of a report, the
moment they are drawn up.—Circular Order No, 138, June 1664, Para. 2, Seetion If1,

U In eases of murder, homicide, or unnatural death, accompanied with suspicious circum-
stances, as also in cases of severe wounding, the corpse or wounded person will be forwarded
by the police, a2 soon a8 the customary “sooruthal’ has been recorded, to the officer in charge
of the sub-division, should his station be in the direct line between the place where the

(). In 1853, the OMciating Beasions Judge of BDoandlekund recorded lis opinion that,—* In all casca
where there has been sovere wounding, snd death subsequently ensucs, thee corpee should be sent into the
station withow! leaving the police any dizeretion in the matfer,” Thore was o proceeding, dated drd June
1845, however, by o former joint magisirate of that distriet, to the purport, * that whon people are killed by
wounds of sword or spears, and there is no doabt but that they have died from such wounds, their eorpses
should not be sent to the station,”  Although this order is conformable to the letter of the law, Hegulation
XX. of 1817, Scetion XIV., Clause 12, yet it scemed to him that, in almost oll cases of death cnsuing a few
dags after the infiction of wounds, there is doubt whether unskilful treatment oF other causes may not have
operated, and that nothing ean be imagined more iojodicions than the alove onder, the only certainty
which wo have in this coantry of the actual canse of death arising from the posl-mortes exaumination of the
surgeon,—Nizamel Adaeint Reports, N, W. P., March 24th, 1853,

Experience would eortainly teud to show that this is, by far, the safcr view of the case.
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immediately to give information to the nearest magistrate, and to proceed to the
place where the body of such deceased person is; and there, in the presence of
two or more respectable inhabitants of the neighbourhood, to make enquiry,
and report the apparent cause of death, deseribing any mark of violence which
may be found on the body, and stating in what manner, or by what weapon or
instrument, such mark appears to have been inflicted. The report shall be
sicned by such police officer and other person, or so many of them as shall
coneur therein, and shall be forthwith forwarded to the magistrate.  When
there may be any doubt regarding the cause of death, such police officer shall
forward the body, with a view to its being examined by the civil surgeon, if
the state of the weather and distance will admit of its being so forwarded with-
out risk of putrefaction on the road. In the Presidencies of Madras and Bom-
bay, it shall be the duty of the head of the village, in like manner, to make the
enquiry, and report as aforesaid.”— Code of Criminal Procedure.

The Government have further ordered—

¢ 1st.—That, when the death oceurs in the sudder sub-division, the body
should, in suspicious cases, be forwarded to the civil surgeon.

“apd.—When the death occurs in a sub-division, and there is a sub-assistant
surgeon or European medical officer attached to it, he should hold the post-
mortent.,

# 3rd.—In a sub-division where there is only a native doector, whenever the
state of the dead body, the distance, the weather, or the state of the roads
renders it improbable that the body will reach the sudder station in such a
condition as to enable the civil surgeon satisfactorily to hold a post-meriem,
the body must be sent to the sub-divisional medical officer. A copy of the
report of such officer will, however, be submitted to the civil surgeon, who will
make any remarks he may think proper in the margin of the report, for the
information of the sub-divisional officer, When the body bears extermal
marks of violence, the sub-divisional officer should, if possible, view the body
in the presence of the native doctor.

“ When, on the other hand, circumstances permit, the body should be sent to
the sudder station for examination by the civil surgeon, and at such examina-
tion the native doctor or sub-assistant surgeon at the sudder station should
be present, so that he may be able to attend, if required, at the sub-divisional
court, and give evidence as to the cause of death, in cases in which the absence
of the surgeon on duty would be attended with inconvenience to those under
his medical charge."—B. G. Cir. 0., No. 4970, 1863, and O Kinealy's Ed. of
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1868, p. 85.

“ Magistrates should be careful that, in every case of suspected death, the body
is taken direct to the civil surgeon by the police, who should lose no time in
despatching it, with such information as to the history of case, symptoms, &c.,
as can be procured without the occurrence of delay. After the civil surgeon,

investigation iz going on and the sudder station of the magistrate. The deputy or assistant,
after inspecting the corpse, or wounded person, as the case may be, will lose ne time in send-
ing the same on to the sudder station for examination by the ecivil surgeon.—Rule 4 of
Rules for the Guidance of Deputy Magistrates and Assistanis in charge of Sub-divisions,
Government Cireular Order, February 18th, 1846.—Stipwith’s Magisirate's Guide, 3rd ed.
4to., 1849,

-
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on completion of the post-morfem examination, and preparation of the subjects
for despatch to the chemical examiner, has communicated the necessity for such
despatch to the magistrate, the latter will prepare the report of the circum-
stances attending the death as they can be ascertained. The magistrates shoukl
instruct the police, that, after the despatch of the body with the requisite
information to the civil surgeon, they are to abstain from further communica-
tion with that officer, except through the magistrate."—Agra Sudder Couri
Clircular 11, 1866.

The Judicial Commissioner, Punjab [10th January 1862], instructed the
police to hold enquiries in all cases of unnatural or sudden death; but, if the
homicide did not appear to have been culpable [s. 299, Penal Code,] he directed
them not to interfere or mulct the perpetrator.—Prinsep's Code of Criminal
Procedure, 2nd ed., p. 73.

In 1865, the Principal Inspector-General of the Medical Department in Bengal
having brought to notice that, owing to the very meagre information collected,
and to the imperfect manner in which, in cases of poisoning® or death, the first
investigations are frequently conducted, much important medico-legal evidence
is often lost,—the following hints drawn up by Dr. Hutchinson, the Civil Surgeon
of Patna, were circulated to the police, for general information : —

In cases of Hanging or Strangulation.

1. Note, if possible, before cutting down the body, or removing the strangu-
lating medium, any lividity of face, especially of lips and eyelids; any projection
of the eyes; the state of the tongue, whether enlarged and protruded, or com-
pressed within the lips; the escape of any fluid from mouth and nostrils, and
direction of its flow.

2. On cutting down the body, or removing the strangulating medium, note
particularly the state of the neck, whether bruised along the line of strangula-
tion.

3. Note the direction of the mark, whether circular or obligue.

4. Note the state of the thumbs, whether crossed over the palm.

5. If possible, bring away the materials by which the hanging or strangula-
tion has been effected.

On finding a Body in a Tank or Well.

1. Note any marks of blood about the mouth, or on the sides of the well or
tank.

2, On removing the body, carefully examine for and note any external marks
of injury, especially about head and neck.

3. Note state of skin, whether smooth or rough.

4. Examine the hands, and carefully remove anything they may hold.

In the case of a Body found murdered in an Open Field.

1. Note the number, character, and appearances of any injuries,
2. Bhould a weapon be found, cover with paper, and seal any marks of
blood, and especially note and preserve any adherent hairs,

* The flules to be observed in cases of suspected Poisoning will be found in the Chapter on
Poisons.
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3. Inthe case of an exposed infant, note the state of the cord, especially
if tied, and any marks of violence. '

In a case of presumed Murder and Burial of the Remains.

1. Examine for and note any marks of violence, about the skull especially.

2. Note carefully any indications of sex ; especially bring away a jaw and
the bomes of the pelvis.

3. If any suspicions of poisoning, bring away (sealed) the earth where the
stomach would have been.

4. If the body, presumed to have been murderad, has been burned, collect
and bring in any fragments of boues which may be found among the ashes.

In Kape or Unnatural Offences.
Send in the lower garments worn by the persons when assaulted.

It is held to be the duty of medical officers to examine all bodies sent
in by the police, as soon as practicable after their arrival at the sudder
station.

In Bengal, police officers are supplied with the form of printed leiter, a
copy of which is given below, which is forwarded to the civil surgeon,
not only in eases of assault, &e., but also in those where an explanation of
the cause of death is required : :

Bexgarn Povice Form, No. 27.

Nov,
Frou
Tae DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE,
T
Tiue CIVIL SURGEON or
IR,

I mave to request the favor of your examining
sent to the hospital on the
Be =0 good as to fill up the columns on the reverse of this letter, and return it
to me with such remarks as you may consider necessary, to show clearly your
opinion of the cause of
2, All that is at present known of the case is as follows :—

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

District Superintendent.
DisTrICT SUPERINTEXSDEST'S DPFICE,

The 1%
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At the end of this letter, police officers usually insert a few words indica-
tive of the alleged cause of death ; such as—* Reported to have died with
symptoms of poisoning ;” or—* Stated to have been severcly beaten.”
Indeed the form, being printed rather widely on one side of a half sheet of
foolseap paper, does not admit of the insertion of many explanatory remarks.

I stated in 1855 that it by no means unfrequently oceurred that, either
from delay on the part of the darogah in tramsmitting the sooruthal
(sooret-hal, narrative or report of inquest), or from some other cause,
the medical officer finds himself called npon to examing and to report upon
the cause of death in a case regarding which he has not been furnished with
a single guiding fact,

Upon this My Cominentator remarked : * The sooruthal has nothing to
do with the sending in of the body.,” [It had in Bengal, as will be seen on
rveference to the rules then in force—Note to page 30.] “Itis the abstract of
the ease which is made up after the completion of the thannak enguiry :
this may oceupy two, three, or more days. If every corpse were kept in the
thannak till the completion of the sooruthal, the position of a civil surgeon
would be trying indeed ; the sooruthal, however, has nothing to do with
the medical investigation, the information for which is forwarded in a small
nuksha with the body, This information is generally meagre, often
incorreet, and not unfrequently downright false. It does not follow, how-
ever, that the thannahdar is to blame. He is not omniscient, and he can
ouly give what information he may have obtained from others ; nor is
it always possible to punish the fabricator of false information, for his
identity is as difficult of discovery as the identity of a seven days’ corpse.
The thannahdar trusts to the chowkeedar, who says that he was told by
the zemindar, who heard it from some one else who turns out to be the
father of the accused man himself. Perhaps the information given,
although apparently false, may be substauntially true. We will relate a
case in point. A gentleman beat his punkah coolie with a slipper for going
to sleep ; some hours after, the man was taken seriously ill. He became
giddy and partially ¢comatose. In this condition he was immediately taken
before the doctor. He was made to vomit, and brought up a quantity
of dhatoora seeds, which he had taken in a fit of passion after a love
quarrel. Now, if this circumstance had oceurred away from the station,
and the man had died, the body would have been sent in with the
remark ¢ said to have died from the effects of beating.” The medical
examination would have established death from the effects of dhatoora ;
or, in default of a thorough examination, ‘no apparent traces of injury.’

“ A consideration of these circumstances will show how difficult it is
to furnish the ecivil surgeon with really trustworthy information, by
which his researches may be guided. The sooruthal, which gives an
absirvact of the whole case, contains this information ; but it can never be
ready in time for transmission with the body. As to the suzgestions
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which Dr. Chevers gives about obtaining an accurate deseription of the
position of the body, &e.* there is not a magistrate who does not try
to obtain this desideratum, but natives will not be aceurate” [They will,
in time, if those who teach them are sufficiently persistent in selecting
men who have fair powers of observation and in training them into habits
of accuracy, and then make it worth their while to be accurate ; a man is
generally accurate in his observation of that which tends to his own
personal interest.] “A davogah considers that he has performed a feat of
aceuracy, when he has measured the length of a wound, and distinguished
a graze or a hatchet blow from the stroke of a tulwar. He cannot expect
accurate descriptions from men who are not aceurate observers ; and to
tell a darogah to observe accurately is to tell him to change his nature.”

It is certainly difficult to make a man change his nature, but it is
observed that the hope of Kuies and of promotion often modifies and
improves human nature considerably. No doubt there is a great deal
of truth in the above commentary, still it is evidently the duty of eivil
surgeons to insist inflexibly upon the fullest possible reports—and a good
deal of guiding information is, in most eases, immediately procurable.

A very experienced eivil surgeon in this neighbourhood writes me—
“Very little information, as a rule, is sent with the request to examine,
and my impression is that the inguest held by native inspectors iz gener-
ally very superficial.”  Another old officer, in medical charge of a very
important district, tells me that, until very lately, he used to receive with
the bodies nothing but the short vernacular chellans. When the brevity
of these came to the peint of * the body af sent for examination,”
he urged and obtained a reform,

The following letter, from the Sessions Judge of Bhaugulpore to the
Magistrate of the district, points out the action which ought to be taken
by civil surgeons in noticing important irregularitics or omissions in
reports of mofussil police inquesis :

“ In the within trial before this court, the police inquest, 17th March
1857, No. 3, on the murdered boy Ram Secin, though deseribing death
generally to have been eaused by strangulation, was utterly wanting in the
following partieulars deposed to by Dr. Farncombe,—*¢ and from the protru-
sion of the eyes and tongue, I think it very likely that strangulation was
the eause of death.” Neither inquest, nor the attesting witnesses thereto,
observe anything of the kind, Such grave diserepancy ought to be
cleared up at the time by the magisterial authorities, as it is vain to
expect it when brought up at a distant period before the sessions court.

