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LETTER, &c.

GENTLEMEN,

| [ S impoflible for me to read
your laft Report, without feeling myfelf ftrongly
impelled, by a regard for truth, the welfare of the
army, and my own profeffion, to endeavour at leaft,
to correct fome parts of it, which feem to be founded
in error, and pregnant with dangerous confequences ;
and it is for this purpofe that 1 now addrefs you pub-
licly, and in my own name, being fenfible that by
doing it anonymoufly, I fhould depart from that re-
fpe& which is juftly due to your diftinguithed cha-
ratters, and to the high authority under which you
have acted. 2
To many parts of your Report, I offer no objeétion,
believing indeed that it is generally meritorious where-
ever you have had a competent knowledge of the
fubjeét ; and where this has not been the cafe, I moft
willingly allow your intentions to have been pure
and upright: and if, in the courfe of my arguments
or obfervations, there fhould at any time feem to
be room for doubt in this refpeét, in'confequence of
any inexplicit or incorreft expreflion, I earneftly in-
treat that my words may be fo conftrued and under-
ftood, as to be made conformable to this declaration,
B



B e

and to the fincere refpe@ for you all which 1t is my
wifh to manifeft on every occafion.

You have indeed candidly admitted in p. 87, of your
Report, that «“ the fubjet of your enquiry was new fo
every member of the commiffion,” (a circumftance very
much to be regretted in my humble opinion), and
that notwithftanding your ¢ anxiety to be rightly
informed, you may have been mifled in your infor-
mation on fome points ; and that you may have con-
fequently judged incorreétly of them.” That you
have been fo mifled, and that you have érred in your
judgments, will I think appear, and to a much
greater extent than you imagine, or than you would
have been or dore, if with lefs * anxiety” you had
fought information direitly, by regularly examining
thofe. who were moft able and beft difpofed to give
it impartially. You would then probably have com-
menced your examinations with unbiafled minds, an
advantage of no {mall importance, in an enquiry fo
intricate and complicated as that which you were
about to undertake. But unfortunately you thought
it expedient to prepare yourfelves by reading fome
of the publications of a writer, noted for a ftrong
propenfity to innovating projeéts and f{peculations,
as well as for eccentric and peculiar opinions, and who
from the courfe and events of his life, muft have
adopted lafting prcjudices on feveral of the topics to
which that enquiry was directed.

When men read, and only read the baoks of one
anthor, and that on fubje@s of which they are unin-
formed, he muft indeed be much lefs expert than
Dr. Jackfon if he does notr perfuade them to adopt
moft of his opinions; and a perufal of the publica-
tions to which. you have repeatedly and candidly
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referred * will readily difcover that every part of your
report which has appeared to require animadverfion
from me, muft have been produced, in forme degree at
lealt, by Dr. Jackfon’s affertions or {uggeftions. Whe-
ther the legiflature intended that you fhould adopt this
method of obtaining information, I will not prefume
to enquire ; though I cannot help thinking that if a
report by parliamentary commiffioners refpetting the
value of Dr. Jackfon’s proje&s had been defired; it
might have been obtained with more advantage and
lefs expence to the publie, by the appointment of gena
tlemen intimately acquainted with medical fubjeéts,;and
confequently lefs liable to be mifled by plaufible de-
clamation, and confident mifreprelentation.

One of the firt effects produced in your minds, by
the reading of Dr. Jackfon’s books, was a belief that
regimental furgeons are alone qualified to difcharge the .
duties of army phyficians, and that the latter are con-
fequently ufelels in armies; or that, if fuffered to
continue, they ought to be feletted exclufively from
the former. As this is a queftion of no little import-
ance, it may be proper for me to notice the allegations
and arguments by which Dr. Jackfon appears to have
induced you to adopt his opinion refpeéting it; an
opinion originating perhaps frum his own anomaleus
and irregular progrefs: in life. Mankind are apt to
identify themfelves with the circumftances, fituations,

* Thefe publications (by Dr. Robert Jackfon) are, 1it,
Remarks on the Conftiturion of the Medical Department of
the Britilh Army, printed in 1803. 2dly, A Syftem of
Arrangement for the Medical Department of Armies,
printed in 1805. In referring to thefe publications (as I
thall have freguent occafion to do) I fhall only note the

page and the year in which each was publifhed.
‘B e
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and purfuits to which they have been moft habituated,
and, from a kind of felfith partiality, to give them a
preference over others, of the advantages of which
they are ignorant. This obfervation will often apply
to men the moft liberally educated, and therefore the
leaft liable to become prejudiced ; among thefe many
are obferved to prefer, to every other, not only the
univerfity, but the particular college of which they
had by chance been members, only becaufe they were
educated at that college and in that univerfity. In this
refpe@®, I muft acknowledge that Dr. Jackfon has
manifefted fome indulgence to the army phyficians ;
for he does not require that we fhould all have been
educated exaftly where, and as he was, and that
with little or no fcience, and * only a {mall thare of
profeflional information,” (as he ftates of himfelf) we
fhould all adventure to the Weft Indies, and after-
wards to Georgia, and there get attached, *¢ in the
loweft medical ftation,” to a Britifh regiment. But
he requires, that to become army phyficians we fhould
all enter the army in the Jowe? fituation, and if,
before he had attained any office more elevated, he had
been able to leap into that of army phyfician, ashe
endeavoured in 1794, we might then, probably,
have had hkis permiflion to make a fimilar leap. Fail-
ing, however, in that attempt, and being afterwards
appointed furgeon to a regiment, he has difcovered
that regimental furgeons, who had been furgeon’s
mates, are “‘ the only perfons in the nation, poflefling
pra&ical knowledge of military difeafes ;" (fee pub-
lication of 1803. p. viii); that the office of regimen-
tal furgeon is “* the only ftation where a correct
knowledge of the phyfician’s duty can be acquired ;”
(id. p. 19), and ¢* that the moft ufeful army phyficians
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are to be found in theé clafls of regimental furgeons or
of ftaff furgeons, who have rifen by a regular grada-
tion,” i. e. after being matesand regimental furgeons.
id. p. 17.

To illuftrate and fupport this novel doérine, he
pretends that there is fomething new and peculiar
in the military general hofpitals, which the phyfician
who has not been a regimental furgeon, and who con-
fequently has not ferved in regimental hofpitals,
can never properly learn (1803, p. 9, and 23. —
1805, p-95.). Yet he tells us, in feveral parts of the
former of thefe works, that the regimental differ from
the general hofpitals, only by being ““ on a fmaller fcale
that in the latter *“ the circle of a&ion is only widened,
the principle and manner of aéting are not changed,”
p. 23, and alfo at p. g, he fays, * the management
of a general hofpital is afimilar though more extenfive
duty,” than the management of * the fick of a regi-
ment.”” To pretend then that phyficians, who have
been converfant with civi/ hofpitals, cannot make them-
felves mafters of the few circumftances which are pe-
culiar to military holpitals, unlefs . they begin with
thole among the latter, which are on the fmalleft fcale,
is as idle and unreafonable as it would be to affert,
that a feaman could never learn how to perform his
duty on board a fthip of the line, without having pre-
vioufly failed in a frigate. The truth is, that general
hofpitals are notonly on a larger {cale, but diretted by
medical officers of fuperior ranks and abilities, and '’
therefore much more may be learned in them, and
in much lefs time, than in the regimental ; and it is a
manifeft abfurdity to fuppofe that phyficians from ci-
vil life, with their fuperior attainments, and their
habits of acquiring knowledge, cannot become mafters



e ]

of every thing peculiar to military hofpitals, with
greater facility than hofpital mates. Even Dr. Jack-
fon has admitted (1803, p. 33) that in acquiring a
knowledge of the military difcipline, &c. of thefe hof-
pitals, the *¢ profeflional ftudies” of a medical man
give him great advantages over other men ; for he has
been led in his refearches, to trace to their principles,
the powers of a&ion in man, both in body and mind, fo
that he acquires a facility of arranging correétly and
fy{lematically materials which appear, in their exter-
nal circumftances, to be heterogeneous and difcord-
ant.” :

Another of Dr. Jackfon’s pretences is, that there is
no difference ** between the military phyfician and the
military furgeon;” (1805, p. 29) that * the medical
artis a whole, conneéted intimately, in all its parts.”
And that ¢ the divifion of its parts marrs the progrefs
of the art, as a {cience.” (1803, p. 94). An aflertion
which is left not only without any fupport from him,
but which is obvioufly centradifled by reafon, by ex-
perience and by analogy, in every other art or fcience ;
it is even contradited by what he had previoufly ftated
‘in his work of 1803, p. 29, where he fays that *¢ in
civil life a divifion or participation of labour, among
phyficians, furgeons, and apothecaries, is found to
be ufeful.” He might allo have ftated, becaufe it is
well known, that in confideration of the limited powers
of the human mind, 1t has been found advantageous to
Jubdivide thefe divifiens, and encourage fome men to
devote their attention and faculties almoft exclufively
to the difeafes of the eyes, other men to thofe of the
ears, &c. and others again to the praétice of midwifery.
The more ancient Egyptians are faid to have had par-
ticular phyficians for each feparate difeafe ; and it is
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notimprobable that in a great metropolis, where con-
fiderable numbers of medical men find employment,
almoft any one of them, after acquiring {ufficient ge-
neral or preparatory knowledge, might by direfing his
whole attention and exerting all his faculties upon a
particular clafs of difeafes, become much more ex-
pert and fuccelsful in their treatment, than he other-
wife would have been, if his thoughts and fenfes had

been equally beflowed upon all the diforders incident to
~ mankind. '

Such indeed is the power of truth, that Dr. Jackfon
has been compelled by it, to manifeft his conviction
of the reality and propriety of a diftin¢tion between
phyfick and furgery, even when he was labouring to
prove the contrary—for in recommending the eftablith-
ment of a medical {chool for the army, and a gradual
promotion of the pupils, a// under the denominations of
battalion affiftants, battalion furgeons, and furgeons of
regiments or brigades, he direéts for the fervice of the
hofpitals, that phyficians, with peculiar and fuperior
~ qualifications, fhall be feleted from the higher clafs,
becaufe, fays he, *¢ the confideration and cure of internal
difeafes which fall within the phyfician’s province, are
the more important, and for the moft part, the more nu-
merous clafs of maladies, which occur in military hof-
pitals.”’—‘¢ Hence, he adds, the phyfician’s tafk is pro-
minent, &c. (1805.p- 418.) DBut ** furgeons of hofpi-
tals,” he tells us, (1805. p. 30.) *“ are moft {fuitably
taken from the (inferior) clafs of furgeons of batta-
lions ;” becaufe their “ main gualification confifts in ma-
tured judgment and manual dexterity.”” Andin the pre-
ceding page he mentions ¢ the phyfician’s mental 1a-
lent 3" and * the furgeon’s manual dexterity ;* feeling,
(in fpite of his own arguments to the contrary) that a
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real difference exifts, between the former and the lat-
ter ; and that fome men are better adapted by nature,
as well as by education, for the one than the other of
thefe profeflions,

It feems, however, that a contrary opinion had been
ftrongly eftablifhed in your minds by the reading of Dr.
Jackfon’s publications, previous to the 12th of March,
1807, when you firft began to colle& wviva voce evi-
dence, by examining the phyfician general on oath;
and your 11th queftion to him, (manifeitly fuggefled,
like feveral of the others, by Dr, Jack{on’s opinions
and aflertions) was in thefe words, viz. would not the
gentlemen who have a&ted as furgeons to regiments,
and have afterwards ferved in army holpitals (in both -
which fituations, according to your letter Lo us, there
is greatly more medical, than chirurgical prattice,) be
cqually, or rather more fit, to be appointed phyficians
to the army than the perfons you have ufually recom-
‘mended (1. e, thofe legally authorized to practice phy-
fick in England.) To this queftion Sir Lucas Pepys
anfwered, “ I think not, becaufe their education does
not lead them to the knowledge of principles.” An an-
fwer which though fhort, might have given you very
important information, if it had been well underftood,
and well confidered by you. For molt certainly, with-
out fcientific principles, that experience on which Dr.,
Jackfon refts all the pretenfions of the regimental fur-
geons to become army phyficians, would prove gene-
rally ufelefs, and frequently delufive, at beft it could
only produce a mechanical or empirical routine of prac-
tice, which may perhaps be the “army medical prac-
tice,” fo often mentioned, as a matter of great im-
portance, in your report, and which could not be much
better, than the hsfpital praétice fo facetioufly defcribed
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by the late Mr. Foote in his Devil upon Two Sticks.
Whether you deemed this fort of praétice adequate to
the wants of foldiers, or whether you did not under-
ftand, or did not attend to the anfwer of the phyfician-
general, I know not; but it certainly appears to have
been loft upon and among you ; for though it is once
barely ftated in your report, you do not appear to have
allowed it the {fmallelt weight in oppofition to Dr,
Jackfon’s opinion.

Your next or 12th queftion to the phyfician-general
15, ““ would not the hope of fuch promotion act as an
ufeful ftimulus to the diligence and good condu& of
the inferior officers, in the medical department of the
army?” To which he anfwered ** no doubt an increafe
of pay would a& as a ftimulus, but that fhould not
be obtained at the expence of the lives of the foldiers.” -
This anfwer appears to have been as much loft upon
you as the former, though it might have fuggefted a
mode of encouraging men properly qualified to offer
themfelves as candidates for the inferior army medical
offices,and of rendering them diligent afterwards, with-
out endangering the lives of foldiers.

Thofe who have fufficient learning, (and it requires
no {mall portion) to be able to form adequate con-
ceptions of the various abftrufe, and extenfive branches
of [cience, which are conneéted with, and neceffary for,
the practice of phyfic and furgery, will readily admit,
that the greateft natural endowments, with the ut-
moft induftry during a long life, are not too much for
the fafe and beneficial exercife of only one of thefe divi-
Jions of the healing art ; and that both phyficians, and
furgeons, are now much better qualified for their re-
fpettive diftinél profeffions, than they could have been
if each had equally applied himfelf not only to his suwn
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. but to the other’s profeffion. It appears to have been
a conviclion of this fmpertant truth that firl produced,
and has fince upheld for ages the divifion in queftion : a
divifion which has been fantioned by the experience
and approbation of every civilized nation in Europe,
and refpected even by the moft furious innovators of the
French revolution ; who, when they had overturned
the throne and the altar, and abolithed the moft venera-
ble eftablithments of their anceftors, ftill maintained
both in military and civil life, the diftinétion be-
tween phyfic and furgery ; and rmvariably placed phy~
Sicians at the head of the medical departments of the
French armies* But you, gentlemen, rendered econfident
by a wery little reading upon a queftion which was new
to every one of you, feem to have thought yourfelves
competent to decide it differently from the reft of
mankind ; and have ventured to propofe a complete
abolition of all diftin&ion between phyfic and furgery;
fo far at leaft as regards the Britifh army, and to re.
commend with a view to their entire exclufion, that no
more army phyficians fhould be appointed ; and this
recommendation you have endeavoured to fupport
by mifreprefentations, innocently made, I am per-

p———

* The French army in Egypt, when I was there in18o1, had
for its phyfician in chief (medecin en chef), M. Defgenettes,
who was at the head of the medical department : under him
were feveral army phyficians (medecins ordinaires); M,
Larrey being then furgeon in chief (chirurgien en chef) : and
M. Boudet, apothecary in chief (pharmacien en chef ).—
About the fame time the French army of the Rhine had for
its firft phyfician, and chief medical officer, Jofeph Adam
Lorentz-with the title of ¢¢ medecin en chef de ’armée de la
republique Frangaife fur le Rhin,” Other inftances might
be adduced but thefe will fuffice.
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fuaded, and without any {ufpicion of their being fuch.
Oue of thefe -(manifeftly derived from Dr, Jackfon’s
mifinformation) may be found in [everal parts of your
report, where the appointment of regular phyficians
from civil life is reprefented by you as an innovation ;
e. g. at page 16, in which you ftate *“ that in the medical
fervice of the ordnance there are no phyficians 3 and in
the royal navy the phyficians hold the higheft rark,
and are appointed from the {urgeons in thofe fervices;
and this’” (you add) ¢ was the pracice alfo, as we un-
derftand, in the army medical department, previous ts
the formation of the bsard in 1793 ;" and this mifrepre-
fentation is not merely ftated in yourreport, but you
have incautioufly advanced it, when you were interro-
gating perfons under oath, and thus (without any
improper intention I believe) encouraged them to
fuppofe that the regimental furgeons had been aggrie-
ved, by this fuppofled novel prattice, of taking army
phyficians from civil life, inftead of promoting regi-
menta) {urgeons to that office—one inftance of this will
be fufficient, and it occurs in your fecond examination
of Dr. Borland (p. 160), where your 4th queftion is
ftated in thefe words, viz. ‘“ did it appear to you, that
the regimental {urgeons, whohad been appointed before
the creation of the medical board in 1793, and who ufedto
Jucceed to the medical flaff appointments in the army, were
unequal to the cure of the fick of the army ?” Dr.
Borland’s anfwer to this queftion will be noticed in
another place. The queftion itfelf is here ftated only
to fhow the error which accompanied your interroga-
tories, and which was by them probably communicated
to fome of the witneffes. It remains, however, for me
to convince you of this error, and I fhall have no dif-
ficulty in doing it. The hafte indeed with which I
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find it neceffary to finith my letter, will not allow me
to recur tothe medical hiltory of the Britith army, or
the biography of all who at different times had been
appointed army phyficians, for all the fats of which
I might otherwife avail myfelf ; a fufficient number
of them, however, is known to anfwer my purpofe.
From thefe, it appears that the appointment of furgeons
to regiments has been coeval with the formation of
regiments: but that of army phyficians took place
long after, and only upon extraordinary occafions; as
when confiderable armies or expeditions were to be
employed, efpecially on foreign {ervice, phyficians were
then attached to one particular army or expedition ;
and when the fervice allotted to fuch army or expedi-
tion was finithed, the phyfician or phyficians (if more
than one) were commonly allowed to retire on half
pay, and rarely, if ever, called again into actual fer-
vice.

The motive for fuch extraordinary appointments
was a conviction of the expediency of providing for thofe
particular fervices, medical afliftance greatly fuperior
to any which could be expeted from the furgeons of
regiments and their mates, of whofe talents the army
was already poflfefled. This afliftance, fuperior to that
which already belonged to the army, could only be ob-
tained from phyficians in civil life ; and it was cer-
tainly not fought for any where elfe. A proof of the
high eftimation in which regular phyficians thus em-
ployed for military fervices, weze then held, may be
found in the great {uperiority of pay and rank affign-
ed to them. With regard to*ftaff furgeons (who are
almoft as offenfive to Dr. Jackfon as regular phyfici-
ans, he having never been one of them) they were
alfo taken from civil life, for the fame reafon which
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prevailed in the cafe of phyficians,—They were confi-
dered as poflefling abilities fuperior to thofe of the
regimental furgeons, and were confequently allowed
higher pay and rank, though both were inferior to thofe
of the phyficians. In a courfe of years, fome of the
regimental furgeons found means to get promotion,
and become ftaff furgeons and phyficians, becaufe they
either poffefled greater abilities than others, or becaufe
without greater abilities they had been able to recom-
mend themfelves to men in high military ftations, who
are rarely if ever competent judges of the qualifications
of medical men. Thefe inftances, however, feldom, if
ever, occurred unlefs vacancies occafioned by deaths
abroad were to be filled up, and they were few in num-
ber, before the year 17go. The phyficians employed
with the Britilh army on the continent of Europe in
and between the years 1742 and 1748 were Dr. Sandi-
lands, Dr. Bailey, Dr. Lawfon, Dr. afterwards Sir
John Pringle,Dr. afterwards Sir Clifton Wintringham,
Dr. Maxwell, Dr. Clephane and Dr. Barker. Of
thefe, the greater part are known to have been regu-
larly educated phyficians, and I have no reafon to doubt
of its having been the cafe with all of them. Du-
ring the war which began in 1756 and ended in 1763,
the phyficians employed with the Britifh forces in
Germany and other places, appear to have been Sir
Clifton Wintringham, Dr. Conyers, Dr. Mufhet, Dr.
Brook, Dr. Brockletby, Dr. Donald Monro, Dr. Ca-
dogan, Dr. Knox, Dr. George Monro, Dr. Robert
Miller, Dr. Turner, Dr. John Armftrong, Dr. Huck
Saunders, and Dr. Kennedy. - Of thefe, feveral were
fellows of the college of phyficians (as was the cafe of
thofe in the former war) and I have reafon to believe
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that excepting one they had been all educated regularly
to the profeflion of phyfic.

