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ADVERTISEMENT.

T HE demand for this Pamphlet baving

recently very much increafed, in confe-
quence of the fuccefs, which bas attended the
experiments of moft of the purchafers of the

- Tractors, the firft edition was fold off much

Jooner than was anticipated, and many appli-

cants of late bave been unable to procure any ;

L have therefore bafiened to publifh a fecond
edition, with but trifling alterations from the

original..

As the object of this Tralt is merely to ac-
quaint the Public with the biflory of the dif-

covery, (and of which every perfon poffefiing
A2 | the
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Ject prefented to their view, and however ill
provided were tabe:y. with the documents necef~
fary for purfuing their inveftigation ; vet fﬁqj'
bave been enabled to determine, that ¢ the
difcovery was of gffaa‘ unportance to the beal
ing art ; and that the charge of its being
fimilar to Magnetifin, which bas been injur:-
~oufly alleged, was without foundation.”

The TRACTORS, w:'fé PRINTED DIREC-
TIONS, FEHJErfﬂg the mode of application per=
Jeitly intelligible to every capacity, are kep?
confiantly for fale, for five guineas the [et, at
N*18, LEICESTER SQUARE, where I at-
tend patients or purchafers until balf paft
two o'clock every day. The afternoon is dexy
voted to patients abroad.

Of Meffrs. Ogilvy and Son, Bookfellers,
N° 315, Holborn, they may alfo be obtained.

A3 The
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/ HE following pages are de-

figned to give an hiftorical
tketch of the origin and progrefs
of the Discovery, lately made by
Dr. Perkins of Conneéticut, re-
lative to the beneficial influence of
his MeraLrLic TRACTORS In various

difeafes.

In explaining the treatment this
difcovery reccived on its firft in-
troducion to the world, the Author °
(if a Son can hold forth the language
of impartiality when {peaking of
events {o interefting to a Parent) has

A4 ftrictly
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PREFACE. ix

States, for the purpofe of afcerta.in—

ing the reality and importance of

the difcovery ; and which were
communicated to Dr. Perkins for

publication,

Thefe are not cited with a view to
eftablith in this kingdom the credit
of the Traétors; butas the experi-
ments are immediately conneéted
with the hiftory of the Difcovery,
the defign of this treatife could not
be anfwered but by inferting them.

They will alfo ferve as a {pecifi-
cation of the difeafes which are {ub-
je& to the Metallic. Infiluence, and
are defcriptive of the efte&ts which
may be expe@ed in fimilar experi-
ments.

But the writer does not wifh to
reft
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PREFACE. . Xt

ways prefent themfelves to the au-
thors of any material innovation,
more efpecially one which may have
to encounter INTEREsT as well as
PREJUDICE, he conceives will warrant
him in having fecured, by a patent
under the great feal of England, the
exclufive right of ¢ making, ufing,
and vending his Z7affors in this
kingdom ;” as this meafure alone
could fecure the adventurer a re-
compence, adequate to the expences
which muft neceflarily arife in dif-
feminating a knowledge of their uti-
lity and importance.

- The price at which he offers the
Tra&ors * to the Public, the Author

* Every genuine Set of the Tra&ors is ftamped with the
words, ¢ Perkins PaTent Tracrtors;” and, to the
Direitions accompanying them, is added a receipt, numbered
and figned by the Patentee.

concelves






PREFACE. xiii

that it can never be produétive of in-
jury, which may not be faid of any
medicine in the whole Marseria
Medica.  The ferious confequences
which fo often arife from an injudi-

cious ufe of the moft valuable medi-

cines, as mercury, opium, &c. are too

.generally known to require any com-

ment. The Tra&ors produce no
effe@s in any difeafes excepting thofe

in which there is prefent an extra

degree of that principle, which is the
caufe of the difeafe, and as they per-
form the cure by taking off only this
excefs, and reftoring the equilibrium,
it will be readily perceived that they
can have no influence, either injuri-—
ous or falutary, in complaints of the
oppofite clafs, viz. thofe which arife
from a diminution of that principle.

The
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PREFACE. XV

cident to every family, will -d;a.ily
afford opportunities of experiencing
their utility.

Thefe pages are, with much dif-
fidence, {ubmitted to the Public.
The Author is aware that they
may contain many imperfe&ions ;
but he flatters himfelf the {ubject
will not be thought wholly unworthy
of attention, particularly in an age
and reign, which juftly pride them-
{elves in the patronage of difcoveries
in {cience, and improvements in the

ufeful arts.
&

No. 18, Leicefter Square,
1798,






TR
iNFLUENCE
OF. ~

 METALLIC TRACTORS, &

OCTOR PERKINS of Connetticut

in North America, for many years enter~
~ tained the opinion that metals poffefled an influ-
ence on the human body, which had hitherto
efcaped the fcrutinizing eyes of phyficlogifts. This
~opinton was the refult of fome phenomena, which
in the courfe of his extenfive practice had acci-
dentally arrefted his attention.

Here it is neceffary to obferve, that in the
United States of America, as in all other new
fertled countries, labour has not yet received: the
divifions which charaéterize the more refined and
civilized nations of Europe. The practitioners of
phyflic are neceflitated, in many parts of the coun-
try, to attend in cafes which belong more imme-
diately to the province of furgeons and apothecarics
than to that of phyficians.

B The
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feffor at Bologna, relative to the furprifing effects
of metals on the nerve and mufcular fibre, con-
firmed him in his hypothefis *.

From

* Since the publication of the experiments of GALVANI,
very numerous have been the attempts of {fubfequent phyfiolo-
g1l1:s to improve on this difcovery. Among others, Valli, Volta,
Fowler, Monros and Cavallo, have fdwtﬂtll‘t‘d the public with
their reféarches into this interefting fubject.

Cavallo, one of the lateft of thefe experimentalifts, after
citing moft of the important experiments of the gentlemen who
have written before him, together with the addition of his
own, comes to the following conclufion :

« The principal phennmcm of animal ele&riclt}r, viz.
the property of being put in motion by a metallic communi-
cation made 'I_Jetwten the nerves and mufcles; i3 not peculiar
to a few animals only, butfeems to be a property of all
animals in general; a law of nature which admits of few
exceptions, and even thefe exceptions are of a very doubtful
nature.

«« The experiments have already been tried with a great va-
riety of terreftrial, aerial, and aquatic animals,

« The human body, whillt undergoing certain chirurgical
operations on its recently amputated limbs, have been con-
vulfed by the application of metals, From the ox and the
hor(e down to the fly, the effe&ts of metallicapplications have
been repeatedly and unequivocally obferved. With fome
the power lafts longer than with others; the movements alfo
are more or lels evident and powerful, according to the va-
rious nature dnd difpefition of the animals.

