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(o)
intelligent Sir John Sinclair, Baronet, to
communicate in a letter addrefled to him,
for the perufal of Prince Potemkin, at
Peterfburg, by whofe favour I was furnithed
with every publication of that country treat-
ing of the Plague.

The interet, My Lord, which you take
in every thing connected with the advance~
ment of knowledge, and the welfare of
" mankind, united to the wifh your Lordfhip
has often exprefled, that I would lay my
experience and obfervations on thefe points
" before the public, has emboldened me to

prefix your name to this little performance.

I willingly embrace the fame opportunity
to reprint the letter of your Reverend Son,
on the fubjc&. of the Small-pox, that his
philanthropy in promoting the bleffed pra-

&ice of inoculation, fo happily fuccefsful in
his
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DeAR SIR JoHN;

I Have perufed with particular attention,
and equal pleafure, the works of Dr. Samoi-
lowitz, which you were fo kind as to put
into my hands fome time ago, upon the
Plague that happened at Mofcow and its
neighbourhood, in the year 1778.

Iam highly flattered by your having com-
municated to Prince Potemkin, what I had
mentioned to you of the ftriking effects pro-
duced by the {pirit of /ez-fa/t in all our putrid
difeafes of the worft kind: I mean the Erup=
tive Fevers, the Petechial Fever, the Jail-
diftemper, and the Malignant Sore-throat;
the difeafes of which clafs refemble very
much, in their fymptoms, the Plague of
Mofcow, defcribed with fuch accuracy by

B the
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(.72 39

ation concerning malignant difeafes, the moft
to be dreaded, and the moft difficult to cure.

Excepting the boils and emerods recorded
in the Old Teftament, I have notmet with
an account of any diftemper that could
with propriety be termed peftilential before
the age of Hippocrates, the father of phy-
fic; who defcribes an endemic to which he
gives that name, and in which he mentions
a variety of fymptoms nearly allied to thofe
of putrid difeafes in our time, but not {pe-
cificall y chara&eriftic of the Peftilence, Nor
does the Plague of Athens, as reprefented by
Thucydides, who was himfelf infected by
it, and whofe narrative is the beft I have
found in any ancient author, fufficiently
refemble the Plague of London, Marfeilles,
or Mofcow, to juftify a comparifon between
them. Inthort, no hiftory of the fymptoms
or cure of the Peft, in the true fenfe of that

word, has been tranfmitted to us, as far as
I can



£

T can recolle&, which could authorize or
lead to a plan for preventing fo formidable
a malady, or for nipping it in the bud when
it begins to appear :—a circumftance that
refles double honour on the accomplifthed
and  magnanimous Emprefs of the North,
for the directions fhe gave on the breaking
out of the Plague at Mofcow, of which the
particulars have been defcribed by Dr.
Samoilowitz, with a precifion that renders
of little moment all that had hitherto been
written on the peftilence in general.

His valuable work comes recommended
by this peculiar advantage; that he defcribes
the difeafe in all its ftages from his own ex-
perience as well as obfervation, having vo-
luntarily taken up his abode in one hofpital
after another, for the benevolent purpofe of
receiving and attending the infedted, from
the firft appearance of that moft alarming
difeafe ; though he was not ignorant that

the
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Almoft thirty years have elapfed fince I
heard by accident of a dry-falter, who had
acquired a great reputation and a large for-
tune, from poflefling a fecret that had en-

abled him to fend out to the Indies, and
other hot countries, beef and pork, in a
better {tate of prefervation than any of the
trade. As he was obferved to pour into each
cafk a {fmall bottle of tranfparent liquor, it
occurred to me, that this could be no other
than the fpirit of fea-falt; and I began to
wonder how a preparation, the greateft an-
tifeptic in nature, and extracted from a
material that had been in ufe from the be-
ginning of time, for preferving as well as
{feafoning food, thould have remained un-
employed for the purpofe of preferving from
putrefaction the juices of the human body;
while the nitrous and vitriolic acids had
been fo often ufed in the pracice of medi-
cine. It feemed the more furprifing, now
that chymiftry had taught us to extract the

muriatic
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(c314%y)
wines, pine-apples, grapes, and other ripe
fruits. In the courfe of eight-and-forty
hours, the fpots were changed to a brown
colour; and in a few days more, he was left
in a ftate of fafety. I could not prevent
his Noble Father from witnefling, in perfon,
the progrefs of a difeafe that often proves
dangeroufly infectious. His Lordthip ob-
ferved, with aftonithment and delight, the
operation of this admirable medicine. He
has fince repeatedly exprefled an earneft
with to fee its powers made public, from
his convi&ion, of its being calculated to
prevent, as well as extinguifh, the worft
fymptoms of putrid difeafes.

I have often heard him mention at the
fame time, how fenfibly he felt the falutary
effecs of the mel-rofe, faturated with the
fpirit of fea-falt, applied to the tonfils by
Sir William Duncan, about the year 1760,

when his Lordhip was feized with the ma-
lignant
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amount of fourfcore drops of the muriatic
acid, which ‘in the courfe of a few days
changed entirely the appearance of the pur-
ples, -and left him in fafety.

- Having been requefted, when it was too
late, to look in on Mifs Grace of Cornhill,
I found her dangeroufly ill of the malignant
fore-throat, with petechiz and delirium. I
directed the medicines as above mentioned.
When I vifited her next morning, a nurfe
and child were fitting on the bed; of which
I exprefled the higheft difapprobation, from
a fear of thechild’s catching the infetion.
When 1T returned, I found Mifs Grace a
corpfe; and the child died the morning after.
Three female fervants had taken to their
beds, with fymptoms of the malignant fore-
throat, and innumerable petechie. Their
tonfils and parotid glands were fwelled ex-
ternally to an extraordinary height, and their

hands up to the wrift were as purple as
violets.



(o5 )
violets. From the quantity of bad {ym-
ptoms,  theirs were the very wordt cafes of
the malignant fore-throat I have ever wit-
nefled; yet they all recovered in! the courfe
of three weeks, by purfuing the fame plan.
To prevent the fpreading of this: difeafe
in the family, T took 'every poffible pre=
caution, by ventilation and fumigation with
vinegar and aromatics; which fucceeded to

my wifh.

It were needlefs to quote more cafes
in proof of the; wonderful efficacy of the
muriatic acid in, the moft malignant dif-
eafes of this'country; butit may be proper
to add, that this traly antifeptic. medicine
has been conftantly ufed in the hofpital of the
"Third Regiment of Foot Guards, by Meflrs.
Leflie, Mearns;; or: Hay, for many - years,
with the greateft. fuccefs inall putrid dif-
eafes of that regiment.

D2 What
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