& Tt is the practice, in other districts, for a copy of the mofussil inguest to
accompany the body. This copy is handed to the medical officer for his
information, simultaneously with his examination of the boedy, and he

mzm e

* RBee page 43 of this volume.
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countersigns it in acknowledgment of his having done so, when it should
be duly filed with the record. It will then, of course, be the duty of the
medical officer to bring to your notice any impertant irvegularities or
omissions in the mofussil inquest which may seem to call for emergent
enquiry ; aud in that case, of course, timely enquiry will duly follow, and
the matter be cleared up before it comes before the sessions court. I
would, therefore, suggest your duly instrueting your subordinates and the
medical officer on the subject.”*

A curious glimpse of the Crowner’s "Quest Law of the Madras Village
Punchayets in 1862, is given by Native Surgeon Ruthnum Moodelly -f

He tells us that the members of the punchayets are often men from the
dregs of society, picked up indiseriminately without the slightest regard
to their diseretion and respectability. They perform their temporary duty
very reluctantly, pay no attention to the proceedings at the inquest, and
are glad to get rid of a vexatious task by finding any verdict they please.
“ Never differ” is their motto—and they, on every oceasion, concur in the
same opinion. “ Who is to know that these worthies are not themselves
privy to the base and sordid underhand dealings of some village moonsiff ? 7
But, if a medical opinion on the case before them is thought neces:ary,
the depositions are not completed until the doctor arrives and gives a certi-
ficate on the results of his post-mortem examination ; smd, on his retiring,
the arbitrators change their opinion, if they had formed one, and the record
is made to tally with the views of the medical officer. A little extortion
from both the innoeent and the guilty concludes the proceedings. He
adds that he has attended a great number of inquests, and that his deserip-
tion is by no means exaggerated. On the contrary, he is fully convinced
that the monstrous evils complained of are but poorly represented, inasmuch
as they interfere with the medieal evidence which they sometimes sup-
plant. We can readily agree with N. S. Moodelly that * the institution of
the punchayet is a complete failure,” and also assent to the argument of one
who has recently advoeated the substitution of the punchayet system for the
village police in Bengal that * the utility of the institution will be contin-
gent on the possibility of finding honest and intelligent men to work it.”

When, as generally happens, death has taken place several days previous-
ly, and decomposition of the body has advaneced fo a horrible extent, the
task placed before the surgeon, who is really desirous to throw some light
upon a case which he doubts not involves questions of vital moment, is a
very trying and diffienlt one. The order forbidding the police to send in
bodies for examination whenever it is probable that, on account of the
weather or of the distance, they will reach the sudder station in a state

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, June 27th, 1857, p. 796. It is directed, in Bengzal Police
Circular, No. 19 of the 17th September 1869, that the final order in every case shall be
communicated to the Civil Surgeon—see Chapter on Medical Evidence,

t Madras Quarterly Journal of Med. S, for October 1862, p. 311.
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of advaneed putrefaction, is not always attended to ; and account is not
generally taken of the rapidity with which decomposition advances in a
body wrapped in a sheet of matting, hurried along some thirty or forty
miles through a burning atmosphere, at from two to ten days after death,
Judging by my own experience at different stations, a body can seldom
be sent in, from a remote part of the district, within less than two or
three days after death. Under these cireumstances, its very appearance,
when freed from its swathings, is almost appalling, even to the initiated :—
bloated in every part, almost to bursting, with its limbs widely separated
by sheer gaseous distention ; the eyes dissolving and forced from their
sockets ; the tongue enormously swollen and protruded between the teeth,
throngh which the gases of putrefaction bubble with loud ecrepitations ;
the skin everywhere separated, displaying the white surface beneath,
marbled with gangrenous blotches and veinings, and preyed upon by
gigantic ants and beetles of sinister aspeet, and by maggots which
roll forth in measures-full when the cloths are unloosed. A body of this
kind offers no very safe or encouraging field for the morbid anatomist’s
researches.

It is true that, in all such eases, the eivil surgeon is at liberty to decline
to make an internal examination ; still, if furnished with a distinet clue,
he would very often be able to throw a light upon the cause of death, suffi-
cient for the purposes of justice, even when decomposition had advanced
considerably. Too great stress needs not be laid upon the rule of avoiding
to send in bodies, when it is even eertain that they will reach the sudder
station in an extremely putrid condition, as it will frequently happen that
even a single glance at the most decomposed corpse will reveal much to the
experienced eye. For instance, a body was sent to my hospital at Chitta-
gong in a very advanced state of putrefaction ; the history was not furnished.
I was about to desire that it might be buried, when I was struck with some-
thing unusual in the position of the head. Upon further examination, I found
a fracture of the vertebre of the neck, A person was stated by the police
to have died in consequence of a severe beating ; the accused declared that
death had resulted from cholera, The body was so offensive as to be
scarcely approachable. No wound or fracture could be perceived,—the
presence of solid fieces in the mats, however, enabled me to declare that
the ease had mot been one of cholera. When at Howrah, I viewed the
body of a pregnant female, in which the work of decomposition had fally
revealed the history of her death. After it had been placed in the dead-
house, aceumulation of gas in the intestines had eaused the contents of
the uterus to be expelled,—there lay a much-decomposed feetus of about
four months, and with it a portion of the intensely acrid root of the
Plumbago Rosea, seven inches and a half in length, thickly coated with
inflammatory mucous deposit. Aun almost precisely similar case oceurred
to Dr. Clementson in the Dispensary at Berhampore (Madras Presidency)

L
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in 1866.* Again, in a case of alleged death by hanging, where any
idea of dissection was quite out of the question, a close examination
of the skin of the neck revealed perfectly convincing traces of the
pressure which the rope had occasioned. In the Court of Criminal
Referred Jurisdiction, January 17th, 1868, Mr. Justice Elphinstone Jack-
son suggested,—in the case of Beebun Awurut, who had been sentenced to
death by the Officiating Sessions Judge of Moorshedabad, on a charge of
murdering her niece, aged three years, by throwing her into a small water-
hole,—that, although the civil surgeon did not examine the brain as the
body was too far advanced in decomposition, such an examination might
have proved that the child had suffered injury to the braiu by a fall upon
its head (the prisoner having alleged before the magistrate that the
deceased running after her, she had given it a push which cansed it
to fall down senseless), and that the death was not caused by drowning.
The extremely decomposed state of a body cannot afford any grounds
for overlooking anything remarkable in its outward condition. Thus, in
a certain trial of a man for cutting his wife's throat, the medical officer
testified that the wound was two inches deep and extended from the back to
the front of the neck on the left side; and that such a wound would cau=e
death. But the corpse was in so decomposed a stafe, when it reached
him, that he could not positively state whether the wound was inflicted
before or immediately after death. The state of the body need not have
prevented examination of the hands, the sound or wounded eondition of
which forms so leading a eriterion in cases of eut-throat. Many other
similar instances might be enumerated, They, however, merely tend to
confirm and strengthen the necessity of the principle that the police should
furnish ample information for the guidance of the medieal officer in every
case ; and, most especially, in those instances where it iz evident that the
task of unravelling the truth will be one of exceeding difficulty. I believe
that, in nearly all cases, police officers and magistrates are perfectly willing
to afford the medical officer every information and assistanee in their power;
still it appears probable that there exists a very prevalent idea that it is
merely necessary to place a body, however decomposed, before a medical
man, to enable him to reveal fully the causes of death. It is certainly
a truth, which the criminal histories of every year show forth with
almost supernatural distinetness, that—

“ Murder hath speech, and will declare itself
With most miraculons organ "f——

Still, a very close devotion of thirty-five years to the study of morbid
anatomy has convinced me, that this is one of the most unfair and most

- e — - — — .

* Madras Quarterly Journal of Medical Science, Vol X., p. 181,
t A belief in the maxim that “ Murder will out” is general among the Natives of India.

“ Sin is never hidden™ is a Bengali proverb, for which I am indebted to the kinduess of
the Rev, James Long,.

E 3
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unsafe gquestions that ean be put to a medieal man. In England,—where
such investigations are, of course, made with very much greater facility
than in India,—a difficulty of this kind exceedingly rarely comes before
those who are most engaged in post-mortem examinations. There, in at
least ninety-nine cases out of every hundred, the operator is enabled to
obtain, beforehand, some kind of clue which may guide him in his obscure
inquiry. Exeept in cases where it iz found absolutely impossible to
obtain information, no surgeon can be fairly expected to unravel every tissue
of a body from which life may have been expelled by any one of a hun-
dred causes,—such as by the softening of part of a nervous centre, by a
stroke of lightning, by a snake-bite, by exposure to a poisonous gas, by a
blow over the stomach, by a bodkin thrust into some vital organ, from
hydrophobia or idiopathic tetanus, by the effects of a few drops of prussic
acid, or of a few grains of strychnia,—the detection of every one of
which would become an undertaking of greater and greater difficulty
with every hour that elapsed after the departure of vital heat. When the
process of decomposition has fully commenced, the surgeon cannot fairly
be expected to succeed in throwing any light upon the cause of death,—
or even to undertake the examination,—unless he ¢an be enabled to judge
with precision in what direction his search must be pursued, as, for
instance, where it is known that a blow has been inflicted over a
certain vital part, or it is believed that a mineral poison has been
swallowed. In the absence of the neecessary information regarding
the cireumstances preceding death, the best surgeon is frequently liable
to deduce a partial, and therefore erroneons, opinion from his examina-
tion of the bodies even of the recently dead. Two or three probable
instances will suffice in illustration. A person suffering from cholera
has his end hastened by a (let us say homeeopathic) dose of arsenie; or a
plague-stricken wreteh is strangled ; or an unfortunate, in this country, is
attacked and suffocated :—are the surgeons to blame if, on discovering
the ordinary vestiges of destructive intestinal disease, the deadly car-
buneles, and that cerebral congestion which may so sufficiently represent
the effeets of heat apoplexy,® they form their decisions, and record their
evidence upon these, overlooking entirely the few scattered grains of
impalpable powder, the finger-marks upon the swollen neck, and the
evidences of asphyxia, wherein the truth lay hidden ?

Althongh the Regulation guiding the police in sending bodies with
sufficiently explanatory details to the medieal officers for examination i,
as we have seen, very frequently overlocked, it rules in a perfeetly clear
and unequivoeal manuer that the civil surgeon is to be held as a party

* It is well known that heat apoplexy (or, more properly speaking, death from extreme
heat) may oceur quite out of the influence of the sun's rays. In India, many cases occur at
night. As in nearly all cases involving a severe shock to the nervous system, the first
effect of the destructive influence is to arrest the supply of blood to the cerebral system,
With renction, however, we have all the evidenees of intense congestion of the brain,
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in the judicial inquiry ; that no attempt is to be made to keep him in the
dark ; and that all possible aid and information are to be afforded him
in his task of uoravelling the medico-legal difficulties of the case. The
Cireular Order, No. 152 of November 24th, 1843, directed that—

“ In sending the bodies to the civil surgeon for examination, the
magistrate shall furnish him with all available information as to the
cause of death.”

This rule, however, does not appear to have been formerly adhered to
with strictness in the North-West Provinces. In a ease of child marder,
tried at Cawnpore in 1852, the eivil surgeon sfated that the infant pre-
bably died from econcussion of the brain, but that he did not make an
examination of the head or brain; that, not having any idea of the
cireumstances under which the examination was required, and the infant
being newly born, he, not perceiving any appearance of a blow, satisfied
himself with examining the bowels and viseera, where disease or appear-
ance of poisoning would, most probably, be detected. He had become
aware that this was omission on his part, which he assured the judge
would not oceur again, e desired, in future, to have an outline of the
circumstances under which bodies for report might be sent to him, in
order that he might have some guide to the organs most requiring
scientific examination. * This,” however, the judge thought, *“would
interfere with a principle of criminal justice, and would be anologous
to putting leading questions, the answers fo which would not be
evidence, nor would it be fair to the prisoner ; for, though a severe sword-
cut might be reported on, the presence of a diseased lung or spleen
might pass unnoticed, though the actual cause of death.” In their
remarks upon this case, the superior Court decided that * the ecommuni-
cation which had passed between the sessions judge and the eivil
surgeon was altogether irregular and objectionable.™®  As, however, the
animadversion of the Court does not appear to have been particularly
directed to the above opinion, and as there is reason to believe that a
similar view of the question may be entertained by other judicial officers,
this point still appears to demand an anthoritative decision.