During the American war, no Britifh troops were

employed on the continent of Europe. The firft and
mofl confiderable hofpital flaff, was that formed in
1776 for the army under General, now Lord Howe,
inNew York and Penfylvania. Of this'the late Dr.
Morris, a fellow of the college of phyficians, who
had been taken as an army phyfician immediately
from civil life, was the chief, being the fenior phy-
fician, and alfo infpector-general of hofpitals. Under
him were Dr. now Sir Charles Blagden, and Dr.
Mervin Nooth : both of them regular phyficians.
To thefe were afterwards added, probably by General
Howe, two other phyficians, viz. Drs. Vealeand Bruce,
who were, I believe, alfo taken from civil life.
. Another hofpital ftaff, was at the fame time formed
for the army under General Burgoyne deftined for
Quebec ; and it was formed on fimilar principles ;
Dr. Knox an army phyfician being the chief medical
officer ; and the ftaff furgeons appointed both to this
army and that under General Howe were alfo, chiefly
if not folely taken, like the phyficians, from civil life.

In the year 1780, an army phyfician being wanted
for the hofpitals at Jamaica, the government was then
fo little difpofed to look for fuch an officer among the
regimental {urgeons, that the college of phyficians was
requefted to nominate a gentleman for that duty, and
upon their recommendation Dr. John Hunter was
appointed, and is known to have difcharged the func-
tions of his appointment with-the greateft ability.

After the peace of 1783, no phyfician to the army
was appointed, till a mifunderftanding occurred with
Spain, relative to the tranfaétions at Nootka Sound,
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about the year 1791 ; when an expedition being pro-
jeéted. Dr. Gregory Weft, who had formerly ferved
as a ftaffapothecary in America, was promoted to that
fituation, on the recommendation of the late Mr. John
Hunter, who was then deputy to the furgeon general,
Mr. Adair, and became his fucceflor in the year
1792 ; Sir Clifton Wintringham the phyfician general,
being, from greatage and infirmities unable to officiate.
And this appointment of Dr. Welt appears to have
been the only one, of an army phyfician, which ever
took place in confequence of any nomination made
by Mr. Hunter. When he died in O&. 1793, the late
Mr. Gunning became furgeon-general, and Mr. Keate
was appointed infpeétor-general, and from that time
until the 15th of January, 1794, when the prefent phy-
fician-general was appointed (on the death of SirClifton
Wintringham) no perfon was either nominated or ap-
pointed to the office of army phyfician, who had not
been regularly educated as aphyfician. It appears in-
deed thatonly two appointments took place in that {hort
mterval, which were that of Dr. RobertfonBarclay,and
Dr. George Paulet Morris, both fellows of the college
of phyficians. From this tatement of facls you, gentle-
men, will readily difcover how much you have b:en
mifled, in believing and reprefenting ¢* that previous to
the formation of the boardin 1793,” ithad been the

praétice to appoint only furgeons, to bearmy phyficians.
For even fuppofing, contrary to all appearance, that you
intended to confine the-exiflence of this practice to the
time only when Mr. Hunter directed the army medical
department, your reprefentation will even then be found
to have had no foundation ; becaufe during that time no
furgeon was promoted to the office of an army phyfi-
cian; and if you intended to extend it to earlier wars and
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periods, no fuch practice, as I have clearly fhewn, ever
exifted in any of them. You will alfo perceive how
little Dr. Jackfon could be warranted by facs in flat-
ing, (as he does at p. 15—1803) that Mr. Hunter
““ naturally concluded that the perfon who was expe-
rienced and able as a furgesn in a regiment, would
prove capable and ufeful as a phyfician in an hofpital ;"
fince the only perfon nominated by him for the office
of phyfician, never had been furgeon to a regiment;
nor would his duty as a ftaff apothecary, ever have led
him into regimental hofpirals, which Dr. Jackfon con-
fiders as fo indifpenfably neceflary for army phyficians.

You appear allo to have been mifled in your reprefen-
tation of the practice of the navy ; though perhaps not
to the fame extent as in that which regards the army.
The naval fervice has indeed many more peculiarities,
and differs from civil life in many more circumf{tances
than the land fervice, and it is therefore poflible, that
reafons for appointing furgeons to be phyficians, might
prefent themfelves more obvioufly in the naval than
in the military fervice. Butcertainly previoufly to the
year 1805, there was nothing in the regulations, or in
the pradice of the navy, contrary to the immediate
introduion of regular phyficians into the fea fervice ;
and the only obltacle to it at this time is the order of °
the 23d of January 1805, which direéts that no perfon
fhall be appointed phyfician to the fleet, or to either
of the naval hofpitals, who has not previoufly ferved
as furgeon at leaft for five years. This, however, at the
utmoft is but a new, and as yet unfinifhed experiment,
. Whether it will produce naval phyficians fuperior to
Drs. Lind, Blane, and others who were taken immedi-
ately from civil life, remains to be decided ; and
[thEf'DrE your Prupuﬁ:d exclufion of rcgular ph}’ﬁ'
cians from the army, canas yet, derive no fupport
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from the navy 3 and it is as little fufeeptible of being
fupported by any thing in the practice of the ordnance
department, which now has for its chief medical offi-
ger, Sir J. M. Hayes, who was, for many years, an
army phyfician, withoutever having beena regimental
furgeon and you have told us, p. 35. that the late
Dr. Brocklefby, a regularly educated phyﬁcmn and
fellow of the ccllcge, was, until the time of his
death, the chief medical officer of the ordnance.
He was, I find, ftiled in his commiffion,  Phyfician
General to the Rﬂ}*al Regiment of Artillery, and Corps
of Royal Engineers,” Whether any, and what, other
perfons have held fimilar fituations I have not had
time to enquire; nor indeed is it neceflary for me to
doit; fince the fupport which you endeavour to ob~
tain frt:-m the praice of the ordnance department i3
founded upon the circumftapce of their not having
employed phyficians except at Waokwich. But the rea-
fon of this is obvioufly fuch as cannot fuit your pur-
pofe, fince the detachments of artillery fent on ex-
peditions, arc always much too fmall for the fervices of
a phyfician.

" Thefe obfervations will, I doubt not, appear, even
toyourfelves, gentlemen, as a fufficient anfwer to what
you have advanced againft the ufe and expediency
of army phyficians : it becomes me, however, to notice
fome erroneous fuppofitions, which repeatedly occur
in your Report,and which, as they probably influenced
you in forming it, may aflift in giving it plaufibility
with others,

One of thefe is at p. 16 of your Report, where yop
mention ¢ the manners, the habits,and offen the difeafes
qfrbe military”as being ““ peculiar™ in a high degree : and
again at p.8s, where you mention ‘“ the habits gnd pecu-
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liardifeafes of foldiers,” believing, doubtlels, that men
whoenlift as foldiers,thereby change theirphyfival confli-
tutions, and become {ufceptible of difeafes which do not
exilt in crvillife ; or that the caufes of difeafe operate
on foldiers differently from what they doupon other men.
How you came to adopt an opinion fo deftitute of all
folid foundation, I will not determine. Certainly you
did not find it in the works of Sir John Pringle, or
Drs. Cleghorne, Brockletby, Donald Monro, John
Hunter, and others, who have written profefledly on
the difeafes moft prevalent in armies ; nor can 1 find
it any where diftin&ly exprefled even by Dr. Jack{on,
though he often mentions ¢ military difeafes,” and
““army ‘difeafes.” But he tells us at p. 24, 1803,
that * army difeafes are the fame in kind as thofe
which happen in civil life.” He choofes, indeed, to add
that ““ the afpeé? of them, is often more threatening ;
feeming to demand more promptitude and decifion in
the application of the means of cure.” If, however,
this fuppsfed difference, even of afpeél, be confidered as
any thing conflant and general, it has no exiflence butin
Dr. Jackfon’s imagination ; and if it had a real exift-
ence, the faft would only evince the expediency of em-
ploying well-educated phyficians, whofe experience,
enlightened and aflifted by fcientific principles, would
enable them much better to dete€ any thing fallacious
or inftruétive in the afpe? of thele difeafes, than
furgeons could do without fcience, however expe-
rienced. .
Another of your groundlefs fuppofitions is that
which you have exprefled in various parts of your re-
port by the words “ army medical praétice.”” In your
two firft queftions to the phyfician-general (Sir L.
Pepys) you afk what ¢ acquaintance” he had with
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% army medical prafice” previous to his appointment ;
and what “¢ acquaintance” he has had with * army
hofpital pradtice” fubfequently to his appointment,
always employing and appropriating thele words
to convey the fuppofition of a diftin&, conftant, uni-
form,and peculiar fyltem of treatment for fick foldiers,
different from that which is ufed for the reft of man-
" kind; and you feem not only to have no doubt of the
real exifteace of fuch a fyfem of treatment, but to be-
lieve that none but regimental furgeons can ever pro-
perly become mafters of it ; and in this perfuafion you
were pleafed to ftate p. 16, that, ‘* if the denomination
and rank of phyficians were neceffary in the army, there
would have been a convenience in felecting them from
amongft thofe regimental and ftaff furgeons, who poffefled
aftual experiencein army medical praciice, both at home
and abroad.” Whence you derived the ideas {o often
exprefledin your Report, and which feem to have made
fuch deep impreflions on your minds, of the real exift-
ence of what you appear to mean by ‘¢ army medical
pra&tice” I know not, unlefs it be from Dr. Jackfon,
who you fay, p.55, ‘“ appears to have had great experi-
ence in army medical praélice, and to fupport his opi-
nions by very juft reafoning.” He indeed fometimes
mentions *“ military pralice,” as he mentions other
things, with various meanings, to {uit his various pur-
pofes. But ifby this orany other expreffion he has led
you into this error, it is fair to make him lead you out
of it: and therefore I beg you will refer to p. 44 of his |
Publication of 1803 where you may read as follows,
viz. ‘* Phyficians and furgeons, the pupils of different
fchools, poflefling different principles and diferens
views of medical praflice, at the time of admi [fis
into the army, give effe® when admitted to adh,
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to the doctiines of the different {chools, and
thereby istriduce wariety, even cantradidlion in the
management of the concerns of the fick,” and to p.
130, where he fays that ¢* fever under one form or
other is the moft common difeafe in armies, and it is
the difeafs in the treatment of which men’s opinions
are the leafl agreed.” A dozen other affertions
of fimilar import may be eafily found, but in truth
it requires only a very flight exercife’ of common
fenfe to perceive that no fuch conftant uniformity of
practice can exift in armies any more than in civil
life; and thar, in both, the methods of treating the
fick will be as various, as the degrees of intelleét,
fcience, and experience among medical men; unlefs
indeed, the authority of certain perfons may lately
have introduced among regimental hofpitals fome
mechanical unprincipled routine, for which, certainly,
army phyficians can never be wanted, and in which it
may be hoped and expetied that they will never par.
ticipate.

Whatever attention may be paid to other parts of
your Report by the legiflature and government of our
country ; they will not, I prelume, without full enquiry
and confideration,refolve to adopt an sunsvation,of which
even Robefpierre and his adherents were afraid. And,
probably, inmaking fuch an enquiry, they may think
it expedient to afcertain more accurately than you ap-
pear to have done, the true extent of the qualifications
and defects of thofle gentlemen, who are recommended
by you, as fit to fuperfede the army phyficians, and n
doing this, they may probably recollect that the exa-
minations at the college of furgeons, on which vou
place fo much reliance, have no relation to the praffice
of phyfic ; being wholly and exclufively confined to
furgery. And in regard even to this fingle divifion of
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the healing art, it is well known that the examiners
have long and ferioufly lamented the abfolute neceflity
which they are, and have been frequently, under of
payfing, as qualified for the fervice of the army and
navy, men who are greatly deficient, becaufe few who
are not fo can be induced to prefent themfelves as
candidates, It is indeed true, that hofpital mates for
the fervice of the army, are now examined by the
phyfician-general, but the fame want of candidates
properly qualified, compels him alfo to accept fuch as
he can obtain, though they are often very unlike thofe
whom he would be glad to obtain; and befides all this
it is to be recolleéted that he does not examine even
the bell of them, with a view to their becoming army-
phyficians, being fatisfied if he can find them qualified
for the lowelt medical ftation of hofpital- mate. In con-
firmation of all this, it may be proper to. remind you of
what is ftated by Dr. Harnefs, the commiflioner of
the Tranfport Board fpecially charged with the medi-
cal concerns of the navy, in the appendix to your re-
port, p. 178, viz, that ‘¢ there has been, and ftill is
great difficulty in procuring hofpital-mates, and affift-
ant-furgeons, properly qualified for the royal navy ;
the number at prefent deficient (he adds) cannot be
lefs than jfix hundred.” Equal difficulty has attended
the procuring of holpital-mates for the army, and
this at one time was fo great, ([ mean when the ex-
pedition under Sir Ralph Abercrombie was prepar-
ing for the Weft Indies), that it was found neceflary
to advertife in the newfpapers, offering at once the
higheft pay, &c. ever allowed to holpital-mates, and
it was alfo found expedient to accept without any
thing like an examination, all who preflented them-
felves to the infpector-general in London, or to Sir J,
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M. Hayes at Southampton.* Even Dr. Jackfon, {te
whofe authority I refer fo frequently, only becaufe you
rely fo much upon it) is far from fuppofing, with all his
partiality for furgeons, that they have ever generally
given adequate proofs of their fiznefs for that ftation.
He tells us at p. 389 of his Outline of the Hiftory and
Cure of Fever, that inftead of the vague gxaminations
and inadequate proofs of qualifications, upon which
young men are appointed to the office of furgeon in
armies, /efls of corret morals, of affual knowledge, and
more particularly of the capacity of improving in know-
ledge, ought to be produced openly and publicly, bea
fore an office of fuch importance be beftowed —And
as a farther illuftration of the confequences of admit-
ting unfit medical perfons into the army, Dr. Borland,

_———

* Almoft equal difficulty in procuring hofpital mates pro-
perly qualified, has ever fince continued to fubfift. The
army medical board, in a letter to the deputy-fecretary at
war, dated March 6th, 1306, and figned by Sir L. Pepys,
My. Keate, and Mr. Knight, fay, #¢ we have met with un-
expefted difficulties in raifing our medical recruits, and if
the continental war had proceeded, we fhould have found
ourfelves unequal to the neceflary fupply. The late amelio-
ration of pay has certainly induced a better defeription of cha-
racters to enter, but the more extended pay and allowances
lately held out to mavy-furgeons, have been a great check
on our exfatftatinns of a more abundant offer of army-candi-
dates,” and on the 13thof Oftober, 1807, Mr. Knight being
interrogated by the commiflioners, (fee Report, p. 125.) ref-
peéting the continuance of thele difficulties, anfwered, * the
fame difficulties ftill exift, and rather in a greater degree
than before, as we were unable to furnith more than one
third of the requifition for hefpital mates for the laft expe.
dition under General Beresford,”
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whofe authority is almoft as weighty and powerful in
your minds, as Dr. Jackfon's, and whofe prejudices
and interefts are to the full as {trong, both in favour of
the furgeons, and in oppofition to the phyficians, has
told you (fee p. 159 of your Report,) that in confequence
ofa profecution begun by himfelf,one regimental furgeon
had been dilmiffed the fervice.” That another had
““ refigned to avoid a court martial,” and that in confe-
quence of a report made by him (Dr, B.) when 1n
Jerley, ¢¢ a furgeon to the forces, and two regimental
furgeons were removed from their fituations for in-
efficiency.” And that ‘“feveral fimilar inftances” had
come within his knowledge. Being afierwards afked
(Queft. 8th.) about the competency of the furgeons of
the line in general ; he anf{wered, * I think they are
much improved of late, but fiill capable of further
improvement.”  When fuch faéts are admitted by
Dr. Borland, what might not be obtained from per-
fons lefs partial to the regimental furgeons? But even
if there had been no fuch evidence, it appears to me
very unlikely that young men with only the ufual and
fcanty acquifitions of hofpital-mates, without proper
books or leifure for reading, and with military exam-
ples and habits very unfavourable to thought and re-
fle€ion, could, in a very few years, as you fuppofe,
qualify themfelves, fo as to become not only gosd fur-
geons, but allo Jetter phyficians than men who were
regularly and liberally educated to that part only of the
pratice of medicine, and who, from early youth have
been devoted, at a great expence, to the attainment of
knowledge from univerfitics, public hofpitals, lec.
tures, books, &c,

To borrow the words of Dr, Jackfon, ¢ the me-
dical art is an art of tedious acquifition,” ¢ fo that



[ 24 ]

the phyfician cin fearcely ever fay he has lecarned his
art,” (Dedication, 1805) and this may be faid with
great truth even of phyficians living in large towns,
in which the opportunities of gaining knowledge from
public libraries, learned aflociations, and great hof-
pitals are daily open to them : yet you appear to think
that the whole of this art may be acquired with preter-
natural facility in regimental hofpitals, where it is
certainly no part of the furgeon’s duty to sufiruél his
afliftant, and where, if vanity or idle habits did not
indilpofe the latter to feek inftruction, it may fre-
quently happen that the former was either not inclined,
or, if inclined, not qualified, to aflume fo difficult 2
Rikrons

I am far from thinking that it ever can be propet
to exclude cither phyficians or furgeons from the fer-
vice of armies, but when I refle&t on the much greater
proportion of military men, who require aid from the
phyfician, than from the furgeon, I have no hefita-
tion in declaring that the afiiftance of the latter might
be much better difpenfed with, than that of the for-
mer. It appearsat p. g8. of your Report, that you were
informed by the phyfician general that ** where one {ol-
dier requires the afliftance of a furgeon in the line of
{furgery, ten will require it in medicine.” Dr. Brock-
lefby’s opinion and ftatements greatly exceed this: ([lee
(Economical andMedical Obfervationson theImprove-
ment of Military Hofpitals, printed in 1764.—page 47
and 48.) where he ftates from his own obfervations, and
the information of regimental furgeons, ¢ that the me-
dical feience requifite for a regiment is at leaft forty
times neceflary to be in fome fort pratifed, for snce that
any particular dexterity in manual operations or fur-
gery is required.” And as far as [ have been able to
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afcertain, the returns of the general hofpitals in tlie
Welt Indies during the late war generally exhibited
from 20 to 40 medical for one furgical patient. But
as nothing will probably afford fo much conviétion to
vour minds as Dr. Jackfon’s authority, I will again
refer to his publication of 1803, p. 15. where, after re-
prefenting the late Mr. Hunter as remarking *¢ that
“¢ perfons denominated furgeons of regiments act in two
capacities,” he adds that they do it ¢* rarely indeed in
the furgical capacity, for there rarely is occafion,unlefs in
allual war; daily in the medical, for the regiment is
fearcely ever without a fick Jift ;”"—and again at p. 29,
1805, he obferves that the duties of medical men in ar-
mies ‘“ require more frequently the exercife of the
phyfician’s mental talent than the furgeon’s manual
dexterity.”

The propotrtions, in which regiments want medi-
cal and furgical aid, will indeed naturally vary accord-
ing to the climates, and fituations in which they are
employed and the fervices, battles, &e. in which they
may be engaged. It is however notorious, that even
when there is as much of fighting, as commonly occurs
in active campaigns, the number of fick will almoft in-
variably much exceed that of wounded—and at other
times when there are no wounded, as is moft commonly
the cale,the hofpitals contain few cafes ftrictly chirurgi-
cal. Ttwill therefore manifeftly follow that great pub-
lic benefit might be obtained by an arrangement which
would give to regiments the aid of regular phyficians
forall the medical patients,by the appointment in future
of regimental phyficians, and of regular furgeons for thofe
only who are properly within the line of furgery, in-
ftead of now committing the whole to regimental fur-
geons, who can never be duly qualified to pralice thé

- pwointricate arts of phyfick and furgery.
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I am next to notice that part of your report which res
lates to *‘ the army general hofpital [yftem.” In
purfuing your inquiry into this fubjeft you fate that
vou ‘¢ have collected information from gentlemen of
great experience in every branch of army medical
praétice, and have endeavoured, by an examination
and comparifon of the accounts of general and regi-
mental hofpital, to judge of the merits of the army
" medical fyftem,” .

