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Thepresent high reputation of the London College of Surgeons
was not indeed so rapidly attained ; its members having been _f“
a long time hampered and depressed by their hereditary connection
with the Chirurgical dependents of the Monkish Physicians. But
since the time of Cheselden and Hunter, no one has ventured to
dispute the claims of the representatives of British Surgery to an
equal participation in the honours and privileges, professional and
public, accessible to the most eminent Medical men of this country.
It only remains to say a few words on the origin of the Apothecaries’
Company, and the relations existing between it and a large pro-
portion of English Surgeons. This Company, one of the chartered
Guuilds of the City of London, was, in the first instance, founded
for the benefit of the preparers and retailers of the loathsome
substances which formed the principal ingredients in the prescrip-
tions of the Middle Ages. Under a wise system of management,
it had, however, so far adapted its operations to the progress of
Pharmaceutical Science as to have obtained, at the commencement
of this Century, a well-merited character for carefulness in the
selection and preparation of the more simple and elegant articles
of the modern Materia Medica ; and might, on that ground, have
preferred a just claim to be entrusted with the regulation of the
sale and manufacture of drugs in this Kingdom. But this latter
duty, so necessary in a Country where poisonous substances are
daily retailed by ignorant and improper persons, and where the
adulteration of expensive Medicines is carried to a great extent,
has, strange to say, never yet been enforced by any legal provision ;
while, by a most extraordinary and offensive exercise of Legislative
power, the respectable Company of Apothecaries, the position and
acquirements of whose members doubtless qualified them admirably
for the superintendence of the important trade of which they were
the recognized head, was in 1815 constituted an examining and
governing hoard, to which the great majority of English Surgeons
have since been bound to submit. For this insult the Medical
Profession was indebted to the narrow-minded selfishness of the
then dominant cliques of the London Colleges of Physicians and
Surgeons ; who, from a desire to enhance their own importance,
and detain the great majority of Medical Practitioners in a per-
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manently subordinate position, very suicidally, as regards the
common interests of the Medical body, refused to superintend the
examination and education of the English general Practitioners.
And now that the license of the Apothecaries’ Company is required
for many public appointments, and is the only certificate or diploma
which provides a legal power for recovering debts due for Medical
attendance, its possession isrendered compulsoryon so many persons
as to preserve a connection between that Company and a large por-
tion of the most respectable provineial Surgeons, But thisconnection
has ever been a forced and unnatual one. Its inevitable tendency
has been to degrade the Medical Profession as a body, through a
vain attempt to re-establish the order of things which existed two
or three centuries ago. And though this unjust and selfish effort
of the former heads of the profession to elevate themselves by
depressing their brethren has been happily frustrated by the
increased intelligence of the age, and by the late rapid diffusion
of Professional knowledge among every section of the Medical
community, I feel the utmost confidence in asserting that an
immense majority of the Profession would hail with intense satis-
faction the final dissolution of all educational and governmental
connection between any portion of the Medical Practitioners of
England, and a trading Guild, occupying the anomalous position
now held by the Apothecaries’ Company of London.

Beyond the steps recorded in this necessarily brief and
imperfect review of the history of the Medical Profession in this
country, by which it will have been seen that in London alone
was there any legal provision for the constitution and government
of its different branches, no efforts were made to remedy the
evils notoriously existing throughout England, until the Apothe-
caries’ Act of 1815 gave to that Company the power of granting
a license which conferred on its possessor certain rights and
privileges throughout the whole kingdom. To this may now
be added the recent Charter of the London College of Surgeons,
by which that Corporation was constituted the College of Surgeons
of England, and its provincial members were, for the first time,
admitted, though in a very slight and inadequate degree, to a share
in 1ts government,
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of the most active of our body are engaged in profitless contentions,
and the majority are disgusted with, but at the same time hopeless
of redressing, these evils, it cannot be a matter of surprise that
Medical Science and the study of disease, in its higher and most
important branches, should languish ; or that in consequence of
this inaction a variety of spurious imitations of the Medical
Science of nature, and innumerable crazy theories of life and
disease should unceasingly be pressed upon public attention, and
supported in some instances by men whose education ought at
least to have enabled them to discriminate between a natural truth
and falsehood., It may further be observed, that the general
Publie, for whose benefit the Medical Profession may be presumed
to have been constituted, and whose interests are professedly the
chief and sole objects of legislative solicitude, has also suffered and
still continues to suffer to a very great extent, both directly from
the same evils which affect our Profession ; and also indirectly
from the disorganization and depression of the Medical body.
And in neglecting to give due prominence to the claims of the
general Public, the party most deeply interested in the speedy
settlement of the great question of Medical Reform, the leaders of
the various movements in furtherance of that object, have, I think,
thrown away a most powerful auxiliary, if not the most essential
element of success.