It would, of course, be presumptuous to attempt to discuss the question
here, except in its medieal bearings. Still many able jurists, among
whom those of France may be especially mentioned, disapprove of that
strict avoidance of leading questions which so strongly marks all judicial
proceedings in England.f

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N. W. P., December 21st, 1852,

t “The Scottish lawyers regard with a sacred and scrupulous horror every question sa
shaped by-the counsel examining as fo convey to o witness the least intimation of the nature
of the answer which is desired of him. These seruples, though founded on an excellent
pringiple; ave sometimes earried to an absurd piteh of nicety, especially as it is generally
casy for a lawyer, who has his wits about him, to elude the objection."—Sm: W, Scorr, ]

L&
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The position of the medical witness in a eriminal question, is, however,
altogether different from that of an ordinary witness to matters of faet.
When consulted by the police in a case of assault, wounding, or poisoning,
he is not, in the first place, o Witness ; he ig, like the police themselves,
an active Agent in the inguiry. Can it be that each of the parties con-
cerned in this inquiry is under obligation to pursue the search through-
out, guided only by his own light, keeping all the others sedulously in
the dark ¥ When, later in the inquest, the evidence of the medieal witness
is called for, it is evident that, in nearly nine cases out of ten, he has to
be questioned, not upon plain facts, but upon obseure points of opinion
and judgment. He can have no motive for collusion ; it is a Decision
rather than an Evidence which the law demands of him ; he is, in fact,
the arbitrator of a most essential portion of the ease: with him alone
lies the determination of those leading portions of the inquiry which are
set before him,—upon these he stands in judgment ; and all attainable
light must be thrown vpon every point of difficulty which he may be
called upon to weigh.

In short, medical jurists cannot be too conversant with the details of
the judicial inguiries in which their opinions are called for ; and all reserve
in furhishing them with the information which they require involves an
infraction of the law as established both in England and in India.

About two years ago, the Judicial Commissioner, N. W. Provineces,
ordered that every veport of a post-mortem examination, in a judicial
case, should comprehend the whole appearances discovered on full
inspeetion of the body. Mr. George Barnard demurred at this, admitting
that the fullest possible examination should invariably be made, but hold-
ing, with Casper, that extrancous faets only tend to confuse the judicial
mind when introduced in such reports,

The true principle of action iz that,—while the civil surgeon’s offi-
cial statement of the eause of death, as revealed in the autopsy, cannot
well be too concise, if fully to the point,—the examination of the body
ghould be thorough, and the surgeon’s own notes (preserved for reference)
of the appearances discovered should be as minute as possible. The
plan of making partial autopsies is altogether wrong.

It has oceurred, in cases where the surgeons’ reports have shown
merely that (1) death was ecaused by injury to the head, and (2) that a
woman had died by strangulation ; that it subsequently appeared that,
in the first case, the ribs were also crushed in; and that, in the second,
rape had been committed. Here thorough examinations and full notes
would have furthered the ends of justice, and would have protected the
medical officers from a charge of carelessness.

At the request of the late Mr. Ward, when magistrate of Howrah, T,
in 1854, suggested the following Rules to be observed by darogahs in
sending dead bodies to the sudder station for examination. It must,
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however, be premised that, in this country, the approach and progress of
decomposition can be only in some degree retarded, whatever means we
may adopt. Still, it is within our power to preserve the remains against
attacks of insects and vermin, and to provide that the advance of putre-
faction shall not be unnecessarily accelerated :

“I would recommend that supplies of strong acetie acid, or of the solution
of the chloride of zine* be sent to each thannah in the station. The free appli-
cation of either of these fluids over a body will tend to delay somewhat the
progress of decomposition externally, and will be very effectual in protecting
the corpse against the destructive attacks of insects and small animals. I find
that the cost of either of these fluids will be three rupees per gquart. Rather
more than a pint of the acetic acid would be required for each body. The
chloride of zine would go considerably farther, but is somewhat objectionable, as
it would soon destroy the cloths used for enveloping the bodies.

¢ I would, therefore, beg to recommend that, immediately upon the discovery
or disinterment of a body, the darogah [now Police Officer] having carefully
observed and made notes of its position, the state of its garments, the marks of
injury, any appearances of blood, &c., on the ground, floor, walls, or furni-
ture, &c., &ec., should have it placed on a clean rattan-bottomed charpoy (one
of which might be supplied for that purpose, at small expense, to each police
station), am‘l covered with a clean sheet.

“ Care should be taken not to remove any traces of blood mud mud which may
be found on the body. Any cord, &c., on the neck or limbs, or any grass or weed
grasped in the hands, should be n]iﬁwed to remain untouched, as should also be the
case with any weapon left sticking in the body. Should delay be likely to attend
the first investigation, the body should be despatched at once, with a memoran-
dum to the magistrate of the cause of death assizned, as well as of that which is
suspecited by the police,—such as, * Alleged to have been drowned ; but supposed to
have been beaten with latthees.! The regular sooruthal should follow as
speedily as possible.

“ When considerable delay is quite unavoidable, it will be necessary to
envelope the corpse carefully in a sheet saturated with the acetic acid. Some of
the acid should also be poured into the mouth, and a cloth soaked in it should
be placed carefully over any wound that may be present.

“ Where it is possible to send the body to the medical officer within twelve hours
after death, it should merely be enveloped in a dry sheet and despatched at onee.

“ As the present mode of sending bodies enveloped in mats and slung on a
bamboo is, in many respects, objectionable, I would recommend that a wooden
ghell, with a closely fitting cover, protected above and at the sides and ends with
thick sheets of solaf and furnished with poles for the beavers, should be kept at
every thannah. For each shell should be supplied two sheets of very strong
cotton cloth or thin canvas, and a quantity of charcoal, broken up into small
pieces, could always be kept in the shell.

* Tt is now generally considered that Carbolic Acid should be supplied for this purpose, and
that it will prove most useful.

+ The spongy wood of the FEschynomene Paludoss,—a great non-conductor of heat, from
which “ rice paper” is manufactured.



44 ON MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE

“1 would also recommend that, if possible, four dome bearers should be
encouraged to live in the neighbourhood of every thannah for the speedy convey-
ance of bodies. Upon repairing to the spot at which a suspicious death had
oceurred, the darogah could be accompanied by these men with the shell, char-
coal, cloths, and a bottle of acid. : ;

“ Before placing the body in the shell, the charcoal should be emptied out
upon one of the sheets spread on the floor. The other sheet should then be
placed at the bottom of the shell, with its ends hanging out evenly over the
edze. Upon this sheet, the body, enveloped in its winding sheet saturated with
acetic acid, should be placed within the shell. The other sheet, with a portion
of the charcoal still upon it, should then be placed evenly over the body with
its ends also hanging over the edge of the shell. The shell should then be
filled to the edge with charcoal, and the lid fitted on.

“ By this arrangement, we should be enabled to lift off the whole of the char-
coal in the upper sheet, finding the body unsoiled beneath it. The body could
then be lifted from the shell, for inspection, by grasping the corners of the
lower sheet.

“The charcoal need not be used again, but it should be the duty of the
domes to clean the shell, and to wash the sheets before taking them back to the
thannal. .

“If possible, the bodies should be brought from thannah to thannah, or along
tracks where additional bearers may be obtained. The above plan, although
it would be attended with some outlay at first, would not, in all probability, be
more expensive, ultimately, than the use of bamboos and mats, which are never
employed a sccond time.

t Shauld it be found im[inss.ible to abandon the present plan of conveying
bodies, the corpse should be enveloped, 1st, in the sheet saturated with acid,
as already directed ; 2ndly, in a mat of close texture ; 3rdly, it should be placed
on a coarse mat spread with a thick layer of charcoal, broken small. The
conrse mat should then be closed over, the space between the mats being first
closely packed with charcoal, and the whole carefully bound round with split

rattans.”

Less thau two years ago, it was still the practice, in the neighbourhood
of Caleutta, to send in bodies for examivation wrapped in matting and
slung from bamboos. I learnt at the same time, in a communication from a
civil surgeon, that, in Behar “ the bodies are sent on charpaies f‘ul!y
exposed to the sun and rain, no attempt at protection or preservation with
any antiseptic being made.”

The need for good Dead-houses has been much felt in most stations
in this Presidency. Not only is it absolutely necessary that a building
should be provided sufficiently well built to protect bodies from being eaten
by jackals or gnawed by rats, but it is also of the greatest importance that
the eivil surgeon should conduct his post-mortem examivations (which in
gome stations are very numerous) in a ecool, well-lighted room, furnished
with all needful appliances,—punkah, water-supply, tables, &c. Probably,
the best dead-house ever devised for a tropical climate was one erected by
Dr. Payne in the grounds of the Dullunda Lunatic Asylum, Calcutta, a few
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years since. As regards plinth and roof, it resembled an ordinary bunga-
low, but its walls and door were made of a thick iron ganze so close-
meshed as to exclude flying iusects. The arrangement, which was liter-
ally that of a large meat-safe, was so accurate that, while the bodies were
completely protected, the medieal officer did his work within, perfectly
free from all aveidable inconvenience.

I feel confident that the general introduetion of such dead-houses would
prove a valid aid to pathological and medico-legal research in India.

IDENTITY OF DEAD BODIES.

The identification of dead bodies is among the most difficult of the
tasks which fall within the province of the Medieal Jurist. When such
eases as that which oceurred two years ago at Hackney almost dely solution
in England, where the course of judicial enquiry is generally so elear, it
must not cause surprise that, in India, where the truth almost always lies
deeply concealed, our means of deteetion should often falter.

As the Hackney case has not appeared in any work on Medical Juris-
prudence, a brief absiract may be given with advantage. On the 8th
April 1868, the dead body of a man was discovered in an unfinished housze.
It appeared that he had been dead two or three months. The hair,
moustache, and beard were mottled with blood, the eyes had been com-
pletely destroyed. The body was identified by Dr. Ellis, of St. Luke'’s
Lunatic Asylum, as that of a patient named Heasman, who eseaped from
the institution on the night of the 1st of February. The brother of the
patient eorroborated this statement. A Mrys, Banks, however, most posi-
tively identified the deceased as her hushand with whom she had lived for
thirteen years, and who had been missing three years. She had minutely
examined the remains on two oceasions, and she had not the least doubt
that they were those of her husband. She knew this to be the ease from
the fact of there being a mark on the forefinger of the right hand, which
was caused by a cut when he was very young, and round which the flesh
had never grown since. She mentioned the mark to the police before she
saw the body, and the constable who accompanied her to the mortuary
found it upon the body. Mr. E. Heasman deposed that he identified the
body as that of his brother Benjamin Heasman, who had been a clerk in
the same oflice as himself up to the early part of 1866. Witness last
gsaw him alive at St. Luke's during the winter of 1867, The delusion he
entertained was that he had been poisoned, and was a dead man. He hada
suicidal tendency. The witness was enabled to identify the body by the
squareness of the forehead, the high cheek-bones, and the general contour
of the features. He was aware that, five years since, the deceased injured
one of his fingers by doing something with the slates on the roof of his
house, but the witness had never observed the mark. It appeared that
no insurance money was likely to fall due upon proof of the death of
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either Bavks or Heasman. The stockings found upon the body were
marked with the name “ Heasman,” in the handwriting of his wife.
The wife had viewed the body, and, looking at the face, was quite sure
that it was that of her husband. She had been married to him fifteen years,
and saw him last on the 9th of January this year. She had never
noticed any scar on his finger from the accident alluded to by his brother.
She was pecuniarily a sofferer by his death. She recognised the hand-
writing on the underclothing of the deceased as being her own, and also
stated that the trowsers found upon the body were machine-made and of her
own working. Dr. Ellis showed that, in escaping, Heasman took with
him some articles of clothing belonging to other patients. The boot
found by the side of the deceased, and marked * Harnett,” belonged to a
patient of that name. In the left jaw of the patient named Heasman, a
tooth was missing, and this was also the case in the body in question.
The dress found upon it was also identical in every respect by that worn
by Heasman. A sister of Mrs. Banks thought the lower part of the
body was exceedingly like her sister’s husband, but she could not say posi-
tively that it was he. She had not seen him for seven or eight years, and
had no remembrance of the scar her sister had referred to.

It is singular that, in the reports which I have seen, nothing appears
to have been said by Dr. Gant, who made the posf-mortem examination,
regarding the sear on the finger. Dr. Ellis had not observed it.

It was, subsequently, found that deceased had died from swallowing a
]m*gﬂ quantity of opium. At the close of the first sitting of the Court,
Mprs. Banks admitted that she was thoroughly satisfied that the body was
that of Mr. Heasman and not that of her husband.

When the above ease was under discussion, two other instances were
also brought forward,* which are valuable in their resemblance to cases
which have oceurred in India.

In the number of the Times which appeared on the 24th of March
1866, there is a eurions case recorded of a body found drowned and much
decomposed, which was eclaimed by two young men as that of their
father—a Mr. Etherlngmn—mld which they burvied under that name.
Some months after his burial, however, this Mr. Etherington walks into
his daughter’s house alive and well. Of course, under these circumstances,
it becomes necessary to find out, since the body which had been interred
was not that of Etherington, whose it really was ; and then it comes out
that a certain William Turner—who when last seen had been in a very
wretched condition, covered with boils and soves, and suffering from ague,
and who had told some one that he could never go back to live where he
had previously been residing—had also been missing lately, and so it
gradually got to be suspected that the body which had been found must

* In Cnce a Week.,
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really have been his. This suspicion soon became converted into an
absolute cerfainty, when a portion of the neckerchief which had been
found on the deceazed was discovered in an odd corner of the very last
lodging which William Turner had oceupied.

