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direct relief, they, at the same time, prove of incalculable
benefit to society at large, by the advantages which they
present for the cultivation of surgical science,

I can no where ascertain at what period, in the history of
hospitals, pupils were first admitted to observe the practice
of the attending surgeons; but, from the fact of almost all
the advancement which surgery has made, during the last
two centuries, having been effected through the instrumen-
tality of these talented individuals, who were invariably to_
be found in attendance upon them, it must be evident that,
at a very early date, they were regarded as the best practical
schools for the improvement of both masters and students.

Take a survey of the great surgeons of the last century—
of Cheselden, Pott, Hey and Hunter, in our own country, and
of Sabatier, Petit, Desault and Scarpa, on the Continent—and
who among them would have been regarded as standard
authorities in their profession, unless they had enjoyed that
extensive experience, and those numerous opportunities of
performing surgical operations, which hospitals alone are
caleulated to confer ? And, in our own times, this superiority
in skill, and this dexterity in operating, is still more con-
fined to hospital surgeons than at any previous period of our
art; for, whether we look to France, and there see Dupuytren
monopolizing operative surgery, both public and private, or
to Great Britain, and here follow in the footsteps of a Cooper,
an Abernethy, or a Lawrence, the fact must be admitted that,
while the rich make choice of those men who, on all hands,
are acknowledged as the highest in the scale of professional

. attainments, the poor in our hespitals are at the same time

the recipients of their attentions, and the instruments by
which all their well-earned fame, and highly valued skill,
has been acquired.

- But, while hospitals have in all ages been the best stepping
stones to private practice and celebrity, have they, either at
home or abroad, been the means, in the hands of the attend-

ing surgeons, of conveying to the minds of the students all
that instruction for which they are so well calculated, or for

correcting all those erroneous notions which lectures and
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research, have thus furnished them with the ground work
upon which so goodly a fabric of medical and surgical obser-
vations has been erected.

Attached to each hospital, are a certain number of perma-
nent and temporary medical officers, the former consisting
of the physicians and surgeons, and the latter of the clerks
and dressers. In regard to the permanent situation of the
chief medical attendants, I am of opinion that the practice,
both in Paris and London, has many advantages over that
which prevails in this institution, where, at first, the attend-
ing surgeons only remained at their post for three months.
This was latterly extended to six months; and, last year,
- the Directors very judiciously extended the period of attend-
ance to one year, proving, if any proof were wanting, that
the longer the attendance the greater will be the skill ac-
quired, and the more complete and matured the practical
knowledge to be communicated.*

All the medical officers in attendance on the hospitals in
Paris are elected, to their various situations, in a manner so
admirable, and so much superior to that system of patronage
. and cabal, which unfortunately too frequently prevails in our
own country, that I cannot refrain from adverting to it for
- amoment. When any vacancy occurs, candidates, by publie
advertisement, are called on to enrol themselves before a
«certain day, when a jury of medical men, after a great variety
of trials of the respective aspirants, both in public and private,
confer the appointment. This practice of popular election
renders the various public offices, either in schools or hospitals,
of much more importance in France, than any similar ones
in this country, where, generally, it is money more than
talents, and interest rather than diligence, which obtains the
‘Victory.

* From the scarcity of what is called pure physicians in this city, as well as
from the skill and experience of those in attendance at present in this infirmary
the above office has been monopolized, or rather 1 should say has been prmm;l
E the acceptance of a very few individuals, who have attained the highest medi-

al honours ; the remaining M. D.'s choosing occasionally to handle the lancet.
Qught this pure exclusive system to continue ?

B
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the nervous and irritable, and, in many cases, prove a
soporific of a far more agreeable kind, than all the anodynes in
the materia medica. That there are objections to their use,
both in an economic and healthful point of view, I am well
aware; but the advantages which I observed to result, from
their use, more than counterbalanced any expense or risk of
contagion which, by some, might be dreaded.*

In most of the continental hospitals I remarked also that
convalesence was much more attended to than in this country;
and, for promoting this desirable object, there are, in many
of these establishments, such as those of Paris, Milan, &e.
galleries round the wards, the roofs being of immense height,
and, in many others, as those of Pavia, Bologna, Naples, &ec.
covered walks, where, at all times, the patients may have
the advantage of recreation. Now, if on the continent, and,
particularly in Italy, where the weather is so dry and genial,
and the barometer so steady, it is thought of so much advan-
tage to the recovery of the inmates that every hospital
almost has its gallery or covered walk, how much more
necessary must it be here, where, during the year, we have
such continued rain and storms, and where such a varia-
tion of atmosphere prevails, as to preclude the inmates from

- taking that inhalation of pure air, and that salutary recrea-
- tion, so indispensable to their convalesence, and so essential
- to their perfect recovery? I feel convinced that the advan-
. tages of these measures need only to be pointed out, to
the liberal managers of this Infirmary, to be immediately
complied with.