¢ The leg of a recently dead horfe was agitated {o vio-
lently by the application of a fhilling and a bit of tin-foil,

B2 that
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In the courfe of an extenfive prattife thefe were
frequently found, on which he never failed to make
fuch experiments as were calculated to accomplifh
his Dbjﬂ&.’ :

He proceeded to make Inftruments of what
are called the perfect metals as well as of the bafe
ones, and likewife of various compound metals,
and tried them all, fometimes with lefs and {fome-
times with more fuccefs, than he had ever hoped
or expefted. Thefe experiments he continued for
feveral years; convinced from what he had already
noticed that he was right in his principle, and ar-
dently hoping that further experiments, and obfer-
vations, would enable him to apply it to the alle-
viation of human affliction, and the general benefit
of mankind. >

The refult corroborated and indeed exceeded
his moft fanguine expectations; for he difcovered
that, by drawing over the parts affected in particu-
lar directions certain inftruments which he formed
from metallic fubftances into certain fhapes, he
could remove chronic rheumatifm, fome gouty
affections, pleurifies, inflammations in the eyes,
eryfipelas, and tetters ; violent fpafmodic convul-
fions, as epileptic fits; the locked jaw; the pain

~ B3 and
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To this Convention he foon after reported his
difcovery, and perhaps from its novelty and appa-
rent fimplicity this report was received by fome
with doubt and caution, and by others even with
contempt. The firft impreffion on thefe gentle-
men was, that the operation of the Metallic Influence
was a mere revival of Animal Magnetifin. He was,
however, requefted to make a further communica-
tion on the fubject at the enfuing meeting, which
was to convene fix months afterwards. '

The fubject by this time began to excite pub-
lic attention and general curiofity. By thofe
only who had feen or experienced the effets of
the Trafiors were they credited, while thofe who
judged only from rumour confidered the metallic
operation as a renewal of Mefimer’s treatment,
and the fhafts of ridicule were thrown at the dif

tution, whofe long and extenfive pradtice in his profeflion,
and whofe fuccefs in treating the yellow fever at New Haven
in 17g4, and publication on that difeafe, will ever bear tef-
timony of his abilities and candor.

If the reader fhould difcover, that the condu& of fome of
the fellows of this Society has not altogether comported with
the laudable object of its eftablifhment, he is defired to ob-
ferve, that, as moft of them have had the candor to acknow-

ledge their error, the cenfure ought not to be extended beyond
the few individuals who merit it.

B4 COVELEr,
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perfonages of the Union. General WASHINGTON,.
then PresipenT of the United States, convinced of
the importance of the difcovery from experiments
in his own family, availed himfelf of its advan-
tages by purchafing a fet of the Trasors for their
ufe.

The Curzr Justice of the United States*, fe-
veral of the Senators and Reprefentatives in Con-
grefs, and other literary characters, honoured the
difcoverer with their attendance at a great va-

riety

¥ Extra&t of a Letter from the Honourable Or1vEr Ers-
worRTH, LL.D, Chief Juftice of the Unrited States, to
the Honourable Joux MarsuarL of Virginia, late one

of the Envoys Extraordinary from the United States
to the French Republic.

S¢ Philadelphia, March 7th, 1797.
« Dear Sir, :

“ The Gentleman who will deliver this letter is Dr.
Perkins of Connefticut, a refpeable phyfician, and dif-
coverer of the Metallic Traftors for the relief of pain.
Strange as his hypothefis may be, experiments give it
countenance, In fome cafes the effets wrought are not
eaflily afcribable to imagination, great and delufive as is its
power.

“ Should there be cafes favourable for experiments in
your vicinity he would be very ready to operate, and that
jn the prefence of perfons moft competent to deteft a

: : fallacy,
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and T believe I may fay to the general fatisfac-
tion and furprife of the fpeators. Difeafes of
the moft obftinate nature, which had baffled me-
dical art, were removed by the Merallic Traciors:
and many perfons of an advanced age, whe
had been crippled for years with the chronic
rheumatifim, were, in feveral inftances, perfectly
cured.

By moft of thofe wha witneffed the {urprifing
effe(ts of thefe operations, the difcovery was
eonfidered as one of the moft happy and impor-
tant that has ever been made for the benefit of
mankind. The many ftubborn and indifputable
fatts, which demonftrated that the operations had
no fimilitude whatever to Animal Magneti{m, be--
gan now ta remove prejudices, and gain it res
putation,

By many of his beft friends, the difcoverer was
ftrenuoufly advifed to avail himfelf of the advan-
tages of the patent law, which was framed for the
purpofe of  promoting the progrefs of ufeful
arts,” and to fecure to himfelf the advantages
derivable from what they conceived fo happy a
difcovery. As he had a large family, had put
himfelf to confiderable expence in purfuing his
jdeas to this pleafing refult, and, by neglecting all

his
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controverfies in that country* ‘are frequently
carried to fuch lengths, that the combatants be-
come perfonal enemies; and it feldom happens
that the vanquithed can forgive the conqueror.

“

At this time the recollection of their former
difagreement was frefh in the breafts of Dr. P.-T;v'._

® Whoever has read the Philadelphia Gazettes during
the late diftrefing calamity of the yellow fever, will readily
| perceive the prevalence of this unhappy difpofition among
the medical men of the United States. The well known
,- otitrages, in confequence of the controverly between Dr.
| Ruth and Dr. Currie, committed by both their parties,
during the autumn of 1797, have not done honour to that
benevolent phllufophjf which is charaeriftic of an enlighten-
ened age and a civilized people. Among men where the
more aveighty arguments of the club and cane, and thofe fuc-
ceeded by rﬁaﬁmge:, have afilumed the place of fair, candid,
and friendly difcuflions, becaufe there happens to be a
trifling difference in opinions, we muit not be furprifed, or
even complain, if an inftance occured in which an hafty and
illiberal decifion liad taken place on a medical {ubje&, which
related to a very material innovation, more efpecially as this
innovation was attempted by a perfon very obnoxious to
_ the party which aflumed the power of deciding. For the
particulars of an encounter of the above defcription; fee Mr,
Rufh’s defence of his conduét in laying wicleat bands on
Dr. Rofs, a friend of Dr. Currie’s. The good maxim of
Salluft would beattended with happy confequences, if more
generally obferved by the medical profeffion in America:

PR P AR I e T T
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« Qoncordia parve res crefeun.”’
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vote, written and prepared by Dr. P.’s avowed
enemies fome weeks before-hand, pronouncing it
the remains of animal magnetifm: and in order
further to deter any of their members from afcer-
taining the merits of the difcovery by experi-
ments, they “ direCted their Secretary to cite any
member of their fociety praétifing as above (7. e.
ufing the T7acfors) before them at their next meet-
ing, to anfwer for his conduct, and render reafons
why he fhould not be expelled the fociety for
fuch difgraceful pradtices.” This vote was of
confiderable length, and was couched in terms
which would far better have become the perfe-
cutors of a Copernicus and a Galileo, in an age of
ignorance and fuperftition, than thofe who would
be fondly confidered as the patrons of fcience and
philofophy in the enlightened @ra of the eigh-
teenth century. In juftice, however, to the re-
fpectable inftitution to which thofe gentlemen
belonged, it is neceffary to oblerve, that the con-
vention was very thinly attended, and confifted
of few befides the profefled enemies of Dr. P,
Neither Dr. Maunfon their Prefident, a gentleman
whofe {uperior eminence in his profeflion is
equalled only by his reputation as a philofopher
and a man of letters, nor any of the reprefenta-
tives from the medical focicty of the county in

which
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that no analogy or affinity exifted between the
operations of the metallic influence, and the ex-
ploded practice of animal magnetifm. Buta few -
of the moft interefting facts  which led to this de-

cifion, fhall now briefly be recited.