This story is very like one authenticated by the coroner of Burton-upon-
Trent, and communicated by him not long afterwards to' the Times. Only
in this latter ease the body identified is that of the brother, and not the
father, of the persons c¢laiming it ; and moreover, when this last comes
forward, still in the flesh, the question as to whose, after all, were the
remains which were found in the Trent, is left unanswered,

Another story, something akin to both of these, is quoted from the Annnal
Register, by a correspondent of the Times, on the 15th of April 1868.
It was a woman this time whose body was discovered in the water (with
marks of violence on it), and it was her own father who identified it.
It was his daughter’s body, he said, and so said the neighbours also, and
she had been murdered, he was sure, by her husband, who always used
her ill. His evidence was so convineing that, at last, this bad husband was
gent for by the police, in order that he might be duly examined by the
authorities. They came back after a while, unsuccessful as to the main
object of their mission, but not unsuccessful altogether either. They had
not been able to find the man, they said, but that mattered the less as they
had found his wife—the old man’s murdered daughter—alive and well,
and had brought her back with them,

In August 1869 the body of a woman was discovered in a eanal, Death,
it was considered, had been caused by violenee, and not by suicide. A
yvoung woman named Kate Maedonald having disappeared, her parents
identified the body as that of their daughter. TIt, however, subsequently
appeared that Macdonald had, sinee her disappearance, been living at
Rochdale, where she was discovered by a police inspector. The girl seems
to have heard of the rumours of her death, but stated that she kept out of
the way because she did not wish her relatives to know where she was,

Here then are cases in which both parents, and againa father, were wrong
as to the identity of their own daughters, just as we have seen before two
sons mistaken as to that of their father, brethren as fo that of a brother,
and a wife in reference to her husband.

The following case oceurred within my own Indian experience. A. was
a patient in my European ward,—a portly Scotehman, of rather striking
appearance, approaching middle age. Some few weeks subsequent to his
discharge, a tall, stout man was brought to the hospital, one evening, dying
from the united effects of aleoholism and insolation. B., having an interest
in A., heard that his body was lying in the dead-house. She went the next
morning, saw the body, eried over it, and covered it with a sheet which she
provided for the purpose. Some one now sugeested that the body might
not be that of A. after all ; and B. was advised to write a note of enquiry



48 ON MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE

to A’s address. Ie immediately replied that he was quite well,—and T
trust that hej is still living. Here, most probably, the error arose mainly
from the fact that, in the Caleutta hot season, the bodies of fat men
certainly do become very much alike after decomposition has fully set in.

Again, an uorecognised body may be identified for some fraudulent
purpose, This appears to have happened in London in January 1870, The
body of a young woman was found in the bed-room of a waiter in a hotel
near Finsbury Square. The head and face had been so completely disfi-
gured by blows as to render identification nearly impossible. A girl of
eighteen, however, ecame forward, and identified the deceased as her sister
Cecilia Aldridge. Upon enquiry, the girl’s mother was found by the police,
and her evidence proved that the whole story told by her danghter was false
from beginning to end. It was also discovered that she was the same girl
who, when the Clerkenwell explosion oceurred, told a melancholy tale of
the loss of her father and mother, and received a considerable sum from
kind-hearted sympathisers.

The whole question of the corpus delicti, in cases of homicide, is
surrounded with peculiar difficulties in India.

There is no place in the world where it is so needful that the body
should be (1) produced and (2) fully identified as in India.

At the same time no criminals have greater facilities than those of
India in availing themselves of a relaxation of the rule demanding the
actual proof of the eorpus delicti, in the placing aside of which Bentham
argued : “ A murderer, to secure himself with impunity, would have no
“more to do but to consume or decompose the body by fire, by lime, or by
“any other of the known chemical menstrusg, or to =ink itin an un-
 fathomable part of the sea™*

Goodeve holds that, “ according to Indian law, as administered by the
Nizamut Adawlat, the finding of the body is not indispensably necessary
to warrant even a capital sentence ; but, in such cases, an irrevoeable
sentence is not usually passed.”t Goodeve here cites the ease of Kealal v,
Chundwa, 2 Nizamut Adawlat Reports, 82—bones were found, but these
not being identified, the court withheld the ecapital sentence, notwithstand-
ing a confession ; and, in one of Haubil ». Nuzeer Khan, 3 Nizamut
Adawlut Reports, 122, the result was the same notwithstanding the recog-
nition of the skull by a peculiarity in the jaw-bone.

I shall eite the two following instances of a erime, by no means rare in
India, as being merely introductory to our argument of the special neces-
sity which exists for establishing the corpus delicti in this country. The
first is abridged from Allen’s Asiatic Journal.

* 3 Judicial Evidence, 234, as eited by Goodeve.—The Law of Evidence as administered in

Eungland applied lo India, p. 300,
f Beanfort's Digest, 1857, Homicide and Murder, Index C., section 3980,
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At the time when ships only came up the Hooghly as far as Diamoud
Harbour, a passenger hired a dinghee to convey him to Caleutta. DBeing
unacquainted with the language of the native boatmen, and becoming
greatly exasperated by their apparent inertness, he laid about him with a
stick so vigorously that three of the boatmen threw themselves overboard,
and were immediately lost to view. The drowning, as it appeaved, of
these men brought him to his senses ; his alarm became manifest, and the
rest of the crew, weeping and wailing, exerted themselves to convey him to
his destination. Immediately on their arvival, they gave him in charge,
the case was heard before a magistrate, and the stranger was immediately
eommitted to jail. A true bill was found against him by the grand jury.
At the trial the charge was clearly proved on the deposition of the
survivors, and a verdict of guilty was brought in without the slichtest
hesitation. His counsel, however, brought forward a point of law which
was to be argued before the judges, and sentence was, therefore, deferred.
In the meantime, the unhappy man was visited in person by one who
spoke very fluent English, and who gave him to understand that, upon the
payment of a certain sum, he would be able to get him off by producing
the identical parties supposed to have been long ago the food of fishes,
He produced all the cash that he could command, and, accordingly, the
missing men presented themselves on the following day, and, their iden-
tity being satisfactorily proved, the accused was discharged. These
fellows were expert divers, who, immediately upon jumping out of the
boat, sank ; and, coming up again at some distance, swam to the shore. Their
comrades knowing very well how to avail themselves of the circumstance,
and acting in eoncert, the fugitives remained concesled until it was their
interest to come forward, No conspiracy could be proved against them, as
they declared they kunew nothing of the proceeding, and had concealed
themselves in alarm at having been foreed overboard ; and, thongh no eredit
was given to this declaration, it could not easily be gainsaid, while the
party - who negociated the business took care to be ont of the way.
The stranger was too glad to eseape to be anxious to pursue the matter
further.

My Commentator gives the following similar ease, which appears to have
occeurred in Caleatta about forty years ago. A ship’s ecaptain was tried
for the manslaughter of a native by knocking him overboard. He did not
deny the blow, and erowds of witnesses saw the man fall overboard and
disappear. During the progress of the case, the rascal was recognised in
the bazar by a jemadar in the service of a family with whom the
accused was intimate. He had dived after his immersion, and, having
risen up among a erowd of bathers unnoticed, he went quietly to lis home,
- and remained in fond anticipation of seeing the sahib hanged. An ae-
quittal followed the identification of this man in court.

A very prevalent crime amongst the Natives of Bengal is that of

H
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causing a person to disappear, and of charging some obnoxious individual
with his murder. Here the culprits either offer a probable explanation of
the disappearance of the body, or a putrid corpse, readily procured from
the river and disfizured with wounds, is brought forward as that of the
missing individual.

Upon examination of this body, the medical officer can probably do
little more than report that the remains are those of a male or female,
young or old, upon which he observes certain wounds, regarding which he
caunot venture any opinion as to whether they were inflicted before or after
death. Here the safety of the accused is, of course, imperilled ; unless,
as has not unfrequently happened, his alleged victim be speedily pro-
duced in full life and vigour, A fairly characteristic example of the first kind
is recorded in the Nizamut Adawlut Reports, Part 1., of 1853, p. 239, in
which * certain of the prisoners were convieted, on their own confessions of
perjury, in having falsely deposed to the fact of a murder and to the burial
of the corpse, in a trial, at the conclusion of which the alleged deceased
made his appearance in court.” “It would be impossible,” writes the
sessions judge in his report of this trial, © to imagine a case more completely
satisfactory, as regards at least the guilt of Abdool Kurrem™ [the unfortunate
accused,] © than this became when the daregah's report was completed, and
as in fact it remained, until the appearance of Pertaubnarain™ [ the murdered
man] “brought to light its real character. The prosecutrix was the
mother of the missing man ; the prineipal witnesses were his wife, Shura-
gattee, and his cousin Kanaram, while the prisoner’s own servants detailed
at length the eircumstances attending the burial of the body. There
were no inconsistencies and no contradietions in the evidence, which,
from first to last, gave the hearers the impression that a heinous crime
had indeed at last been brought to light, in spite of a powerful combina-
tion to eonceal it."”

In the Aunual Report of the Bengal Police for 1863, it is noted (p. 84),
that the detective police had succreded in the production of a man said

to have been murdered at Kishnagur.*

* My late esteemed friend, Dr. Kenneth MacKinnon, gave me the following notes, from
memory, on a very remarkable ease of this description: “When I wasat Cawnpore, a
case occurred strongly illustrative of the desirableness of producing the bodies of persons
supposed to have been murdered. Two boys set out on a journey from Bundlekund, and,
while bathing tozether, one, for the ebject of appropriating his property, threw the other into
deep water, where he was supposed to have been drowned, as he disappeared for a long time.
The supposed murderer returned to Cawnpore and, after a time, I think confessed his crime.
At any rate, he was tried by Mr. Spiers, one of the most conscientious and cautious men
that ever sat on the Bench, and condemned to death. While the proceedings were Lefore
the Agra Sudder, the lad supposed to have been drowned returned 1o his home,”

It appears that Dr, MacKinnon's recollection of this case involved one or two inaccuracies.
My Commentator remarks,—* The boy was not condemned to death; he was sentenced to
transportation for life, as the body had not been found. Substantially, the confession was
eorrect, for the recovery of the vietim was a perfect marvel. He was found insensible by a

!
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I shall quote another ecase from the paper on Native Society in
India, in Allen’s Asiatic Journal, becanse in it we find the accused con-
Sfessing to the murder of @ living person, and obtain an important hint
for our guidance in question of Identity in India. Parents deny the
identity of their dawghter, of whom they have lost sight only for three
years.

In 1809, Nubia, the daughter of a respectable Hindn named Dhar, living
in a village in the Doab, become attached to one Kulian. Her family being
adverse, she eloped with the young man, taking her valuables to a consider-
able amount. The father went to Cawnpore, where he found Kulian,
but without the girl, and had him apprehended as his daughter’s murderer.
Kulian readily acknowledged that he had taken Nubia from the village ;
and, while under examination, he informed a friend that he had buried
the greater portion of her clothes and ornaments which she had earried
away in the house which he then inhabited, pointing out the precise
place, and requesting that they might be given up to her father. He at
first preserved a mysterious silence respecting the fate of the owner,
but, the property being found, he was taken to the thannah. Here he
admitted that he had killed the girl, stating that be had thrown her
body into a nullah, and offering to show the police officers the spot.  Upon
their arrival, they searched in vain for the usual indications ; no remains
of a body could be found, nor any signs of the perpetration of a murder.
He then said that, being apprehensive of ill-usage at the thannah, he had
pleaded guilty. He also asserted that he had left his companion alive and
well in the neighbourhood of the camp at Cawnpore, but knew not what
had beecome of her afterwards, At the trial, the police positively declared
that neither threats nor violence had been employed to induee him to con-
fess. He readily admitted that he had eloped with the girl, and also acknow-
ledged that he had confessed the murder imputed to him, but declared that
he had been beaten and menaced by the police, and had, therefore, confessed
through fear. He declared his perfect ignorance of Nubia's fate, saying that,
when they neared the cantonments, they being afraid of being seen together,
it was determined that he should go into the city and procure a house, and she
entrusted her bundles to him. Leaving her beside a well, until his return,
they parted early in the morning ; onhis return, at mid-day, she had dis-
appeared. He was sentenced to thirty lashes and fo imprisonment for
fourteen years, the proof being considered insufficient to warrant eapital
punishment. About three years subsequently, Medaree, Kulian’s brother,
brought forward one whom he alleged to be Nubia. She made oath that she
was. The father and mother, however, denied her identity. Consequently,

worthy Brahmin who took him home and nursed him. He did not, however, come forward
till the sentence had heen passed.
See an extraordinary case, apparently of this kind, in Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N, W, P

Sept. 18th, 1854, p. 381; and another in the Police Report, L. P., for 1844, n, 87, 5
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Medaree and the girl were sued for perjury. The father, mother, and an
intimate friend of the family, who had been acquainted with Nubia from
infaney, positively denied that she was Nubia. On the other hand, four
witnesses were found who had known Nubia from her ehildhood, who as
positively testified to her identity. The family disgrace and the loss of
caste which she had incurred ereated a suspicion in the mind of the Court
that Hindus of respectability might be unwilling to admit that a person,
known to have misconducted herself for years, really belonged to them. She
stated that, being tived of waiting at the well for Kulian, she set forward in
search of him, and, while thus fruitlessly employed, met with a soldier
belonging to one of the regiments stationed there, and, after considerable
persuasion, was induced to place herself under his protection, and accom-
pany him home. The regiment being shortly afterwards ordered away,
she had quitted Cawnpore, and had only lately returned, when meeting
Kulian’s brother, she had come forward in his justification. No
evidence was adduced in support of this statement, and the whole question
rested entirely upon the probability of the parents denying their
daughter, in consequence of motives which, under the cirenmstances,
were very likely to influence them. The Court also perceived a resem-
blance between the mother and the alleged daughter, and, the testimony
of the person ecalling herself Nubia being the individual whose identity
ghe elaimed appearing to preponderate, ghe and Medaree were acquitted.
The sentence of Kulian now required revision ; he was only amenable
to punishment for the abduection of an unmarried female, and for carry-
ing off property of considerable value; but, as he had voluntarily
returned the greater portion, and moreover had suffered nearly four
years’ imprisonment, the punishment undergone was deemed quite adequate
to the offence. He was dizeharged.