But, not to detain you any longer with the general man-
agement of continental hospitals, I proceed to say a few
words as to their surgical state; and here I must admit, at
the outset, that there was nothing which impressed me so
much as the superior industry, at least of the attending
surgeons, compared to that exhibited by those of my own

e

=% Since the above was delivered, I have memorialized the Directors on the
subject of curtains ; and I rejoice to say, that T found them unanimously favour-

- able to their limited use; but irresistible ition was tered
quarter from which 1 Ica;t expected it. . doii Begh
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induction. Well do I remember, when a student at a uni-
versity not far distant, that the learned professor began his
course of surgery with stone in the bladder, delivered some
twelve or fifteen lectures on this (it must be confessed) very
important disease, and finished with hernia, and those two
subjects occupied almost the whole of the surgical course in
those days. At present, matters are very much changed,
under the talented and experienced professor of surgery in
our university, and many more topics are introduced. Still
however I am of opinion that the student, who is well directed,
will learn more in one week in the wards of an hospital, such
as this, than during a whole session of attendance on surgical
lectures, however ably written, or amusingly, or eloquently,
enforced. Surgery, to be well taught, ought, I think, to be

 less a treatise, than a demonstration of disease, rather a des-
 eriptive lecture, than an assemblage of precepts or theories.

Better would it be for the student to know nothing of surgi-
cal diseases than have to correct his impressions, received in
the lecture room, by those in the hospital.

You may be told in the class room, of inflammation, and
its consequences ; and, as is generally the case, much of your
valuable time, may be taken up, with fine-spun theories on
this all-engrossing subject; but only present to your eye, a
patient, who has just made his appearance from some of our

- magnificient manufactories, and lies in our accident ward,
- with his leg, it may be, shattered by some steam engine
' gearing, and what now are your sensations? what your
|interest? and what, in fine, the instinetive reasoning on
| the case; here, you must have inflammation, and perhaps
in all its stages, and all its varieties, and tell me now whether
‘what is seen, touched and properly commented on, at the
bed side, does not ten thousand times more strongly rivet
your regards, than all which you may previously have heard
on the subject? :

Again, as to the diagnostie department of our art, in the
university, you may be told, with all the eloquence of 2

' Demosthenes, what hernia is, what are its causes, what itg
Symptoms, and what are its bottled or dried morbid appear-
c
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Theory without practice you will very soon find to have
only a short-lived existence—that of to-day giving place to
that of to-morrow, and both soon forgotten—but observation
of nature, and her processes, must ever prove useful, and
instructive; and her laws admit of no change. Surgery may,
in this respect, be aptly compared to some gigantic pyramid,
reared amid the ages which have passed, whose base and
centre, founded and cemented by the observation of facts,
have withstood the torrents of time, but whose sides and
summit, loosely joined and erowned by crude speculation,
bave gradually erumbled into dust, leaving no vestige of the
hands which formed them.

But though I have thus spoken of theory without practice,
I must at the same time inform you, that principles, carefully
deduced, and well digested, are equally indispensable to the
proper practice of your profession. Without those lights to
guide you, empiricism must characterise your whole conduct,
and rotinism, with all its evils, stamp your every abortive
effort at cure. The rectifying of both these blunders is the
great object of hospital surgery, in which your attention will
be pointed to diseases as in nature they are to be found; and,

thus, taking it for granted that you know something of the

S

rudiments of your profession, theory and practice are, in our

- wards, made to assist and correct each other. Every patient

who enters under our charge will thus, in a manner, he a

‘natural book, in which you will be able to read for yourselves

what actually occurs, to think and judge for yourselves what

‘remedies ought to be had recourse to, and the result to be

expected; and when you do at last enter upon practice, you
will find yourselves, as it were, at home—little presenting
itself either strange or difficult, your previous diligence in
nature’s school, having stamped in your mind, that, which no

system of oral instruction, can ever communicate.