On the fubjeét of Auimal Magnetifin, it was
conceived that no information fo authentic could
be obrained, as that of the report of the commif-
fioners at Paris (Dr. FrankrLin at their head, and
Lavorsier one of their number) appointed by the
late Lewis XVI. for the exprefs purpofe of afcer-
taining the merits of the practice. This enquiry,
undertaken by the greateft philofophers of the age,
was conducted with ability and candor, and the
refult is univerfally known to have been an explo=-
fion of the dotrine, and a cenfure upon its in-
ventor. It was found that the effeéts produced
by Mefmer, were not owing to any newly difco-
vered law or principle in nature, as he pretended,
but {olely afcribable to the influence of < compre/-
Jion, imagination, and imitation *.” Among the
numerous experiments made by the commif-

* Some of the fubfequent practifers of this art, have pre-

tended to produce {ome cffeéts unaflifted by compreflion or
imitation,

C fioners,
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mind of a patient infpired with confidence and
enthufiafm.” '

Having obtained every neceflary information
from this report, the medical gentlemen, who were
attempting to inveftigate the merits of the metallic
influence, nest direCted their attention to difcover
if any affinity or refemblance could be found be-
tween the operations of Dr. Perkins and the treat-
ment of Mefmer. =~

After almoft innumerable experiments, which
were made on fubjeéts of all defcriptions, as it
refpefts their difeafes, ages, or ftations in life,
and, in fhort, diverfified with every variety which
occurred to them; it was acknowledged that there
could be no refemblance found, either in the
modes of application, or in the effects which were
produced, between the operation of the Traffors
and animal magnetifm. It was obferved, that the

more admirably planned than the introdu&ion of the piano
forte, which was continually playing tunes on keys that cor-
rei'p-:}ndc:f with the changes which, it was intended, fhould
take place in the animal fpirits of the patient.

There are but few perfons who have not a thoufand times
experienced the powerful effes of mufic; and realized their
Aufceptibility of its influence.

C a author
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{tead of ctheir being fuccefsful only among the lower
claffes of mankind, who are moft fubject to cre-
dulity and impofitien, they have hitherto been
chiefly ufed among men of fcience and refpec-
tability, who have often been difpofed, at firft, to
treat them with ridicule, from a perfuafion that the
operations were all a fallacy.

The circumftances under which the Traffors
produce no effet, alone fufficiently prove. that a
phyfical caufe, independent of the power of ima-
gination, is concerned in the opefatiﬁné; as for
inftance, relief from pain has never been procured
by them, on parts of the body to which any * oily
applications, or where any adipofe fubftances have

been recently employed. '
Indeed,

* The obftacles which oil prefents in exciting mufcular
motion, or the animal eleftricity, is particnlarly mentioned
by Galvani, the difcoverer of that influence. (De Firibus
EL inm. m. p. 22,

Dr. FowLer alfo, whofe ingenious experiments on the
fame influence have fucceeded thofe of Galvani, has the fol-
lowing remarks. (Exp, and Obf. on Anim. Eleft. p. 18.)

“ Qils of all kinds are fo far from conduéting, that if the
fingers of the perfon holding either the probe or the zinc
have perfpired much, even this operates as a complete ob-
firuction to the paflage of the influence. The inftant the
perfpired matter has been wiped away, and the fingers have
been dipped in water, it again excites contractions, When

Cgs ' the
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of a fallacy; and the refult proved, that chere were
petfons who might ufe the Traffors for any length
of time, in difeafes which were fuitable for the
operation, and produce no perceptible effect ; when
by placing them in the hands of another perfon,
who fhould perform the operation precifely
the fame manner as before, the pain er in-
flammation would be removed direttly. It is
true, this fingular property is characteriftic but
of few, yet among the great number who have
purchafed the 7raffors in America, there are
fome who have never performed a cure. Thefe
gentlemen, whenever an operation is required,
put the Traffors in the hands of a bye-ftander,
who applies them under their direction, and the
ufual falutary effeéts are the immediate con-
fequence.

This curious fact has been mentioned, by the
writers on the philofophy of the metallic infly-
ence, as a proof of its analogy * to the influence

difcovered by Galvani.
I fhall

* See the experiments of profeffor Volta, relating to the
various effefls of the metals when applied to the fenfe of
tafle. ' :

Cavallo, alfo, when fpeaking of the influence of metallic
applications, which are rendered {ufceptible to the rafe and

C 4 J';gﬁﬂ. =
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as the quincy, boils, and whitlows, if applied be-
fore a fuppuration has taken place?—remove
v the fevere inflammations, pains, and tumors of the
frings and dites of poifonous infects ?—or of Zurns
and fealds, and thofe on an infant? or inflam-,
mations of ringworms, tetters, and eryfipelas? Or
can imagination cure the lamenefs of a brute *?
Thele are fome of the affections which the Trac+
tors generally cure,

It may be naturally conceived, that the evi-
dence exhibited muft have been powerful and

® [ once faw a horfe, which, in confequence of a ftrain
in the paflern, had become exceedingly lame, and from the
intenfe heat of the hoof on that foot, and the a&ions of the
animal, was fuppofed to be in great pain, completely re-
lieved in the courfe of ten minutes by the operation of the
Tractors; the hot hoof becoming of the {ame temperature as
that of the other, From being fcarcely able to put his foot
to the ground, he became fo much better in about twelve
minates from the time the metallic inflruments were firft
applied, that a gentleman mounted him and rode away,
being but jult able to perceive his lamenefs.

I have heard of other fimilar inftances, but this is the only
one which has come under my perfonal obfervation.

I have frequently, however, heard of the little painful
fwellings on the back, generally termed /addle boils, being
cured by the operation of the metallic influence.

conclufive,
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the Convention, in acting {o precipitately on a
fubje@ of fuch- great importance. - Prefident
Munson himfelf read before the Society, con-
vened at New Haven, a learnéd and ingenious
Differtation on the fubjeét of Animal Magnetifm
and Animal Ele@ricity. After giving an hiftori-
cal account of the impofitions of Mefmer, and
- according with the juftice of the report of the
commiffioners in France, to which 1 have before
referred, he inftanced the late 1mportant difco-
veries of Galvani, and the ingenious expenmtnts
of Valli, Valta, Fowler, Monro, and Cavalla, in ani-
mal eleétricity; and concluded with the fulluwmg
remarks: ¢ After all thefe dlfcoverles of the
exiftence of a certain influence, by whatever name
it is called, in the nervous fyftem of ammal
bodies, which has properties, and is ﬁlbje& to
the {ame ]aws, in many refpects, with the ele@tri-
cal fluid, and which may be excited or educted
by the application of metallic fubftances, would
it appear {trange to a philofopher, or would it
exceed the credulity of a well-informed phyfician,
that Metallic Points *, applied to perfons difeafed
with pain, had given relief?—To none, I imagine,
who believe in the exiftence of fuch an influcnce,

® The trators have often been called ¢ merallic points.’

; which
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ments made in Europe, ftill his application of me=
tallic fubftances for the removal of difeafes, muft,
I conceive, be acknowledged at leaft an improve-
ment on their difcoveries, and {fomething peculiar
to himfelf; and I conceive it to be‘a difcovery
capable of great improvement for the benefit of
mankind. It is certain, there are facts of its influ-
ence too notorious, and fupported by fuch indu-
bitable teftimony, that it is futile to imagine it can
be hiffed out of exiftence—mankind will not be
laughed out of their fenfes.