In the case of Pertaubnarain [page 507, as well as in three similar
instances of which I possezs notes, no body was produced. 1t was stated
that the corpse of the murdered man had been dug up, and thrown into the
sea for greater security.® Still, in eases of this complexion, it merely
requires a little more audacity in the eriminals to produce, if necessary, a
wounded body as that of the murdered person, trusting to its disfigurement
and to the medienl officer’s inexperience ; and such instances have cecurred.,

Some thirty years ago, the Collector of Chittagong, having been charged
with the duty of carrying ont a new and very unpopular system of assess-
ment, made enemies ; and, on waking one morning, was astonished to find
in his verandah two mangled dead bodies, which it was, doubtless, intended
ghould be regarded by the public as the vietims of his eruelty.

Iu his report for 1866,1 the Inspector-General of Police, L. P., states

* An admirably graphie description of a doubtless true case of this kind will be found in
the Revelations of an Orderly, p. 18
+ Page 47.
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that a head constable at Rungpore induced a woman to say that a certain
corpse found floating on a river was that of her adopted father. e fur-
ther instigated her to charge five men with the murder. At this june-
ture a sub-inspector took up the case, and the five men were arrested
and kept for the night in the custody of these constables ; these men
maltreated their prisoners, and thereby indneed them to confess that they
had committed the murder. When the trial was going on, the missing man
came into court. The police officers eoncerned in the enquiry were sen-
tenced to five years' rigorous imprisonment, with the exception of the sub-
inspector, who was acquitted. (For a full detail of this case, see p. 69).

In 1855, Ali Jamin Sheikh was convicted at East Burdwan of
conspiracy and perjury, and sentenced fo seven years' imprisomment under
the following cirecomstances. Disputes were going on between a tolook-
dar and some of his ryots. A jemadar was sent to the village to prevent
a breach of the peace. He saw the body of Umbicachurn, brother of one
of the ryots engaged in the dispute, wrapped in a bloody cloth, The
thateh of the roof was burning., The dead man’s brother told him that
the talookdar had come to his house with an armed foree, and, the deceased
having annoyed him, the man was, by his order, struck on the head
with a bamboo, and died in consequence, and the house was set fire. The
body was examined by the civil assistant surgeon, who found that it
was muoch emaciated ; that a bad form of diarrhwea was the eause of death ;
and that there were two parallel euts on the head, which had probably
been made after death, and which eould not possibly have been the cause
of death. There was evidence that the prisoners had consulted together
and agreed to accuse the talookdar. Ali Jamin Sheikh stated that he saw
ten or fifteen men, with lattees, running off ; and that he saw deceased
“lying murdered in his house, and blood issuing from his head, where there
were two wounds made by lattees, and that his skull was fractured.” ¢ He
must have been aware,” the sessions judge observed, “ that deceased died
from natural canses, and there is no reason to suppose that he was really
deceived as to the true cause of the man’s death.”®

In the previous year certain prisoners at Tirhoot were convicted by the
sessions judge of “conspiracy for the purpose of proving a false and
malicious charge of murder against Sookhlall Rai ; aud, for that purpose,
fabricating wounds on a dead body, in order to induce the belief that
deceased had died from violence.” Many witnesses testified that deceased
died a natural death, and the medieal officer reported that, in his opivion,
the wound had been fabricated after death, deceased having died from
natural causes, The statement of the late Dr. Simpson (a most able officer)
is as follows: “The body was that of an old man much emaciated, the
head was almost separated from the trunk between the 3rd and 4th verte-

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, October 30th, 1856, page 834
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bre of the neck, the eut through the integuments in front was a clean,
unjagged cut, as if made at one incision with a sharp cutting weapon.
There was also a deep eut at the back of the neek near the trunk, wound-
ing the spine. Along the top of the left shoulder, there was a deep cut,
wounding the shoulder joints, eollar bone, and shoulder blade, There was
also a deep ent in front of the right shoulder-joint, wounding the arm-
bone, eollar-bone, and shoulder-blade. There were also two slight cuts on
the back ; there was no material effusion of blood, nor extravasation of
blood into the surrounding parts, or retraction of the muscles, showing that
all these injuries had been inflicted after death ; of this there cannot
be a possibility of adoubt. * The right lung was completely disorganised
by disease, being in a state of suppuration from long-standing tubercular
diseaze. The left lung was alzo affected, but to a less extent. This was
the cause of death, The body was undecomposed, and in a fit state for
medical examination, 50 as to leave no doubt as to the above points.”

In consequence of certain irregularities in the manner in which the
depositions were taken, the conviction was not upheld by the court of
appeal.®

The following is from Allen’s Asiatic Journal :—

A wealthy mahajun had a young and handsome wife, of whom he
was known to be exceedingly jealous, They had no family, and,
in the event of his death, his property would go to a relative,
with whom he was at variance. This person, named Khan DBeg,
an idle, dissipated fellow, glanced a longing eye upon the inheritance, and
cast about for the means by which he might succeed to it. Reduced to
poverty by his extravagance, he knew that it would be vain to ask assist-
ance from a kinsman whom he had justly ineensed by repeated transgres-
sions ; and, finding a ready accomplice in a domestie in the merchant’s
establishment, he set a scheme on foot, which promised to be successful.
It appeared that Ibrahim Beg had, in a fit of jealousy, sold, discharged,
and otherwise got rid of his wife’s female attendants, and that she had
nobody to wait upon her but a slave girl, so stupid, as to be ineapable of
being very observant respecting what was going on in the house. Hither-
to, the husband had treated his wife with kinduess, but, being irritated by
suspicions instilled into his mind in the most Iago-like manner by Emamee,
the servant, he lifted his hand against her, and the poor girl, frightened
and in pain, screamed dreadfully. The next morning she was not to be
found, and information was given at the nearest thannah that the woman
had been murdered. The officers of justice immediately came, and
Emamee deposed to the quarrel, but said that his master had sent him
away on a message afler it had occurred, and that he knew nothing more
of the matter. Search was made throughout the premises; some of the

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, July 31st, 1855, page 180,
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earth in the court-yard appearing to have been removed ; on looking far-
ther, the body of a woman was discovered, but the head was nowhere
to be found. Ibrahim Bez was of course apprehended, and carried to
prison ; it was in vain he protested his innocence, declaring that, imme-
diately after the unfortunate quarvel with his wife, either exhausted by
the violence of his emotions, or stupefied by some drug administered to
him in his drink, he had fallen fast asleep, and remained unconscious of
everything that had oceunrred until a late hour ‘in the morning. The
absence of Emamee upon his master's business was satisfactorily proved
by some of his confederates ; he identified a bangle found upon the arm
of the corpse as one belonging to his mistress, which he got mended for
her ; while the slave-girl, who said that she had run away and hidden
herself when hiz master beat his wife, and had found the door of the apart-
ment locked upon her when she desired to leave it, expressed her convie-
tion that the body was that of Chumbelee, her mistress. an,hing, in fact,
could be more conclusive, the head alone being wanted to complete the
chain of evidence. Ibrahim Beg's jealousy of his wife was notorious,
and her screams were heard by all the neighbours on the fatal evening.
At trial, notwithstanding the opinion of the native law-officer, who
stickled for the production of the head, the ease was referred to the
Nizamut Adawlut, and nol a doubt was entertained of the murder, Ibrahim
Beg had some friends, and the greater number endeavoured, by every
means in their power, to induce him to confess the erime with which he
had been charged. Generally speaking, natives of India are very willing,
after apprehension, and more especially after condemnation, to acknow-
ledge their guilt, and to state all the cireumstances connected with it. In
many instances, the confession of the prisoner forms the principal evidence
against him, and a relation of the whole particulars in a case of murder is
seldom wanted for the satisfaction of the inguirers, who hear the whole
account from the perpetrator himself. Ibrahim Beg, however, continued
stoutly to deny all participation in his wife’s disappearance, and as per-
emptorily to declare that the body produced was not that of Chumbelee.
Unfortunately for him, he had kept her too strictly secluded for many
persons to be able to question the identity, and his asseverations went for
nothing. Time passed away ; the evidence against the prisoner was
deemed conclusive by the superior court, and a day was appointed for
his exccution. Khan Beg’s spirits rose at the prospect of immediate
possession ; already he gave himself the airs of a man of great wealth,
and it was observed that Emamee had entively deserted his old master,
and become atiached to his heir and successor : eircumstances which
raised some indignation against the faithless domestic, who had so long
eaten the prisoner’s salt, but did not ereate any suspicion of treasonable
acts towards him. At length, the very day before that on which the
sentence was to be carvied into effect, the assistant to the judge and
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magistrate received intimation that Chumbelee was in existence, and living
not above twenty miles from the scene of her alleged murder. Though
gearcely crediting the intelligence, yet, a life being at stake, he deter-
mined to ascertain the fact in person, and, having despatched horses and
bearers to the place, rode over himself in the evening. The woman, it
appeared, had been placed in the custody of a gang of fakeers, who had
established themselves in a tomb; and, as these fellows were expert in all
sorts of devices, it would be necessary to take them by surprise. Accord-
ingly, the village police were summoned eautiously, the tomb surrounded,
and search being made, Chumbelee was found ™ a subterrancan apartment,
She was immediately” placed in a doolee prepared for her, and conveyed to
the city. Emamee and Khan Beg were apprehended.  The former, on per-
ceiving that the whole plan had failed, gave the necessary explanation.
He stated, in the first instance, that an uafortunate propensity to gambling
had put him into the power of IKhan Beg, who assailed his integrity with
temptations too strong to be resisted ; that the affair had been projected
for a long time, and was executed the moment a body eould be procured
which might pass for that of Chumbelee ; that, at length, a not very
disconsolate widower was found, who was very willing to part with the
corpse of his wife for a consideration, but, being afraid to produce the
head, they cut it off, and contented themselves with the trunk ; that
Emamee inflamed the mind of his master by a fabricated account of his
wife’s misconduet, and, when she had wept and moaned herself to sleep,
and Ibrahim had become insensible from the effects of a drog, the slave-
girl being locked up in the room in which she had hidden herself, he
enveloped Chumbelee in a dark blanket, and, giving her into the custody
of the fukeers of the tomb, who were in waiting to receive her, proceeded
to dispose of the corpse ; that, in this undertaking, he was assisted by
Khan Beg, and having managed everything, as they thought, very
dexterously, they repaired to the abode of the former, and he (Emamee)
went to sleep ; that, in the morning, he returned to the house of his -
master, pretending that he had executed a commission with which he
had charged himself on the preceding mnight ; that, soon afterwards,
Chumbelee was missed, and Ibrahim, conelading that she had fled with
a paramour, abandoned himself at first to grief and resentment ; that he
(Emamee) took eare to report the circumstance, and the neighbours,
recolleeting the sereams they had heard, were easily induced, by a few
hints and surmises, to suspect foul play ; the confederates, therefore, soon
had the satisfaction of seeing Ibrahim in the gripe of the law. A trifling
matter about a few rapees, it appears, ruined this hopeful scheme. Khan
Bez refused to pay one of the subordinates employed in this affair, who
had eontrived to get deeper into the secret than the principals were aware
of, and this man it was who acquainted the young English civilian with
the ecircumstance of Chumbelee’s existence. Khan Beg and Emamee
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were tried for the abduction and conspiracy, and sentenced to work npon
the roads for life.

To carry out fully a deception of this kind, it would be necessary that the
body produced should, in nearly all respects, correspond with that of the
missing person ; and to compass this would certainly be regarded as no safe
or easy undertaking, where it was understood that the medical officer could
distinguish, in any body that might be brought to him, not only the age,
constitutional state, and canse of death of the deceased, but also his caste
and condition in life, anda great variety of other distinetive particulars.
Strongly impressed with the necessity that medical men in India should
possess this discriminative power, I have been at considerable pains to
collect accurate information wupon the subject.* Attention to the fol-
lowing rules will be sufficient to establish the Religion of the deceased
under all ordinary circumstances :

MaLes.—The body of a Maussulman male, above the age of 11 years,

always presents the marks of cireumeision.