I am, therefore, in pursuance of the present inquiry, led to
examine the claims which the public may justly prefer in reference
to the Medical profession, and the extent to which those claims have
already been recognized by the government, while I shallalso en-
deavour to determine the legislative provisions by which they may
be most simply and effectually enforced.

In the first place, the Public has aright to expect that every
man assuming a title implying, on the part of the holder, the
possession of the special knowledge required for the successful
treatment of disease, is in reality the skilful and instructed person
he represents himself to be. But at present so heedless is the law
of this moderate demand of right and reason, that any broken down
swindler or itinerant vagabond who chooses to call himself “Dr.
A.,” or “Mr. B., Surgeon,” is notoriously at perfect liberty to
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parade these titles in his indecent advertisements, and practice,
with impunity, by means of the Professional status thus impu-
dently assumed, acts of extortionate rapacity, which if generally
known would create an universal feeling of disgust and indigna-
tion. The fear of exposure however, too often prevents the victims
from appealing to the law for protection ; and, having once wormed
himself into the confidence of his unfortunate dupes, the impostor
feels emboldened to pursue with impunity his unprincipled career.
Other offences against the criminal law, of a still deeper dye, which
a more vigilant system of police, and a closer attention to the
registration of the causes of death could not fail to bring to light,
are, moreover, there is every reason to believe, not unfrequently
perpetrated by the same disreputable class of persons. And here,
Sir, I cannot but pause for a moment to direct your attention to
the great discredit cast upon our national Legislation and the
Executive Government of this country by their toleration and
passive encouragement of the miscreants, who thus prey upon
society. Can it be otherwise, so long as the law of England allows
the ignorant persons, who form the mass of the people to be de-
frauded, always under circumstances of peculiar hardship, and fre-
quently injured to the permanent loss of health, or even to the de-
struction of life itself? or so long as the Government, by its stamps
on Patent Medicines, shares in their profits, and thereby exhibits an
apparent sympathy, and identity of interests with the aforesaid
swindlers ; thus indirectly assisting to mulet and insult the Medi-
cal Profession, by affecting to consider those persons, and the
nostrums in which they deal, as worthy of the special patronage
of the constituted Authorities of the Kingdom? Moreover, the
Government, by neglecting to exercise an efficient supervision of
the constitutionof the Medical Profession,and thus allowing ignorant
impostors to be confounded by the Public with men properly educa-
ted and legally qualified to practise Medicine, not only assists in
injuring and degrading the latter, but also jeopardizes, to a much
greater extent than would at first sight appear, the civil rights and
property of individual members of the general community, Thus,
under the existing law, on the production of the certificates of two
legally qualified Medical Practitioners, and at the request of a
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Thirdly, the public has a right to be satisfied that Medical
men who have disgraced themselves or their calling, by criminal
or dishonourable conduct, shall no longer he allowed to remain in
the Profession. Whereas no such provision is at present operative
on the bulk of the Medical Profession in England, the list of
members of some of the colleges containing the names of men long
since deceased (many of whose diplomas are, there is reason to
believe, in the hands of uneducated persons, and used by them for
fraudulent purposes), together with those of a few individuals,
whose expulsion from the profession would add much to its respec-
tability.

Lastly, it would, perhaps, not be too much for the Public
to assume that systematic efforts were made by the profession,
collectively, to advance the knowledge of disease, and that those
efforts were encouraged and aided by the Legislature and the
Government. But here, too, notwithstanding the industry shown
by individual cultivators of Medical Science, by a few voluntary
Associations and Medical Societies, and the inducements offered
by one or two Medical Colleges for the advancement of special
departments of Medicine, I am constrained to state, that no general
or systematic attempt has yet been made to concentrate on one
point, or collect in one channel, the zeal, intelligence, and expe-
rience of the numerous body of men engaged in Medical practice
throughout the extensive dependencies of the British empire; that
the growth ofrational Medicine has thus been greatly retarded,
and false and absurd systems allowed to flourish in its place ; that
while the interests of Science in general have suffered from this
indifference and apathy, Medical Science,in its strictest definition—
the knowledge of disease, its causes, prevention, and cure—has in
particular been lost sight of; and that simultaneously with, and,
doubtless, as a consequence of, this neglect of their own proper
Science by Medical men, it has lost that hold which it once
possessed on the attention and respect of the Government, and now
languishes, to the great discredit of our country, and the serious
detriment of mankind.