On reading the firft part of the atove paffage, it was
natural to conclude that here at lealt no fuch imper-
fe@tionsin the evidence would be found as have been
pointed out in your ftatement concerning fthe army
phyficians ; for the affertion that you ¢ had colleéted
‘¢ information from gentlemen of great experience in
“¢ every branch of army medical practice,” implied
that you hadexamined or communicated with all thofe
medical officers, whofe profeffional rank and {cience,
and whofe military experience, refpectability of cha-
rafter, and, I may add, independence of circumfiances,
might operate as a fecurity for the accuracy, fairnefs,
and f{ufficiency of their teftimonies refpecting the com-
parative advantages and defects of general and regi-
mental holpitals. But this expeQation has been wholly
difappointed ; for the various documents publifhed in
the appendix to your Report are prools that you have
omitted afking all thofe officers of that defcription who
appeared before you (viz. Sir Lucas Pepys, Mr. Keate,
Mr. Knight, Sir John Hayes, Mr. Young and Dr.
Frank)a fingle queftion about the refpeflive or compara-
tive benefits of general and of regimental hofpitals :
you have likewife omitted making enquiries on thefe
fubjeéls from other gentlemen of the rank of infpectors,
as Dr, Nooth, Dr. Robertfon Barclay, Mr, Weir, and
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Dr. Moore; and you have not condefcended to {fum-
mon before you even one army phyfician. From all
thefe fources abundant and valuable information might
with certainty have been obtained ; but inftead of re-
curring to {uch authorities you have contented your-
felves with the teltimonies of two officers, whofe evi-
dence ought primd facietohave been received with great
caution, becaufe both owe their promotions and pre-
fent employments to thofe late arrangements in the me-
dical department, which have effected the depreflion of
the army-phyficians, and the difcontinuance of gene-
ral hofpitals, and are therefore deeply interefted in
reprefenting thefe arrangements as the moft advan-
tageous to the public. That their teftimonies might
be partial was thus to be apprehended ; and therefore
moft perfons would have thought it prudent in you
either not to have demanded, or not to-have depended
folely upon,them: but as you feem to have predetermin-
ed that Dr. Jackfon’s notions fhould be the type after
which the fyfiem of the army medical department thould,
by your recommendation, be new modelled,it was only
neceflary for the attainment of this objett to procure a
confirmation of thofe notions ; and in fele&ing Drs,
Borland and M‘Gregor exclufively out of all the
medical officers who were, or might have been,
called before you, as the means of that confirmation,
you certainly did not make an injudicious choice, their
opinions on this fubje having been well known a con-
fiderable time before. I do not imagine indeed,much lefs
infinuate, that you withed for any evidence or even for
any opinions from thefe gentlemen which did not accord
with truth ; [ only fuppofe it not unlikely that, being
yourfelves fully perfuaded that Dr. Jackfon’s projects
and aflertions were well founded,you might be willing to
fee them {upported by*“concurring teftimony, "andmight
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siot with to have the fubject perplexed by contradiftory
ftatements.—If the faéts,however,which I fhall adduce
at their proper places, in explanation of the evidence
of thefe gentlemen, be corrett, and I have the ftrong-
¢ft reafonto believe they will prove fo, you may per-
haps ultimately partake of thofe regrets which I feel,
on account of your having relied fo entirely upnn
it as to neglectall other teftimony.

I fhall but fhortly notice the latter part of what I
have lately quoted from your Report, 1 mean that
where you lay you ¢ have endeavoured by an exami-
nation and comparifon of the accounts of general and
regimental hofpitals, to judge of the merits of the
army medical {yftem.” This certainly appears to
me as a very infufficient mode of eftimating the real
merits of any fyltem of this nature ; there being many
confiderations belonging to it which can never pro-
perly become matters of account; fuch as the va-
rious degrees of fuperiority in the profeflional treat-
ment of the fick whereby their recoveries may be
accelerated or retarded, and their lives preferved or
facrificed ; and alfo the different degrees of inftruction
which may be afforded to the younger medical officers,
with other circumftances, which cannot be accurately
eftimated and reduced into pounds, fhillings and pence.
And if the fimple amount of expenditure were to con-
flitute the only criterion for decifion, and that arrange=
ment be deemed the beff which is found to coff the
feaf?, none could be fo good as that which fhould leave
the fick without any affiftance, by refufing to difburfe
one penny for their relief.

On attive fervice,where rapid movements very often
decide the iffue of battles and the fate of nations, it
muft be obvious that fuch movements could never be
executed if regiments were to be embarraffed and re-
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tarded by the tranfportation of their fick.. An arnry
can only be really prepared for effeltive fervies
when the regiments compofing it are freed from all in-
cumbrances that might impede fudden and expeditious
marches: and of all fuch incumbrances, the fick are,
pro tempore, the moft burthenfome and ufelels to the
attainment of any object for which thofe marches are
made., Neither will it be deemed advileable that the
fick fhould be removed from place to place and perhaps
day after day, even if it were praéticable, becaufe they
need for their recovery all the quiet, fecurity and com-
forts which a permanent ftation can alone fupply.
For thefe reafons regiments in the field muft {eparate
from, and relieve themfelves of their fick ; and as in
doing this they muft retain their own furgeons to affift
them if engaged with an enemy, (which is then always
to be confidered as probable) eftablifhments muit be
formed for the reception and relief of the fick who are
then left behind, without any diftinlion of their
corps; and thefe are the eftablifhments which the Bri-
tith government has long provided under the name of
general hofpitals. From this view of the exigencies
of a campaign, general hofpitals feem indifpenfably ne-
cefflary to an army, while regimental hofpitals
fwherever they can be eftablithed, and this is not al ,
ways practicable) are to be regarded as, at beft, only
flight and precarious refources, and objeés of but fecon-
dary importance; and this is the view which yourfelves
appear,in the two following extraéts from vour Report,
to have taken of both kinds of eftablifhments; P. 22,
““ When troops are engaged on active fervice abroad,
it muft, we prefume, fometimes happen that the fick
and wounded cannot be accommodated with the regi-
ments to which they belong ; in fuch cafes, hofpitals to
which the fick might be generally fent, and medical
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aid beyond that which the regimental furgeons could
fupply muft become neceffary.”

P. 24. ““ On attive fervice, a diftintt medical efta-
blithment, which might relieve, in a great degree, the
regimental furgeons from all duties except in the field,
and whofe expenditure was under a feparate controul,
appears to carry a great convenience with it;”—In
oppofition, however, to thele admiffions you at p. 80 of
your Report, recommend the entire difcontinuance ““of
the general hofpital fyftem,” aflerting on the alledged
opinions of thofe whom you call ¢ experienced medi-
cal officers” (viz. Drs. Borland and M'Gregor)
¢¢ that it has been attended with the moft deftruttive
confequences to the fick foldiers, and that it has pro-
duced great expenditure and wafte of every kind.” As
this important meafure of inculpating and profcribing
eftablithments which have long exifted and been deem-
ed indifpenfably neceflary in this and every other Eu-
ropean nation is founded upon the evidence of thefe
two gentlemen only (Dr. Jackfon’s publications except-
ed), all other teftimony appearing to you (as I fuppofe)
either fuperflous or fulpicious, it becomes expedient
for me to examine thofe parts of their evidence which
relate to the prefent fubjet; I mean particularly thofe
in which they affert, tft. that *“ during the campaigns
of 1794 and 1795 on the continent, the mortality was.
very great in the general hofpitals, while it was com-
paratively fmall in the regimental,” 2dly, That ¢ in
confequence of the fick being taken from the regimen-
tal and fent into the general hofpitals, where they were
placed under the care of phyficians felefted from ci-
vil life, the regimental furgeons became lels active and
difgufted.”” 3dly, That thereis a ‘“ great {uperiority as
to the treatment of fick in the regimental over the ge-
neral hofpitals.” 4thly., That * many fcldiers who
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had been fent into general hofpitals with flight ail-
ments caught fevers there and perithed.” gthly. That
“ foldiers tarried very long in the general hofpitals” and
feigning ficknefs ** frequently impofed upon the medical
officer of no previous regimental practice;” and 6thly.
That general hofpitals had been attended with great
wafte and a profufion of expence.

On the firlt of thefe points it is to be obferved, that
the evidence of Dr. Borland, fo far as his own experi-
ence of general hofpitals, at that time, was concerned,
isin nodegree unfavourable to them : he was acquaint-
ed with thefe eltablifhments only duringa part of 1793
and a part of 1794, if indeed he as a regimental fur-
geon’s mate, could have been acquainted with them fo
long ; and he admits that in 1793, *“though the gene-
ral holpitals were loofely managed,” (and it is to be re-
membered that the loofe managers were an old army
furgeon, and an old army apothecary, promoted to be
phyficians) yet ““the mortality in them was {mall”’; and
of their mortality in 1794 he fays nothing. He indeed
afterwards draws a melancholy piture of the general
hofpitals in the year 1795, but he {ets out by declaring
he does it only from what ‘“ he has heard,”’ and it has
been to me a matter of no fmall furprize that this
hearfay teftimony from one who at that time had only
ferved in the lowelt medical fituations of the army, was
liftened to,and atted upon, by commiffioners who could
atany time have commanded the evidence of fcores of
perfons much more competent to give evidence on this
fubject, from their fuperior ftations and opportunities
of perfonal obfervation.

Dr. M¢ Gregor indeed, who was furgeon to the 88th
regiment, declares from his perfonal knowledge, that in
1794and 1795,*“the mortality was certainlymuch great-
er in the general than in the regimental hofpitals :” but
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this, {uppofingit tobe true, cannot authorize us to in4
fer that the former are lefs ufeful than the latter, be-
caufe while the moft ferious and difficult cafes are in-
variably removed into the general holpitals,and only the
- {lighter ailments allowed to remain in the regimental,
it may be expeted that very few perfons will die in the
latter, and that a portion of thofe who are ill of fever in
its worft forms,of dyfentery,and other dangerous difeafes,
muft be loft, however great may be the fkill, care, and
comforts provided for their aid. But let it not be fup-
pofed that every death reported in the returns of the
gencral hofpitals is to be juftly attributed to the medi-
cal praftice which is there employed in the treatment
of the fick : it hasbeen too common, as even Dr. Jack-
fon admits, (p. 363 of his Outline of the Hiftory and
Cure of Fever,) ¢* not to *receive fevers at general hof-
pitals, till advanced in progrefs, fometimes (ill near the
period of fatal termination : the mortality (he adds) then
appears, great and the management of the holpital is
blamed where there is 70 ju/f caufe of blame;” neither is
it rare that regimental furgeons, having patients in
their own hofpital whofe lives they defpair of, fend
them into the general hofpitals, fometimes when there
is danger of their expiring on the way, in order that
their deaths may not happen in the hofpital of the regi-
ment, and ‘that the refponfibility thereof may attach
folely to the officers of the hofpital ftaff. Dr. Jackfon
mentions (1805, p. 61) the ** opening which is given by
geueral hofpitals to the regimental furgeon, of remov
ing from under his care fuch perfon or perfons as feem
mlus opinion likely to encounter a malady of dangﬁr

# By the word ‘ receive” Dr. Jackfon means to fay that
the patients are not fent till,&c.; for when /ent they are always
received.
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or difficulty.” “Men (he obferves) are naturally difpofed
to get rid of trouble ; and the refponfibility of other
men’s lives bears hard on the confciences of many,
particularly the unexperienced ; hence (he continues) it
is not unnatural to fuppofe, and the prosf of the fuppofi-
tion is clear and of frequent occurrence, that if relief from
fuch a load of refponfibility exift in the prefence of a
general bofpital it will be often reforted to.”

If the mortality in the Britith army in 1794 and
1795 was great to the degree pretended, ftill it ought
not in fairnefs to be afcribed,as by your Report it feems
to be, to the defefts alone of the general hofpital fyf.
tem. According to Dr. Jackfon, whohas fketched the
medical hiftory of that campaign, ¢ the whole or almoft
the whole of the Britith infantry was fickly in the early
period of the war' (1803. p. 115); their fickly ftate was
chiefly caufed by the contagious fever which they
brought with them to the continent from England or
Ireland ; and the almoft unparalleled difficulties and
inclemencies of weather, which the troops had to en-
dure, eflpecially during their long retreat through the
Netherlands and the Dutch provinces, tended to pro-
pagate the contagion widely among them. Under cir-
cumftances the moft difaftzous, the general hofpitals
could not but partake of the common diftre(s: and
though charged with profufion, were fometimes not
able to fupply their wretched patients with the moft
ordinary neceffaries. Take the picture given by Dr.
Jackfon of that at Dorum, near Bremenlehe, at which
he happened to be ftationed, and this drawn when the
retreat had ceafed, when the fick had at length found a
refting place, and when circumf{tances began again to
{mile. *¢ The barns and houfes of this village, were
as good as could be expefed ; clean ftraw and good

D
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provifions were fupplied in abundance; but the ordi-
nary clothing of the foldiers was bad, and bedding was
altegether wanting, With difficulty Ahfty blankets
were procured ; thefe afforded only an imperfeét reliet
to two hundred and twenty men, the half of whom at
leaft were covered with rags, incrufted with dirt, and
overrun with vermine, emaciated to the laft degree of
emaciation by dyfentery, or rather by fever in dyfenterie
form ; the degree of weaknels in many was extreme,
fome werefpeechlefs and infenfible, others delirious, &c.
the mifery was great and the means of relicf were inade-
guate.” (Qutline of Hiftory and Cure of Fever, p. 23.)
Whatever regret we muft feel for the condition to
which the fick were reduced in that unfortunate cam-
paign, it cannot be pretended nor believed that hofpitals
like that at Dorum are the fort of eltablifhments which
the general hofpital fyftem was ever defigned to form:
and I fubmit toyour candour whether thole receptacles
forfick, in which difeafe and mifery were fortuitoufly fo
accumulated, can be adduced with propriety as ob-
jeftions to that fyftem? and if they can, whether
events occurring while that fyflem was inits infancy
ought to be received as proofs that its former imper-
fections are none of them removed or capable of being
{o, and that its advantages have been fince neither in-
creafed nor extended, and therefore that thefe are fuf-
ficient grounds for abolifhing it altogether ? Before you
determined upon the latter extremity, it would, I
think, have been much more prudent in you to
have examined the moft competent perfons as ta
the defetls and advantages of that fyftem at the prefens
time ; and if you had then found reafon to believe
that the latter were greatly overbalanced: by the
former, to have called together (what perhaps has ne-



[ % ]

ver yét been done) thofe medical officers who, by their
talents and experience, were beft qualified for the
tafk of fuggefling the beft means of removing thofe
defeéts. Had their endeavours been fruitlefs in your
opinions, you could then have propofed the abolition
of that fyftem with the certainty and fatisfaftion of
having zealoufly and impartially fought the beft infor-
mation, a confulation which I fear will not be admi-
niftered to you merely by the recolleion that you
have perufed two of Dr. Jackfon’s works, and exclu-
fively éxamined Drs. Borland and M‘Gregor on the
fubjeéls in queltion.

The next fa& difclofed by the anfwers of Drs.
M*Gregor and Borland to be noticed is, 2dly. That *“ifi
conlequence of the fick being taken from the regi-
mental and fent into the general holpitals, where they
were placed under the care of phyficians feleécted from
civil life, the regimental furgeons (whom Dr, Borland
confidered as at that time equal to their fituation,) not
being permiitted to take care of their own fick, bécame
less aftive in the fervice and dilgufted,” (p. 22 of Rep.)

The occafion of the fick béing thus taken from the
care of the regiméntal f{urgeons is explained by Dr.
Jackfon'; *¢ it was ordered peremptorily in the year
1794, when the Britifh army began its retréat through
Hollarid, that infantry regiments fhould difencumber
themfelves of their fick by difpuﬁl:lg of them in certain
hofpitals provided as places of fecurily in the rear.”
- (1805. p. 547.) It muft be obvious that fuch an order
as this could only have béen iffucd by the Commander
ifi chief ; tHe obje@ of it fufficicntly manifelts the
gredt anyiety of His Royal Highnels for the relief of
the fick and difabled foldiérs ; and although Dr, Jack.
fon has termed it ¢ a miftaken Kindnefs,” it is but fair
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to prefume that this was the beft difpofition of the
fick which could have been made at that time, and
that it could never have been intended to ftigmatize
the regimental furgeons as not being *‘ equal to their
duties.” I may obferve, however, by the way, that
fince you deemed it neceffary to have proofs of the
competency of the gentlemen who held the office of
regimental furgeon in that expedition, thofe officers
have reafon to lament that you did not procure fuch
proofs from perfons really entitled to judge of their
competency. Dr. Borland, who alene is called upon
by you to exercile the funétion of cenfor, was at that
time only a furgeon’s mate, or an hofpital mate, and
certainly therefore incapable of forming an exact efti-
mate of the profeflional attainments of his fuperiors in
years, experience, and rank, Nor will they, perhaps,
find much caufe of fatisfaction at Dr. Borland’s enco-
mium, that ** they did not appear unequal to the care
of the fick, as far as he could judge,” (Rep. p. 160.)
alloyed as it is by the contradi@®ion contained in his
anfwer to your 8th queftion (Rep. p. 159.) where,
being afked ¢ what his opinion was of the competency
of furgeons of the lineingeneral ?” he replied that, *‘he
thinks they are much improved of late, but flill capable of
Jurther improvement.” As to the difguftand inaétivity
produced in regimental furgeons by removing their fick
to place them in the general hofpitals under the care
of regular phyficians, I muft admit the exiftence of the
faé&, fince Drs. Borland and M‘Gregor have afferted
it ; but furely no one of thofe captious gentlemen
could ever have feen the time when army phyficians
and ftaff furgeons had not been appointed immediately
from civil life, (as I have already fhown) nor the time
when general hofpitals had not been eftablifhed, and
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the fick ordered to be conveyed to them under fuch
circumftances as thole ftated; and therefore no inns-
vation was made nor grievance impofed upon them
of which they could complain with any reafon or pro-
priety. That many of the regimental {urgeons, how-
ever,poffefled fuch feelings, that they murmured at an
order which made the beft provifion for the fick which
circum@ances permitted,that they were jealous becaufe
their patients were to receive profeflional attendance,
accommodation and comforts fuperior to thofe which
the regimental hofpitals could have furnifhed, and that
they became Jefs attentive to the foldiers remaining
under their care when they were allowed more leifure
for the performance of their duty, are charges which I
am very unwilling to believe, and which thefe gentle-
men will probably not thank Drs. Borland and
M:*Gregor for having made, though for the /audable
purpofe of throwing difcredit on army-phyficians and
on general hofpitals.

The third allegation is that of ‘‘the fuperiority of re-
gimental over general hofpitals in refpect of the treat-
ment of the fick.” p. 22. of Report. To thofe who
know that the medical officers in general hofpitals, to
whom the treatment of the fick and wounded is con-
fided, have been promoted to their ftations on account
of their fuperior profeffional knowledge, it will appear
no {mall abfurdity to fuppofe, that the patients in thefe
hofpitals are treated by them with /efs {kill than they
would have been in the holpitals of their feveral re-
giments, and under the care of their refpective furgeons,
who are at lealt believed to poflefs only an inferior
portion of profeflional knowledge. This paradox is,
however, ferioufly advanced by Dr. M‘Gregor, and on
his authority as ferioufly believed by you ; though, pro-
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bubly, a foundation for this belief had previoufly been
laid by Dr. Jackfon, who has aflerted (1805. p. 59.)
that ““ the average time required for the cure of acute
difeafes in regimental hofpitals, where the furgeon is
properly inflructed in his art, cannot be fuppofed toex-
ceed a fortnight, while fcarcely a man returns from
general holpitals in lefs than fix weeks, few in lefs
than three months.” Here 1 fhall only remark that
if no equivocation be intended in the terms of  acute
difeafe” and ¢ properly infiruéted furgeon,” but ke
really meant that difeafes of violence and danger, fuch
as fevers, dyfenteries, inflammations of the lungs, &e.
can be cured, and the patient rendered fit for duty, in
a fortnight, upon an average, under any pra&ice or
advantages whatever, then Dr. Jackfon and the
regimental furgeons to whom he alludes, can effeft
much more thanis known to have everbeen effe@ed,
or than any hopeft phyfician will pretend to ac-
complith. But Dr. M*Gregor, it feems, has no-
ticed this great fuperiority in the regimental hof-
pital praflice over the general, both in Flanders
and in the Well Indies; and fince his beft epportuni-
ties for obferving it muft have been in the hofpital of
the regiment to which he was furgeon, viz. the 88th,
itis expedient that I thould requeft him to explain by
what fingular means the greate® mortality from fe-
ver among the Britifh troops in Flanders fhould have
happened, as Dr. Jackfon inform us, (in his Outline,
&c. p. 21) in that regiment (the 88th) and in one
other, the 8oth. ; and alfo to-explain by what greater
fingularity of caufes ** ficknels raged with violence
and devaflation in the (fame) 88th regiment during
the time it remained in Jerfey,” previous to its being
fent to the continent in 1794, as Dr. Jackfon alfo ftates
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from his own perfonal obfervation. (id. p. §.) There
was then no general hofpital on that ifland,and therefore
Dr. M‘Gregor had the moft favourable opportunity of
difplaying in Ais own hofpital this boafted fuperiority
in the regimental practice, and of proving triumphantly
that ¢* the mortality under the regimental treatment
is trifling. ” (p. 22. of Report).