A (born) Mussulman never has the lobes of both ears pierced.

Every Hindu, above the age of 11 years, has had the lobes of both
ears piereed for earrings. Where a necklace of beads is worn, the
wearer is a Hinduw.t

Femanes.—Where a mark of tattooing is found between the eyes, the

female may generally be known as a (born) Hindu.}

The Hindu female wears her savee single, that of the Mussulmance
is always double.

When an iron kharoo, or bracelet, is worn on the left wrist, the wearer
is a Hindu woman whose husband is living,

The Hindu women pierce the ears irregularly through the fossa
innominata above, in one or two places ; through the lobe also, in one
or two places ; and, perhaps, at one spot through the concha.

When the openings are numerous, aud are found extending in a line
completely along the helix, and where the rings worn are silver,
the female is certainly a Mussulmanee.

With the exception of the first, these tests fail us when feadless and
entirely denuded bodies have to be reported upon,

* T was indebted to Baboo Grish Chunder Ghose, then Deputy Magiztrate of Howrah, and to
Baboo Peary Lall Banerjea, now Moonsiff of Sylhet, for a very large mass of interesting facts
Learing upon this point. The details would, however, occupy too much space in a practical
work. :

t Ina trial at Rajshahye, the Judge remarked : “ These bead mallas are worn both by males
and females, and this makes it very denbiful if any person could identify the malle.—Niza-
mut Adawlut Reports, September 18, 1855, p. 406,

1 Moulvie Tumeez Khan DBahadur informs me that no Mahomedan lady of the upper or
middle class tattoos ; but that, in the Eastern districts of Bengal, Patna, Jessore, and Dacea,
as well as in Midnapore, Hooghly, Burdwan, and other parts of the country where the manners
of the Mahomedans retain many characteristics of Hinduism, very low class women, as THeo-
meeas or Jolahas, use tattooing between the eves (oolbee) and elsewhere,

I
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Upon this very difficult question of the identification of the Religion,
where headless bodies are discovered, I have consulted two, Hindn and
Mahomedan, medieal men of great learning and experience. I obtain the
following results from the very careful notes made for me by Moulvie
Tumeez Khan Bahadur and Baboo Kanye Lall Dey.

Mussulman Males.

The marks of circumcision.

Those who wear the chupkan or myrzace, without under garment, have
a narrow line, about an inch broad and five or six inches long, on the lef¥
gide of the chest, tanned by exposure to the sun,

In the Hindu accustomed to wear a similar dress, this mark is to be
looked for on the right side.

On the bodies of devout Mahomedang, certain eallosities, with discolora-
tion of the skin, are produced by the various attitudes in which they pray.
These spots or corns (Ghutta—in Arabie Mujool) are most conspicuous
over (1) the centre of the forehead. 7This is most observable in the
Sheeahs, less in the Sonnees, and is eaused by pressing and rubbing the
forehead strongly over the prayer-carpet ; (2) the tip of the external malle-
olus of the left ankle ; (3) one midway between the last and the tendon
of the tibialis anticus, as it passes under the annular ligament ; (4) one a
little below and to the outer side of the last, just over the junction of the
os caleis with the cuboid bone ; (5) two or three smaller spots over the
metatarso-phalangeal joints on their dorsal aspeet, that over the third toe
being most marked ; (6) another is sometimes found over the tarso meta-
tarzal joint of the fowurth toe ; (7) a deep and dark callosity is invariably
found below the apex of the patella, and over the tuberosity of the left
tibia. No such marks are to be found on the right foot or leg. In con-
sequence of their mode of sitting, both Mahomedans and Hindus have
thickening and discoloration of the skin over the outer malleolus of either
ankle and over the base of the metatarsal bone of the fifth toe only.

Occasionally a Mahomedan man will have the palm of his left hand and
tip of the little finger stained with Aenna. No Hindu male ever does this.

Hindu Males
Are distinguished by the absence of the above marks.

Mussulman Females.

Mahomedan ladies of the upper and middle classes invariably wear
shoes. Hence greater fairness of the protected skin up to the middle of
the metatarsal bones, and frequently corns and bununions. Ladies never
tattoo.

In ladies, just under the level of the mammee, a darkish, slightly furrowed
line surrounds the chest. It is most conspicuous laterally, and is caused by
the pressure of the tightly laced urigeca or boddice. The kachoolee, worn
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by Hindu females in the Deccan and Rajpootana, is not so tightly laced, and
is, therefore, less liable to produce this mark.

Every Mahomedan female wears an under coorthee, which is so cut that,
Just over the upper part of the sternum, and on either side of it, a cordate
portion of skin is left exposed. This and the skin of the arms, below the
insertions of the deltoid muscles, become darker from exposure.

The palms of the hands, fingers, finger nails, soles of the feet and toes
are tinted with Aenna.

Hindw Females.

There are no signs of the feet having been compressed by shoes. They
preserve their natural form. The toes being wide spread and apart.

In Bengal, the mark of the Saree surrounds the body above the navel.
In the North-Western Provinees, it is about two inches below the navel,
and has an obliquity downwards. When there is tattooing on the inside
of the wrist, near the piziform bone, the woman must be a Hindu. The
hands and feet are painted with the earmine-red, aultha, which may be
readily distinguished from the browsn-red henna or mehndee used by
Mahomedans.

Hindu women of bad character may have lkenae; and, similarly, low
Mahomedan women aultha. -

I anything be left on the body, it will probably be the iron ring on the
left wrist, which is positive proof that the wearer is a Hindu woman whose
husband is living.

When, in either male or female, the nail of the left little finger iz ex-
tremely long, the probability is that the individual is a Hindu,

In every case of suspicious death, the police should be expeeted to
give, in their sooruthal, accurate descriptions of all marks of tattooing,
scars, &c., on the bodies sent in, as well as of the clothes, ornaments, and
amulets worn, The apparent age should also be stated.

In India, as elsewhere, judicial and medical officers may often gain
valuable knowledge by close observation of minute varieties in the dress and
physical characteristics of the people. Many points of distinction, almost
as marked as those between the appearance of the hands of the blacksmith
or seaman and those of the gentleman or penman, may thus be elicited.
Ali Beg, the traveller, was recognised as an European at Morocco by his
Corns. A very able officer in the Cossya Hills has oceasionally formed a
tolerably just estimate of a woman’s character by noticing the size of her
Calves. 'The Cossya women generally gain their living by constantly
toiling up and down the hills with extremely heavy loads ; consequently,
their legs rival those of ballet dancers in muscularity. One in whom this
respectable development does not exist, probably lives by prostitution.
Upon differences in the Feet of Hill and Plain-men, vide supra, p. 19,

Here, as everywhere else, the Teeth frequently prove an important
clue to identity. One of the latest examples of this was the aid which the
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presence of a small pointed supernumerary tooth, between the middle ineisors
of the upper jaw, afforded in discovering the identity of the body of Rose
Brown, in Calcutta, in 1868. This, however, is not a very rare abnormality.
I have, without any search, observed it in three other instances within the
last two years., Dr. Shortt has published® a very sugzestive narrative of the
examination of the bones of a child at Chingleput (Madras Presidency),
in which he decided that the age was between 12 and 13 years, in part,
because the second permanent molar Teeth were ready to come through
the gum. As the presence of False Teeth led to the identifieation of
Dr, Parkman’s ashes and of the skeleton of Patrick O'Connor, the Man-
nings’ vietim, so the body of the Prince of Benares, who was slain in
battle by Cuttub, in A. D. 589, of the Higera, was recognised among the
heaps of slain, by its Artificial Teeth, which were fixed in by golden
wedges and wires.f

The following, from Bellasis's Bombay Reports, p. 199, aflords a fair
idea of the information which may occasionally be obtained, even by a
native jury of inquest, from a careful examination of the skeleton.
“The Inguest Report stated that a jury had been assembled, on the
23rd April 1844, to examine the remains of a dead body discovered in a
nullah in the field of Ekinshah Fukeer ; that the jury had found a number
of human bones, and among others a skull, which was very perfect with
the exception of the front teeth, which were wanting in the upper jaw ;
that the skull and part of the neck were separated from the body ; that
one of the vertebral bones had been eut, as with a sword or other sharp
instroment, for it was not divided at a joiut ; there were some marks of
dried blood on the sides of the nullah, and a cholna, an iron bracelet, and a
silk kurgota were lying seattered about near the spot, and that they were
identified as having been the property of Wittoo Wullud Chrishna. The
jury stated that they had probably known Wittoo, and, from the peculiarity
of his Teeth, which were very small and wide apart, and from the other
circumstances which had come to their knowledge during the examination
and enquiry, they are of opinion that the remains discovered were those
of Wittoo, whom they further believed to have been murdered about 10
or 12 days previously.

In a caze which was tried in 1830, all that was discovered of a murdered
man was portion of scalp, with a tuft of Hair, which formed a very impor-
tant evidence of identity. My Commentator velates it as follows.
Richard Amies, commonly known as Diek Sahib, and one Gong, were head
assistants in rival indigo factories in the Nuddea distriet. They had
frequent altereations. One evening, as Dick was sitting in his verandah
with his family, he was seized by a band of armed men, said to have been

* Madras Quar. Jour. of Med. Secience, Jannary 1st, 1862, p. 227,
+ Dow's Hindoostan, Vol. L., p. 145,
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headed by Gong, and earried off foreibly towards the factory of the latter.
The unfortunate man was never seen again except by witnesses who de-
posed to seeing him die under Gong’s hands. Information of the outrage
was given on the following morning to Dick’s employer, by his native
mistress. Owing to that gentleman’s apathy, apparently four days were
allowed to elapse before any active enquiries were instituted, and, conse-
quently, Dick’s body was not diseovered ; but, in Gong’s cow-house, some
human hair was found, which, when shown to her, the prosecutrix, identified
as the hair of Dick’s head. The deposition of the nazir who conducted the
search is as follows, and it does not appear from the printed record to have
been disputed.

Mohummud Suleem, nazir of the Nuddea Fouzdary Court, stated that
he was directed by the magistrate to investizate the affair of Dick’s dis-
appearance. About three russuns north-east of Gong's tent, observed a spot
which appeared recently disturbed, dug that and discovered the carcase
of a dead horse. Afterwards went into the cow-house of the Katlamaree
(Gong's) factory, and probed about with a spear, observed the ground
in one place uneven, and covered with cow-dung ; dug there ; after they
had dug a cubit and a half, a pufrid smell issued from the hole, which
inereased as they continned to dig. At length, about two cubits below
the surface, they found some human hair of a reddish eolour, with a picce
of the skin of the head attached to it. I[zzutoolah and Dhun Mullick,
who were present, and well acquainted with Dick, recognised it as his
hair. Found nothing else. The earth was very soft to the depth of 31
eubits, 2 cubits in width, and 4} cubits inlength. Put the hair which had
been dug up in a pot, and showed it to prosecutrix. She =aid that it
was Dick’s hair, and that Dhan Mullick and Ramdhun Nyee could identify
it ; afterwards saw the hair in the Supreme Court. It was then com-
paratively dry ; when dug up, it was moist.

My Commentator goes on to say that there can be little doubt that the
hair thus found with the skin attached to it was Dick’s hair ; for red hair
is not a common deposit in Bengali ground. No one, reading the nazir's
evidence (which there appears no reason for disbelieving) can doubt that
Dick was buried in Gong's cow-house, and that the body was hurriedly
removed upon information of the mnazir’s approach. PFerhaps, if the
carcase of the dead horse had been closely examined, the murdered
man might have been discovered within. Be this as it may, Dick was
proveid by witnesses to have died under the eruel treatment of Gong
and his accomplices. This discovery in the cow-house established the eredit
of the witnesses. In spite of direct and circumstantial evidence, Gong
was acquitted by the Supreme Court, where, as an European British sub-
ject, he was tried. The evidence which did not satisfy the Supreme
Court did, however, satisfy the Sudder. The three principals, Peer Allee,
Nemye Nundun, and Sartuk Biswas were imprisoned for life. Their
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accomplices were sentenced to terms of 14 and 7 years' imprisonment.
He adds, * A consideration of the facilities of escape offered to erime by
too rigidly insisting on identification will, therefore, cause some relaxation
of this rule. This iz no fault of the legislature or of the bench, but an
unfortunate consequence of the circumstances peculiar to this country,
If a mass of bones can pass in an English court of law, we see no reason
why a tuft of red hair should not be accepted in Bengal. The irrevocable
sentence of death need not be pronounced, but, when direct evidence and
a mass of coneurrent cireumstances render us virtually certain of a man's
guilt, it is mere weakness to let him go wholly unpunished, because the
proof is incomplete. ~What earthly investigation can be complete ?
Some men can be made to doubt their own senses ; and we know that,
in this country, a bullying counsel force a native witness to admit any-
thing. We must try, therefore, to administer justice with the means at our
disposal, and not attempt to attain an unattainable perfection.”