If, Sir, I am correct in supposing these to be the expectations

relative to the Medical Profession, entertained by the most intelli-
e
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gent portion of the non-medical community, then, in venturing
respectfully to submit some propositions designed to give practieal
effect to the views just stated, I shall not, I trust, be considered
as advancing any undue pretensions on behalf of my Professional
brethren. The general interests of that Profession are, it cannot too
often be repeated, those of the Public, individually and collectively ;
there is not one object sought for by the former which does not,
or at least should not, find an echo in the heart, and an advocate
i the reason, of every intelligent man among the latter. To
relieve suffering, to lengthen life, to add to its virtuous, and repress
1ts vicious, enjoyments ; to protect, comfort, and elevate the poor;
to multiply the ties existing between the different classes of
society, and thus add to the security of the State ; to aid the cause
of Science, and at the same time facilitate the progress of Religion ;
these, and many other laudable ends, are all directly or indirectly
promoted by the patient zeal and self-denying perseverance of the
Medical Profession. To some the pursuit of such objects may appear
almost Quixotic; and for a Profession, many of whose members
are themselves painfully conscious of the privations and annoyances
of poverty, to preserve in this wealth-worshipping age, an undivided
allegiance, not merely to the strict demands of duty, but also to
the promptings of an almost chivalrous generosity, and to be deaf
to the voice of interest, when the spirit of honour, or even the
established usages of etiquette, dictate a contrary course, may
perhaps seem to justify the contemptuous compassion, if not the
avowed contumely, of the very numerous class of persons who
expect immediate and tangible rewards for the sacrifices and
exertions of their lives. But to the leading Statesmen of our
country, men called by the national voice to redress the grievances
and promote the happiness of the mass of the people, we look with
greater confidence for a public recognition of the importance of
our calling, and the speedy enactment of a series of legislative
provisions for the benefit of all who are interested—and who is
nott—in the preservation of the honour, skill, and devotion of a
Profession, second but to one in the sanctity of its character, and
inferior to none in the extent and diversity of the attainments
required for its successful pursuit.
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Proceeding, then, on the assumption that the claims of the
Medical profession should be recognized by the State, so far 2
they may be found based upon, and consistent with, the 'heneﬁmsf.l.
requirements of the general community, I have, lastly, to submit
the following propositions as embodying what I believe to be the
wishes of the majority of my brother Practitioners, and as tending
to accomplish, in the most direct and least offensive manner, the
admitted necessities of the case,

Those propositions relate—
1.—To a provisional organization of the Medical Profession.
2.—To its future constitution.
3.—To its internal government.

4 —To its legislative protection.

5.—To the establishment of a civil Medical department for the
direct service of the State.

6.—To the national encouragement of Medical Science.
1.—In order to define more clearly the existing body of
legally qualified Medical Practitioners, and to enable the Public
to discriminate between them and persons fraudulently assuming
Medical titles, it might, with perfect justice to all parties, be
provided,
1.—That all Persons possessed of legally recognized diplomas or
licenses to practice Medicine in any of its branches, he
requested to exhibit and register the same, after the
following manner, within a given period.

2.—That the Superintendent Registrars of Births, &e., be directed
to cause a circular to be sent to every presumed Medical
Practitioner resident within their respective districts,
informing him of the time and place appointed for such
Registration ; and that in cases where it is declared im-
possible for any Medical Practitioner to attend in person
for that purpose, he shall nevertheless forward his diplomas,
together with a written declaration that he is the person
deseribed in these documents.