The occurrencesin the Weft Indies will be eafily ex-
plained, but it will be proper that I fhould firft quote
your queftion to Dr. M‘Gregor on this point, toge-
ther with his anfwer ; both are at p. 185, of Report,
and in thefe words, viz. ¢ whilft you ferved with the
army in the Weft Indies, had you an opportunity of
obferving the comparative advantage of taking care of
the fick regimentally, inftead of fending them to ge-
neral hofpitals ?” Anfwer, “ I had; in the ifland of
Grenada, inthe year 1796, from the want of a medical
ftaff, the fick and wounded were treated regiment-
ally in the field. Though under many difadvan-
tages, the mortality was trifling, till the return of
thearmy to quarters, when the fick were ordered to ge-
neral hofpitals, and then the mortality was very confi=
derable indeed.”” Concerning the true import of this
anfwer no difference of opinion can poffibly arife ; you
have properly underftood and interpreted it to mean
that, whillt Dr, M*‘Gregor ferved in Grenada, the
mortality under the regimental treatment was trifling,
but that when the fick were fent to the general hofpi-
tals, the mortality became very: confiderable: or, in
other words, that Dr. M‘Gregor, from perfonal ob-
Sfervation, had been able to alcertain that under
[femilar circumflances, and folely from the 'a’ffergn:e
of treatment, a much greater mortality had occurred
at Grenada in the general than in the regimental
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hofpitals ; and you may probably be furprized to learn
by the teftimony of Dr. M‘Gregor himfelf {given on
another occafion, when he had no particular purpofe in
view to bias his teftimony), that there was in reality
no room or foundation for any fuch comparifonas is
here flated, and that, if there had been any, it could
not have fallen under Dr. M‘Gregor’s oblervation,
as you have naturally been led to fuppole, becaufe be
was not then in Grenada.

Inthe year 1804, Dr. M‘Gregor publifhed a fmall
volume under the title of ‘* Medical Sketches of the
Expedition to Egypt from India. Printed for John
Murray, 32, Fleet ftreet,” &c. From this work it ap-
pears that the 88th, or Dr. M‘Gregor's regiment,which
made part of the army employed under the command
of Sir Ralph Abercrombie in the conqueft of St. Lucia
during the month of May 1796, was fent with others
about the beginning of June to Grenada,whereit arriv-
ed in two or three days, and was employed in the re-
duction of that ifland. According to his pofitive ftate-
ment, * The 88th regiment continued pretiy healthy
at Grenada for three months after their arrival there,”
(i. e. until the month of September) ** or as long as
they remained to the windward fide of the ifland.”
¢ This,” he adds, ‘¢ was likewife the cafe with the
1oth, e5th, and other regiments. It was only afier
our refurn to 8t. George’s and to Richmond Hill, after
we had communication with the 68th regiment and the
general hofpitals, where the yellow fever had for many
months prevailed, that i# appeared in the 88th and other
corps.” See p 227. Now it is well known that, the
windward or eaflern parts of the iflands in the Weft
Indies are generally the moff healthy, and Dr. M‘Gre-
gor, in the work before us, naturally and juftly aferibed
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the abfence of difeale among the regiments before
mentioned fslely to the circumfance of their having
been fationed in the windward parts of Grenada. He
manifeftly had not, while writing that work, the leaft
idea of afcribing it to any fuperiority or difference in
the regimental over the general hofpital treatment, nei-
ther had he then the fmalleft difpofition to fufpeét that
the fubfequent mortality arofe from any fuch difference.
He was,and perhaps now is,a believer in the contagion of
the yellow fever, and it is to thas can/z alone that he inthis
work intended to impute the change in queftion. He
is far from alluding in any way whatever to any thing
unfavourable in the treatment of the fick in the gereral
hofpitals at Grenada: on the contrary, he fays, the mor-
tality refulted, not from /reatment, but from a ¢ commu-
nication with the 68th Reg.” (which is totally diltinct
from treatment) *“ and the general hifpitals,” either of
which caufes, on the fuppofition of contagion, might
prove equally deftruétive. Thofehowever who dv not.
believe in the contagious quality of the yellow fever, nor
in the alledged mifchievous effects of general hofpitals,
will readily account for the increafed number of deaths
- among the regiments in queftion after their return to
St. George’s and Richmond Hill in the month of Sep-
tember, by recollefing that thofe places arefurrounded
by an abundance of local caules of difeafe, fuch as are
found to produce the yellow fever in all hot climates at
certain feafons of the year ; that thefe regiments arrived
at thofe places from more healthy ftations in Septem-
ber, (commeonly one of the moft fickly months of the
year) and alfo that this was one of the years in which
the yellow fever prevailed moft fatally in Grenada,
occafioning the deaths of thofe who were attacked by
it, whether they were in one kind of hofpital or in.
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another, or in no hofpital at all. So much for this
part of Dr. M*‘Gregor’s teftimony ; of the othér part,
which regards the extent of his opportunities for per-
Jonally ¢ obferving” what he ftates to have happened, 1
muft leave him to reconcile fome contradiftions which
feem to me irreconcileable.  For he tells us at p. 227
of his Medical Sketches that “¢ on the 12th of July
1706, a detachment of the 88th regiment was em-
barked at Grenada in the Betfey Tranfport for Eng-
land, ” and that he was one of that detachment.—
He adds ““ we embarked 140, and I was moft particu-
larly careful net to take any man on board with the
flighteft appearance of illnefs.”—He next fays in p.
228, ‘¢ we failed from Grenada on the rgth of July,”
&ec, and it appears that he afterwards arrived fafely in
England. Now as he has told us that the regiment
of which he was the {urgeon, and the other regiments,
“ continued pretty healthy at Grenada for three months
after their arrival there,* and that he ¢¢ embarked for
England ”* within little more than half cf that time.
I cannot help feeling a confiderable degree of curiofity
to know by what [upernataral means he ¢ had,” (as he
ftates) ** in the year 1796, anopportunity of sbferving
the comparative advantage of taking care of the fick regi-
mentally inftead of fending them to general hofpitals.”
See Report p. 185. and how he was able to know, from
perfonal obfervation, that, upon ““the return of the army
to guarters,” when bhe mult have been far on his voy-
age to Europe, ¢ the fick were ordered to be fent to ge-
neral hofpitals, and then the mortality was very con-
fiderable indeed,” id. p. 185.

. But you have not relied folely on Dr. M‘Gregor's
evidenee refpefting the mortality occafioned by general
hofpitals in the Welt Indies ; for though your fecond
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queftion to Dr. Borland related folely to the fick on the
continent during the years 1794 and 1795, yet he (far
from being what the gentlemen of the law denominate
an unwilling witnefs) [pontaneoufly extended his an-
{wer to the Welt Indies,and declared that he had *‘ ob-
ferved fimilar advantages to attend the mode of treating
the fick in regimental hofpitals in preference to that of
general hefpitals in the Weft Indies,”” Report, p. 160,
But as this is a very loofe and general affertion without
any indication of time or place (notwithftanding the
Doétor feems to have been well difpofed to furnifh as
many as he could) it is obviouflyimpoffible that I fhould
oppofe it by adducing oppofite proofs, which otherwife
I am perfuaded would not be difficult. Dr. Borland,
however, proceeds immediately after to ftate that this
fuperiority in the regimental mode of treatment ¢¢ was
particularly marked in the Ruffian auxiliary army
that landed in Guernfey and Jerfey in 1799 full of con-
tagion, and which in fix months afterwards, when em-
barked on its return to Ruffia, numbered 13000 ftrong
and had not 100 fick.” Here it fortunately happens
that Dr. Borland has told us the time when, and the
places where this wonderful proof of the peculiar ad-
vantages attending regimental hofpitals occurred, and
I thall meet this affertion with as much readinefs as I
fhould have done that relating to the Weft Indies, had
he given me fimilar indications.

No one who recolle@s the difmal accounts of the ftate
of the Ruffian army at the clofe of the unfortunate
campaign in 1799,and of the great numbers of fick and
wounded who were thrown into the hofpitals at the
Helder, can hear and believe from Dr. Borland that
they arrived at Guernfey and Jerley, ¢ fullof contas
gion,"" and ““in fix months afterwards had not oo fick”
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or lame, and that this magical refloration of health
and of limbs wasall produced by *‘ the mode of treat-
ing the fick in the regimental hofpitals” without feel-
ing the moft glowing fatisfacion at, and conviétion of,
its infinite preference over that of the general hofpitals.
But the light of truth will foon diffipate this miff of
pleafing illufion ; and if you, gentlemen, fhall be pleaf-
ed to make proper enquiries concerning the tranfadtions
in queftion, you will difcover that, while the Ruflian
troops were embarking at the Helder, efpecial care
was taken to feparate every man who had any appear-
ance of ailment from thofe who were in perfeét health;
and to fend the laiter-only to Guernfey and Ferfey, the
Jormer being fent to Yarmouth, where, with the excep-
tion of one tranfport which carried her fick to Gofport,
they were landed to the number of more than 2000,
moft truly *¢ full of contagion ;”” and were alterwards
there received and treated in the general, not regimental,
holpitals.

Thefe hofpitals were under the direflion of Dr,
Scott, whofe great ability and indefatigable attentions
the Ruffian army will long rememberand teftify ; and
though neither this gentleman nor the ftaff phyficians
or furgeons employed on that duty pretend, or are be-
lieved by me, to have performed any miracles, fuch as
thofe effefted at Guernfey and Jerfey by the regimental
treatment, yet they were able to cure a very confidera-
ble portion of thefe men, who,when really curedand fit
for duty, were fent off in bodies of 150 or 200, by dif-
ferent veflels, to join their own corps in thofe iflands.
And I have reafon to know that the fitnefs of the men
to be fent thither for effeétive fervice was fo fcrupulouf-
ly attended to at Yarmouth, that none of them who
who were maimed or difeafed, fo as to be incapable of
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ferving 1n any capacity, or to be only capable of gar

vifon fervice, were permitted to rejoin their comrades,
but were at proper opportunities {ent back direétly to
Ruflia.—1It is therefore clear from thefe fa&ts that all
the ¢* contagion” and dileale with which the Ruflian
army arrived at Guernfey and Jerfey, after a few days
paflage in clean good tranfports from Holland, mult
have been very inconfiderable—and the greateft number
of their fick,I am well affured,was trifling. Much, in;
deed, was faid about it at the time ; but 1 pledge my-
felf to you, gentlemen, that 1 have feen a letter from
Dr. Benckhaufen (the phyfician general or phyfician in
chief of that army) written from Jerfey, in which he
ftates that he had juft returned after vifiting the fick in
Guernfey —that * “ more noife was made there with
200 fick, than at Yarmouth with 2000;” and, fo far
from perceiving thofe fingular advantages which are
faid to have been wrought by the mode of treating the
fick regimentally, he complains much of the mife-
rable accommodations provided for them, and he com-
plains yet more that t ¢ the treatment of the fick had
been wholly abandoned to the Ruffian furgeon’s mates,
who had not the leaft knowledge of internal difeafes,”
Whether the Ruffian army was indebted for the re-
covery of its fick and for its healthy ftate on leavin

Guernfey and Jerfey to the wretchednefs of their habi.

® ¢ On fait plus de bruit & Guernfey avec 200 malades, qu’
4 Yarmouth avec 2c00."

t On les fait traiter par les fous-chirurgiens Rufles, qui
p’ont aucune connoiflance de maladies internes.”
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tations and to the ignorance of their furzeon’s mates,
for thefe [eem to have been the only benefits which the
““ regimental management” procured for them, or to
the original paucity of the number of their fick and
to the acknowledged falubrity of thofe iflands, T fhall -
{ubmit to your ferious refle@ion,

After all the imputations contained in your pages
againft the fatality of gemeral hofpitals and the enco-
miums therein beftowed on the Panacean * treatrment
in regimental,” one might be led to conclude that at
the prefent time, when the former no longer exift at
home (except at Chelfea and in the Ifle of Wight,
which Mr. Knight ftates *“ to be reduced as much as
poffible,” p. 117 of your Reporr) and their malign in-
fluence has therefore nearly ceafed, and when the
mode of conduding the latter is in full bloom and
activity, and receives daily aid from two of your
great authorities, the deficiency of the third being
(it is prefumed, adequately) fupplied by the co-ope-
ration and fuperintendance of the prefent infpeétor-
general of army hofpitals, .one might, T fay, conclude
that now at laft ficknefs could prevail in but a {light
degree among our troops at home, and death could
rarely boait of his triumphs, efpecially as we are in-
formed by the infpetor-general in the ¢ profpeétus of
his particular duties,” (p. 112 of your Report,) that ““be
examines the weekly returns made to him by the regi-.
mental {urgeons, from whence 1o judge of the propriety
of their prallice,” and are likewife informed by his
affiftant, Dr. Borland, /p. 159 of ditto,) that “ be con-
duéts the correfpondence with thofe furgeons upon me=
dical praftice.”” 1 fear, however, that if any change
has been wrought in the mortality among the army at
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home, it is not the happy change we muft all devoutly
wifh ; for I have been, as I think, well informed that
‘the very laft monthly returns of the regimental furgeons
in this ifland (made up to the 20th of March 1808) ex-
hibited the deaths of befween four and five bundred
men in the faur preceding weeks only, a degree of morta-
lity which has rarely, if ever, occurred in this king-
dom while the general hofpitals, with all their alledged
milchiefs and abufes, fubfilted. Having read fo much
in your Report of the great *¢ fuperiority of the regi-
mental over the general hofpital treatment,” I was
anxious to obtain fome corre@ information on the fub-
je&, and therefore on the 4th of the prefent month
(April) I applied to the infpector general of army hol-
pitals for ¢ permiffion to infpe&, and to make extraéts
trom,the returns in his office of the fick in the regimen-
“tal hofpitals of this ifland during the laft ix months,"™
ftating fairly my obje&t, and my intention of addreff-
ing to you fome obfervations on your fifth Report, To
this letter Mr. Knight returned for anfwer that it
was beysnd his authority to give a fight of, or to allow
extraéls from,the office documents I fonght.” Not fa-
tisfied with this anfwer, I wrote to the Secretary at
war, appealing to his fuperior wifdom and authority, .
and requefting that Mr. Knight might be direfted to
grant my application. This requeft was not complied
with, probably for reafons which need not to be ftated;
but the letter of the Secretary at war,plainly imported
that it had depended [olely on Mr. Knightto grant the per-
miflion I defired, and You, with the public, will judge
of the motives which led him to refufe it. Perhaps you
will think that the caufes of a mortality at the rate of
from five to fix thoufand foldiers per annum in this



[-48 ]

“Wland ulone (which an army phyfician is not permitted ta
malke inquiries inta)) are delerving of your attention.
The fourth objection urged againft the general
hofpitals on the continent is, * that many foldiers,
who had been fent into them with flight ailments,
caught fevers there and perithed.” The truth of this
melancholy faét 1 fhall not dilpute ; but the fame has
often happened in regimental hofpitals, and if the faft
itfelf haveany weight as an argument, that weight
is perhaps in favour of general holpitals, becaufe, by
receiving all the cafes of contagious difeafe, they fave
oreat numbers affeéted with flighter ailments in the
former from the danger of infefiion to which they
muft otherwife be expofed. The exiftence of conta-
gious diforders, however, is not necefarily connected
with any hofpitals, but is an accidental calamity to
which all are obnoxious, and which it is, or fhould be,
the duty of the chief medical officer to obviate. It is,
therefore, nota fit ground of comparifon between the
advantages of regimental and thofe of general hof-
pitals. .
‘The next allegation againft general hofpitals to be
noticed is, ‘¢ that foldiers tarried very long in them,
and the worft charattersin the army,malingerers*, found
their way into them, and frequently impsfed upon medi-

* The term of ‘“malingering” is thus defined in page 32
of the Report, viz. ¢ that fraudulent difpofition which is
fometimes found in foldiers, of procuring themfelves to be
placed on the fick-lift, and of continuing en it longer than is
receflary.”
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cal officers of no previous regimental experience.” That
fuch an objection as this fhould be urged againft gene-
ral holpitals, and as a ground for their abolition, will
probably be thought extraordinary by the majority of
thofe who fhall read the paflage. The obvious pur-
port of it is, to reprefent the medical officers of them
as fimpletons, who will believe the exiftence of dif-
eafe upon the bare #pfe dixit of every man who com-
plains of illnefs, and foldiers as impoftors fo intelli-
gent, that they can readily afflume the morbid appear-
apces and exhibit the genuine charaéter and {fymptom
belonging to the particular diforder with which they
pretend to be affefted, fo as to efcape detection: but
it will not be credited that the phyficians and furgeons
of general hofpitals, who have generally been feleGed,
as [ have already faid, on account of their fuperior at-
tainments, fhould be fo ignerant of their profeflion, and
fo void of difcernment, asto be incapable of diftin-
guithing counterfeited from real ailments; efpecially
after the facility with which Dottor Borland (who is
the author of this objeflion) was able to put an end
to the praélice of malingering, which, as he tells us,
had ¢ become particu'arly evident at the Gofport gene-
ral hofpital ;” for I will not fuppofe that he could in-
tend to make you believe, that what was fo ealy to
himfelf muft be fo very difficult to every one elfe. Be
this, however, asthe doftor may pleafe, there is one
obvious anfwer to this obje&ion, which is, that fince
ne patients are admitted into general hofpitals who
have not been fent thither by the furgeons of the regi-
ments to which they refpeétively belong, thefe fame
malingerers muft have found means firft to impole
upon their own furgeons ; and their going tothe ge-
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neral hofpitals will at lfeaft give the medical officers
there a good opportunity of detefting the impofition ;
which dete@ion would be much lefs likely to happen
while the malingerer remained under the furgeon who
had been thus deceived in the firft inftance. After
all, however, this, were it well founded, would be
but a paltry objecion, fince the whole number of
malingerers in the army probably does not exceed
fifty.

Inregard to the great expenditure and wafte of
every kind, which in this and other parts of your Re-
port are afcribed to general hofpitals on the authority
of Dr. Jackfon’s publications, and on the teftimony of
Drs. Borland and M‘Gregor, it may be proper to
obferve that accurate calculations of the numbers of
medical officers, and of the quantities of hofpital ftores,
which may be fufficient, and only fufficient, for the wants
of armies, efpecially when on foreign fervice, and in
unwholefome climates, always have been, and always
muft be, found not only difficult, but /mpsfible, to be
made. During one half of the year an army, in the
Weft Indies and in other hot countries, may remain
healthy ; yet before the other half is expired, it may
have loft more than half of its original number by fick-
nefs. Even Dr, Jackfon, who fometimes allows fo
much truth to efcape from his pen as will fuffice, if
well employed, to corret his mifreprefentations, (as
nature is faid to produce antidotes in the neighbour-
hood of poifons,) tells us, p. vi. 1803, ‘that there are
inftances where the fick lift in armies amounts to one
third of their total force; others where it does not
exceed one fiftieth, or even one hundredth part:” and
again at p. 19. 1805, he fays ¢ fwo thirds of an army
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this (he adds) 7s nst even rare.” It muft therefore be
always impoflible to faorefee with any exallnefs the me-
dical wants of an army, fo as to adapt the hofpital-
ftaff and the hofpital-flores to its future exigencies,
notwithftanding the parade with which Dr. Jackfon
pretends to do it, in defiance of common fenfe, and of
the facts admitted by himfelf. Even if every difeafe
could be forefeen, and alfo the number of the patients
who are to be attacked by it, difficulties would remain
on account of the methods of treatment, which differ
according to the various opinions and modes of reafon-
ing among medical officers, and render it impoffible to
forelee with any exaétnefs what medicines would be
ofteneft required, and in what proportions they would be
ufed. This indeed cannot be done, even by a country
apothecary in England ; whofe little affortment, how-
ever carefully provided, will frequently want fupplies
of fome particular articles, while others will remain
almoft untouched for years.

