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208 OHRONIC MENINGITIS

symptom was partial loss of power. Sensation unaffected. On the supposition
that some inflammatory process might have been set up by the injury, he was
ordered the Lig. Hyd. Perchlorid. 3j, and Potass. Iodid. gr. iv, three times a day.

After four weeks he thought his legs were a little stronger, that he could
move them better, and he was able to stand. He continued his medicine, but at
the end of another month it was evident that there was no real improvement, for
he was beginning to feel pain in his legs, at the same time they were less sensi-
tive, and the muscles were beginning to be rigid. There was also some weakness
of the bladder.

On July 9th he was galvanised. When a continuous eurrent of thirty cells
was applied to the spine, the arms were moved outwards, and the legs drawn up
in jerks. Faradization to spine had no effect, and when applied direct to the
legs the muscles did not respond.

At the beginning of September the spasmodie contraction was increasing, #o
that he had a sand-bag placed across his thighs to prevent them being drawn up,
continuous current being used daily to the spine. He was ordered gr. } of Ext.
Physostigmatis three times a day, and after a week it was increased to gr. §. By
mistake he took a double dose, 1 gr. He soon became very ill; and when the
honse physician was called to him an hour afterwards he found him with a clear
froth coming from his mouth, perspiring profusely, his face turning blue, hands
cold, numb, and almost powerless. Pupils of natural size. Pulse 130. Quite
sensible. He had an emetic powder, followed by warm water, and three hours
after taking the pill he had guite recovered.

The above-named paralytic symptoms increased, and at the beginning of
October the legs were quite rigid, so that by lifting the heel the whole body
could be raised; the knees were bent with great difficulty, but, if so, the legs
suddenly contracted or flew up to the body. Sensation had also become much
impaired as high as the sixth rib. Almost complete loss of power of bladder.
Ordered Suoce. Conii, to see if it had any influence over the spasm, and he took it
a few days, but with no result, It was observed that his abdomen was flaccid
immediately after raising his clothes, but upon feeling it the recti became qguite
rigid. The same fact had been observed before in the legs, that they became
much more rigid after being touched.

On November 1st limbs again tested by galvanism and faradization. The
musecles responded to both, but their susceptibility was impaired, being much less
than that of the arms.

The case appeared like one commencing externally, first involving
the membranes and nerves, and then proceeding to the medulla.

Case.—James M—, ®t. 33, a sailor, had genital sore, but it is very questionable
whether he ling had eonstitutional syphillis. Six months ago, whilst in the Mauri-
tiug, he began to feel weak in his legs, and to walk as if he were tipsy. The
weakneas gradually grew worse, and the limbs were beginning to contract, when
the doctor applied a red-hot ivon three times on each side of the spine. No good
result followed, and the contraction gradually went on, especially in the right leg.
Whilst on shipboard he used to keep the leg foreibly down by a weight.

Admitted to hospital on Oct. 21. When placed in n chair he sat with his knees
drawn up to his chin, his heels next to his buttocks; the legs quite rigid, so that
by attempting to extend one of them his whole body would be lifted up. The
right leg, which was fivst affected, was moré rigid than the left, The knees came
togother, althotigh one was a little lower than the other. No pain over the
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