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and esteem,
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10, THE . READER.

T'ue numerous publications which have ap-
peared, professing to treat on the Urinary
and Genital Organs, made me hesitate in
selecting the Structure and Diseases of these
important parts of the human fabric, as the
subjects for my Lectures in the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons. Buat when I considered
how essential it was to the true happiness
and real interests of mankind, that the dis-
eases affecting such structures should be re-
peatedly investigated, and, so far as is pos-
sible, divested of all that mystery with which
ignorance and quackery have in many in-
stances endeavoured to envelope them, my
choice was soon determined.

Similar motives to those which occa-
sioned the publication of the two former
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Series of Lectures, have induced me to
commit the third Series to the press: and
I have done this the more willingly, as I
conceive the subjects discussed in the pre-
sent volume, have a greater probability of
receiving the due and serious cunsideratiﬁn
which their importance demands, when stu-
died at leisure in the closet, than when
orally delivered in a public theatre. It
may be permitted me here to observe,
that whatever motives may have determined
the choice of the anatomical and surgical
subjects for the Lectures given in the The-
atre of the College of Surgeons, the Public
must feel assured that the audience there
assembled will protect them from the in-
fluence of opinions founded in ignorance,
and from the pernicious effects resulting from
empirical practice, however artfully and spe-
ciously disguised.

In those Schools, where the first prin-
ciples of Anatomy and Surgery are taught,
the side view of the pelvis and its contents
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affords the Lecturer great facilities in ex-
plaining the diseases affecting these parts,
and also the operations which are necessary
for their cure. In the Theatre of the College
of Surgeons, such recent dissection could not
be introduced; I therefore occasionally refer-
red to an accurate drawing made from one
of my former dissections by Mr. Clift, our in-
genious Conservator, an engraving of which
accompanies the present work: and to ren-
der the volume more generally useful, two
explanatory plates have been added, in the
expectation that they may prove acceptable
to those readers who have not had the op-
portunity of seeing such preparations as were

produced at the time when the Lectures
were delivered.
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