I remarked, in 1836, that an accurate comparison of the Skulls of
the various races inhabiting India is a great desideratum in ethnology,
and would prove a considerable aid to medico-legal inquiry. The small
compact cranium of the Dengalee—* good if there were but enough of
it ;"—the spreading retreating forehead and projecting malar bones of the
Chuckma, Mugh, Burman, and Chinese, each receding from the Caucasian
and approaching the Mongolian type nearly in the ahove order ; the nobly
Caueasian heads of the educated Brahmin and the Rajpoot ; and the high,
ovoid, and essentially Jewish ecranium of the Affghan,—all present dis-
tinctive peculiarities which, thoroughly studied, would afford many valuable
clues to identity.

During the fourteen years which have elapsed since the above remark was
recorded, great advances have been made in our knowledge of the com-
parative forms of the skulls of the various races of men, espeecially by
Dr. Barnard Davis, the learned author of the Thesawrus Craniorum.
Still, apart from the fact that a complete collection of skulls represent-
ing the various races which inhabit India has never yet been made, a small
and handy work displaying the forms, and giving the measurements of
those skulls (authenticated as being of pure race), which have already been
eatalogued, is much needed for use in India.

It will frequently happen that the medical officer’s opinion will be
required upon Skeletons or detached Bones. 'The smallness and delicate
formation of the skeleton of the Bengalee may often lead to considerable
doubt regarding the age and sex of the deceased, unless the pelvis or a
femur be produced.®

* The following case (N. A. B., Vol. VI, of 18546, p. 993) illustrates very foreibly the neces-
sity of minute accuracy in conducting these investigations. It also shows how little import-
ance is attached, in India, to the production of * probable ¥ bones. In a trial at Backergunge
the Sessionz Judge observed :—* On the 315t of December 1855, the prisoner, Boodhiagi, denied
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In this conntry, as elsewhere, it is of course needful that no suspicious
Bone should be decided to be human, exeept upon the testimony of an
anatomist. This is particularly to be attended to, as, no use being made
of the bones of the lower animals in India, they generally lie about in
profusion wherever there is population. Some years ago, walking
through the Park Street Cemetery of this city, a friend expressed
to me great disgust at the fact that the paths were literally covered
with fragments of bones. I explained to him that not one of these was
human. The place being seldom visited, the birds which resort to the
trees emry thither bones from the whole neighbourhood, and especially
from the adjacent native shambles. DBut for my explanation, my friend
would have had fair presumptive evidence, that he had seen in the cemetery
large quantities of the bones most likely to abound there,

It will be noticed that, in his Hints for the Police, supra p. 32, Dr, Hut-
chinson has very judiciously insisted that, when the body of a person,

the charge” (of murder and concealment of the body) * before the Police. On the 3vd of
January 1856, he, it is alleged, made an elaborate confession, and is said to have pointed out
bones and a piece of cloth as belonging to the deceased. These bones and piece of cloth were
found at a considerable distance (six gurrees) from the houses of the prizoner and the
MiSSINE man.

* The medical officer in the magistrate’s court deposed to the bones being those *of an
adult male lately deceazed.” With all due deference to the opinion of De. ———— T mav be
permitted to doubt whether such opinion must necessarily earry convietion with it_- It i; an
admitted fact that it is extremely diffieult to pronounce an 0]}in11:|:|:| as to the age or sex of a
deceased party on the mere inspection of one or two bonez,  Dr., Chevera, in his work on
Medical Jurisprudence in Indin, remarks, that ‘the smallness and delicate formation of the
skeleton of the Bengalee may often lead to doubt regarding the aze and sex of the deceased.’
The magistrate, it appears, did not deem it necessary to gquestion the medical officer to elicit
on what grounds he arrived at the opinion so deliberately given, and [ was unable to examine
Dr., ———— in my Court, as the bones were not produced in it in a regular manner. But, even
admitting the bones to be those of an *adult man lately deceased,’ it by no means follows that
they are the bones of the missing man Moonar. Bones, it must be well known to the Court,
are procurable in any number, of any age and sex, on the banks of any river. Further, two
witnesses in this Court state that the prisoner was on board the boat of the darogah when
these bones were found, and that, though adduced as witnesses to the prisoner having pointed
out the bones to the police, they did not see him do 0. 50 much for the bones,

“ The rag produced in my Court, nid to be a portion of the gomeba of the ('[u:u:eaam!,l and
which some witnesses identify as such, is torn and dirty. I can distingnish no mark or pecu-
liarity in the rag admitting of itz easy and certain identification, and, with my experience of
the too ready way in which natives idﬁl].lil}' any article, I hesitate not in rejeciing this
link in the chain of circumstantial evidence, looking upon it, as I do, as a part of the
machinery of the case, which has bemn got up against the prisoner.”

With much deference I do not congider that anything appears above to shake the eivil
surgeon’s positive assertion that *the bones were those of an adult male lately deceased,”
It is, however, much to be regretted that the bones upon which this opinion was given are
not named. 1f Dr, ———— reported upon a pelvis, his statement was unanswerable, Tt
wonld, I think, only be when amedical witness declared that a humerns or tibia was that
of a female, that the above quotation from this work eould be urged against him.

To render such eases intelligible, the names of the bones should always be stated in the
record,
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suspected to have died by violence, has been burnt, any portions of
Bone which may remain unconsumed should be carvefully preserved and
examined. DBodies of murdered Hindus are oceasionally got rid of
by burning in the regular way, but this would, of course, generally
be avoided, as likely to excite suspicion, where the condition of the
deceased was not such as to render his cremation a matter of course.
Few eriminals in India attempt to dispose of bodies as a wretch in the
Bood-Boed Division (Burdwan) is stated (in the Bengal Police Report
for 1866, p. 172) to have done. She having murdered a child for the sake
of its ornaments, which were worth less than six rupees, the child’s body
was found burning on her (chula) fire-place. She confessed and suffered
capital punishment.*®

* Note o THE IxciseriTion o Hustaxw Bopigs.—As it is very diffieult, so also the
ecomplete destruetion of a body by fire is rather expensive. The Medical College Hospital
pavs the Municipality of Caleutta Rs. 1-9-6—the price of firewood being from 3 to 3} maunds
{of 801bs. each) per rupee—each, for burning the Hindu dead with wood. We read, in
atrype's Life of Cranmer, that three loads of wood fagots at 125, and one load of furs
(furze?) fagots, at 8s 4d., were charged for in the burning of Ridley and Latimer ; and 100
of wood at Gs, and 150 furze fagots at Bs 4d., for burning Cranmer,

In most of Lhe incremations in England, during Queen Mary’s reign, a bag of gunpmﬂler
appears to have been hanged around the neck or body of each martyr, This not only abridged
suffering, but must also have much assisted the destructive action of fire, when, in
exploding, it tore open the great cavities of the body. Under ordinary circumstances, it is
usually found that portions of the solid viseera long resist the action of the fire. Germannus
says that Joan of Are’s heart was found unconsumed. DL Tardien found, in the remains of
persons who perished in a conflagration in Paris, that the soft parts exhibited great
diminution of wvolume. This was amore especially observed upon the wiscera, which
had been more or lesg protected from the immediate action of the fire. Some of these were
mummified. The blood in the heart, aorta, and other large wvessels presented an extraor—
dinary appearance, resembling wax or fatty matter of most beautiful carmine eolour,
The cercbral substance was contracted to half its bulk, and in conszistence resembled a
half-dressed sweethread,

These appearances of partial destruction represent the effects of slack, irregular, insuffi-
cient accidental heat upon the structures of the human body. In India, those whose business
it is to burn the dead to ashes, effect this within a few howrs, with great completencss, and
with a moederate consumption of fuel,—i. e., about 400 pounds of wood,

Dir. Hutchinson, of Paina, an active observer of all that can throw light upon our know-
ledge of Medical Jurisprudence in India, took an opportunity to ascertain exactly the
amount of wood which would be necessary to destroy  entirely an adult healthy body, and
the time that would be necessary for its complete eremation.  The pyre was composed of ten
maunds of wood, but an equal amount of jala straw was necessary, as also two bottles of
oil. The pile was lighted at 6-30 p. m.; and at 3 a. m. next morning, the consumption of
the body was deelared to be complete.  'When he visited the spot, he found, in the centre
of the ashes, the heads of two femora entive, but competely calcined, and a mass of inciner-
ated matter, as large as two fists, said to be the remains of the liver. Thus 20 maunds, or
1,600 pounds, of wood and straw, and two bottles of oil were required to consume a healthy
body, and 8% hours were required for the operation which, even then, was virtually incom-
plete. Here, however, five times the neediul goantity of fuel was consumed.

Baboo Ram Lall Chuckerbutty, of the Meadical Colleze Hospital, and my pupil Baboo Rajen-
dranath Mullick, have been at some pains to ascertain for me what the practice at the Nimtollah
Burning Ghaut, Caleutta, is.  The attendants there say that fiee maunds of fuel (wood and
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I am indebted to Dr. E. Goodeve for a very useful hint with regard to
the importance of preserving the cut ends of the Bones in cases where—
for example, as not unfrequently occurs—a headless body, or a detached
limb, is brought in for examination. Unless this precaution be taken, it
may often be impossible to judge, with certainty, whether parts sent
for examination subsequently belong to the same or to another body.
This precaution was attended to in matching the scattered remains of the
woman Brown, who was murdered and eut to pieces by Greenacre.

In a trial which took place at Bancoorah, in December 1833, a question
arose relative to the identity of certain human Bones, which involved
more than one important medico-legal point. Mr. Belts was accused of the
murder of Meah Khan, Two witnesses deposed that @ few hours before
his death, defendant had beaten the man, striking him several blows on
the cheek, and had broken his rib—the only bone purporting to have
been that of the accused produced in Court. This had been broken, and,
as it had an osseous ecalluz formed upon and around the fractured ends,
Mr. Cheek, the civil surgeon, was of opinion that the fracture must have
occurred several days, at least seven or eight, before death. This fact
having sufficed to upset the charge, the question of the identity of the
bones as those of Meah Khan does not appear to have been fully gone
into. Still the question was one of interest. The skeleton was pointed
out by one of those who asserted that he had buried Meah Khan, After
gome search they were found on the verge of the bank of the river Damoo-
dah. The body, it seems, was buried pretty deep in the land above the
common water-mark, at a distance of sixty or eighty yards from the proper
bed of the river, at a place which the waters had never reached, or could
only reach on extraordinary occasions. The bones were uncovered, but
not removed until five days afterwards. It does not appear to have been
clearly shown whether other bodies were ever interred on that spot.
Twelve of the vertebre, six of the ribs, and the sacrum were wanting.
The whole of the bones were found elean and free from periosteum,
ligament, and cartilage. Mr. Cheek never heard of an instance of hones
being cleared of soft parts and ligaments by natural decomposition in

dry stalks) with abount a chittack (two fluid ounces) of ghee are sufficient in ordinary erema-
tions. T saw what remained after two of these cremations,—chiefly the heads of large
bones, bodies of vertebrae and portions of skull.  Doubtless, much tact and skill, with a view to
expedition and economy of fuel, are employed, and, latterly, the incandescent remaing are
frequently stirred tomether with poles,

In this manner, it is said, fat bodies may be consuomed in 2 or 3 hours; emaciated ones in
4 or 5. Nothing can be more complete than the destruction of parts; for, although portions
of bone retain their shape, pressure between the fingers reduces them to dust. This result is
unexpected, seeing that many dead bodies weigh more than two hundred pounds. In the
cremation of the bodies of wealthy men, 8 to 10 or more maunds of fuel (much of which
is sandal-wood) with from one to twenty seers (each aquart) of ghee are expended —but
all fuel in excess of five mannds is waste.

K
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three months., IHe considered it extremely improbable that those were
the bones of Meah Khan, or of a person who died in the preceding June.

Considerable weight was given to the circumstance of the separation
of the sacrum, which was wanting. It was then considered, and is now
held by Dr, Taylor, that “it may readily be conceived that the entire
separation of this bone by decomposition would require, even in a hot
climate, an extremely long period in a body in the ground—probably from
three to ten years. Now, when we consider that the deceased had not
been buried above three months, it is elear, both from the entire destruc-
tion of the soft parts, and the separation of the sacrum, that the boues
discovered on the bank of the river could not have been belonged to the
deceased, but must have been part of the skeleton of a person whose body
had been buried in the spot many years before. There was, therefore, a
complete failure of identity, and the accused was discharged.”