It being then abfolutely impoflible, when armies
are fent on diftant expeditions to unwholefome climates,
to forefee the extent of ficknefs which may prevail, or
the quantities and particular forts of hofpital-ftores
which may be required, true wifdom will direét us to
provide for the wor/l, and rather incur a fuperfluity of
expence, than expole foldiers, every one of whem will
probably have coft the nation more than £ 100 fterling,
to perith by a deficiency of medical and hofpital aids.
To do fo would be not only the moft abominable in-
humanity, but the worft fpecies of ceconomy, much
worfe indeed than manifeft prodigality. Let us there-
fore relinquifh all attempts at impraéticable exaétnefs
and over.nice parfimonious calculation in matters where

E2



[ 52 |

fometimes dre in foreign parts in the courfe of one year ;
error may occafion fo much mifchief. Even Dr.
Jackfon readily admits (though you are perhaps tired
of being correfted, as well as mifled by him,) p. xi.
1803. ¢ That if thofz comforts and refrefhments
which money commands, be found to contribute to
fave the lievs of foldiers, or materially accelerate reco-
very, there is no @comomy in limiting quantity.” He
fays alfo, ¢ the medical care of fick foldiers is one of
the moft important concerns of an army: it claims a
place of high confideration among the means provided
in war, for independently of the kindneffes of huma-
nity and of the gratitude due to thofe who rifk health
and life in defence of their country, there is economy,
or greater [aving of public money in providing even an
expenfive medical treatment for fick foldiers, than in
fupplying the deficiencies which arife from difeafes con-
tracted in fervice, by a frefh levy of recruits on the mafs
of the people, or at a foreign market.”—Thele obfer-
vations are equally applicable to that alledged excefs
or {uperfluity of hofpital-ftaff officers, upon which Dr.
Jackfon hasexpatiated moft extravagantly and unjuftly;
and by fo doing, has, as ufual, drawn you into a laby-
rinth of error. It would be a wafte of time and labour
were I to follow him ftep by ftep, in order to detail
his mifreprefentations : let it {uffice for me to do it ref-
pecting that particular inftance whichhe appears tohave
fele€ted, and to place his chief dependance upon, for in-
culpating the conduél of his majefty’s former Minifters
and of the army medical board; I mean the hofpital-ftaff
affigned to Sir Ralph Abercrombie in 1795, Itis well
known that the mortality from the yellow fever, was
then, and had been for fome time, fo great in the Weft
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Indies, that the 20,000 men placed under his command
for that expedition, were generally confidered as chief-
ly deftined to certain death ; which was indeed their
lamentable fate ; and as medical men are even more
expofed to mortality from ficknefs than other parts of
the army, it was thought wife and humane to double
the number which had been at firft allotted for the ex-
pedition. Confequently feven phyficians, including three
already in the Leeward iflands, were appointed to that
fervice; another, Dr.Gahagan, was added by Sir Ralph
Abercrombie, after his arrival in the Weft Indies,
making up the number of 11, as Dr. Jacklon has
ftated, together with 18 ftaff-furgeons, 6 apothecaries
and roo hofpital-mates; and as far as my obfervation
or information could enable me to judge, there was no
want of fufficient occupation for the whole number,
fo long as they lived and were able to do duty, Certainly
the phyficians had many more patients allotted to them
than they could properly attend, for though the num-
ber of wounded was not great, the fick became in a
little time extremely numerous, while of the eleven
phyficians, fix died inlefs than fix months after the
army had arrived in the Weft Indies, and four others,
of which it was my fortune to be one, were rendered
for a time incapable of duty by fevere attacks of the
yellow fever; one only efcaping, who had become
fealoned to the climate by long refidence in the
Welt Indies. It is true that, before the end of the
year 1797, lo great a part of the army was dead,
and the furvivors were fo faraccuftomed to the cli-
mate, that the commander in chief on that ftation
and Mr. Young, then infpeftor-general of hofpitals,
at length confented to allow a part of the medical ftaff



[ 5% |

toreturn to England ; a favour which had till then
been refufed to myfelf and others, though folicited on
account of bad health; becaufe the wants of the army
required the fervices of all the furviving medical offi-
cers, and by referring to the evidence of Mr. Young,
(p. 186 of your Report) whom you defcribe as ‘¢ a gen-
tleman of almoft univer/al experience in the medical fer--
vice of the army,” it will be found that he is far from
thinking there was any excefs or fuperfluity, as you
and Dr. Jackfon fuppofe, in the hofpital ftaff now un-
der confideration. For being queftioned by you on
this fubject, he fays that alarger {taff is neceffary in the
Weft Indies than in Europe for obvious reafons, and
then adds, that in the inftance of Sir R, Abercrom-
bie’s expedition he found it neceflary to apply foran ad-
ditional number of mates. But that ‘“ in other refpeéts
the medical ftaff of that expedition was fufficient,” (only
Sufficient) *¢ according to the beft of his recollection,”
and yct, regardlefs of the obvious inference of this reffi-
mony, you cite with approbation the ftrange and unwar-
rantable affertion of Dr. Jackfon, p. 75, 1805. that two
thirds of this and the St. Domingo “ medical ftaff
were idle or but half employed: that when the hof-
pital ftaff afted, the regimental ftaff did little or no-
thing ; when the regimental ftaff did its duty, the hol-
pital taffhad only to amufe itfelf, or purlue its private
occupations.”

As little will any part of Mr. Young’s tefltimo-
ny warrant or countenance your profcription of ge-
neral hofpitals ; the utmoft which was flated by him
on thattpoint, being only an admiffion that, if rhere
were ** one well-qualified furgeon” (a great defideratum
undoubtedly) *‘ and two afliftants, attached to each re.
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giment on foreign fervice, it would confiderably® eafe
the general hofpital department:” a department
which I believe no man in this or any other Euro-
pean nation acquainted with military fervice abroad
on any extended fcale, excepting Drs. Jackfon, Bor-
land, and M‘Gregor, ever believed that it could be
expedient or practicable to abolifh—T hat abufes may
have crept into it, as they have fometimes done into
every other human inftitution, and that it may ftill
be fufceptible of confiderable improvement, Iwill rea-
dily admit: but I cannot admit that it will ever be
proper to difcontinue general hofpitals, or even to con-
dutt them on that reduced feale of officers and [ervants
which you and Dr. Jackfon recommend. He had it
feems affured Mr, Pitt, ** in a letter left at his houfe in
Downing ftreet, that two thirds of the means provided
for the ufes of the army employed on foreign lervice,
efpecially during the courfe of the late war, wus (were)
pofitively fuperfluous, as exceeding the juft wants of

* You have thought proper indeed to infer from this
¢ that a much fmaller hofpital ftaff eftablithment than has
been recommended for our expeditions abroad would be fuf.
ficient, in his opinion, if proper care was ufed inappointing
well-qualified perfons to regimental ftations.”” (p. 23). Here,
however, you appear not only to impute great infufficiency
to the prefent furgeons, but to attach more meaning to the
word ** eafe’” than Mr. Young probably intended ; and you
- afford your readers an additional caufe of regret that you
fhould have left yourfelves and the public in any donbt refl-
pecting the real opinions of ““a gentleman of almoff univerfal
experience in the medical fervice of the army? as to the compa.
rative advantages and difadvantages of general and regimen-
tal hofpitals, by firangely avoiding to put a fingle queftion to him
upon that very important fubje€t, when you were examining
him on fo many others of lels confequence.
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the oecafion.” But Mr. Pitt. accuftomed to the vifion-
ary projects and pretenfions of fpeculative reformers,
‘¢ did not deign,” as Dr.Jacklon telis us, “‘to acknow-
ledge the letter, even by one of his under fecretaries 3
and therefore not obtaining any credit or benefit in
that quarter, Dr. Jackfon refolved to publifh his pro-
jeéts and {peculations, which feem to have been as un-
fuccefsful with every body elfe, as with Mr. Pitt (one
gentleman only excepted) until they fell into your
hands : and the fubjeét being unfortunately new fo
every one of you, they obtained favour and credit in
your minds, and I have been thus induced to an{wer
what I fhould never have thought it proper to notice,
had not you, by adopting, given it importance. But
that I may not feem to employ general affertions with-
out proofs, let us proceed to particular inftances. Dr.
Jackfon reprefents the hofpital ftaff provided for Sir
Ralph Abercrombig’s expedition and for that to St.
Domingo, as allotting a phyfician for every two thou-
fand men, a furgeon or apothecary for every thoufand,
and a mate for every hundred and fixty!"” And this hol-
pital ftaff, he fays, ““was alone fufficient for the medical
care of the whale divifion of the army, had it all been ac.
tually fick at one time I’ See p. 72, 1805. Here in the
firlt place,he ftrangely fuppofes, that a ficknefs, which,
at one time, fhould affect every other man in the army,
would leave al/ the medical officers in good health; and
then, with the benefit of this fuppofition, he muft as
extravagantly fuppofe, that every phyfician can daily
vifit eight hundred patients at leaft ; admitting that he
fhall give over to each furgeon and each apothecary fo
large a number as 600, to be managed by them exclu-
fively : for in regard to the hofpital-mates, they would
all find fufficient occupation in preparing the medi-

nes prelcribed even for 50, inftead of 150, patients,
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who would fall to their refpe&ive fhares. Now fup-
pofing the phyfician to employ but two minutes to af.
certain by perfonal infpection and interrogation, what
ought to be knswn of ecach patient, and to confider what it
may be expedient to prefcribe for him, and to write or
ditate his prelcription, which furely is not more than
fufficient for the purpofe; this allotment of 8co pa-
tients, vifited but once in the day, (though it is ufual
with army-phyficians to vifit their patients fwice) would
require 1600 minutes or twenty-fix hours and forty
minutes (i. €. two hours and 40 minutes more than
are contained in the 24 hours,) during which the phy-
fician muft conftantly be on his legs, inceflantly exert-
ing all his intelleéts, in a climate where the powers both
of body and mind are notorioufly debilitated and foon
exhaufted ; and this, though repeated every day, he
thinks *“ would nst have been judged a hard tafk of du-
#p.” To reafon with a man, who can fuppefe that
there is either reafon or truth in fuch reprefentations
would be like running with him a race of folly ; a race
which does not terminate at what has been juft ftated ;
for according to that ceconomical eltimate by which
Dr. Jackfon endeavoured to recommend himfelf to
Mz, Pitt, fix phyficians only were to be allotted to the
ftaff of an army of 99,000 men, with fix furgeons and
thirty-fix mates, So that {uppofing what Dr, Jackfon
reprefents as happening not unfrequently in fome fitua~
tions, that one third of thisarmy fhould be fick at ene
time, and fuppofing every medical man to preferve
both his life and health, by fome fpecial interpofition
of providence, thefe fix phyficians would probably have
the daily care of at leaft thirty-two thoufand patients,
for it is not likely that the furgical cales would exceed
1000 ; excepting only fo far as they might relieve
themfelyes by turning a part of the fick over to the fix
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furgeons, and to the regimental furgeons. To fhow
that Mr. Pitt judged properly in negle&ing fuch cal-
culations it will be fuflicient to ftate, what I know
from experience ; that if each phyfician, inftead of
having one or more thoufands of patients requiring his
daily attention, has conftantly under his care only one
hundred patients, his duty, with the affiftance of two
or three mates to prepare medicines, will be quite as
much as he can fairly and honeftly perform : and yet
the phyficians on the ftaff of Sir Ralph Abercrombie,
in the Weft Indies, were often under the neceffity of
performing twice and fometimes thrice as much. So
little truth is there in Dr. Jackfon’s aflertion *¢ that
two thirds of that ftaff were idle or but half employed,”
unlefs he means to confound the dead with the ““idle ;"
and the dying with thofe who are by him reprefented
as ““ amufing themfelves.”

After thefe obfervations in anf{wer to your charge
againft general hofpitals, of wafte and profufion, it
cannot be neceflary for me to fay much concerning the
new hofpitals which were intended to have been efta-
blifhed in 1803 under the apprehenfion of immediate in-
vafion, (fee p. 25.0f Rep.) It was then believed that the
enemy mightfuddenly land, and even reach the metro-
polis, and thereby become mafters of almoft all the
drugs, &c. in the kingdom. To obviate fome of the
evils of this difafter, feveral depots of arms, military
ftores, medicines, provifions, &c. were made in central
and interror fituations, as well as arrangements for
hofpitals, where, if fuch an event had happened, they
were moft likely to be wanted. The latter were as pro-
per as the former; and it is as unreafonable to complain
of the expence of the one as of the other, Neither
were brought into affual fervice any more than our vo-
lunteers, (who alfo coft large fums), but it would have
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been very unwife to have neglefted {uch precautions,
and means of preferving our exiftence as a nation.

As you have thought proper, in order to fupport
your condemnation of the general hofpital {yftem on
foreign {ervice, to refer with great commendation to the
medical arrangements of the Eaft Indiacompany, and to
cite particularlythe Indian army lately [ervingin Egypt,
as an inftance and proof that *‘the Britith general hofpi-
tal eflablithment is fuperabundant, if not altogether an
unneceflary incumbrance,” (p. 23 of your Report) it
becomes me to notice this part of your Report. If I
have not been greatly mifinformed, the hofpital con-
cerns of the Eaft India Company abroad are carried on
by what are truly contraéts, or ftipulated allowances
at a certain rate per annum for every man in the corps,
granted to the furgeons of different corps in their em-
ployment, as well king’s troops as native ; by virtue of
which contraés the furgeons relpettively engage to pro-
vide for all the medical wants of the foldiers of their re-
giments, as their maintenance and treatment in hofpital,
&c. *¢ Simplicity” of account is certainly an advan-
tage that muft refult from an arrangement of this na-
ture, becaufe the whole hofpital expenditure of the
army may be readily afcertained by calculating the
firength of the different corps; and this kind of cer-
tainty is perhaps highly prized by the company in their
charafter fimply of *¢ United merchants trading to the
Eaft Indies:” but I cannot fo readily perceive that
there will alfo refult from it what you have term-
ed “ laudable ceconomy,” If the contract be a profita-
ble one to the furgeons, it will be a lofing one to the
company ; and if the bargain be good for the company,
it will be bad for the furgeons; and in either of thefe
cafes, one or other of which is likely to exift, there can
be no ¢ laudable ceconomy.” But another and far
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more important objeétion to this kind of arrangement
is, that the gains of the furgeon are very often to be
made at the expence of the fick foldiers, and that there
muft always be a temptation to ftint the patient, and to
{ubftiture inferior articles of nourifhment and medi-
cine, which temptation fhould never be permitted to
fubfift, confidering the frailties of our nature, and the
extreme difficulty, nay impoflibility, of checking it,
even where it 1s known to operate, in concerns that
muft be left in a great meafure to the difcretion of the
furgeon himfelf. Of all the medical eftablifhments for
armies, therefore, with which I am acquainted, that of
the Eaft India company is, in my opinion, the worft,
for the reafons given above. Nor is this eftablifhment
entitled, in another refpeét, tomuch praile, fince it ef-
fectually excludes from its fervice thofe who have already
acquired [cience (becaufe fuchmen will feldom enter into
it as furgeon’s mates, which is made a *“ fine qua non”’)
and is fatisfied with receiving young men of flender at-
tainments, trufting to chance for their future acquifi-
tion of knowledge, a chance which is not of great va-
lue in a climate certainly unfavourable to the develope-
ment of theenergies of the mind, and in a [ervice too in
which  promotion goes by feniority” alone, and necel-
farily without regarding or rewarding individual merit.
When I refleft, moreover, on the infinite importance of
preferving the lives and the healths of the Governor
General, the Commander in chief, and the other dif-
tinguithed civil and military officers who are employed
in the Eaft Indies, I cannot believe that there would
be any want of real and ‘“ laudable ceconomy” in pro-
curing the beft profeflional abilities for their afliftance,
But perhaps the time is approaching when the Directors
of the company fhall take a more enlightened view of
the medical exigencies of their fervants,
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After thefe general oblervations on the Eaft Indian
hofpital department,. I beg permifiion to correft an
error into which you have been led, while fpeaking
of that department on the Egyptian expedition in 18or.
You have mentioned in termsof applaufe that the
fmall medical eftablithment which then belonged to
the Indian army (““confifting, with the exception of
Dr. M*Gregor and of a ftorekeeper, of only the ufual
regimental medical officers”) ‘¢ were fully competent
to the charge of their own fick.” (p.24 of your report.)
As, during the expedition, the Indian army was never
engaged affively, i. e. againft the enemy, but was ge-
nerally kept together in healthy ftations, and {uffered
very little ficknefs, the regimental furgeons might
eafily have been “‘ fully competent to the charge of
their fick,” without furnifhing a fair example of the
inutility of the general hofpital fyftem, which it feems
intended that they fhould do. The truth, however, is,
that, moderate as the ficknefs of that army was in
Egypt, the medical eftablithment in queftion were
not ** fully competent to the charge of their own fick™
as is ftated. Dr. M‘Gregor, on whofe ftatement this
affertion of their competency was made, has totally for-
gotten the difmay which pervaded the medical officers
of the Indian army from rke highe/! to the loweft, when
the plague was officially reported by me to exift in one
of the regiments compofing that army, although that
regiment was his own, the 88th ; he has forgotten too
the embarraffments it created, and the difficulties of
procuring any of thofegentlemen to affume what he has
Since termed < the poft of honsur” (p. 107 of his ** Medi-
calSketches”),and the ultimate nece/fity impsfed upon the
Britifh ““ general hofpital eftablithment™ (that body
which you reprobate on the occafion of this very ex-
pedition as a *‘ fuperabundant and perhaps altogether
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unneceflary incumbrance”) of taking the fs/e charge of
the plague patients of the Eaf? Indian army.”—1 do not
with to excite painful recolle&ions in the minds of
thofe who ferved with this army, and I therefore ab-
ftain from mentioning any more of the occurrences of
that period, of which Dr. M‘Gregor will admit that I
had perfonal knowledze. My only object in {tat-
ing the preceding faéts has been to remove your error
as to the * full competency” of the Indian medical
eftablifhment * to the charge of their own fick.”

That you have beftowed praife on ** the fuccefs of the
Eaft Indian {yftem of management” when no praile was
due, muft, I think, be very evident ; and that your
praife of its ‘“ laudable ceconomy” is at beft gratuitous,
will probably be not lefs apparent. Men of common
minds, before they venture officially to pronounce
one eftablithment to be more ceconomical than ano-
ther, generally obtain a complete knowledge as well
of the attual expences, asof the advantages of each;
and this precaution you have yourfelves thought it
right toadopt *“ in purfuing your enquiry into the army
general hofpital {yftem” (at leaft in relation to its ex-
pences) ‘“ by an examination and comparifon of the ac-
counts of general and regimental hofpitals :*' but You,
while inveftigating the comparative merits of the
Indian and the Britith medical departments in Egypt,
have omitted, as it appears from your Report, to
procure any information whatever of their actual
expenditures refpectively, and have at once de-
cided that the former of thele was moft * lauda.
bly ceconomical” and the latter “ an unneceffary
incumbrance,” imagining perhaps that a medical

_eftablithment muft needs coft little or nothing when it
had the good fortune to be under the diretion of Dr.
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M‘Gregor, and confequently that in the prefent cale no
previous examination of its accounts could be requifite
as a bafis for yourdecifion. Yet, if the report then cur-
rentin Egypt be tiue, the extra allowances which Dr.
M:Gregor received as head of that department were
ample enough to have paid for the employment of a -
phyfician or two, of fome ftaff furgeons, &c. and thefe
various officers mizht have rendered fervices not lefs
important and neceffary to the Indian army than Dr.
M*Gregor could render by his /ingle exertions,

- There is one other point in the Ealt Indian medical
department to which I muft (hortly advert. Dr. Wil-
liam Yates, who belongs to that department, ftates in
his examination before you (page 191 of your Report)
that “ the medical eftablithment in that fervice confifts
of fuperintending furgeons of divifions, of furgeons, and
of affiftant furgeons;” and in defcribing the duties of the
fuperintending furgeons he fays,that *“ they infpeét the
hofpitals within their divifions, and regulate the prac-
tice of the furgeons and affiftant furgeons.” That the
power of regulating the praclice of inferior medical offi-
cers fhould be given to competent perfons is undoubt-
edly very proper; but either Dr. Yates has made a
miftake in mentioning that this power exifts in the fu-
perintending furgeons, or Dr, Yates is himfelf (if I do
not miftake the perfon, and I have no realon to fufpeft
that I do) a proof that i# is not exercifed. Thave abook
before me entitled*“A View of the Scienceof Life on the
Principles of the late celebrated John Brown, M D,
byWilliam Yates and Charles Maclean,with cafes inil-
luftration feleéted from the records of their praétice at
the general hofpital at Calcutta,” printed ““ Philadel-
phia 1797,” and in page 58 of this work 1 find
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““ draughts of 500 drops of laudanum* ordered,” by
Dr. Yates ¢ to be given every hour,” and, “ glyfters
with 500 drops of laudanum to be given,” alfo,
“ every hour,” to Francis Lote, a patient under his
" care in that holpital; and in page 66 of the fame
work, “ 20grains of calomel with fix grains of opium
to be given every hour,” to another patient of Dr.
Yates, Jacob Mayer,at the fame time that * two ounces
of mercurial ointment (with which four ounces of calo-
mel were afterwards mixed) were ordered to be rubbed

n,” upon him. « There are other inftances of fingular
pra&ice in that work ; but thefe will fuffice. As this
treatment was tolerated by the fuperintending furgeons
and allowed to continue recorded in the hofpital books,
and, has fince been publifhed without any difavowal on
their part, it muit be eviden: that they could not have
had the power ** to regulate practice,” or elfe that they
did not exercife it. Lf well educated phvficians had been
employed by the mmpahy, for the duty of that hofpi-
tal, it is probable that nofuch treatment would have
been recorded.