]

“ Let every member of the medical fociety
make a candid trial with the patent Trattors ; keep
a regifter of their experiments, and in many in-
ftances I doubt not but they will prove efficacious
in the removal of difeafes, and will effe it accord-
ihg to the old adage, ¢ito, tuto, et jucunde *.”

The public fentiment being now difpofed
to acknowledge the importance of this dif-
covery, thofe few members of the convention,
who began the oppofition, had now recourfe
to another meafure, by which they intended to
have torn from his brow the laurels he had ac-
quired, and with them adorn the buft of ano-
ther. For this purpofe, it was induftrioufly reported

® Quickly, fufely, and pleafantly.
that
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In May laft, #797, thefe gentlemen again-afs
fembled, but found it impoffible to proceed on
the grounds of their former refolution, without
diffolving the, fociety : for if they proceeded to

" the expulfion, of every one who had engaged in

thefe  difgraceful praitices,” they would have -
to pronounce ju gment againft one half of the
members,' with the Prelident at their head;
and; as the reputation of the metallic operation
was now eftablifhed, not only by the publica-
tions of the experiments made by moft of the
literary characters of the United States, but by
the members of their own fociety, they were
compelled to give up their firft point, viz. that
the practice was a revival of Animal Magnetifim.
However, a fertile imagination fuggefted new
grounds for accufation, on which they did not
hefitate to pafs fentence. The complaint againft
Dr. P. now was, that he had ¢ obtained a pa-
tent under the authority of the United States,
for the exclufive privilege of ufing and vending
certain pointed Metallic Inltruments, which is
contrary to the rules and regulations of their fo-
ciety, interdicting their members the ufe of Nos-
TrRUMS!"”—So extraordinary were the reafons given
by thefe gentlemen, and fo indufirious were they

to
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Yedgment of the utlity of the metallic influ-

ence *.

1 have dwelt more particuﬂ'r]y on the vote of
fome of the members of the Connecticut Medical
Convention, becaufe that, among the decifions of
learned inftitutions, is the only inftance in which
the efficacy of the Traffors has ever publicly been
queftioned in the United States.

The novelty and fimplicity of the operation of
the metallic influence, added to thofe prevailing
prejudices againft external applications in the treat-

o It is with no fmall regret that it falls to my lot to detail
~falts, which refle& a ftigma on {fome gentlemen of the medi-
cal profeflion in the United States. Although this difpofition
for diffenting is more general than I could wifh to acknow-
ledge, yet in the prefent inftance but a very fmall part of the
above fociety was concerned in thofe extraordinary proceed-
ings. Of more than #avo hundred members which compofe
the {ociety, not more than faenry were prefent on that occa-
fion; and the major part of thefe were perfons who had been
engaged in a former controver{y with the difcoverer of the
metallic Tra&ors, and have ever fince been his avowed ene-
mics.  Several members, in confequence of thofe votes, have
- fince abandoned the meetings. The fociety, collectively con-
fidered, is an extenfive and refpetable inftitution, and many
of 1ts members are gentlemen of the higheft merit,

D ment
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the pcliﬂmed {tatue without the labour of the artift,
as that the human mind, by its reafoning powers
aloie, thould be able to predicate on effects of this
nature without the tefl of experiment.

Convinced that the reader will agree with me
that facts are better than argument, I fhall pro-
ceed to the Experiments. No patticular order is
obferved in the arrangement of the Cafes, as it did
not occur to me that it was neceffary.

I would only further obferve, that the follow-
ing experiments are not introduced folely with a
view to eftablifh the reputation of the Metallic In-
fluence; but rather that I might complete the firft
defign of this publication, which was to give an
hiftorical {ketch of the origin and progrefs of the
difcovery. As thefe communications form a part
of the incidents which eventually afcertained the
importance and reality of Dr. P.’s difcovery, their
immediate connection with the fubjeét of this
Tract, rendered it neceffary to introduce them. I
flatter mylfelf I fhall have the fatisfaction, on be-
ing favoured with fuitable fubjeéts, of affording
evidence, which to every perfon muft be more
fatisfatory than any teftimony, viz. the evidence
of the fenfes,

D2 As
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EXPERIMENTS
A XD
OB B RV ACT-IUENCS

Communicated to the

DISCOVERER of the ME.TJLLIC TRACTORS.

B X B ERTME NI

By Mr. MEIGS,

Profeffor of Natural Philofophy at New Haven,
&c. &c.

September 18, 1797.

¢ A S I am daily confirmed in the opinion that

facs form the moft valuable part of our
knowledge, I think it my duty to communicate
the following : |

« In March laft my fon, about eight years
of age, was feized with a complaint of the peri-
pneumonic kind, attended with a violent pain in
the left fide, accompanied with a high fever and 2
fevere cough,

1) 3. [ {1 B}r
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¢« I have ufed the Zraffors with {fuccefs in fe-
veral other cafes ; and although, like Naaman
the Affyrian, « I cannot tell why the waters of
Jordan fhould be better than Abana and Pharpar,
rivers of Damafcus,” yet fince experience has
proved them fﬂ, no rﬂaf0111nfr can change the

“ opmmn

¢ Indeed the caufes of all common faéts are,
awe think, perf&&ly well known to us, and it is very
probable that fifty or an hundred years hence,
we fhall as well know why your Trafers thould
in a few minutes remove violent pains, as we now
know why cantharides and opium produce op-
pofite effects ; viz. we fhall know but very Zrse
about either, excepting fai#s. The world * will,
notwithftanding, continue trying to oblige the
prefent and future Galileo’s folemnly to renounce
opinions, which, in {fubfequent periods, will be
univerfally adopted. In fpite of Ecclefiaftical
authority, the earth ftill revolves on its axis,

&c. &e.”

¥

* The reader will not require an explanation of the cob-
je€t of this remark, after what has before been flated rela-
tive to the refolutions of the Connefticut Medical Conven-
tion, Profeffor Meigs is an inhabitant of the fame Stace
in which thofe proceedings took place.

D4
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X PER PNV EAIN T

Communicated by the

Rev. WILLIAM ROGERS, D.D.

Profeffor of Oratory in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania,
fc. &c.

Philadelphia, June 1ft, 1797.