This is, undoubtedly, true and cogent reasoning from experience of the
manner in which bodies decay in northern elimates. It also has great weight
as being the view held by one so acute and =0 well acquainted with the
locality as my friend the late Mr, Cheek. Still I have seen the banks of
the Damoodah in the neighbourhood of Baneoorah, and I have doubts as to
whether the denudation of the bones of all soft parts did not oceur during
the five days subsequent to their discovery, throughout which period they
appear to have been left exposed to a great variety of influences tending to the
destruction of the soft parts. It is not stated that Mr, Cheek was present
at the disinterment, or in what state the skeleton was when first disinterved.
T'he loss of the sacrum, many of the vertebra, and some of the ribs, may be
taken as strong presumptive evidence that the missing parts were removed
to be mumbled at a distanee by jackals and dogs.  Placed thus, on the sandy
banks of the Damoodah, multitudes of ants and insects would attack the
bones and rapidly clear them of all soft parts. In a similar case, the
eleanness of the bones would not be so much a turning point in evidence
as their freshness. In specific gravity, in appearance, and in odour, the
condition of a recent bone, thus rapidly cleaned by insects, would, in no
way, resemble that of one which had gradually undergone denudation
underground.®

An instructive case, involving an unusual amount of doubt as to the
identity of certain human bones, was tricd at Meeruf, in May and
June 1852, One Kulloo, a native policeman, was generally known in
his village to have a eriminal intimacy with a married woman, Mussamut
Gowra. The age of this woman is stated to have been 28 years ; she
had a girl four or five years old, born previous to her last marriage. On
the 13th of March, the woman's husband being absent, Kulloo was seen

* This case is cited by Dr. Taylor, Ed. of 1865, p. 111. I have also used Dr. Taylor's
authority, the Indian Journal of Medical Science, Vol. I, p. 69,
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by several neighbours leaving the village followed by the woman with
her child in her arms. Tle was absent from his duties on that night ;
on returning the following day, he was questioned regarding his absence
and the disappearance of the woman, whom he promised to bring back
forthwith, and went away ostensibly for that purpose. He did not
return ; but, several days afterwards, he was apprehended selling orna-
ments, which were proved to be hers, in a distant bazar. He attempted
this sale clandestinely ; and, when discovered, offered rupees 15 to
two bunnceas, and afterwards a share to the police jemadar. Upon being
examined by the joint magistrate, he aceused other parties of the murder
(altogether falsifying the statements which he had made at the thannah),
and especially implieating one Dilsookh, On the 24th Mareh, eleven days
after the disappearanee of the woman and child, the prisoner was sent with
the jail darogah to point out the remains of the woman, which he said
had been thrown by the murderers into a well. Nothing was found in
the well. He then took the police to search the house of Dilsookh : some
property was found, but this was afterwards ascertained to be Dilzookh’s
own. On the following day, he was again taken to the well, which was
gearched in vain by a diver., The prisoner now pointed in a direction in
which he said he perceived a smell, and led the police to a raised spot,
about 100 paces from the well, where, among stacks of wheat which had
evidently been trampled down by the feet of birds and wild animals,
certain human bones were found—ueiz. two pieces of a small skull, ten
small ribs, two pieces of a larger skull, the lower jaw with the teeth, half
the upper jaw, with the teeth, part of the nasal bone, and six other hones
not deseribed. The police stated that no smell was perceptible from the
bones when close to them ; they were dry, and hore the appearance of the
remains of a person who had been dead ten or fifteen days; the weather
was hot, the bones had been dismembered, as if torn to pieces by dogs
or jackals. Near these were a ghagree and nougree, recognised as those
worn by the child Luchmee, and a small child’s ehooree in three picces,
also recognised. IHe then said that he had forgotten the day before
where the wearing-apparel of Gowra had been concealed in the house
of Dilsookh, and took the police to an out-house where they were found
in a mutke, where he had, some days previously, stated before the joint
magistrate that they had been concealed. Upon the bones being sent
to the civil assistant surgeon, however, this officer certified as follows 1 —
“I examined, about a week agzo, sundry bones forming portions of the
bodies of two children : one I should suppose to have been about eight
years old, the other about as many months ; not one of the bones I saw
formed any portion of an adult skeleton.” Upon this report, the joint
magistrate, considering that it afforded conclusive proof that the hones
were not those of the murdered woman, without examining the eivil
surgeon, or calling for his attendance, found the prisoner guilty of the



68 ON MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE

the theft only, and sentenced him to three years’ imprisonment. The
matter was, however, taken up by superior authority, and re-investigated.
The trial at the Sessions Court was held 14 months subsequently. The
civil surgeon stated that he examined skeletons of two chidren, one
belonging to a child eight years old. What these bones were, was not
mentioned ; no anatomieal examination was made, nor record kept of
them ; they were simply stated to be bones assumed, from their size,
to be those of a child eight years old, The judge remarked that
Fonblanque shows that the size of bones varies so greatly in individuals
that it forms no certain criterion of age; the bones of the female are
said to differ from those of a male from their being generally smaller and
more delicate, and from the museular impressions and asperities being
less distinetly marked ; it, therefore, appeared to him by mno means
improbable that the bones of a small adult young woman should have been
mistaken, at a hasty examination, for those of a boy eight years old.
The sooruthal, continued the judge, recorded among the bones an
entire upper jaw and half a lower jaw® with the teeth attached, but the
medical officer did not remember to have seen anything of the kind, nor
did his unsatisfactory report, recorded at the time, allude to them, though
these, it was held, would have afforded a much more certain eriterion of
the persem's age. The evidence of the ecivil surgeon, regarding the
smaller bones, was viewed as equally unsatisfactory ; a small skull in two
pieces [*two pieces of a small skull”?] was stated in the sooruthal to
have been found, and the sutures would have enabled an anatomist to
state, with something approaching to certainty, whether it belonged to a
child of eight months or four years; but the eivil surgeon, without
knowing whether or not there was a skull, and judging merely from the
size of the [other] bones, of which the ribs are alone mentioned in the
sooruthal, states most decidedly that they belong to a child of eight
months. The chemical eomposition of the bones is said by Fonblanque
to vary, in relation to their phosphate of lime and gelatine, at differeng
ages ; but the difference in those proportions in an infant and an adult
appears to he only ascertainable with certainty by chemical analysis ;
but the civil surgeon states most decidedly that he could, from the
mere appearance of the bones, determine whether they belonged to a
child of eight months or four years: so slight, however, was his recol-
lection of the bones, that he does not remember whether they were con-
nected or dismembered. On these grounds, the judge did not attach any
weight to the civil surgeon’s evidence, as refuting the assertion of the
prisoner that the bones produced were those of Mussumat Gowra and
her female child. This view of the case was upheld by the judge of

# In the printed report it is stated, * the lower jaw and hali the upper jaw"—but this dis-
crepancy is immaterial.
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the superior court who desired that a copy of the sessions judge’s
remarks on the subject of his hasty and unsatisfactery report upon the
bones sent to him should be communieated to the medical officer. The
prisoner was convieted ; but—following what appears to have been the
more general practice of the Courts, in eases of this nature, where the
body is not forthcoming, or circumstances may prevent its recognition—
the prisoner was sentenced to imprisonment in transportation with hard
labour in irons for life.*

On the discovery of a nameless murdered body in India, its identifica-
tion may sometimes be accomplished with greater facility than accuracy.
Thus my Commentator relates a case which ocenrred in the Mirzapore
Distviet, in which, the headless body of a woman having been found in a
well, suspicion attached to some Rajpoots, whose sister, a widow, was
known to be unchaste. Suspicion became convietion when it was found
that their sister was missing. Upon enquiry, the men confessed and gave
a cirenmstantial account of their sister’s death, Their confessions were
repeated before the magistrate and sessions judge, and, as circumstances
were strong against them, they were convieted of wilful murder. When
the case was pending before the Sudder, the Dea ex machinag appeared
in the missing woman herself! She had eloped with a paramour, and,
hearing by chance that her brothers were charged with killing her, she
voluntarily came forward to clear them. At first, the woman was dis-
believed, as the whole thing appeared to be a ruse. As she perzisted in
her story, she was placed among chance crowd in Court, and the
prisoners were filed in, as if to hear their sentence. Direetly their eyes
fell upon their sister, they raised a glad ery of recognition, and with
tears of joy praised God, after their own fashion, that they were saved.
The woman was identified, and the defendants’ further statements were
taken. They had confessed because, finding facts—and that thing more
terrible than fact, rumour—against them, they thought that it was hopeless
to plead innocence. The unexpected sight of their sister, of whose fate
they were as ignorant as their accusers, appeared to them like a miracle.
They immediately retracted their confession, and the strong case against
them vanizhed into thin air,

Thus the partial truth came out, though the original mystery remained
as dark as ever ; who the *good woman” in the well really was, never
became known.

The following very important ease, in which the police, discovering a
murdered body, determined to ereate a murderer, appears at p. 290 of the
Bengal Police Report for 1866. A corpse, bearing marks of violence,
having been found floating in the Teesta River, it was supposed that a

* Nizamut Adawlut Reports, N, W. P., July 22nd, 1852,
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murder had been committed. Ifead constable Banee Madhub Roy, of
Rungpore, who received the first information report, proceeded to
investigate, and, reaching the neighbourhood of the place where the
corpse had been discovered, ascertained from Cheepoo, a prostitute
that her * dhurumbap™ (father by adoption) Qotum, by name, was
missing, having left his house some days before. On being shown the
corpse, Cheepoo at once professed her inability to identify the body
as that of Ootum, and adhered to her statement for several hours, until
noon of the nmext day, when, having, in the interval, passed the night
with the head constable, she consented to make a false identification
of the corpse, and declared it to be that of Ootum. This, however, was
by no means all that the head constable required, and his next step
was to force others to corroborate Cheepoo’s false statement. This he did
by means of threats and ill-treatment, and then indueed Cheepoo to name
one Bocha and four others as the murderers of Ootum. At this stage
of the * enquiry,” Sub-Inspector Juggut Chunder Sein appeared on the
scene, and relieved his subordinate, the head constable, of charge
of the case. It was then evening, too late in the day for further proceed-
ings, and the five persons named by Cheepoo as the murderers of Ootum
were taken for the night to a certain house, where they were kept till next
morning in the custody of three constables. It was proved at their
trial that during that night, the constables maltreated three prisoners
to such an extent as constituted the erime of * causing hurt,” the rvesult
being that, when brought before the sub-inspector next morning, they
one and all made a false admission of having murdered Ootum, and they
were, on that admission, and on the false evidence extracted from Cheepoo,
forwarded for trinl. While the magistrate of the district was actpally
engaged in holding the preliminary enquiry into the charge of murder,
Ootum, the man said to have been murdered, appeared. IHis appearance
anywhere else would, probably, have been followed by his final disappear-
ance, and thus the case would have been quite complete.

The true history of the ease was elicited, and the three constables put
upon their trial. They were committed to the sessions charged with
“ cansing hurt to extort confession ;” the sub-inspector and the head
constable being convicted for abetment of the same, and all were, on
conviction by the judge, sentenced to five years’ rigorous imprisonment.
This sentence was upheld by the High Court on appeal, except as regards
the sub-inspector, who was aequitted and released. He, subsequently,
appealed for reinstatement in the police, on the ground of his aequittal
by the High Court, but his conduet in the enquiry, after it came into his
hands, showed that he had been gnilty of such utter carelessness and
neglect that his restoration was refused.

Regarding all the circumstances, under which the confessions of
murder were made in this case, and in several others given above, they
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appear to suggest some exception to a ruling of the Caleutta High Court
in 1865 to the effect that—

“ When prisoners confess, in the most circumstantial manner, to having
committed a murder, the finding of the body is not absolutely essential to a
conviction,"*

Goodeve holds that * it has been doubted, and still remains unsettled,
whether even a confession of the crime, not being a judicial one, would
be sufficient to dizpense with the proof of the corpus delicti. In India, -
in the Courts of the Nizamut Adawlut, it is apprehended, however,
that no confession, unsupported by other evidence, would avail, it not
being regular to commit a prisoner solely on his own confession.—Beaufort’s
Digest, 1857, p. 126.1

In this country, dead bodies are generally available when needed. We
have seen that the practice of laying a corpse, wounded after death, at an
enemy’s door, is by no means unfrequent, and the atrocity of committing amur-
der (usually upon some very young, aged, feeble, erippled, or idiotic vietim)
with the design of bringing an adversary to ruin, is almost equally common.

One of the latest instances of this kind is cited in the Bengal Police
Report for 1866, p. 128. Ill-will having, for some months, existed
between the Tiecadar of Sheodabad (Patna) and his ryots, the latter
resolved to bring him into trouble. With this view they murdered
Chummna Gowalah, an unfortunate cvipple, and then laid his death at the
door of the Ticcadar. Ten persons were tried, of whom two were banged.

Under nearly similar circumstances, certain persons were tried at
Tirhoot in 1836. The body of an unfortunate deaf and dumb beggar
having been discovered frightfully hacked before the house of one, against
whom it was alleged the accused had a grudge, The sessions jll[lgﬂ
convicted four persons on this charge, but they were acquitted by the
higher Court.f

Three years previously * the servants of a zemindar in the Midna-
pore district, deliberately decoyed an old woman into a house, and then
murdered her for the sole purpose of throwing the crime upon a neighbouring
zemindar,” §

Probably the most atrocious case of the kind on record is that of a
woman in the Patna Distriet, who poisoned fier own little daugh