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DISCOVERED IN ITALY. 17

ing, in others it is more evident. The branches of horn, of
considerable size, have generally been detached not with a cut,
but evidently with repeated blows of some trenchant instrument.
I owe it to the courtesy of Professor Diderlein to be able to
give an engraving of a piece of large horn, cut in this way.

Fig. 2.

This specimen comes from the marl-beds of the Modenese,
and belongs to the Mineralogical Museum of Modena. Exam-

Fig. 3.
ples not less interesting have heen given me by Archpriest

Grassi, from which T give one (fig. 3) ; it is a piece of stag’s
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DISCOVERED IN ITALY. : 20

of which is perforated for the cord for hanging up the vase.
One of the unbroken vases belonging to this erder (fig. 9)
comes from Castellazzo di Fontanellato; the other, the larger
of the entire ones (145 m. high, greatest diameter of bowl, 180),
fig. 10, was dug up at Enzola. A small vase (73 m. high, greatest

Fig. 10.

horizontal diameter 70), with sides not so thin, and hkewise
adorned with pointed protuberances, but with none of them per-
forated,is represented below (fig.11). Its form is that of a double
hexagonal pyramid, elongated and truncated at both ends, of
which one forms the base, the other the aperture, which is
roughly pentagonal, and so not in accordance with the six faces
which constitute the upper half of the sides. The excrescences

Fig. 11.

Tisc from the six solid angles of the bowl of the vase. Its use
1§ unknown ; probably it was a scent bottle, and perhaps had to
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44 OBJECTS OF HIGH ANTIQUITY

of founding in metals. And this is further put beyond doubt
by the fact that moulds (fig. 24) are found in steatite (a rock
of our Apennine) for the making, by fusion, of the arms in
bronze, as well as unformed pieces of this alloy.

Y. Onmrecrs or UnceErrainy Use.

SPINDLE-WHIRLS (Fusajuole).

There are very many of these objects, for the greater part
of terra cotta, more or less discoidal, or conical, or spheroidal,
pierced in the centre, to which the archmologists of France
and Germany, as well as our own, have given the name of
spindle-whirls (fusajuole). The paste of the spindle-whirls
18 not, for the most part, equal to that of the earthenware ;
instead of the grains of sand, we find powdered carbon
and ashes ; the colour is ashy in the internal parts, and ash-
colour varying into yellow and red on the outside. Some few
spindle-whirls are black, and of a substance probably similar
to the thinner vases, and, like a great number of these, are
shining externally as if with varnish. They are very various
in form; and although eight different ones have been repre-
sented by you, from those which, in the course of the summer,
we sent from Campeggine, courteously presented by the
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DISCOVERED IN ITALY. 107

to hold them suspended; it is formed simply of twisted

OZ1eTs.

Fig. 35.

The vases found at Mercurago, if they are compared with
those of the bronze age, which I have received from Switzer-
land, turned out in the comparison much more rude, not only
in the workmanship, but also in the paste of which they are
composed ; the walls are much thicker, and so in proportion
the vases heavier. There are found, however, some vases with
ornaments, but very simple, executed by scratching or pricking
while the paste was still soft, and consisting in triangular
figures drawn with lines parallel to the two sides.

Those which were presented to me by Sig. Radice approach
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