Having as 1 truft fufficiently explained the fallacy

‘of the reprefentation on which your charges againft
the utility of the general hofpital {fyflem on foreign fer-
vice has beenfounded, I muftnext advert to the utility
of that {yftem at home.

Notwithftanding the objeélions exifting in your
minds againft general holpitals abroad, you have yet
found it right to.admit the *“ neceflity and convenience”
(p+ 244) of “ adiftinGt medical eftablifhment which

* It is mentioned in a note at p. g7 of that work ¢ that
the laudanum was weaker, perhaps one third, than what is
commeonly ufed in Europe,”
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might relieve the regimental {urgeons from all duties
except in the fields but,” you, add, ¢ the reafons
which might be urged in faveur of fuch a meafure on
Jervice do not apply to eur forees at home.”” That thefe
¢ reafons do not apply” to the laiter mult be obvious,
becaufe abfolute neceflity, which is the chief of them,
cannot be pleaded in their behalf, fince prefent expe-
rience demonitrates the poflibility of difpenfing with
them, at leaft with the exception you have mentioned
of “ hofpitals to which the fick of regiments abfent
on foreign fervice may be generally fent.”—You have,
however, admitted with much propriety, p. 21, that
the general hofpital fyltem *“ at home’ as wellas ““ on
fervice abroad, is to be eftimated in refpeét of its
utility in the care of the fick, and of its ceconomy”’—
and it is in thefe relpeéls alone that I propofle to ex-
amine the expediency of eﬁahl:ﬂung general hofpitals
at home.

It is folely in places, pear to whwh a large body of
troops is colleéted, that thefe ecftablithments can be
neceffary, as in the garrifons of Portfmouth and Ply.
mouth, in London, at Deal, Colchefter, &c; for where
one or more regiments only are quartered, it would be
abfurd to form general hofpitals. Where feveral re-
giments then are ftationed together, it is probable that
their fick will generally amount to a confiderable
number. The queflion, therefore, is, whether it is
more economical and ufeful to have all the fick
brought together into one large holpital, k. e.- a general
hofpital, or to let them be managed in-feveral fmaller
ones, i. e. in the hofpitals belonging-to their refpec-
tive regiments ! That greater écmmmy will refult from
the former of thefe plans will fearcely admitof a doubt,
it being an axiom, the truth of which is daily proved,

and more frequently in thisthan in any other nation, that
F
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a largeeftablilhment may be carried on at lefs expence of
every kind, and with greater perfe&tion, when united into
onelyftem, than it could be when [ubdivided into fe-
veral fimilar fyftems which fhould all be carried
on infeparate and diftant eftablifhments. How futile
the common-place objettions to general hofpitals are,
fo far as regards the formation of them at home, is
proved by the examples of the great civil holpi-
tals in this and other large towns. The wants of every
patient in them are fupplied without wafte, irregula-
rity or profufe expenditure ; but, on the contrary,
with excellent order and frugality. Certainly there is
no advantage poffeffed by civil hofpitals which may not
be poffeffed in an equal degree by military ones; and
the latter have advantages befides, which the former
' can never enjoy, at leaft in a fimilar degree, fuch as
the firong hand of military power to" check, corre&,
and punifh abufes, and the high incentive of promotion
to the faithful dilcharge of duty. Yetit is perpetually
afferted by certain perfons, and the public are called
upon to believe implicitly, againft experience and com-
mon fenfe, that military general hofpitals, notwith-
ftanding all their fuperior advantages over civil, muft
always be attended with grofs* prodigality and mif{ma-
nagement ; and that there can never be honefty and
ingenuity enough in their fuperior officers to obviate

-

® ¢ The confumption of wine at the York hofpital in the
year 1799’ has been *¢ particularly noticed” in p. 66, of the
Report, where it is mentioned that ¢ a pipe of port wine was
expended in ten days, and that the fame rate of confumption
was continued for fome time.”” The commiflioners however
do notappear to have enquired under what circumftances this
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the abufes which depravity or negligence may intro-
duce.

“ The magnitude of the eftablithments attached to
general hofpitals,” is one of the leading ** obje&ions”
to them which you have ftated (r.24). This ob-
je€tion cannot apply to that part of the eftablithment
which comprifes the inferior officers and the fervants ;
becaule perfons of this defeription muft be employed
for the fervice of the fick, wherever they may be ac-
commodated, and it is a part of the axiom above men-
tioned that this fervice can be performed by fewer per-
fons in general than in regimental hofpitals, and it is
therefore only to the medical officers required for the
treatment of the fick, that your objeftion can be ap-
plied. In anfwer to it, I may obferve thatif it be
conceded, that in a given number of fick or wounded,
more lives will be faved and the cures of the reft will
be more fpeedily effe€ted under the treatment of fkil-

quantity was confumed; they would otherwife have difco-
vered that there were at that time (November) in the hofpi-
tal 500 patients, the greater part of them feverely ill of
putrid fevers contrafled during, or immediately after, the
campaign in Holland ; and that this enormous confumption
is at the average rate of eight gills in ten days, 1. e.of four
fifths ofa gill per diem, an allowance which the commiflion-
ers will not confider as very extravagant, if they fhall ever
happen to be themfelves limited to it. The furgeon who
ftated to the commiffioners this confumption of wine, affords
the beft proof that there was no improper expenditure of it;
for he exprefsly fays, p. 229, that ** he never had a fufpicion
that any of this wine was expended otherwife than by the
fick, in the hofpital ;* and his own returns (Tam informed )
fhow that he ordered wine to Ais patient as largely asany of

the other medical officers on that duty.

]
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ful, than under that of lefs {kilful, perfons, which I
prefume every one will grant, that mult be the trueft
ceconomy (omitting all higher confiderations, as of
humanity, &c.) which fhall provide the beft profef-
fional talents for the fervice of the hofpitals: and it is
molt probable that the extra expence to the nation of a
proper medical ftaff to treat the patients in general hof-
pitals would be much more than repaid by the benefits
accruing from their judicious practice.

Of the utility of general hofpitals at home, {v.h:ch
injtruth cannot be feparated wholly from ¢¢ cecondmy”’)
the faving of lives and the acceleration of cure juft
fpoken of, are ftrong arguments.—Ancther is that
thefe hofpitals under men of real feience might eafi-
ly be rendered excellent fchools of medicine, where the
young hofpital mate might acquire much valuable in.
formation, with which he would afterwards, when pro-
moted to be furgeon of a regiment, effentially benefit
his country in a multitude of inftances ; an advantage,
the importance of which you have fully admitted in p.
85. of your Report, and which is at prefent attained in
but a very limited and imperfe€t manner by the plan of
rearing medical cadets. Another great advantage which
general hofpitals are capable of affording,is the inftruc-
tion of proper perfons for the inferior duties of hofpitals,
as ftewards, wardmaflers, and other attendants. This
clafs of fervants has often been of the worft defcrip-
tion on foreign fervice, and the reafon of it is that, as
thefe fervants are very feldom fent out from the hol-
pital department, but are ufually procured as they hap-
pen to be wanted, from the regiments on the fame fer-
vice, by an order of the general commanding, it is very
common and natural for the officers who command thofe
regiments to fend only fuch of their men as are of the
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leaft value and ufe: by which means, the menial fer-
vice of a general hofpital is fometimes performed by
drunkards, and other worthlefs and incorrigible cha-
racters, with confequences infinitely injurious, and
occafionally fatal, to the fick.—It is, I conceive, not
impoflible to form and train a corps of ufeful fervants
in general hofpitals at home, a part of which might al-
ways be detached with the medical flaff accompanying
foreign expeditions, whereby many of thofe evils and
abufes will be prevented, which have been charged un-
juftly to the medical officer. Tt is fearcely neceflary
to mention that the remarks here offered on the expedi-
ency of eftablithing general hefpitalsin large garrifons
athome are equally applicable to their eftablithment
‘in fuch garrifons as Gibraltar and Malta.

You may probably think that I have now written
enough on the fubje&t of general hofpitals, and I fhall
therefore difmifs it with only one obfervation, which is
that if in truth thefe hofpitals were really produétive of
all the evils, and the regimental were attended with all
the advantages, which you haye been led to fuppofe, it
is not credible that this great difference between them
would have pafled unoblerved fo many years, and at laft
have only been difcovered by Drs.Jack{on, Borland and
M*“Gregor ; between whom there has long been fuch a
community of ideas and of interefts, that the fupport
which they give to each other’s opinions may be
confidered as being, in regard to its impartiality, like
the teftimony of a wife infavour of her hufband. And
itfeems equally incredible that the two latter gentlemen,
when they manifefted fo much readinefs, in conformity
with Dr. Jackfon's notions, to condemn general hofpi-
tals, would, had there been any ju/f grounds for doing
fo, have been forced to recur to anonymous hearfay,
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or to fuch ftatements as thofe which I flatter myfelf
have been fufficiently expofed and refuted.

The only parts of your Report now remaining for my
animadverfion are thofe which relate to the offices of
infpector and deputy infpector of hofpitals,—Of thefe
(parts) the principal occur at p. 16. and 17. and at p,
86. and are as follows, viz.

¢¢ The rank of phyfician, had it been founded on the
experience of the regimental or ftaff furgeon would not
probably have rendered thofe promoted to it wholly
unaflifting in operative duties” (i. e. thofeof the infpec-
tors and deputy infpeftors) ‘¢ as occurs in the cafe of
phyficians regularly bred to civil practice; and they
might have afforded afliftance to the extent at leaft in
which it is now afforded by infpetors and deputy in-
fpeGtors.” p. 16. You add, p.17, that ¢ the in-
tention of introducing thefe claffes into the eftablifh-
ment was founded probably on the neceffity that they,
who had the medical {uperintendance fhould be ac-
quainted with the medical practice and ceconomy of the
army in all their details; and on the propriety of hold-
ing out to the army furgeons, the hope of obtaining
that {fuperior rank and pay to which their labours, ha-
zards, and experience entitled them.”

You properly obferve, p. 17. that “ itisa confe-
quence of the prefent arrangement, that the appoint-
ments made on the recommendation of the junior
member of the board fuperfede in rank thofe
made by the fenior; and that they who in civil medi-
cal prattice are confidered as of inferior rank to the
phyficians, are fuperior to them in the army,” An
inverfion of order and propriety, for which it feems
you can find no remedy, but that of profcribing all
phyficians, or at leaft, all but thofe who have pre-
vioufly ferved as regimental furgeons.
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You ftate, p. 86, that ““the moft queftionable part of
the fyftem of medical promotion, refpeéts the appoint-
ment of infpeftors, and deputy infpeétors, and princi-
pal medical officers, Thofe valuable and important
appointments are not governed by any eftablifhed rule.
The infpeftor-general under whofe patronage the two
firft are, fays, that he always feleéts thofe officers from
the ftaff or regimental {urgeons ; yet, although the pay
of the firft clafs is double that of the phyficians, and
that of the fecond exceeds it by five thillings per diem,
no length of fervice is requifite to qualify them for the
appointment. At the fame time, therefore, that the
giving of thefe ranks and pay tends to degrade the rank
of phyfician in the army, it cannot be {uppofed to have
operated as an inducement to gentlemen of ability to enter
originally into the [ervice, or to continue in it.”—You
add *¢ the only juftifiable ground, to which we have
before alluded, for any of thefe appointments feems to
have been the expediency of fuperfeding the phyficians in
the general {uperintendance of the medical concerns of
the army fervice, to which by their rank they would
otherwife have been entitled ; Jdecaufe, being taken
from civil life, they could not but have wanted that
knowledge which was requifite to the condué? of mili-
tary hofpitals, and the management of fick foldiers.”

Some of the obfervations in thefe paffages are highly
proper, There are others, however, which are, as I
think, of a different defcription, and have manifeftly
originated in deficient and erroneous information,
That you may become fenfible of this, I will fhortly .
ftate the refults of my reading and enquiries refpecing
the opinions and praétice which have prevailed in the
Britifh army in regard to the exercife of thofe duties
now committed to the officers, denominated infpectors
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and deputy infpectors,—duties which appear to have
been performed at different periods, and in different
places, under various denominations, but always by army
phyficians, where any one of them was employed until
the year 1795.

At the time when phyficians were firft introduced
into thelarmy, the education of furgeons was generally
fo very deficient, compared to ‘what it is now, that
they were placed at a much greater diftance from the
phyficians than they have lately been, or than they
now ought to be ; and with the great fuperiority of qua-
lifications which phyficians in every country in Europe
were deemed to poflefs, (and which they did poffefs in
Great Britain above every other country) and with the
great fuperiority of rank and pay which from the firlt
were afligned to them in the Britith army, it fol-
lowed as a matter of courfe that a phyfician, wherever
he was employed, held the higheft {lation on the hof-
pital ftaff and exercifed the higheft medical func-
tions,

This appears to have been the cafe ever fince mili-
tary phyficians were employed in the Britith army.
Indeed when regular armies were to be formed, the
neceflity of having a chief-officer for its medical de-
partment who might fuperintend the whole, commu-
nicate direftly with the commander in chief, and
under his fanétion give the neceflary orders, muft have
been foon difcovered ; and it would bave been highly
incongruous and abfurd, when the eftimation, rank,
and pay of army phyficians fo greatly exceeded thole
of the furgeons, to have given this pre-eminence to
any other than a phyfician. Where only one army phy-
fician, therefore, was employed, he became the chief
medical officer as matter of courfe, and did the duties
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now afligned to the infpettor of hofpitals without any
particular appointment. But whena large army was
affembled, and feveral phyficians were placed on the
hofpital ftaff, one of them was felected to attend the
commander in chief, and he commonly received the
appointment of phyfician general, and difcharged the
higher duties of chief medical officer. In this way the
late Sir John Pringle became phyfician to the Earl of
Stair, who firft commanded the Britith army in Germa-
ny and the Low Countries in the war which terminated
in 1748, and was foon afterwards appointed phyfician-
general, And if 1 have not been mifinformed, the late
Sir Clifton Wintringham obtained a fimilar appoint-
ment in the fucceeding war.

Dr. Donald Monro in the fecond edition of his
work,* has inferted a chapter refpeing ¢ the phyfical

# See ¢ Qbfervations on the Means of preferving the
Health of Scldiers, and of conducting Military Hofpitals,
in two vols. by Donald Monro, M. D, Phyfician to his Ma-
jefty’s Army,and to St. George’s Holpital; Fellow of the
Royal College of Phyficians at London, and of the Royal
Society : fecond edition.” In this work after ftating that
“¢ no perfon ought to be appointed a phyfician to the army
or military hofpitals without previoufly undergoing the
fame examination at the college of Phylicians, as thofe do who
enter fellows and licentiates of the college, that nome but
proper perfons may be employed:” he adds p. 134, vol. =z,
that *¢ the direction of all military hofpitals ought always to
be committed to the phyficians, who have the immediate
care of hofpitals.”

““ When an army is afting on a continent, and there is a
number of hofpitals in different places, the phyfician who
attends the Commander in Chief ought to be made phyfician-
general and dire€tor of the hofpitals, with proper appoint.
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_officers employed about an hofpital” containing direc-
tions apparently founded on the ufages which had pre-
vailed when he ferved in Germany and in Great Britain
as an army phyfician,which will be found toconfirm the
accounts I have juft given.

In the fucceeding war the phyficians, wherever they
happened to ferve, were allowed the fame pre-emi-
nence, though in Earope there was no Britilh army
employed, which required any higher appointment
than that of an army phyfician. With this rank
only Dr. Donald Monro exercifed the funétions of in-
fpector or chief medical officer ar the large encamp-
ment at Coxheath, in 1778 and 1779, as other army
phyficians did in encampments at Warley common,
Winchefter, &c. In America, however, large armies
were employed, particularly that under General now
Lord Howe at New York and Philadelphia; and of that
Dr. Morris was both fenior phyfician and chief medical
officer with the title of inlpector general of hofpitals,
as has been already mentioned, Dr. Knox, another
army phyfician, being at the fame time appointed chief
medical officer to the army under General Burgoyne
in Canada.

ments ; and all orders from head-quarters ought to go im-
mediately through this channel.

““ Every other phyfician at the different hofpitals ought
to dire€t every thing about the hofpital which he attends,
and his orders ought to be punétually obeyed ; and he ought
to keep up a conitant correfpondence with the phyfician-ge-
neral ; acquainting him from time to time with the ftate of
the hofpital, and what is wanted for it; and he ought
punctually to obey whatever orders he receives from the
phyfician-general.” Id.
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Dr. Morris returned to England before the end of
the war, and was fucceeded by Dr. Mervin Nooth,
one of the phyficians of that ftaff.

About the fame period Dr. Hunter being at Jamaica
as an army phyfician, had the {uperintendance of the
military hofpitals there.

At the beginning of the lalt war, in the year 1793,
two phyficians who had been promoted, one from the
office of ftaff furgeon, and the other from that of ftaff
apothecary, were placed at the head of the medical de-
partment of the Britifh army on the continent; and they
were afterwards fuperfeded by Dr. Kennedy, an older
army phyfician, who had not ferved in any fubsrdinate
fituation, as far at leaft as I have been able to dilcover.
About the fame time an expedition was fent to the
Weft Indies under the late Earl, then Sir Charles,
Gerey, and of this Dr. Clifton, an army phyfician, was
the chief medical officer.

In 1794, a confiderable body of troops was colleéted
at Southampton under the command of the Earl of
Moira, and Sir J. M. Hayes was appointed chief of the
hofpital f{taff of this army under the title of direétor of
hofpitals, a title which had occafionally been conferred
on army phyficians before, and which had fometimes
been improperly aflumed by the purveyor of hofpitals,
as Dr. Monro mentions in the work before cited.

