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LECTURE XXVII.

—_—

STIMULANTS 1¥ FEVER—Views as to the nutrient properties of stimu-
lants are to be received with caution—dnticipative use of stimulants
—Meaning of the term—Considerations to be taken into account
in resolving upon this method of treatment: (1) prevailing epidemic
character of the disease, (2) previous condition of the patient
(‘Sinking of vital power’—Illustrative case—Stimulation often
unsuccessful in the intemperate, and in those whose brains are over-
worked), (3) development of symptoms of severe typhus, (4) deve-
lopment of fever odour—Contrast between typhus and typhoid as
regards period at which stimulation is called for—Condition of the
heart, a guide—Physical signs of cardiac weakening,

FoLLowiNG the consideration of food in fever we
shall next take up that of diffusible stimulants. Their
employment we have had together a full opportunity
of studying, and those of you who are practising pupils
have learned to prove their value and importance in
every form of fever. You have learned also to avoid
routinism, and you well know that when we speak of
every form of fever we do not mean every case of the
disease. We have had cases in which no wine was
used, in which it was sparingly employed, where it was
not used until after the middle period of the fever.
In many cases, too, you had to use it and other
stimulants with great boldness and for many days,
beginning at an early stage of the disease. Again, wine
had sometimes to be omitted, though the disease still
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