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J06 MANUAL OF HISTOLOGY,

tilage, which gives the name to the anterior part of the tube
that stands in counection with the pharynx, is in the form of
a hook (Fig. 1569, 2), with its short end directed downward and
inward. At the bend of the hook the opposing surfaces of car-
tilage cannot quite apply themselves to each other, and there
is thus left a little air-space between them, which Ruedinger
has termed the safety-tube (Fig. 159, 9). The cartilage is of the
hyaline variety, with small cells, which are much smaller and
more numerous at the periphery, thus forming a sort of peri-

Fra. 168, —Transvorsn section of Enstachian tube nnd surronnding parts : 1, median cartilaginons plate ;
o Samlars 8 ana, s s . At of k1 o i e ot 0 momy
fissure | 11, fold of the mucons membrane ; 12, adjacent tisrues.  Ruedinger,
chondrium. The cartilage is joined to the osseous portion by
a narrow band of fibro-cartilage.

The museculus dilator tubse (Fig. 159, 3), which goes to form
the membranous (muscular) portion of the tube, is joined to
the short end of the hook along the whole length of the carti-
laginous portion. The muscle is of the striped variety, and is
inserted into the perichondrium by means of a very short, flat
tendon.

The entire tube is lined with a mucous membrane (Fig. 159,
11), continuous at one end with that of the pharynx, and at the
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