Thus far it appears that phyficians had invariably
been the chief medical officers. But foon after this a
remarkable innovation occurred by the appointment in
1795, of two old army furgeons to be infpesiors general
in the Weft Indies, viz. Mr, Weir and Mr. Young,
It will not I hope be expected that one in my ftation
fhould be able to explain the motives which occafion-
ed this exception to what had fo long been the rule and
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ufage in regard to fuch appointments. Reafons for it,
however,obvioufly prefent themfelves, as likely to have
hindered the appointment of army phyficians to thefe
offices at that time. 1 have already mentioned that,
fubfequently to the peace of 1783, and until the time
of Mr. Hunter’s death, only one army phyfician (who
had been an -old ftaff apothecary) was appointed. At
the time to which I allude,this phyfician had lately ferv-
ed on the continent, as had two other army phyficians
appointed in the former war, One ol thefe, however,
Dr. Kennedy, died almoft immediately after his re-
turn; and the others were advanced in life, which
with other particular reafons doubtlefs prevented their
~ being thought of for the fervice affigned for Mr. Weir
and Mr. Young ; and of the very few who remained
of the phyficians appointed in former wars, there was
not one I believe who had not either been permitted
to retire on permanent half-pay, or who was not teo
old, or too infirm, for an expedition to the Welt In-
dies. There was, indeed, at that time fuch a total want
of army phyficians for fervice in the Weft Indies, that
every one of thofe fent thither,either upon the ftaff of the
'Windward iflands, or upon that of S5t. Domingo, was
appointed purpofely for the one or the other of thofe ex-
peditions, and confequently about the time of, or {ubfe-
quently to, the appointments of Mr. Weir and
Mr. Young., And I have reafon to believe that if
army phyficians of fufficient experience could have
been found for the offices conferred upon thofe
gentlemen, a preference would have been given to
them. The introduétion, therefore, of furgeons into the
office of infpe€tor was not as you fuppofe occafioned
by its having been found that the phyficians ‘¢ wani-
ed that knowledge which was requifite tothe conduct of



b &Y

military hofpitals, and the management of fick [oldiers,”
but becaufe there were at that time no phyficians, or at
leaft none who were of any ftanding, and who had been
on foreign fervice, that could be induced to accept
thele appointments. That no belief of any fuch defi-
ciency inarmy phyficians could have then exifted muft
. be evident, becaufe fubfequently to that time, and in-
deed until the month of December 1801, (when Mr,
Knight was raifed from the fituation of furgeon to the
Coldftream regiment of guards to be infpector of mi-
litary hofpitals) the army phyficians taken from civil
life continued to fhare thefe promotions with the fur-
geons, (as in the cafes of Drs. Robertfon Barclay,
Moore, and Franck, all of them now infpe&ors of
hofpitals,) and they continued alfo to be intrufted
(even when not promoted) with the** condué? of military
bofpitals, and the management of fick foldiers,”
without giving room for any fufpicion of their being
unfit for fuch trufts. This was the cafe generally with
the phyficians on the ftaff of Sir Ralph Abercrombie,
though fo recently appointed. It was my lot when I
had been only nine months in the fervice to be placed
for fome time at the head of the medical department in
Barbadoes, where there was then a large eftablifhment.
And afterwards when I had recovered from the yellow
fever at Martinique, I was placed in_ the fame fitua-
tion at Grenada, and continued in it until I left theWeft
Indies,performing, I hope,fatisfattorily theduties which
are now performed by infpectors and deputy infpeétors.
And in 1798 (immediately after my return from
the Weft Indies,) very confiderable bodies of regular
troops and militia being colleéted in different diftricks
of thekingdom under the apprehenfion of an invafion,
an army phyfician was,according to what had been prac-
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tifed at Coxheath and Warley common, &c. in the
years 1778 and 1779, appointed as the chief medical
officer in each of thefe diftrits which were fufficiently
confiderable for fuch an appointment. That in the
eaftern diftriét, under the command of General, now
Lord Howe, amounted to about 25,000 men, and the
duties of chief medical officer and infpe@or of regi-
mental hofpitals were afligned to me, and I had very
good reafons to flatter mylelf that thefe duties were
difcharged to the fatisfaction of my f{uperiors ; as was
the cale T am perfuaded with all the other army phy-
ficians fo employed ; of myfelf, however, I hope I
may be excufed for faying. that if Mr. Knight {hould
ever take the trouble of infpecting my letters and re-
turns to the army medical board, he may, I think, find
by them that while thus employed in the eaftern dif-
trifts I introduced or enforced fuch arrangements in
the ceconomy and difcipline of the regimental hofpi-
tals as very much refemble the beft of thofe now exift-
ing in this country. '

In the following year (1799) I was fent with the
Britith auxiliary army commanded by general Cuyler
to Lifbori,where I foon after became the chief officer of
the hofpital ftaff (with extra allowances for afting in
that capacity) and remained as fuch until the late Sir
Charles Stuart, on being appointed commander in
chief in the Medeterranean, made a particularappli-
cation for my fervices with thole of fome other army
phyficians, upon the ftaff then forming for him, (which
command afterwards devolved on Sir Ralph Aber-
crombie,) and thereby unintentionally deprived me of
that permanent promotion which I then fully expeétted,
and which was given to my fucceflor.

I mention thefe circumilances, not from motives of
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vanity, but to repel the imputation of incapacity which
has been, I think molt unjuftly, thrown upon the army
phyficians, in oppofition to the experience both of the
former and the prefent times.—For though army fur-
geons had fubfequently to 1795, been allowed to par-
ticipate with the phyficians in the higher offices of the
hofpital ftaff (and in my opinion pioperly when ade-
quately qualified) there never had, I believe, exifted
any fufpicion of that fort of deficiency in the latter
which you fuppofe, on the authority of Dr. Jackfon,
until Mr. Knight's promotion to his prefent office.
And his having made a difcovery which had efcaped
all former obfervation may certainly be confidered as
one of the extraordinary events of modern times ; con-
fidering that Mr. Knight’s great experience, fervices,
and hard(hips had all occurred in London and its neigh-
bourhood, and chiefly, if not {olely, in the hofpital of
the Coldfiream regiment of guards; fo that the ex-
ercife of his military duties had not probably ever
led him into a fingle general hofpital or to an acquaint-
ance with a fingle army phyfician;—a circumftance
which, however it might naturally difpofe him to think
them both ufelefs, could not affilt him in perceiving
their feveral defets. For though the want of know-
ledge has often been the caufe of erroneous prejudices
and conclufions, it never has, I believe, in any other
inflance enabled one to make a difcovery of dif-
ficulty and importance. Let us, however, if poflible,
recur to pofitive faéts on this fubjet, and endeavour
to afcertain the duties which properly belong to the
offices of infpeftor and deputy infpector of hofpitals,
that we may fee whether there be any of them which
army phyficians are not in every relpett as well quali-
fied to perform as army furgeons.
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At page 112 of your Report we find a long and mi-
nute catalogue or ¢ profpetus™” delivered to you by
Mr. Knight of his own duties as infpeftor-general ;
and (p. 113,) that gentleman being afterwards quef-
tioned by you concerning ¢ the general duties of the
deputy infpectors,” he anfwered, “ they are the fame as
my own, but in a narrower {phere, they aét as my de-
puties.” An anfwer which at beft is extremely loofe
and incorrect, for it never can be the duty of the de-
puty infpetors ‘“ to communicate with, and anfwer
references from, head-quarters, the war-gffice, and other
departments connefted with military concerns.” *¢ To
frame the code of regimental hofpital infiru&ions ;*
“ To recommend the contingent allowances to the me-
dical ftaff of the infpeétor general's department, &ec.”
¢ To make a half yearly return of the medical {taff of
the infpeétor general’s department ;’—thefe and {everal
other parts of his duty, being to be performed only
(in London,) at the office of the infpetor general, and
by himfelf, or by his immediate deputy in that office.
Suppofing, however, that every one of thefe duties
were to be neceflarily difcharged by every infpector or
deputy infpeftor, I am confident after full confidera-
tion, that there is no one of them, which may not be
full as well difcharged by army phyficians, as by army
{urgeons, and there are fome which the former would
probably difcharge much better even than the infpector
general himfelf, particularly that of examining ¢ the
detailed weekly returns of all regimental hofpitals,
from whence to judge of the propriety of the pratice, and
appropriation of diet, &c ;7 a judgment which, as Mr.
Knight is no phyfician, he cannot be deemed wvery
competent to form.

It will not, 1 prefume, be expected that army phy-
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ficians can be much inclined to believe any perfon whe
tells them that they are not qualified for duties which,
they are confcious: of having already performed with
propriety and benefit to the public ; and you will not
therefore wonder that, influenced by this fort of incre-
dulity and by a defire to come at the truth, 1 thould
nearly two years ago have endeavoured, in a converfa-
tion with Mr. Knight, to obtain from him a clear and
explicit ftatement of thofe particular parts of thein.
{pettorial duty which he confidered as too intricate and
arduous to be everlearned or performed by army phy-
ficians. Whether the tafk which I thus endeavoured
to impofe on Mr. Knight was too difficult, or my own
conceptions too obtufe and feeble, I know not, but I
muft declare that all the peculiar qualifications defira-
blein an infpector, and fuppoled to be unattainable by
army phyficians, as far as Mr. Knight’s explanations
were intelligible to me, extended only to the little de-
tails of hofpitals, with which regimental furgeons
were by him fuppofed to be more familiarized, the de-
teGion of petty impofitions or over charges by which
a few fhillings or pounds might perhaps be annually
faved ; the keeping of the different inftruments and
utenfils in good order and cleanlinefs, and an expert-
nefs in obviating or frultrating the little tricks of fol-
diers, and particularly of malingerers, Services like
thefe may be ufeful; but as they only require very
inferior talents, they may be properly allotted to in-
ferior officers, who are unfit for higher duties. Men
cannot excel in every thing ; and he who is great in
fuch little things, will, I am perfuaded, generally be
little in thofe which are great. According to my con-
ceptions, the qualifications and duties moft defirable
and important, in and from the chief medical officer of
G
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an army, arc of a much higher order. To aflift in
maintaining that army in the moft efficient ftate, by
preventing as' well as by curlng ficknefs among the
foldiers, is one of the moft important of thefe duties,
and one for which phyficians are qualified above all
ather men by the Ineans which education has afforded
them, of taking comprehenfive views of the difeafes
moft frequently prevalent in different climates and
fituations; of the caufes of fuch difeafes, and of the beft
modes of obviating them, or of counterafting and mi-
tigating their operation when prefent.

It will be proper, however, that L fhould take a
more particular notice of your opinion of * the expe-
diency of fuperfeding the phyficians in the general fu-
perintendance of the medical concerns of the army
fervice, to which, by their rank, they would atherwife
have been entitled; becaufe, being taken from crvil
Yife, they could not but have wanted that knowledge
which was requifite to the condué? of military hofpitals,
and the management of fick [oldiers.” (p. 86 of Rep.)
This opinion you feem to have adopted from p. 398 of
Dr. Jacklon’s work of 1805, where he fays, ¢ the of-
fice of medical infpelfion, as it now ftands in the Britith
army, is of lale creation. 1t appears to have originated
in the defels and infufficiencies of college phyficians and
Londom furgeons, who, appointed to medical truft from
the walks of civil life, were unexperienced and unac.
guainted with military things, and as fuch were rea-
fonably fuppofed to be at a lofs how to aét in the per.
plexing fcenes of war. This is at leaft held in common
opinion to be the caufe of the appointment of the nu-
merous clafs of inferior infpectors.” I have already
ftated that no fuch * defe@s and infufficiencies”” asare
hete fuppofed had ever been difcovered until after Mr,
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i{night‘s appointment in Dec. 1801, and that, from
the limited fphere of his military fervices and expe-
rience, he could not be f{uppofed qualified to appre-
ciate the merits either of army phyficians or of general
hofpitals. But as, by the incongruous diftribution of
the patronage of the army medical board, the nomina-
tion of infpectors and deputy infpeétors fell exclufively
to him, and as he appears immediately upon his ap-
pointment to have refolved to nominate furgeons only,
and bas in fall never nominated perfons of any other
clafs to thefe offices, and as he afterwards found means
to obtain the fanction of his fuperiors to ¢his total devia-
tion from former ufage, T muft regret that you did not
endeavour to procure from him a fpecific ftatement of
the faéts and expedients by which the deficiencies of the
prefent army phyficians bad been afcertained, before you
credited and propagated charges againft them obvioufly
improbable and contrary to all preceding experience
and alfo that you did not «llew the phyficians any opportu-
nity of vindicating their own competency by other fals.
As the cafe now ftands, 1 have again to combat only
general affertions and fuppofitions, unfupported either
by fac or argument, and confequently unworthy of any
thing but general contradiétions. I readily admit, that
perfons going from civil to military life have to learn
fome things which are peculiar to the latter; but this is
alfo the cafe of enfigns, hofpital mates, and ftaff-fur-
geons as well as phylicians ; and it appears extremely
abfurd to fuppofe that, of all thefe, phyficians alone,
who have previoufly gained fo much knowledge, fhould
lofe all capacity of acquiring ideas at the moment of
their entrance into the army. Familiarized as they
commonly have been, (and to a much greater extent
than hofpital-mates) to the order, government, eco~
Gz -



[ 88" ]

nomy and praétice of civil hofpitals, the few circum.
~ ftances in which the military differ from thefe would,

a priori, be thought of ealy acquifition by them, and
experience has demonfirated, that phyficians have readily
become well acquainted with every one of thefe peculi-
arities after having been dut a few months employed in
military general hofpitals*. It is not, however, con-

“#*Theregimental furgeonswho are advocates forMr. Knight's
fyftem of excluding phyficians from infpeftorial appointments
appear all te have been taught to affert as a maxim that no
man can be qualified to infpeét or judge of the performances of .
particular duties in others, unlefs fuch duties have been
already performed by himfelf; and Mr. Knight being inter-
rogated on this fubject ftates (p. 113 of your Report) that
he feletts the deputy infpellors ¢ from thofe (perfons) ¢fpeci-
ally, who have done the duties which are to be infpecled ;' ap-
pearing to think this a vitorious reafon for confining the
infpeltorial office to furgeons; though it certainly will

- mot ferve his purpofe if thefe infpetting lurgeons are to be
placed over phyficians, as Dr. Jackfon would have told him,
if he had been pleafed to look at p. 89, 1805, and to notice
this paffage, viz. *¢ It isheld to bea rule in common life,
that the overfeer of labourersis more f{kilful than the la-
bourer himfelf. If the furgeon be not qualified in knowledge
to attain the rank and execute the duty of army phyfician,
it isan enigma, difficult to be explained, by what progrefs
of refinement 4e is rendered capable of directing and inftruét-
ing thofe, who are 4is maflers in their art.® According to
Mr. Knight's dottrine that no man can judge whether
duties are well performed by others, unlefs he has perfonally
performed the fame duties himfelf, it would follow that
no officer could judge of the conduét of a common foldier
without having himfelf ferved in the ranks; and that
no gentleman who had not been a menial fervant could form
any opinion of the talents or defertsof thofe who might be
in his fervice. In faying this I cannot mean to compare hof.
pital mates or any other defcription of medical men to fer-
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tended by me that an army phyfician ought immedi-
ately on his appointment to affume the chief direction
of the medical department of an army. Thofe who -
have done it muft probably at firft, have been at fome
lofs in thofe duties which immediately relate to the
military difcipline, but it is very eafly to place a newly
appointed army phyfician where the prefence of one
who is older, or of an infpeétor, may leave him little
other duty at firft than the care of the fick, and in
taking care of them, he will naturally very foon ac- -
quire all the knowledge requifite for his future guid-
ance. Thatthere is no myftery in the management of
military hofpitals, notwithftanding the parade of words
with which fome perfons from felfith motives have
chofen to expatiate upon military habits, difcipline,
&ec. has been repeatedly and even very recently de-
monftrated. I have before mentioned the appoint-
ment of Dr, Robertfon Barclay about the end of the
year 1793 to be an army phyfician. He certainly was
one of thofe gentlemen, who are by Dr. Jackfon de-
nominated ¢ college phyficians,”” having been educated at
Oxford and admitted to be a fellow of the College of
Phyficians in London : he was, moreover, one of the
phyficians of St.George’s hofpital, and thence he paffed
direétly to Corfica where, as the fenior phyfician to the
army, he became at once the chief medical officer. His
ability to difcharge the duties of that fituation foon fell
under the oblervation of the late Sir Charles Stuart, the
general there commanding,who,for mental endowments,
military fcience, and (triét attention to the welfare, dif-
cipling, and duties of thofe under his command, has

vants or common foldiers. I only wifh te fhow the fallacy
of Mr. Knight's argument.

-



50 1|

rarely been furpafled: and this diftinguifhed officer
was fo far from difcovering any fuch ¢ defeét or in-
fufficiency,” ‘as Dr. Jackfon attaches to *‘a college
phyfician,” that fhortly afterwards, he warmly and
fuccelsfully recommended Dr. Robertlon Barclay for
the appointment of inlpe@or of hofpitals; and was fo
little diffatisfied with the manner in which this infpec-
tor performed his duties, that in the year 1800 (when,
as I have already faid, a new hofpital-ftaff was nomi-
nated by him for the army intended to have been placed
under his command in the Mediterranean) he folicited
and obtained the appointment of another ¢ college
phyfician,” to be infpe&or, viz. Dr. Franck, who had
‘been educated at Cambridge, and isa fellow of the
‘College of Phyficians. OF the complete fufficiency of
this gentleman, the laft army phyfician promoted to
the rank of infpe€tor, no weak evidence is derived from
ghe high efteem in which he was held by Sir Ralph
Abercrombie, under whom he ferved fubfequently:
the be¢/? evidence of it, however, is adduced at this mo-
ment by his being juft appsinted to accompany the expe-
dition about to fail under the command of lieutenant

eral Sir John Moore, an officer who has given
ﬂ:ﬂ proofs of being fuperior to military prejudices,
‘befides this of felelling and applying for a man of edu-
cation and fcience to be at the head of Ais medical-ftaff;
and certainly, if there had been jufl caufe to fufpeét
Dr. Franck’s competency, the infpetor general of
:'lfmy hofpitals would not bave failed, from a fenfe of his
duty, to inferfere and prevent his prefent appointment.
The faliacy therefore, of your fuppofitions about ¢ the
expediency of fuperfeding the phyficians in the fuper-
intendance of the medical concerns of the army, be-
caufe being taken from civil life they muft always want
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the knowledge requifite to condu® militaty hofpitals
and manage fick foldiers,” 1s fully admitted even by
the infpector-general, in fpite of his extreme predis
leion for furgical infpeftors ; confequently to ems
ploy more facts and arguments to refute it would be a
wafte of time. So little indeed 1s there of ‘the “¢expes
diency,” which you have been led to believe in thus
fuperfeding the phyficians, that I do not hefitate in af-
ferting that, according to all the found maxims of
‘policy and prudence, it is highly expedient that the
fuperintendance of the medical department of an army
thould never be committed to any one whohas not beeni
an army phyfician, fo long as one with tke ufual qualifi-
cations is to be obrained,becaule in addition to the mere
routine of infpe@ing a regimental hofpital and of making
out a fick return, there are duties belonging ‘to that
fuperintendance which require a very confiderable por=
tion of medical knowledge for their being properly
performed. Where furgeons are appointed to be the
chief medical officers, generals who may be anxious for
the healthinels of the troops under their command, will
often confult them on the caufes of the moft prevalent
diforders, and employ them to put a ftop to any fick-
nefs that may happen to break out among the foldiers.
Regimental furgeons will alfo very often requeft their
advice in difficult cales of difeafe. And although the
infpetors may fometimes on fuch occafions be con-
feious of their own deficiency, it cannot be expeted
that they fhould frankly confefs it, and thereby dimi-
nifh their own importance and obftru& their future
promotion ; they will much more naturally hazard opi-
nions and aftions, and, with thele, the lives which
they are defigned to preferve. If, as is evident, this
muft happen, even when the infpecters are meft

b
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defirous to avoid encroaching upon the peculiar pro-
vince' of phyficians, how much greater mifchief is
to be apprehended when they feize with eagernefs all
opportunities of perfonating the phyfician—an afflump-
tion of chara&er which is now far from being rare.
Would that this putting on of the lion’s fkin were as
harmlefs as that of the fable! but coupled with {upe-
rior military power, the mafquerade becomes formida-
ble, often perhaps fatal. Of the furgical infpeftors,
fome prefuming on their authority have diflated even to
army phyficians, the medicines they fhould prefcribe for
their patients ; others, (ignorant of the firft principles of
phyfic) have ifTued public orders that the patients in the
general hofpitals of a particular denomination, for in-
ftance, labouring under a certain acute diforder, thould
all undergo one and the fame mode of treatment di-
re€ted by themf{elves, without regard to age, differences
of {ymptoms, ftages of the dileafe, &c.and when oblig-
ed to confefs the failure of the firft mode, have pro-
ceeded to order another indifcriminate {fpecies of
treatment, and then a third ; and others again have
pofted through their diftri€ts urgently recommending
various powerful remedies, fuch as ‘¢ a free ufe of the
lancet ;" ’emulating,perhaps, the example of their patron
and Magnus Apollo, who is ftated* by good authority,
to have ¢ propoled” (for the bdenefit of a certain, and
unfortunately of late a numerous, defeription of fick
in the regimental hofpitals) ** the ufe of the lancet with
a freedom, fur beyond what had formerly been thought

1

*See *“ An account of the Ophthalmia whick hasappeared
in England fince the return of the Britith army from Egypt,
by John Vetch, M.D. affiftant furgeon to the s4th regiment,”’
Pages g7 and 100,
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of," a freedom (fince adopted on fuch recommendation) that
leads to the taking away of 150 ounces of blood or more
in the courfe of @ very few days, in cafes where the in-
ventor and ‘¢ propofer” of this pradtice (which truly
deferves its charaQler of ¢ not having been formerly
thought of” even by M. Le Sage) will probably find it
very difficult to perfuade phyficians that, if bleeding
were requifite, thelofs of 20 orat the moft 30 ounces
might not have fufficed, with other proper means.
Surely if the communication of medical inftrufion
and the taking of decifive meafures in embarralling cir-
cumftances which are purely medical, be among the
funétions of an infpetor, and that they are can admit
of no doubt, men capable of both fhould be feleéted for
that 'appnintment, rather than thefe who are only con~
verfant with the little details of hofpitals, and the pal-
try tricks of the more worthlefs foldiers. By the latter
mode of {feleftion it has happened (as the infpetor
general can if be pleafes tefltify in one inflance at leafl)
that very deficientperfons,who could fcarcely write even
a fingle line of Englith correétly, have had the health
of confiderable armies committed to them! and I cer-
tainly have realon to think that af prefent there is no
fecurity againft the repetition of fimilar nominations,
While fuch men as Sir Jehn Pringle, Sir Clifton
Wintringham, Dr. Donald Monro, Dr, John Hunter,
Dr. Robertlon Barclay, and Dr. Franck were ferying
abroad, the medical flaff placed with or under them
have {elt a confidence that, when thefe their fuperiors
fhould happen to be confronted with the moft enlight-
ened of foreign phyficians, no difparagement of their
own eftimation abroad would thence enfue, and thar
the character of the profeflion at home would not be
tarnifhed. But in fome other faffs the fcelings of the
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medical officers have had little of exultation, when
they have known that the men placed over them, among
numerous deficiencies, could not fpeak their native
language but in a dialeét full of grammatical errors,

