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LECT. T. OF THE SEMITIC RACE. 9

practically unmixed, while the Babylonians, and other
members of the same family settled on the fringes of the
Semitic land, were in all probability largely mingled with
the blood of other races, and underwent a corresponding
modification of type.

But when every allowance is made for demonstrable or
possible variations of type within the Semitic field, it still
remains true that the Semites form a singularly well
marked and relatively speaking a very homogeneous group.
So far as language goes the evidence to this effeet is parti-
cularly strong. The Semitic tongues are so closely related
to one another, that their affinity is recognised even by the
untrained observer ; and modern science has little difficulty
in fracing them back to a common speech, and determining
in “a general way what the features of that speech were.
On the other hand, the differences between these languages
and those spoken by other adjacent races are so funda-
mental and so wide, that no sober philologist has ventured
to lay down anything positive as to the relation of the
Semitic tongues to other linguistic stocks. Their nearest
kinship seems to be with the languages of North Afriea,
but even here the common features are balanced by pro-
found differences. The evidence of language therefore tends
to show that the period during which the original and
common Semitic speech existed apart, and developed its
peculiar characters at a distance from languages of other
stocks, must have been very long in comparison with the
subsequent period during which the separate branches of
the Semitic stock, such as Hebrew Aramaic and Arabic,
were isolated from one another and developed into separate
dialects. Or, to draw the historical inference from this, it
would appear that before the Hebrews, the Aramaans, and
the Arabs spread themselves over widely distant seats, and
began their course of separate national development, there
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LECT. I. BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA, 15

matters of this sort, ancient and primitive are not
synonymous terms; and we must not look for the most
primitive form of Semitic faith in a region where society
was not primitive. In Babylonia, it would seem, society
and religion alike were based on a fusion of two races, and
so were not primifive but complex, Moreover, the official
system of Babylonian and Assyrian religion, as it is known
to us from priestly texts and public inscriptions, bears clear
marks of being something more than a popular traditional
faith; it has been artificially moulded by priesteraft and
- statecraft in much the same way as the official religion of
Egypt ; that is to say, it is in great measure an artificial
combination, for imperial purposes, of elements drawn from
a number of local worships. In all probability the actual
religion of the masses was always much simpler than the
official system ; and in later times it would seem that, both
in religion and in race, Assyria was little different from the
adjacent Aramaic countries. These remarks are not meant
to throw doubt on the great importance of cuneiform studies
for the history of Semitic religion; the monumental data
are valuable for comparison with what we know of the
faith and worship of other Semitic peoples, and peculiarly
valuable because, in religion as in other matters, the
civilisation of the Euphrates-Tigris valley exercised a great
historical influence on a large part of the Semitic field.
But the right point of departure for a general study of
Semitic religion must be sought in regions where, though
our knowledge begins at a later date, it refers to a simpler
state of society, and where accordingly the. religious
phenomena revealed to us are of an origin less doubtful and
a character less complicated. In many respects the religion
of heathen Arabia, though we have few details coneerning
it that are not of post-Christian date, exhibits an extremely
primitive character, corresponding to the primitive and un-
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