- With respect to the advantages of this infirmary as a
school of practical surgery, I think they are both numerous
and important; for, whilst in the great capitals, such as Lon-
don, Paris, &e. the surgical patients are distributed over
many hospitals, they are here concentrated into one. The
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situation be considered. One thing I am certain of —the
dressers in this hospital, having, as they do, alternately, the
charge of the waiting room orders, do more execution, in
their curious little sanctum sanctorum, on Sunday, (as to
those minor surgical operations, formerly monopolized by the
gardener, barber and blacksmith,) than their brethren in
London, are called upon to perform in a month.

Much might be said, as to the care with which the cases
admitted into the hospital are recorded in the journals, and
the daily reports taken at the bed side of the patient, often of
themselves a good clinical lecture. These you not only have
an opportunity of seeing in the hands of the clerk, who accom-
panies me in my round, but from the hours of 11 to 12 a. .
and from 4 to 7 r. m.* they may be perused by you in the
room, appropriated for your use, on the right hand as you
enter the house. The operations and inspections you will
find also most punctually advertised, in a conspicuous place,
in the above mentioned room, the day before they occur;
and, for the advantage of those of you, who are only birds of
passage in the wards, and are satisfied with surface work, at
the top of every bed, will be found, the patient’s name, the
date of his admission, his disease, his diet and treatment.
And now, Gentlemen, let me in a very few words, explain
what you are to expect from me, as your instructor, and
what I look for, on your part, as pupils. In the situation
which I hold, many attainments are necessary, besides a

thorough knowledge of every branch of the healing art;

and, on this account, conscious of my own inability and
imperfection, I feel that I shall require much of your for-
bearance. 1 shall however, by punctual attendance, by
constant assiduity, and, in fine, by at all times maintaining

* The visit hour is from 1 o'clock till 2 ». », Sunday as well as Saturday ;
but, in consequence of the distance of the hospital from the university, nm;
other medical schools, nearly twenty minutes of this valuable hour is lost to the
pupil. Could not an arrangement be made, by which, two hours of hospital
attendance might be obtained? The student would then be enabled to observe
every case of interest, and also be present at all the operations and inspections,

which, as matters now stand, can rarely be accomplished i i
_ 1 ; 2 plished by him, the business
of the hospital being seldom finished by me till 3 o'clock r. :; 3
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have heen the consequence, if, by a slovenly examination,
ignorance such as I have deseribed, had been allowed to
pass? Why, the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons would
have been disgraced, the candidate, would, through stupidity,
and, which is worse, presumption, have been rivetted to his
follies, and the public would, in the long-run, have been the
miserable dupes and sufferers. To obviate, in some measure,
therefore, such like scenes, to make all those pupils who go
the round with me, conversant with my cases, I propose to
give certificates of attendance to those only who deserve it,
after individual and private examination, at the end of each
quarter, as during last summer. By this means, though

' more laborious and fatiguing to myself, the most modest, as

well as the most confident, is stripped of a single apology for
absence, and, I at the same time, by this procedure, not only
save the trouble daily of calling the catalogue, but, which is
of greatest moment, command your mental as well as bodily
presence, at the bed sides of my patients.*

In the practice of this hospital, as of all others, you will find,
that the daily visit is by far the most useful, and the regular
duties the most important; for it is to be presumed, that he
who can operate with dexterity, will also be the person, who
with most success, can perform his minor and more laberious

- duties. Yet, sorry am I to say, such is the rage for opera-

 tions, such the importance which seems to attach to them,

that, though the least part of the profession, they seem to take
a firmer hold of the public mind, and strike a deeper impres-
sion on the pupil’s senses than the daily cures performed;
they in fact usurp an importance in education which does
‘not belong to them; the surgeon, instead of being valued
-according to his talents, sense and general information, is
praised only in proportion as he operates with boldness and
‘dexterity.

* A great majority of the above have lately availed themselves of the oppor-
tunity of waiting upon me, and submitting to this test, not so much of their
l‘h"itiﬂ az aof their illdﬂ.‘l-tf}"j and I ]‘Ejﬂim tn g“}r now, “'it]'l'ﬂl.lt- j“ .“"} IEﬂ"lt
flattering their vanity, that with one or two exceptions, I have found much, both
to praise and admire in the acuteness of observation, and the uniform assiduity
which has been displayed by them, during their clinical course. i



