< MR, MaraT of Philadelphia, was fome
time fince aflicted with a violent inflammation in his
left eye, accompanied with a fevere pain, which
extended through the head, and deprived him of
reft.. The eye was entirely clofed, and con-
ftantly difcharging water. Several things were
applied to give him eafe, but to no purpofe. I
told him, on opening it gently with my fingers,
it was too bad to be relieved by the Trasors, as
it was entirely of a bloody colour, and all the
parts contiguous greatly {welled and much in-
flamed ; however, I would try their efficacy. I
applied them a few minutes, and he began to open
the eye. 1 continued ufing the Tra2feis for the
{pace of ten or fifteen minutes, when the pain
and inflammation were entirely removed, and he
opened his eye without difficulty. He returned

1o
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EXPERIMENTS V,

JOHN VAUGHAN, M. D.—M. P. M.,

Fellow of the Medical Society of Delaware,

¢« I mave operated,-in a few cafes only, with
your Traftors, for but few have offered fince I
poflfefled them. One cafe of wervous or hyfieric
bead-ach perfeétly cured.—A cafe of edontalgia re-
lieved,-——The third, a young man who had fallen
nearly fifteen feet on the edge of an open ended
hogfhead, and received a confiderable contufion in
the umbilical region, with tumefacFion,

¢ I bled him three times to little purpofe; but
after about two minutes operation with the Trac-
#ors, he exclaimed in ecftafy, * I am well—I am
well—my pain is gone!” The pain, however,
returned in a lels degree; but in thirty or forty

minutes went off entirely, and he went to work
as ufual,” |
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days fince he was {o violently attacked, that thé
intelleCtual funtions were entirely deranged, and
I apprehended very ferious confequences. In
this fituation I purchafed a fet of Dr. Perkins’s
patent Metallic Trafiors, the firft application of
which held out the pleafing proipect of his entire
recovery. - After repeating it for a few days, he
became perfeétly eafy and free from pain, and his
mind reftored to its natural ftrength; no indif=
pofition remaining but what is confequent on

xy
age.

& e R 1 MENT Se=VIL

Dr. JAREB D YER,

of Canterbury,

Member of the Connefticut Medical Society, and

Surgeon to the z1ft Regiment.

Augult 10th, 1766.

“ For feven yeﬁrs paft I have been trou-
bled with almoft a conftant rhewmatic pain in my
fhoulder. For the two laft years it has gradually

" increafed
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EXPERIMENTS VIIIL

Dr. RUFUS JOHNSON,

of Canterbury,

Member of the Conneéticut Medical Society.

Auguft 11th, 1796.

¢ In the courfe of my practice a fcw months
paft, I have made frequent experiments with the
Metallic Trafiors, and have, with but very few
exceptions, fucceeded to my furprife in remov-
ing rheumatic pains, bead-acks, pains in the face,
fpafinodic affeilions, and inflammatory fwellings of the
throat,

E
E
i
L
i
i

o

<« The pains after being once eafed, have in
fome inftances returned ; and then, by a repetition
of the applications, have been wholly removed.

¢ From my own practice, and what I know of

- the practtice of others, I conceive this method of
removing pains ja very imporfant and ufeful dif-
covery in the healing art; and I earncitly wifh
that the Trafors may be generally difperfed, that
mankind ac large may have it in their power, by
thele innocent means, to eafe themfelves of many
difeafes which baffle the effofts of medicine.”
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he wias univerfally convulfed, with an entire lofs of
réafon. I then drew the Traffors over his right
leg 2gain; fix or eight times, when the fpaims 1m-
mediately ceafed, and his reafon was inftantly re-

| ftored.

e i ;bnut half an hour he was feized with
another, which was removed very much in the
manner of the laft, the Inftruments not being ap-
plied until a general convulfion had taken place.
I then feated myfelf on his bed, that I might be
enabled to apply the means more {eafonably.
Here I foon difcovered the fymptoms again, but
by applying the Trafiors immediately, the {fymp-
toms difappeared. Several others, at intervals,
commenced with their ufual {ymptoms, {fo con-
tralting and cramping the right leg, that the ut-
moft exertions of two men were unable to ftraighten
1t, each of which were i1n lefs than a minute re=
moved by five or fix ftrokes of the Traffors, be-
fore ‘the fpalm had extended to the other parts of
his body : the leg almoft inftantaneoufly becoming

perfectly lax.

« By the requeft of a number of gentlemen,
who by this time had convened to behold this fin-

gular phenomenon, when the fymptoms of a fic
K appeared
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rommeéncerent, and about anp hour and an half
after the firft experiment. He has difcovered none
of that debility which has ufually fucceeded his
former attacks, and continues to this day enjoying
better health than ufual.”

e et

EXPERIMENTS X

SAMUEL H. P. LEE, M.D.
of New London.

Member of the Connecticut Medical Society.

“ THE folluwing cafes, are among the niim-
ber which I have to inform you, were treated folely
by the practice of your Mezallic Traitors.

CASE ik

“ A boy eight years of age, recovering from a
bilious remitting fever, was attacked with a fevere
phlegmonic inflammation in one of his legs. On
the fixth day after its firft appearance, when I was
called in for advice, the whole leg was much tu=-
mefied ; the tendons of the foot and leg contract-

E 2 ed,
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blifter broke, and the ]iquor under it formed itfelf
into a {cabby furface. The next day the wound
was perfeétly circumfcribed - to the part. bliftered ;
and the whole caft off and left the fecond fkin
perfectly entire, without the {malleft appearance
of fuppuration or inflammation; and, what is ex-
traordinary, it never appeared to give the child
the {malleft pain, itching, or fmarting, and in ap-
pearance was fo unlike a fcald, that enquiries

were made what it was- that grew on. the child’s
forehead, '

C ASE . 3d )

« A lady fell from her horfe and diffocated her
ancle, whigch remained {everal hours before it
was reduced, by which it became very much
Jwelled, inflamed, and painful. ‘Two or . three
applications of the Trafors relieved the 'pain, and

in a day or two or {he walked the houfe, and had
no further complaint, -

«T ‘have ufed the Tratfors in many other
inftances, wherein they appeared to. have very
falutary effeéts; but as the ufe of them was ac-
companied with other rem-f:dms,l ﬂ::-rbf:ar men-
tioning them in this place.”

E3
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fation of heat, after you applied the Traffors to
the inflamed part. I felt a forenefs for {feveral days
after, but the forenefs was no greater ‘than would
‘have arifen from the deftruétion of fo much flefh
. from any other caule,

<] am convinced it argues great folly to con-
demn any innovations, or attempts at improve-
ment in the arts and {ciences, without due in-
weftigation. This 1s a kind of treatment, however,
which your difcovery, as well as all others, have
experienced, and while human nature is the fame,
mult expect £4/ to experience,”

flamed, and painful. The Traffors were ufed, and the part
in lefs than ten minutes was eafed. As the wart was
not yet burned entirely to its roots, the iron was again
heated, and applied to the part longer than before ; 2 moft
excruciating pain fucceeded, extending to the elbow, with
an inflammation which reddened the whole hand, and a large
blifter was the confequence; the experiment was again
made, and in about twenty minutes the rednefs totally difap-
peared, and the pain was entirely removed. Many have fub-
mitted to fimilar meafures, in order to experience the effedts,
I once formed one of five, who burned ourfelves fo that
blifters were raifed to make the experimeng; we all obtained
relief in a fhort time,
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achss, pains in the face, or. teeth,, apfbafﬁ;ﬂ_. pauﬁ
in the limbs, érre.:rﬁ and fidz, and @mmﬁrﬂ tonft Iiﬂru,
yet candour reqmrea I fhould fay, that fur::c::ﬁ. 1n

')
thefe cafes has not br:a:n Lmvtrf‘al.

e it ot fjmmbe :aﬂf t’;ﬁr::, or cnmmﬂu
3?y?szmwawry gur?gf 2y, 1 will relate to you. _ I vifited
a young man, late in the’ aﬁ:ernn{m, f-:::und him
exercifed with all the ufual fymptams of ‘that
difeafe; fuch as a ﬂrﬂneral Inﬂ‘lmmamry ca’mefbn_?ﬁ.r-
the tonfils fo tumefied, 4s to be nearly’ cluﬁ:d
together ; his throat and. nfg:k externally. en-
larged; a conftant difcharge by fpitting a glairy
mucus, and complaining of exceflive pain in the
part: thefe fymptoms had been 'increafing three
or four days. His mother affured me, he had
not f{wallowed any thing for thirty-fix hours,
except three or four fpoonfuls of water, in which
toafted bread had been foaked. * I could not
learn that any means had been ufed for his relief,
except keeping within doors, and making fome
external application. I ufed the Trafiors, and
very foon the fpitting fenfibly decreafed. « After
fome time he obferved thei pain ‘was wholly
gone on one fide, and much leflened on' the
other. T then direfted him to make trial how
he could fwallow; he took a tumbler of {weeten-

ed.
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EXPERIMENTS XIV,

CONSTANT FREEMAN, Efg

Chief Direftor and Governor of the Infirmary or Alms
Houfe of Bofton.