3.—That the date of each diploma thus presented, the title of the
body conferring it, and the name and residence of the
recipient, be entered by the Superintendent Registrar in
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a book provided for the purpese, and a copy forwarded to
the Registrar-General of Births, &e.
4.—That from these returns a general register of the names and
qualifications of the persons constituting the Medical
Profession be prepared under the direction of that Officer,
and that the insertion of the name and residence of any
Medical Practitioner in that list shall primd facie, and
in the absence of positive proof to the contrary, be
received as legal evidence of his possession of a due license
to practise Medicine in England, and such persons shall
alone be considered by the law and government as forming
the recognized Medical Profession of this Country.
2.—The future constitution of the profession must necessarily
depend on the conditions under which candidates are hereafter
admitted into the Medical body. And as the power of determining
the nature and extent of those conditions is one which can only
be efficiently exercised by a General Board, acting for the whele
Kingdom, and in intimate accordance with the Executive Govern-
ment, I shall briefly enumerate some of the benefits which would
result from the ereation of such a body, and conclude this section
by suggesting a mode of remedying certain admitted defects in the
existing provisions for Medical education.

A General Board or Council for the government of the
Medical Profession as a whole, constituted after the manner
proposed in Sir James Graham’s Bill on this subject, i.e., composed
of a number of Physicians and Surgeons appointed by their
respective Colleges, aided, if required, by eminent persons not
members of the profession, and presided over by a responsible
Minister of State, would, in the first place, be enabled to form
regulations, and prescribe a course of study and a series of
examinations through which, as through a common portal, all
future candidates for a license to practise Medicine should be
compelled to pass.

This provision would thus at once ensure, as far as possible,
that general equality of education and examination to which
many of the best men in the Profession look hopefully, as caleu-
lated to abolish a chief cause of the jealousies and dissensions now
unhappily existing among its members.
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It would, moreover, enable the Government to continue the
publication of a correct list of the legal Practitioners of Medicine,
and thus furnish the public with a ready means of protection
against the artifices of Medical pretenders. In addition to these
advantages, a Board like that proposed would furnish a highly-
desirable medium of communication between the Medical Profession
and the general community. The grievances and just claims of
the former would then find an official exponent, and the skill,
zeal, and knowledge of its members might then, also, be more
effectually concentrated on efforts for the promotion of the general
gﬂﬂ'd-
A body thus representing the interests and the talent, both
of the public and the profession, might, lastly, with great propriety,
be placed at the head of the Civil Medical Department, the esta-
blishment of which forms one of the succeeding recommendations.
Of the evils connected with the existing provisions for
Medical education and the appropriate remedies, I shall merely
enumerate—
1.—The inattention of some examining bodies to the literary and
scientific attainments of the candidates for their diplomas,

2.—The confused mixture of the literary and scientific with the
purely Medical or technical portion of the examination for
a medical diploma ; whereby the attention of the candidate
is, in a great measure, occupied by minor and ancillary
studies, at a moment when all his mental energies ought
to be fixed upon on those important practical subjects,
a perfect knowledge of which is so essential to his future
success,

3—The apparent neglect of the higher and more practical de-
partments of Medical Science, by the undue prominence
thus given to its secondary and collateral branches,

4.—The recognition of attendance at Provincial Schools and
Hospitals, as all sufficient for the general and Professional
instruction of the future Practitioners of Medicine,

and suggest—

1.—That all future candidates for admission into the Medical
Profession shall undergo three separate examinations ; the
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first, or matriculation examination, being intended to test
the extent of their literary attainments ; the second, their
acquaintance with general science; and the third having
reference solely to their knowledge of the Sciences directly
connected with the warious duties of the Medical
Practitioner.

2.—That the mode of conducting these examinations, the nature
of the subjects comprised in each, and the regulations
affecting the age, &c., of candidates, be uniform throughout
the Empire, so that the licentiates of the General Board
may be received on equal terms throughout the whole of
the British dominions,

3.—That in future Medical curricula and examinations, the
necessary steps be taken to ensure each candidate's pos-
session of a due knowledge of General Pathology and
Hygiene,and of the various public dutieswhich the members
of the Profession may be called upon to discharge—subjects
of great and increasing importance, but to which the at-
tention of the Medical examining bodies has hitherto been
very inadequately directed.

4 —That during his period of Professional study, every candidate
for a license to practise Medicine, shall devote at least one
year to attendance at a British or Foreign Metropolitan
Medical School and Hospital.