. nor underftand a page of any other. That men of this
ftamp can ever be qualified for the arduousoffice of fu-
perintending the phyfical welfare of an army will never
(though it is pretended) be believed by any refleéting
mind. This office requires juft and comprehenfive views
of the caufes of health and difeafe,which can never be
imparted but by an enlarged education and much pa-
tient inveftigation in fcience and in the prattice of
medicine ; and to thele military furgeons can rarely pre-
tend. I donotmean to infinuate that there is any per-
fon who can with certainty preferve troops in conflant
health, for no abfurdity could be greater than this ;
military pofitions and events are not always optional,
nor can the operations of weather, diet, foil, &c. on
the human frame, be prevented at all times ; neither
can human paffions be fo entirely fubdued as to obviate
the excefles of inconfiderate foldiers. All that L in- |
tend to affirm is that fickne/s never arifes without fuf-

ficient caufes, and that on fervice many occafions muft
happen when the chief medical officer will have itin |
his power to avoid, and where unavoidable, to mode-
rate the effe€s of thefe caufes, if he be fkilled in the
bigher branches of medicine, when another chief, defi-
cient in that 1kill, will be incapable of affording any
ufeful aid, or may even do great mifchief. Should a
diftemper, for inftance, break out among troops ﬁ.'ftiun-
ed in a particular place, the phyfician of fcience
would foon difcern whether it proceeded from conta-
gion or from an unhealthy fcite, and wnulid then be
able to extinguifh it, by flopping the communication of
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the infettion in the former cale, or by obtaining eilier
a change of quarters or a corre¢tion of the local morbi-
fic caules in the latter ; whereas to the man of inferior
knowledge the origin of the ficknels would molt pro-
bably be an impenetrable myftery, and he might re-
-main an idle fpectatorof the havock, abandoning the
fafety of the troops to the chapter of accidents, and fuf-
fering the diforder to fpread uncontrouled, or elfe he
-might attribute it to a wrong caufe, and perhaps, with
the perverfe obftinacy which isaptto accompany ig-
norance, might put in praftice thofe very meafures
which are molft fuited to favour its ravages. Let it not
be fuppofed that thefe are merely idle affertions ; fince
one of the fineft armies which England ever fent forth
was at a very critical period expofed to extreme hazard
from a moft fatal difeafe through the imprudent orders
oftheGoliath of the furgical infpetors,who was ignorant
of the nature of the diftemper : and the troops were
faved,in all human probability,from deftruétion, by the
firmnefls of an army phyfician, who faw the danger,
and perfevered in pointing it out until;meafures of {afety
were taken. Butl may hope that examples are not ne-
ceffary to convince you of the number of lives which-a
man of {uperior medical information may by his vigi-
lance and exertions preferve to the ftate in the courfe of
a campaign, nor of the infignificance even of a very
liberal reward, when compared with the political ad-
vantages he might procure, or difafters he might pre-
vent, by maintaining the great body of the army in a
fit ftate of health for a&ive fervice.

I now proceed to another confideration adduced in
page 17 of your Report, to explain and juftify the prac-
tice of excluding phyficians from all promotion, viz.
‘“ the propriety of holding out to the army furgeons,



[ 8 1]

the hope of obtaining that fuperior rank and pay to
which their labours, hazards, and experience entitled
them.” Here one cannot help wondering that your
fenfes fhould have been all fo aétive and acute in dif-
covering the labours, hazards and experience *¢ of
army furgesns, and the propriety of holding out {upericr
rank and pay” as incitements and rewards to thefe
gentlemen ; and that you fhould be tatally infenfible
to the at leaft equal labours, hazards and experience
of army phyficians,and to the at leaft equal propriety of
allotting fimilar incitements and rewards to them alfo,
What are we to think of the juftice and policy of a
fyftem whichentitles hofpital mates,who have incurred
but little expence in their educations, and whofe ac-
quirements are but very moderate, to expeét that in
a few years they may attain rank and pay nearly ten
times greater than thole afligned them at firlt, and
which at the fame time denies to phyficians, with
their more extenfive and expenfive qualifications, the
fmaﬁy? chance of any improvement in their fituations ;
and which renders them faironary for life, while their
inferiors are in {ucceflion daily promoted and placed
in authority over them? A [yltem which fingles
out men the moft liberally educated, and probably
with as nice feelings as any in the army, for a fpecies
of humiliation and indignity which is deemed the
leaft tolerable among military men ; I mean that of
being rendered fubordinate to thofe whom they have
been ufed to command. I have certainly no wifh
that army furgeons fhould not be amply rewarded:
on the contrary, if my defires or opinion could avail
any thing, both would be exerted in their favour;
but I would reward them by an increafe of pay, &c.
according to their deferts and length of fervice ; and
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not at the expence of the phyficians, who are
equally entitled to be rewarded alfo. If furgeons
are to be encouraged and remunerated by promot-
ing them to offices, for which, in feveral inftances
at leaft, they have been notorioufly unfit,* why
fhould they not alfo be made field officers, and the
captains of companies excluded from all farther pro-
motion !—the injury in this cafe would be no great-
er than that which is done to the phyficians under the
prefent {yftem. Indeed the injuftice and mifchief
which attend this fpecies of promotion have been felt
and avowed cven by Dr. Jackfon. For though he
appears as you properlyt obferve to have fuggefted to
Mr. Knight the greater part of thofe opinions refpcét-
ing general and regimental hofpitals upon which the
latter has been afting for fome time paft, the exclufion
of phyficians from the offices of infpector and deputy
infpedtor, is an extreme mealure which Dr. Jackfon
himfelf, with all his partialities, cannot help blaming.
He wrote indeed under the bias of two errors; one of
them was a belief that the appointment of army phyfi-
cians from civil life at the commencement of the
laft war was a novel praflice, and a grievance to the

* The phyfician general being afked refpefting the confe.
quences of a divifion of the patronage of the Army medical
Board bywhich the nominationof infpettorial officers had fal-
Jen to Mr. Knight,an{fwered on oath thatit had been attended
with difadvantages; for (adds he) *‘ the confequence has been
thatperfons of inferior medical education have been appointed
to fituations fuperfeding the authority ot the phyficians ; I
allude to the authority of the deputy infpetors,’’ Rept,
Pryy-

+ See p. 23. of Report.
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army furgeons ; and the other that the medical board
had procured fome law* or r gulation by which army
furgeons were excluded from ever becoming army
phyficians; an error which is fufficiently refuted by His
Majefty's order of the 12th of March 3798 ; (inferted
at p. g6 and g7 of your Report,) and by the {ubfequent
appointments of Drs, Mitchell and Lempriere, two ar-
- my furgeons, (and the only ones who have been willing to
undergo the proper examination ) to bearmy phyficians.
Yet notwithftanding thefe erroncous impreflions, he
obferves p. 95.—1805, that ** thearmy {urgeon is now
fuddenlyelevated to the rank of infpeltor, to the appa-
rent injury of the phyfician, however experienced, and
however able he may have proved himfelf to be to fill
the higheft ftationon the medical ftaff,”” and at page g7,
he adds *¢ if there was injury affe@ing the credit and in-
terefts of the army furgeons,even error operating againft
the intereils of the army itfelf, in the early periods of
the late war; there 1s now an additional error, affe5ing
the interefts of the fervice and direlt injury afling againft
the phyfician as excluded from all expetation of promo-
tion to higher rank, however merited by exertion, or
however ufeful the extenfion of fuch perfon’s fervices
might be to the public.”

It was not with the view and expeflation of fuch
treatment that army phyficians have been induced to
enter the fervice ; my own expeflations at leaft, and
thofe of the other phyficians who ferved with me on
the ftaff of Sir R. Abercombie in 1795, were very dif-
ferent; we were indeed well apprized of our danger
in that expedition ; the rarity with which men newly

* See p. 20. of his publication of 1803,
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landed from Europe then efcaped the yellow fever, the
unufual mortality which accompanied its attacks, and
the general belief of its contagious nature, were to
phyficians who expeed to meet it at every {tep, more
than {ufficient caufes of alarm : but we prepared our-
felves o fuffer whatever might befallus in the execution
of our duty, perfuaded that thofe of us who might fur-
vive, would at the proper time obtain ¢ that {uperior
rank and pay” whichothers had attained, and te which
you now deem the furgeons alone to be by ** their la-
bours, hazards, and experience entitled,”” This, how-
ever, was but an abortive expeftation ; for neither an
increafe of rank, nor of pay, ever reached any one of
the eleven phyficians whofe misfortune it was tobelong
to that ftaff. Six of them died within a few months
—four were allowed to return to Europe about
the end of the year 1797; and the other, who had
been born in the Weft Indies, and continued there
on duty for fome time longer, has very lately chofen -
to refign his commiffion and relinquifh even the poor
remuneration of half-pay, after twelve years fervice,
rather than return again to the Weft Indies and fubmit
to the degradation of becoming fubordinate to newly
made infpectors or deputy infpeétors,who were formerly
fubordinate to him. OFf the four who returned to
Europe about the end of 1797, one being far advanced
in life, was permitted to retire from the fervice ; the
other three (¢f whom I was one) were in 1800 placed
upon the Mediterranean ftaff, and of thefe I became
in a few months the only furvivor, not however by
avoiding any fpecies of danger ; for when Dr. Buchan,
whofe zeal and fortitude in the difcharge of his duty
cannot be too much applauded, caught the plague in
the hofpitals appropriated to that difeafe (of which he
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fiad for fome time beem in charge) at Aboukir, I did
riot hefitate 10 become his fucceflor and to continue
in that fervice until the plague had ceafed in the ar-
my ; though until then nomedical officer doing duty in
thofe hofpitals had efcaped the contagion, and of the
twelve who caught it, feven had died. I ought
perhaps to apologize for thus mentioning myfelf
and thefe my unfortunate colleagues ; I have done it, not
froma wilh to have it thought that our fervices or fuffer-
ings were greater than thole of other army phy-
fictans generally, but becaufe I am better ac-
quainted with the events in which we were per-
fonally concerned. I may, however, 1 hope, be al-
lowed te obferve that, if there has been any pro-
fufion, asyou {eem to think, in the expenditure of the
army medical department, it has not been occafioned
by rewards allotted to the'** labours, dangers and ex-
perience,” of army piyficians, or at leaft to thofe who
were employed with me in the Weft Indies ; fince while
they lived or remained in the {ervice no one of the ele-
ven ever received either rank or pay beyond that origin-
ally afligned to us, and I am now the only one of them
whe retains even thefe. Such have been Mr. Knight’s
ideas of the deferts of the army phyficians.—Of his
own, however, heappears to have taken more enlarg-
ed and I fuppofe more juft views; for I am informed
that while receiving four pounds fifteen fhillings per
diem, with forage for four horfes (eftimated at 160l.
per ann.) and an allowance for his table, he thought
proper to claim and to receive an addition of five fhil-
tings per diem allowed to ftaff furgeons after a certain
Jength of fervice, (which I had erroneoufly fuppofed to
have beenintended for thofe only who receive no more
than the pay of furgeon), which addition feems to have
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been completely forgatten * by Mr. Knightin the ftate-
ment which he has delivered to you of his feveral kinds
of pay and emoluments, as well as in his fubfequent ex-
aminations. (p. 114, 116, and 117. of Report.) Mr.
Knight's enlarged views of Dr. Borland’s deferts, you
have yourfelves noticed in pages g. and 10 of do.

I know that military officers are in generaldifpofed to
think with the furgeons, that the introduction of regu-
Iarly educated phyficians into the army is an injury to
the former ; and it is not [urprifing that they fhould
adopt this opinion. Officers of regiments mefs and
aflfociate daily with their furgesns, and but feldom with
army phyfictans, who belong to no regiment; and not
being judges of medical qualifications, they commonly
neither perceive, nor believe, that any difference exilts
between the attainments of the regimental {urgeon and
thofe of the army phyfician.—Oltenindeed they fuppole
the furgeon of their own regiment to be the molt able
phyfician in the army ; and it is not to be expected that
he fhould endeavour to undeceive them.—With fuch
opinions, and believing that the fludiesand qualifications
of allmedical men arc alike,it is molt natural that officers
who have themfelves entered the army as enfigns,fhould

hink that all medical men ought to begin as hofpital
mates, or afliftant furgeons. To remove this error, it
isto be wilhed that officers in the army would recol-
le& that phyfic is a Jearned profeflion, requiring a great
extentand variety of knowledge, which can be no where
fo properly attained as at univerfities,and with auxiliary
advantages, fuch as have been defcribed in P. 2g3and 24;

g—

* If Mr. Knight thould not have recolleéted this trifle at
any fubfequent receipe of his pay, he mway perhaps thank me
for reminding him of it.

H
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that to profit duly by thefe a great expenditure of time
and of money will be neceflary ; and that men who
have incurred that expence will rarely, if ever, con-
defcend to become hofpital mates ;—becaufe having
chofen the profeflion of phyfic with different views,
nothing but difappointment and diftrefs can be ex-
pefted to reconcile them to a flation fo unequal to
the habits, profpeéts and conne&tions with which they
will have been familiarized at univerfities and in other
parts of civil life. To expeét, therefore, that men who
never intended to become furgeons, and who have for
that reafon gone through a more tedious and expenfive
courfe of education, will, after all this, accept the ap-
pointment of hofpital mate or afliftant regimental fur-
geon, is certainly to expeét the greateft of improbabili-
ties ; and if it thould be once eftablithed that all medi-
cal men who are to be employed in the army muft enter
it in that way, no men intending to do fo will expend
time or money in going to univerfities, &c. nor will any
then offer who are better qualified than hofpital mates
now are. And as thefe are notorioufly* deficient in
fcience, and the principles by which a phyfician
ought to regulate his praflice, and as the army does
not afford either the means or the opportunities of
gaining that fcience or .thofe principles, it follows that
if fuch a regulation be adopted, no well educated phy-
ficians will hereafter be found in the army, and that
officers and foldiers, when fick, will become fubjeét to
an empirical routine of treatment, direéted by medical

o

® According to Dr. Jackfon (p. 80. 18035.) ¢ a fuperficial
verbal koowledge of the bare figns of things is fufficient to
introduce a young man into the lift of hofpital mates."
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officers, under I know not what name, who embracing
objeéts too extenfive for their limited faculties, will
practice both phyfic and furgery without being duly
qualified for either.

That part of your Report which recommends the fup-
preflion of the prefent army medical board, and the
fubftitution of another, can fcarcely be a proper fub-
je& for my animadverfion. Thofe who have the
power, will beft judge of the expediency of making
that, or any other change.—1 cannot however but ob-
ferve that your profcription of the phyficians has been
extended even to the propofed board, and that inftead
of having one of thefe for the prefiding member, as
hitherto has been thought proper, you recommend that
a ‘“ chairman well acquainted with the details of mi-
litary fervice both at home and abroad,” fhould be ap-
pointed to it, and that he ‘“ fhould have fuperior autho-
rity.” I certainly do not fufpet that in predi@ing the
qualifications of this chairman or of the two junior
members, you intended to adapt them to any particular
perfons; but after the opinion which I have already
delivered of the importance, and the neceflity of pre-
ferring men of extenfive medical fcience for the chief
medical officers of armies, it will not be expected that
I can think a lefls portion of that {cience fufficient for
the prefiding member of a board deftined to fuperin-
tend generally the medical concerns of the whole mili-
tary eftablithment of Great Britain, nor does your pro.
pofal of a military officer for the chairman of fuch a
board, gain any credit with me from the errors into
which you have yourlelves fallen with fuch a chair-
. man,

Having, as I believe, incontrovertibly vindicated the
army phyficians from every imputation of unfitnefs or
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incompetency for the difcharge of their duties, in the
direction of military hofpitals, and in the care of the fick
foldiers; and having alfo, as 1 hope, fatisfaltorily proved
that they are pre-eminently qualified for the higheft
medical offices in the army, and that by former ufage
they were entitled to expeét and did expe& future pro-
motion to thefe offices according to their relpeélive
merits, there can, I prefume, remain no doubt of the
wrong which they have fuftained by the prepofle-
rous elevation of fo many perfons who had been fubor-
dinate to them, and who were greatly their inferiors
in liberal and fcientific attainments: and I will
therefore only notice the concluding part of your Re-
port on this fubje ; [ mean that at page 86 which is as
follows, viz. * without intending, therefore, to impute
any want of knowledge, afliduity, or even of experi-
ence, to the gentlemen who now hold the rank of phy-
ficians in the army (for we have every reafon to be-
lieve them to be eminently deferving of commendation in
all thefc refpells) we cannot but think that this part of
thearmy medical {yflem fhouid be differently arranged.
Under this impreflion, we fuggeft the propriety of making
no new appointment, to the ranks of infpetlor, phyfician,
or principal medical officer; but that the rank of de-
puty infpettor fthould be the only intervening rank be-
tween the three mfpecfors of holpitals, whom we have
recommended as part of the office eftablithment, and
the furgeons to the forces; and that the rank of deputy
in{peétor thould be a promotion from the rank of ftaff
furgeon.”

The ftrange difcordance between the firft and latter
parts of this quotation, will I think, obvioufly prefent
itfelf to every reader. That you fhould declare your
belief that thofe who now hold the rank of army phy-
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ficians, are “ eminently deferving of commendation,
in regard to their knowledge and affiduity, and even ex-
gerience,”" and that from fuch premifes, you thould in-
fer and recommend the future exclufion of all phyficiuns
from the army, muit appear moft extraordinary, con-
fidering that for one officer or foldier who is likely to
want the aidof a furgeon, twenty may be expeéted to
want that of the phyfician ; and confequently that of
all medical men, the Jatter mult be by much the molt
ufleful and neceffary for armies ; and if they ever
fhould be excluded from the Britith army, 1 cannot
help thinking that by this exclufion, we fhall exhibit
a folitary, and to the reft of Europe, an aflonifling ex-
ample of a nation, deliberately profcribing reafon and
fcience rn therapeutics, and preferring an uninformed,
unprincipled empiricifm in the treatment of thofe
who may want medical aflifance. That fuch an ex-
ample will ever be ordained, either by the legiflature
or the executive government of our country, I do not
believe, and I can only account for your having re-
commended it, by fuppofing that in commiferation of
the humiliating and mortifying fituation to which
army phyficians have been /lafely ;edu‘::ed. and of the
impoffibility, which they are under, of difcharging
their duties with fatisfaltion to themfelves, or advan-
tage to the public, while every hofpital mate is led
to confider them as perfons devoted to degradation, over
whom he may expet in a few years to rife and exult,
you may have mercifully withed to relieve their fuf-
ferings, by terminating their military exiftence, If
thele were your motives, I muft, for myfelf at leaft,
gratefully acknowledge your kindnefs, fince in my opi.-
nion,the meafure you have propofed would be infinitely
better for the phyficians, than a continuance in their
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prefent fituation. I cannot help thinking, however,
that with a very moderate exertion of your inventive
powers, much better means mighthave been difcovered
both for relieving the phyficians, and benefiting the
public fervice, by reftoring to them their former rights
and pre-eminence, and devifing other fuitable expe-
dients to encourage and reward army furgeons.

Nothing buf the difperfion of my colleagues by
the duties afligned to them in different places, and
the impoffibility of their felefting another advocate,
before their profcription, in confequence of your Re-
port, will probably be either decrced or rejected,
could have determined me to make this appeal 1n their
behalf, Unoffending and unrefifting, they have paf-
fively fubmitted for feveral years to the pleafure of
their fuperiors, and to the grievances which have been
elready mentioned, and have morcover patiently feen
the pay of every other medical and military officer in-
creafed,while their own, though greatly inadequate to
their decent fupport, remains as it was fixed probably a
century ago, when money was of three times its pre-
fent value. It is therefore only at the laft extremity,
when they are in danger of being condemned unbeard
that I venture to appear in their defence, with an ine-
quality of talents, for which the goodnefs of our caufe
can alone compenfate, and with a very deficient allow-
ance of time ; as one month will not have elapfed after
your Report came into my pofleffion, before this let-
ter will have been publifhed ; during which interval
1 have been fubjeft to many profeflional and other in-
terruptions which will I hope obtain fome favourable
allowance for its many defects.

I have been careful to affert nothing which I did not
believe to be true, and 1 have endeavoured to avoid of-