? ¢ Dr, Perkins, by requeft, vifited the
alms-houfe of this metropolis,- and made ex-
periments on {everal perfons with his celebrated
Metallic Trattors. Among thefe was one John
Patterfon, who had been in the alms-houfe fix
months with the chronic yheumatifm; two months of
which he was confined to his bed, during the other
four months he had hobbled about with crutches,
when Dr, Perkins performed the operation; fince
which he has thrown afide his crutches, and walks
only with a ftaff, which he ufes not for the rheu-
matifm, for he has none, but merely for a fup-
port, as his thigh-bone was then, and ftill remains,
diflocated.

““ Nancy Blake was alfo cured by the Door
of the rbeumatifm in her back, which had con-
ftantly afflicted her for more than three years.

¢« Lewis






(687 )

EXPERIMENT XVIL .

PIERPONT EDWARDS, Efg;

Diftrict Attorney in the Federal Court of the United
States, for the State of Conneéticut.

New Haven, O¢t. 7, 1796.
¢« A Mrs. Beers, a neighbour of mine, had
been for fourteen weeks diftrefled with the

rheumatifm to fuch a degree, that fhe was fcarcely
able to walk even with the affiftance of crutches.

« On the 2gth of September laft, the pro-
cured a fet of your Traffors, and in lefs than an

hour after fhe had begun to ufe them agreeably

to your diretions, fhe rofe from her chair, and
walked about her houfe, and on the next day fhe
went abroad to her neighbours, having thrown
afide her crutches; her fever has fince left her,
her appetite has returned, and fhe is in a fair way
to be reftored to perfet health.

It isa duty you owe yourfelf and the world,
to promulge this event.”
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¢ Mr. Bradford is a neighbour of mine, and
I have knowledge of his fon’s having been for a
great number of years feverely afflicted with the
rheumatifin to fuch a degree that he always ap-
peard to walk with great difficulty; and that
fince your metallic application, to which I was
an eye-witnefs, he has walked with apparent eafe,
and in every appearance is much amended. I
have had knowledge of the fuccefs of your
Traffors in many other inftances, and have the
firmeft belief in their general efficacy.”

EXPERIMENT. XVIII

CALVIN GODDARD, Efg

. g
Attorney at Law, and Member of the Legiflatufe of
the State of Conneélicut,

September 25th, 1796.
“I nave lately been eye-witnefs to an ex-
periment with your Z7affers, which appeared to
me a little fingular. A rough hardy labourer
had a very bad il upon the outfide of his
ancle, The limb was much fwelled from his

knee
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EXPERIMENT XIX. .

GEORGE WARNER, Efg. -

Member of the Legiflature of the State of New York,
from the City of New York.

* July 26th, 1797,

““I mave made frequent ‘experiments with
your Traffors, and fucceeded, to my furprize, in
removing rbeumatic affeitions, pains in the bead,
face, teeth, ears, fide, breaff, and back. One re-
markable cure in a cafe which was fuppofed
to.be a fpecies of the nervous fever, I will
relate.

¢ A lady who had been fick for near three
months, and had given up all hope of relief from

medical aid, fent for me.
¢ I found her very ill, and in {o feeble a flate,
as not to be able to help herfelf. A violent pain
in the head and eyes, that fhe could not bear the
light; her jaws fo much contracted that fhe was
unable to open her mouth; the root of her
tongue {welled to fuch a degree, that fhe fpoke
i) with
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EXPERIMENT XX,

JAMES GLOVER, Efg;

County of Tioga, State of New York.

“Your Traffors, which I lately purchafed
to ufe in my family, I have applied, with great
fuccefs, upon a perfon fcalded with boiling lie. A
man by the name of #%elch, who was at work In
my pot-athery, when boiling down the lie fome
of it flew into one of his eyes, which foon be-
came very much inflamed, and fwelled to fuch a
degree that he could not open it, and remained
in that fituation for the fpace of three days. After
the Traffors had been uled a few minutes, he was
able to open it, and with two applications only,
his eye was entirely free from pain and in- .
flammation, and in a fhort time was perfetly
well, although fo badly fcalded that he had de-
Ipaired of its ever recovering.”

_Fa
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number. ' Bleeding and other means have been.
ufed, but he was never before relieved of them fo
immediately. I am eonfident the 77 rafors effeCt~.
ed the cure. | r

<« Conceiving it the duty of every friend to
human happinefs to -encourage ufeful difcoveries,
I beg thou will publifh this cure.”

.

e T T L L e L e

EXPERIMENT XXIL.

v JEDEDIAH MORSE, D.D.
of Charlefton, Maflachufetts, -

Fellow uf' ‘the American' Academy of Arts and Sciences,”
Member ‘of the -Hiftorical Society of Maflachufetts,.
Author ofi the « Univerfal Geugraphy,” qlml “* Ameri-
can Gazetteer,” &c. &c.

_‘-'. ¥

« I 1ave made a fuccefsful trial of ycuf Me- |
tallic Traftors, in a number of cafes, fuch as durns,
pains in the bead, teeth,. face, ears, fide, back and
limbs,. arifing from cold. In one inftance, the
painful effects of the fing of a wa/p were entirely
removed.,  In fome .cafes I have been unfuccefss

F 3 ful,
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Newbury Port, there is a young gentleman, who,
previous to the application of the Zraffors, had
not, for fixteen years, been able to bend his body
fufficiently to reach the floor with his hand; but
whofe pains, in a few minutes afterwards, were
not only removed, but he was alfo able to reach
the floor with facility. I have not the leaft doubt
but, many afflicted children, and young perfons,
might in a fhort time be relieved from the burden
of fuch complaints*, by a feafonable and proper
ufe of the Metaliic Tratiors. |

 In confequence of your invaluable difcovery
for removing many pains of the human body,
T with you, dear 8ir, the moft ample fuccefs, and
the grateful notice and encouragement of your
fellow-citizens.”

* I apprehend that relief will not often be obtained inthis
difeafe, unlefs there is prefent a confiderable degree of pain,
as was the cafe in the above experiment,
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EXPERIMENT XXV.

Rev. CHANDLER ROBBINS, D.D.
Of Plymouth, MafTachufetts.

« SEVERAL perfons, fince you left us, have
experienced immediate relief, in various com-
plaints, by the Mezallic Trattors.