To this last proposition alone do I anticipate any objection ;
and having myself been indebted to a Provincial Medical School
in the earlier part of my professional education, I am anxious not
to appear to detract from the character of those institutions. On
the contrary, viewing them as places of instruction, where the
student can leisurely master the difficulties encountered at the
commencement of an extended range of scientific pursuits, and as
being immediately adjacent to the large County Hospitals, where
he can undisturbedly examine the treatment generally adopted
in cases of accident and disease, I am disposed to regard them as
proffering to the Medical student, in the early part of his career,
greater advantages than the more imposing Metropolitan Hospitals
and Collegiate Schools, Nor can I perceive any just reason why
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the Government should have hesitated to confer on the people of
this country, at present so anxious for the diffusion of education
among all classes, Provincial General and Medical Colleges similar
to those which have recently been pressed on the acceptance of
Ireland, and which, in a slightly different form, have so long been
enjoyed and appreciated by the intelligent people of Scotland.
But notwithstanding this prepossession in favour of Provincial
Schools during the earlier periods of Medical study, I cannot
resist an apprehension that a Medical Education, conducted
wholly in a provincial town, will not ensure the expansion of
ideas and correctness of judgment in general matters required to
gain for a Professional man the respect and confidence of a well-
instructed and rapidly-progressive public. ~And both for the
improvement of the faculty of comparison, so important to a
Medical man, and in order to weed the mind of injurious
prejudices and contracted views, a year’s residence in a Metro-
polis by each student must, I think, prove highly advantageous to
all parties, by contributing to the respectability of the profession ;
while the time thus spent, will, if T mistake not, constitute an
epoch in the life of the Medical Practitioner, from which he will,
in after years, date the correction of many an error, and the
acquisition of many a sound principle.

3.—The proposed arrangements for regulating the future
constitution of the Medical Body, while enabling any questions
arising between it and the Public to be fully disenssed, and equi-
tably adjusted, by a competent Tribunal, would thus continue to -
indicate the precise boundaries of the Profession, by rendering it
co-extensive with the possession of a licence to practise Medicine,
And, beyond insisting on the invariable observance of this
general provision, the Legislature could not, I conceive, benefi-
cially interfere with the internal or medico-collegiate relations
of individual practitioners. The interests of the Public would be
amply protected by the general security demanded, and it would
evidently be both inconvenient and impolitic for a Minister
engaged in legislation on a subject of national importance, to
-affect to take cognizance of the diversified titles and honorary
distinctions held by various members of the Profession. In the
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strict eye of the law, all its members would then be equal, as re-
gards the right to practise any branch of the Medical Art for gain,
or to assume in this country medical titles. And, in connection
with this latter point, it may not here be useless to notice an ob-
Jection, urged a few years since against one of the clauses of Sir
James Graham's Bill, before referred to. By this clause it was
proposed to designate as “ Licentiates in Medicine and Surgery,”
the holders of the general license, an innovation and a presumed
restriction, which gave rise to much discontent, and probably con-
tributed as much as any other cause to the withdrawal of that
measure. Any prohibition of the use of the word “Surgeon” in
such cases would, I think, be unreasonable and unjust. For a
man declared by a legally appointed and duly qualified board, fit
to practise the Medical Art in all its branches, including, of course,
Surgery, is to all intents and purposes a Surgeon ; and no law
should prevent him from assuming that title, if he think proper.
Those Gentlemen, therefore, who under the proposed regulations,
might feel anxious to render manifest to the Public their addi-
tional connection with the Royal College of Surgeons, or to show
that they confined their practice to Surgery, could readily accom-
plish these objects by using the title of Consalting Surgeon, and
adding to their names words indicative of the nature of their
connection with the National College of Surgery.

I have hitherto contended for the enforcement of one uni-
form legal qualification for Medical Practice in this kingdom, and
have discountenanced the idea of any further compulsory legisla-
tive interference with the subsequent collegiate attachments of
individual practitioners. But in order to preserve untainted the
character of the Profession, and to enable its members to combine
for the advancement of Medical Science, the interchange of sen-
timents and experience, the elevation of the meritorious, and the
repression of the base, some machinery for the internal government
of so numerous a body becomes essential. And this power might,
I venture to believe, be most advantageously left in the hands of
the existing Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, from a full con-
viction that the eminent men who now preside over those
National Institutions, would fully justify, by their liberality and
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zeal for the general honour of the profession, the reasonable ex-
pectations of the Medical and general Public. It is scarcely
necessary to urge at length the various considerations which
render the maintenance of such citadels within the pale of the
Profession, indispensable to the preservation of its dignity. From
causes which need not be particularized, it too often happens that
Medical men, properly educated, and legally qualified, desert the
profession of Scientific Medicine, or that based on the immutable
laws of Nature, and become supporters of some of the irrational
dogmas concerning disease and remedies, under cover of which,
the Publie of this country isso extensively defrauded. As, there-
fore, it is for the Public good that any General Board should have
the power of expelling from the Medical Profession, and thus
punishing by the loss of social caste, and valuable privileges, men
convicted of heinous offences against Society, so is it equally in-
cumbent on the Guardians of the honour of our calling to mark
their condemnation of discreditable practices, by declining to
associate with the offending parties, Nor could there be any
injustice in the expulsion or exclusion of such persons, since the
connection of individuals with these Colleges, would, under the
proposed regulations, be purely voluntary, and would be songht
for only by those members of the Profession, who were desirous
of maintaining its general respectability, and extending its repu-
tation.

