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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE:
——————————

GenTLEMEN,—In commencing a course of lectures on: any*
art or science, it is usual to make a few preliminary observa-
tions, on the utility and importance of the subject, and alse:
on the arrangement, or classification, of the matter intended to
be adopted in the subsequent discourses. In compliance with:
this ancient usage of medical teachers, I proceed to make some
remarks on the subject of which I mean to treat, namely, on
that branch of the healing art denominated Midwifery, and on
the qualifications and duties requisite for the accoucheur; as
well as for all medical practitioners.

It is now very generally admitted, that every class of me-
dical Practitioners must be intimately acquainted with all the
branches of the art and science of medicine, namely, the theory
and-practice of medicine, surgery, midwifery, and pharmacy ;
and that he who does not acquire this universally-established
course of education, will be sadly embarrassed in his futare
practice—will find himself continually disappointed in his opi-
nions and exertions ; and, what is still mere afflicting, will incur
an awful responsibility, by undertaking the management of many
diseases of which he is ignorant, and, consequently, excluding
duly qualified men from the treatment of the sick, and thus being,
virtually, the cause of extinguishing many lives. No conscien-
tious man can reconcile this great responsibility with the civil;
moral, and religions obligations required of medical men by
the most improved and’ enlightened society of modern times.
No matter how absurd, or unnatural, the ancient subdivisions
of medicine into different professions may he—divisions, be it
recollected; that took place in the darkest ages, when literature
and the sciences were involved in the most profound ahscunty
and utter debasement—it is now, T u}rj universally admitted,
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<ubdivision  of the ‘healing art into physic and surgery,—a
separation  soon confirmed by law in the different nations, and
.eontinued in most countries, to the middle, or perhaps towards
the close of the last century,—a remnant of which prevails in
‘our own country even to the present time. In the British do-
.dominions, we have corporations of physicians,  surgeons and
‘apothecaries, in each of the ecountries which are now happily
-united to the first and most powerful nation in the world.
sBach of these corporations in England, Scotland and Ireland
‘have peciliar rights and privileges, though a knowledge of
reach profession is often aequired from a similar source, often
from the same teachers and authors, and the practice of each
'is'precisely similar; and yet, a practitioner authorised by any
\one corporation, eannot practise within the precincts of the
vother ‘with impunity. As the principles and practice of the
\different branches of British medieine are similar in every part
tof the empire, should not all duly and:legally qualified members
tef either corporation have equal rights and privileges, in the same
‘dominions ? This is the casein France,and inall the otherenlight-
~enéd European nations, and throughout the vast continent of
«America, The third article of the French charter declares,
‘that ‘“all Frenchmen are equally admissible to all eivil and
‘military employments.” While some of eur medical corpora-
“tions are endeavouring to prevent members of their rivals-and
-contemporaries from . exereising ‘their ;professions, the whele
‘empire is  completely overrun with illiterate and demoralizing
‘empirics, who freely and most extensively practise on the per-
“sons and purses of  his Majesty’s subjects at large, with perfect
“impunity. ‘A most -able 'and veracious s physician ‘has truly
sasserted, that ¢ quackery hasidestroyed -more in this country
~than the sword, famine, and pestilence, united ;” “and never was
‘there a period in the history of ‘British medieine, at whicl the

force and truth of this opinion was more obvious than at this
day. But the laws relating to the practice and protection of
the medical ]’lﬂlfﬂﬂﬁiﬁﬂ in the {Inited.]{jng&omgj 1“3_'1-,&[{'331;]-!
‘defective and impotent, “while they are mo less contradictory

than inconsistent, with the wants afd wishes of an improved







