I ufed: them the day before yefterday on a
man’s hand, which was prodigioufly {welled and
painful, by a wound he received on its back, and
which was much inflamed, by his neglett in ex-
pofing it to the cold. He was relieved by that
fingle application; the {welling fubfided, and the
inflammation difappeared; fo that he went di-
xectly to work on board his veffel.. During the laf
pight it gave him no pain,”
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EXPERIMENT XXVIK

Rev. LEVI HART,
Of Prefton,

Fellow of the Univerfity at New Haven, &c..

“ ] mave been a witnefs to the fuccefsful
application of your Metallic Traéfors, in removing
rbeumatic pains and bead-achs, In repeated in-
ftances I have alfo feen excruciating pﬂfﬂ; occafioned
by contufion, removed in a few minutes by the
fame application. From perfonal obfervation,
and the information of others, I am fully fatisfied
of the utility and importance of your difcovery
for the relief of human diftrefs in various come

plaints.”
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EXPERIMENT. XXIX.

Rev. ELHANAN WINCHESTER,

Author of feveral celebrated Publications in Favour of Unia
verfal Salvation; Anfwer to Paine’s Age of Reafon;
&c. &c.

Philadelphia, April 4th, 17796.
¢« On the 25th of March 1796, I faw Dr.
Perkins’s experiment with his Metallic Trattors
tried with fuccefs, upon feveral patients in the
Alms or Bettering houfe in Philadelphia, efpecially
upon a man who was unable to lift his right-hand
to his head, as was tried before hand; but who,
in a few minutes, was able to remove it at plea-
{ure; and in my fight, put it with eafe on the top
‘of his head and back of his neck, and in all direc-
tions.

« Nearly the fame effect took place upon a
woman ; and all on whom the experiments. were
made profefled that their pains were removed ;
and feveral came voluntarily, and in my hearing
thanked the Doctor for cures he had performed
en them, about cight weeks before, in removing

pains
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knife thould have been ufed, which burned into
my leg a place about an inch in width, and three
fourths of an inch in depth. In my ftate of con-
valefcence this grew up; but the fall paft, all
that fleth which had grown in the place where the
cauftic had been ufed was, from fome caufe, again
confumed, leaving at the bottom a canker, which
conftringed the fibres, and produced continual in-
flammation and fevere pain. Such was my condi-
tion when you faw me. I applied the Traffors to
my leg, and found eafe, but knew that the carious
bone and canker would caufe a return of inflam-
mation.—1 have ufed them to the relief of a per-
fon labouring with an obftinate rbeumatifm twelve
months, feated in the knee. It has removed the
pain, the forenefs of flefh remained.—I have ufed
them upon a fea captain, who, fcarce recovered
from the Weft India fever, came upon this coaft,
and was diftrefled twenty days; loft feven hands,
and was afflicted with the gout in both his toes and
left wrift. His feet and legs were fwelled to fuch
a degree that I could {fcarce make an impreflion
upon them; and his wnift highly inflamed, and
extremely hard : the firft experiment removed the
pain, fo that he walked about the room, and the
night following refted well, and lay upon that arm
and wrift, on which he had not been able to lic for

twenty
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fluid from my leg, and have feattered it through
my whole frame. Whereupon I called a lad of
my family, and made him operate upon my
other leg, which drew down the puff on my face
in a few minutes. [ thence found, if I ufed the
Traéfors upon other perfons with my own hand,
I fhould draw. the eleétric fluid into my infirm
leg. Thefe experiments offer fome data to rea-
fon from.

[ Here follows a very ingenions differtation on the
caufe of the above phenomena; which the limits of this
swork will not permit me to introduce.)

¢« Now, Sir, as the Metallic Traflors alt upon
an eftablithed law of nature, there is no fear they
will want power fo long as the eleftric rod will
draw eleétric fire.  All the unbelief and buffoonery
of the envious will not hinder their effets. 1
think there is a foundation laid for great im-
provement in the medical art by the inguifitive
phyfiologift.

¢« P. 8. 1 have tried the Traéfors in {fmall burns
in my own family, and find they-give immediate
relief. An inflammation in the eyes was relieved

much by once operating: the patient came again,
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ADDITIONAL.REMARKS, &c.

Imn forefee that the fpeculative phyfiologift

1s- now ready to afk from the difcoverer of the
Metallic Influence his Theory, and to enquire
bow all thefe cffects, ftated in the Experiments,
are produced ?

To this I muft reply, that his theory is not
yet publithed., It i1s a favourite maxim with
Dr. P. that the judicious phyfician at firft leaves
the flowery path of {peculation, for the more ar-
duous one of experiment, and builds his theory,

fo far as is poffible, on the folid. bafis of faés. -

Thefe faéts he eftablithes by the concurring tef-
timony of his fenfes, accompanied with fuch cri-
tical and candid obfervations, as alone are com-
petent to detect a fallacy, or fupport the truth.—
The great object with Dr, Perkins was, firft to
afcertain the truth relative to the #/efulnefs as well
as the exiflence of the dilcovery. To accomplifh
this, it was not abfolutely neceffary to underftand
minutely the theory, but rather to obferve criti-
cally the effeéts. It is by thefe that the exiftence
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_prefent a zerra incognita, which none but the moft -

fortunate and experienced adventurer can explore i
yet Dr. P. will have the fatisfaltion to reflect,

that while the fa&s abide, an erroneous theory will
not

by =

volume of the Monthly Review: «“No work on 'Am'ma.I

Eleétricity, or as it is now more generally termed, on Gal-

wvanifm, has excited fo much expeftation on the continent

as this of M. Von Humboldt.—* I have been employed,”
(fays the author) “ for a number of years, in comparing
¢ certain phenomena of animal matter with the laws of
¢ inanimate nature; and I have fuccceded in. fome ex-
¢« periments, which feem to lead towards the develope-
“ ment of the chemical procefs of life. A feparated animal
*¢ organ, provided with irritable and fenfible fibres, can in
 a few feconds be raifed from the ftate of the moft pro-
¢ found inirritability, to the highelt fufceptibility of ftimuli,
« and again be reduced to its firlt condition of torpor.”

“ Treating of excitation by different metals, the author
fhews that they need not bein contact,

¢ I have feen (fays he) galvanifed fifhes, which had
¢ been decapitated half an hour before, make fuch ftrokes
¢ with the tail that the whole trunk has rifen fix inches
« above the tablé. When ] exalted their fufceptibility by
“ allzali, or b;.* oxygenated marine acid, they could fearcely
f be m.l.naged The fmalleft touch of the metal made them
L4 Jump

« After having related his obfervations on the application
of metals to the tongue, noftril, and eye, the author defcribes
the appearances and fenfations which took place on galva-
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- It muft be acknowledged, that to be able to
comprehend whatever our reafon is bent on in-
veftigating, is a fource of no {mall degree of fa-
tisfaction ; yct were we to difbelieve the exiftence
of every thing, which we are unable to compre-
hend, we muft reject three fourths of the daily
occurrences of life,

Several have been the attempts made ‘to ex-
plain the phenomena of the metallic ‘operation in
the United States. Among others, the ingeni-
ous Dr. Paughan read before the Medical Society
of Delaware, a Differtation on the Subjeét of
Animal Eleflricity, or the newly difcaovered influ-
ence of Galvani; and on that principle he at-
tempted to account for the effect of the Trafiors,
Having fince enlarged on the fubject, he has
complied with the requeft of the fociety, and
publifhed it. ~ As this Treatife is not yet re-pub-
lithed in this country, fome extracts from it will
probably be acceptable, and with thefe I fhall
conclude this Tract.