In mentioning the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons
alone, as the future guardians of the character of the Profession,
I have intentionally ignored the existence of the Apothecaries’
Company, for it is impossible to believe that any Government,
anxious to promote the social interests, and general welfare of the
Medical Community, will long continue to tolerate the present
compulsory degradation of a large proportion of its members,
Any Pharmaceutical knowledge which the Officials of that Com-
pany may be presumed to have acquired, must evidently be pos-
sessed in a higher degree by those members of the Qollege of
Physicians, who, in their Pharmacopmia, direct the mode of pre-
paring the Drugs sold by the former. And, as the Chemists and
Druggists of this kingdom, whenever the long expected law for

n
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not I think sufficiently discriminated between the great mass of
country Surgeons who inerely supply their own patients with the
requisite Medicines, charging also, and chiefly, for professional
attendance, and the comparatively small number of Practitioners
to be found in London and a few large towns, whose remuneration
is derived solely from the sale of Medicines, and who are thus pro
tanto in a social position inferior to that of the humblest village
surgeon, though deriving ten times the amount of income from this
commercial source. The one insensibly merges in the druggist;
whereas the other in comprising in his general charge the value
of the Medicines used in the treatment of the case, is simply acting
on the same principle which might lead a London Surgeon to con-
sult his patients’ convenienoe by obtaining for them certain necess-
ary instruments and dressings. Hence, while recognizing the
propriety of excluding from seats in the Council of the College of
Surgeons, men practising wholly as Apothecaries, i. e., deriving
their remuneration solely froma charge for the drugssupplied, it does
certainly appear to me, in the highest degree, unjust to apply the
same rule to the great body of provincial Surgeons, some of whom
enjoy a reputation for surgical skill not inferior to that of the
officers of the Metropolitan Hospitals.

I have hitherto abstained from noticing the extreme
opinions on the subject of Medical Reform, entertained by a few
of its more ardent advocates. Under the plea of ensuring unity,
these gentlemen propose to abolish the existing powers of the
Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, in order to reduce the mem-
bers of the Profession to one dead level. I have previously ad-
vocated the equality of all properly licensed Medical Practi-
tioners in the sight of the law; but this will probably fail to
satisfy the dissentients alluded to. It certainly seems strange
that opinions, which, when professed by the poor and ignorant,
are not more zealously condemned than keenly ridiculed, should
be supported by even an insignificant section of a body of edu-
cated and experienced men. To suppose that professional
equality can be enforced by Act of Parliament, is to betray a for-
getfulness of human nature, as complete as that manifested by
the misguided men, who would attempt to obtain, by similar
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means, moral, social, intellectual, or physical equality. Let all
men entering the Profession start on equal terms, as far as length
of study and severity of examination can be secured by legislative
enactments. But, thenceforth, the great distinctive features of
disposition and mental power, which constitute the peculiarities
of individual character, will not fail to make themselves felt, with
or without the permission of the law, so as to assign very different
places to the various competitors in the race for professional
fame, wealth, and honours. In reference to the internal govern-
ment of the Medical Profession, I have therefore simply to submit,
That the existing Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons properly
governed, and aided in their reforming efforts by the timely ex.
tension of their respective Charters, are sufficient to ensure the
maintenance of the honour, dignity, and general character of the
Medical Profession, and to enable the well disposed among its
members, to associate for the common good ; and that any official
connection between the general body of the Profession, and any
subordinate institutions would be both unneccessary, and detri-
mental to the best interests of the former.

