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About eighteen years ago, a man in a fainting condition
was borne on a door into Jervis-street Hospital, on removing
his clothes which were steeped in blood, a large and gaping
wound of the side was disclosed, through which a portion of
collapsed intestine had protruded.

This injury was inflicted by a fellow tradesman, a
' Shoe-maker, in an adjoining public house, while both were
in a state of intoxication, and with a long and sharp pointed
 knife which is used in their craft.

The inflammation that supervened baffled all attempfs—the
. patient sunk after a few days. The post mortem examina-~
| tion disclosed wounds of the liver, intestine and gall bladder,
- followed by such extravasation of the contents of the latter,
as rendered the case hopeless or without the pale of our
. art——1I shall never forget the impression which that scene
left upon my recollection, thena tyro at my profession.
The wife stood at the bedside of the wounded husband
“with anxious eye and aching ear,” while the attendants re-
moved the clothes saturated with gore: ¢fere the woman stood
literally rivetted to the spot—she spokenot—herhands clasped
with convulsive agony upon her breast—her head drooped—
“with the paleness of death upon her cheek, and more than
its agonies inher heart.”
How the victim of drunkenness and treachery must have
felt during that sad scene of sorrow! The struggle with
~mute and passive grief was of short duration. The energies
of woman were roused—his ministering angel was at hand :
‘never did I behold such devoted and tender attention as was
‘bestowed upon this unfortunate patient, by his kind and at-
tached wife ;—not a single reproach escaped her lips—night
and day she never once left his bedside, except to minister
‘1o his wants.,
But two days had elapsed after the death of the ill-fated






















































































