1 /
Prefatory to the work, is the following letter
from a ‘gentleman of great medical reputation, to
the author,
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« Tt muft be confefled, however, that many re-
jeét our general principle: like infidels to the
golpel, they admit .of no myfteries, and refufe to
believe what they do not comprehend. Others,
who acknowledge that”a general principle per-
vades the animal ceconomy, on which the metais
have influence, neverthelefs difpute about what
this notable power may be. Both thefe claffes .
of men ought ‘to thank you. To the one you
have given a reafon they did not apprehend; and
the other thould wifh for the beft account known,
or well underftood. For my own part, I frankly
confels I-fhall be fatisfied: with- the principle of
ANIMAL ELECTRICITY, until the phenomena are
better explained by means of fome other.

“ By publithing to the world the thoughts
which you have digefted and arranged on animal
electricity, and the manner in which it explains
the metallic operations, you will at leaft invite
difcuffion, .and may profit, with the reft of your
brethren, by the event,

With great refpe@ I am, dear Sir,
your friend and humble fervant,

Famzs Tivron.”
Wilmington,

July zoth, 1797.
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dogmatifts of feventeen centuries, Yet there are
few dilcoveries in the healing art, but what meet
with tumultuous oppofition from the congregat-
ed legions of prejudice, ignorance, and ambition.
Some nominal philofophers difbelieve every pro-
pofition that does not accord with the dottrines
of their anceftors; and others are {o extremely 1i-
liberal as to difcard every new principle in which
they can have no claim to NTEREST. A glaring
example of the latter we have in the degrading
denunciations of the European philofophers, when
the illuftrious ' Dr. Franklin’s dilcovery of "the
identity of lightning and elettricity was, firft de-
livered to the.world. A fecond, no lefs true,
we have in- the‘difcovery of Dr. Perkins's Metal-
Jic ITifluence, which will, like the 'furmer, arife
triumphant amidft the counter, but futile vocife-
ration of prejudice and ignorance. Some reject
the latter becaufe they were not the difcoverers.
Others queftion the teftimony of their fenfes,
becaufe they cannot explain the wodus aperandi,
by referring it to the old doétrines of Van
Helmont, Doleus, or Stahl. Yet the happy day
is perhaps not far diftant, when envy mufl fall a
facrifice to TRuTH, and behold this problem ac-
counted for on a native law of the animal ccco-
nomy.

“ That
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tratted once or twice. Hence the application of
metals is one of the beft and moft delicate tefts
for afcertaining the leaft poflible degree of muf-
cular irricability, After having. been wholly in-
fenfible to' the impreflions of all other fimuli, they
may be re-excited, on the application of their
native ftimulus.

¢ Although we cannot with precifion fay
why hominal elefricity fhould be fufceptible
of metals only, yet the fatt is inconteftable,
and fanétioned by the experiments of thofe
gentlemen  afore-mentioned, whofe veracity is
. unqueftionable. It is alfo further fubftantiated
by the difcovery of Dr. Perkins’s Metallic Traétors
for removing pains and topical affections. The
' Doctor obferved to me that he had made trial
of all the warious metals, but none are {o effec-
tual as thofe of which his Traffors are compofed.
This difcovery is as important in the healing art,
as it 1s novel in the fcience of phyfiology, and
all that remains, to illuftrate its efficacy, is a
rational and philofophical demonftration of the
principle itfelf, and an explanation of the modus
operandi on the eftablifhed laws of the animal
ceconomy. ‘This, however, is confidered pro-
blematical by fome, and by others it is pofitively
difcarded.
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lalgia, phlegmons, cynanchies, opthalmias, pleu-
ritic pains, {pafmodic cholics, burns and fcalds,
paronychiz, contufions, atonic gout, fpontaneous
hemorrhages, herpes, eryfipelas, &c. with many

other topical affeGions which might be enume-
rated if neceffary. The T7affors fhould be car-
ried to fome diftance from the part affected,
along the courfe of the larger nerves; and in ob-
ftinate and fixed pains of long ftanding, the ope-
ration fhould be continued until a flight inflam-
mation 1s excited ; but in er)rﬁpflﬁs, and other fu-
perficial inflammaticns, the operation fhould be
very light on the inflamed part, and principally
confined to the edges of the tumour. In re-
moving pains from the head, the hair thould be
perfectly free from pomatum, or other adipofe
{ubftances; and all parts on which the TracTORS
are ufed fhould be free from f{weat, oils, &c.
In pleurifies, cholics, &c. a diaphorefis not un-
frequently fucceeds their operation, and fometimes
faintnefs is produced, by the fudden abftra&ion of
nervous energy. Ina cafe of cephalalgia, if the
pain is confined to the fore part of the head, it is
immaterial whether the hair is pomatumed or
not. A few days fince I awoke with a moft
rending head-ach, unaccompanied with fever; I
delayed the operation fome hours, on account of

H‘F}f







€ o

dinate. This fhews a correfpondence in effecty’
but the modes of operation are diametrically op-
pofite; The former is by an indireét organic
procefs; the latter by a direct and {pecific opera-
tion; and all pretenfions towards identity are pre=«
cluded by the diverf(ity of their effeéts on burns
and phlegmons as before mentioned.  Phlegmons, .
and other topicdl affections; are owing to an in-
ternal or external irritation on the nerves of a
particular part, by means of which the veflels
of the part are alfo brought into aétion, and not
unfrequently the whole vafcular fyftem a&s in

concert, from a fympathetic harmony pnmmvaily
eftablithed,

“ Spontancos Hemorrbages are thofe which de=
pends on a local excefs of tone or eleétricity, de- -
nominated (by the illuftrious Cullen ) a Hemorra
hagic effort.

¢« IHerpes are the produ& of a morbid or ex-
ceflive excitement in the veflels of the cutis; the
incruftation 1s formed by exceflive attion. The
metals remove this inordinate action by abftract-
ing the extra degree of eletricity ; corrofive lo-
tions deftroy the morbid ation by corrofion, and
H - Induce
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They fhould never be ufed on the back, during
the exiftence of:the catamenia. = Befides thofe cafes
in which they have already been found fuccefsful,
future experience will probably develope many
others,, in which they 'will ‘prove. equally effi-
cacious.

« The Traffors will alfb, in. all probability,
fucceed betl:er in the hands of fome perfons than
others. For example :—Many people are re-
markable for an extreme luftre in their eyes;
fome are fo much electrified naturally as to Thew
evident figns of it when a fenfible electrometer
has been' applied to them; and others have ma-
nifefted an extreme fenfibility of even the {fmalleft
degree of ele@ricity, infomuch that they would
be affeéted by a flath of lightning, though fo re-
mote that the thunder could not be heard. All
this evinces that electricity, fo far from being
noxious, bears a very aéive and falutary part
in the animal ceconomy, which will probably lead
to more important refearches on this interefting
fubject, and incite future travellers to explore the
remalning terra incognita.”