4—In presenting the few following observations on the
necessity and justice of some legal protection being extended to
the members of the Medical Profession, I beg to disclaim on be-
half of the latter any desire to interfere with what has been some-
what absurdly termed, the Medical Liberty of the subject. We
are well aware, that, from the very nature of man, there must at,
all times necessarily be more or less Medical Quackery, as in
every Free State, there will always be a certain amount of political
and religious empiricism. And as Society good-naturedly
tolerates the latter nuisances, so will it in general refuse to sup-
press by any arbitrary process, the empty dogmas and senseless.
“systems” in which dilettanti Medical Philosophers may choose
to indulge. The sole exception to this wise rule should arise
from those cases in which, under the cloak of Medical Dissent,
ignorant and unprincipled men inflict serious, and often Lrrepara-
ble injury, on a helpless portion of the Community. In granting
a limited protection to the Medical Profession, the Public would,
therefore, so far be protecting itself from evil. And as the
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propriety of conferring certain privileges on men who must have
made many personal sacrifices in order to obtain the special
knowledge requisite for the successful practice of their Art, is
moreover, fully admitted by the most eminent writers on Politi-
cal Economy, it may not be considered unreasonable for the Pro-
fession to expect.—
1.—That any person practising Medicine for gain, and habitually
using a Title, which may lead the Public to suppose that
he is a recognized Medical Licentiate, but whose name
cannot be found in the Official List of Licensed Medical
Practitioners, shall be cautioned by a Public Officer to
abstain from the future use of such Title.
2.—That if this admonition be disregarded, and the same person
be proved to have subsequently practised for gain any
department of the Medical Art, he shall be liable to a fine
for each offence, to be summarily recovered in the County
Court of the district ; and if persisting in the same offence
after two such convictions, he shall be rendered amenable
to the criminal law, and be proceeded against and punished
in the same manner, as other persons convicted of obtaining
money under false pretences.
Moreover, in order to remove a prevalent impression, that
a charge for Drugs used in the treatment of disease constitutes
the only mode by which a Medical Practitioner can legally en-
force payment for the mental consideration and personal trouble
bestowed on his patient, it also becomes highly desirable, and ap-
pears but just,
3.—That the Legislature should formally recognise the pecuniary
value of Medical skill and attention, by authorizing the re-
covery by legal process of all just demands for the latter
description of services.
5.—Before venturing to propose the consolidation into one
administmtﬁffre body of the Medical departments of certain bran-
ches of the public service, I may be permitted to obsexve that the
public duties discharged by members of the Medical Profession are
already of a very important nature, of considerable extent, and an~
nually inereasing in both respects ; and that the existing organiza-
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6.—The discouragement practically offered to the original
study of disease in this country is best illustrated by comparing
the benefits enjoyed by the successful investigators of other branches
of Science, with those accessible to the discoverers of important
principles in the Science and practice of Medicine. In mechanical
gcience or in manufactures, a new and useful invention directly
benefits the disecoverer, by the legal protection which secures to
him a monopoly of the profits thence resulting, And even in
general science, natural and abstract, the discovery of an important
law leads at once to scientific distinction, to the receipt of scientific
honours almost equivalent to an elevation in social rank, and to
the possibility of obtaining certain national Prizes, placed by the
Crown at the disposal of the Royal Society of London. But what
rewards or encouragement await the discoverer of an important
law whereby the development of a disease can be arrested, or its
treatment greatly improved 7 By the recognised and proper usage
of the Profession, he is prevented from practising in secret any
curative process he may have brought to light, or from announcing
to the public his private possession of some special knowledge of
the nature of a particular malady. And if, adopting the legitimate
course of procedure, he lay the results of his labours before the
Medical body, and the latter through the usual organs, recognise
the correctness and value of his views; to"what extent is the
individual discoverer benefitted socially, pecuniarily, or even Pro-
fessionally? The most important Medical discovery will not
necessarily bring to the successful investigator a single patient
(and a pecuniary reward from any public source is at present quite
out of the question), not will it obtain for him one additional vote
in an election for any public appointment, nor will it materially
 facilitate his progress to any of the honorary posts at the disposal
of the Profession itself His merits will either remain utterly
anknown to the general public, or will be confounded by the
latter with those of some self-lauding impostor. Notwithstanding
all this neglect, the Medical Practitioners of this Kingdom, acting
against their common interests, as a body deriving pecuniary ad-
vantage from the prevalence of disease, and often at great personal
sacrifices individually, have, during the last two hundred years,
laboured incessantly for the advancement of Medical Science ; and
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