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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE * TIMES” AND
“ CHRONICLE."

TO
THE GOVERNORS OF ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL.

My Lorps AND GENTLEMEN,

Hap a vacancy in the Surgical Staff occurred at an
earlier period, I should have offered myself as a candidate,
in order to afford the Governors an opportunity of emanci-
pating the Institution from the system of discreditable
proceeding which has characterised former elections; but
disapproving as I do ofthese appointments being decided
by personal solicitation and favour, I am disinclined at
the present time to engage in this mode of competition
with gentlemen several years my juniors. I shall, how-
ever, have the honour of submitting to your consideration
some circumstances connected with the last election, and
exemplifying the prejudicial consequences of the system.

I have the honour to be, my Lords and Gentlemen,
Your obedient humble servant,

Epwin LEE.
13, Curzon Street, Jan. 20, 1848. '

PROTEST

Presented to the Chairman of the Special Board of Go-
vernors, convened jfor the election of an Assistant-Sur-
geon to St. George's Hospital.

I cannor allow the present occasion to pass without re-
cording my protest-against the system which has prevailed,
—of the medical officers being virtually suffered to deter-
mine beforehand the succession to vacancies in the staff ;
a system liable to great abuse, and no less prejudicial to
the interests of the Hospital, and to the advance of medi-
cal science, than unjust to those candidates who, having
claims, are induced to come forward upon the Secretary’s
public requisition, which is thus rendered a formal
mockery ; and which tends to lead gentlemen, looking for-
ward 1o these appointments, rather to have rvecourse to
means of currying favour with those in office, than to seck
to merit them by honorable emulation in a fair and profes-
sional competition,

EpwiN LEE.

February 4, 1848,
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TO

THE GOVERNORS OF ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL.

My Lorps AND (GENTLEMEN,

Uron the occurrence of a vacancy in the surgical
staff, of the hospital to which I have been attached
since 1824, I feel myself called upon to submit to
your consideration some circumstances connected with
the preceding election which caused so high a degree of
excilement among the profession, and in which so many
of you took an active part, in order the more fully to
exemplify the prejudicial results of the system of the
medical officers being virtually suffered to fill up va-
cancies, to the manifest injustice to individuals possess-
ing strong claims; for although the gentleman who will
now occupy the vacant post—to whose zeal and assiduity
in the service of the Hospital, all who know him will
bear testimony—may be qualified to do honour to the
Institution ; yet, the principle being bad in itself, this is
no guarantee that upon future occasions there may not be
a recurrence of proceedings which all well-wishers to the
Hospital, and those who have the interests of the profession
at heart will not cease to deplore. Moreover as a large
proportion of the Governors of the Hospital are also mem-
bers of the Legislature, I will avail myself of this oppor-
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tunity briefly to shew the bearing of the present mode of
electing medical officers in hospitals upon the question of
medical reform, together with the consequences of the
actual system of our medical organization, (appealing
more to facts than opinions, and to the opinions of others
when unprejudiced, rather than to my own, which might
be considered unduly biassed,) and respecting which it
is to be regretted so little information, with a disincli-
nation to legislate, should prevail — such indifference
presenting a striking contrast to the high interest with
which the state of the medical profession—a subject
coming home to the bosom of every family—was discussed
in the French Chambers,
[ have the honour to remain,
My Lords and Gentlemen,
“ Your most obedient humble Servant,
Epwin LEE.
13, Curzon Street, Febroary 1848.

Ox the last vacancy in the surgical staff of the hospital,
a gentleman no less highly esteemed in the profession as
a teacher and practitioner than for his private worth, who
had already stood three contests, declined again to come
forward, and perhaps subject himself to another reverse
in competing with junior candidates, observing in the ecir-
cular which be sent round to the governors,

“ Against the powerful influence so unceasingly exercised
over the medical officers of the hospital, to the prejudice
of my just claims, I feel it is impossible for me to succeed,

* This meeting, (of the medical staff,) virtually operat-
ing to the prevention of all fair and open competition, was
held six days before the vacancy actually took place, or
could be publicly anmounced to the governors at large.
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“ Under these cireunmstances, injurious to the interests
of the charity as to the character of its medical school, 1
no longer seek an office which I could not hold without
a sacrifice of the principles from which it is well known
I have never swerved.

“ The strong expression of feeling in reference to these
lamentable proceedings, which, within the last few days
had reached me from a large body of the governors, af-
fords evidence, I am willing to hope, of a reaction which,
though too late for my individual advantage, will tend to
the future elevation of hospital surgery.

“ This combined support of the medical officers, in the
present state of the affairs of the hospital, would preclude
the possibility of the success of any other individual, what-
ever his qualifications might be.

“Tf, in our medical institutions, the governors delegate
their elective powers to the medical officers without any
reservation of private judgment, they must not be sur-
prised if young men are induced to trust to their advance-
ment, rather to the favour of those in power, than to their
own talent and industry in the acquirement and improve-
ment of professional knowledge; and much anxiety, ex-
pense, and heartburning, and ultimate disappointment,
would be avoided by dispensing altogether, on the part of
governors, with the privilege thus rendered merely nomi-
nal, of holding the appointments in their own hands.”

As the circumstances which oceurred at the meeting of
the medical staff (which was attended by all its members
but one, Dr. W.,) are unknown to the governors, I think
it right to state them such as they have come to my
knowledge, in order that the transaction may be viewed
in its proper light. The then senior physician proposed,
that in order o prevent the censurable occurrences which
had atiended former elections, it would be best for them
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to give their collective support to the candidate who
should have the majority of their votes. This seemingly
fair proposition was acceded to, Dr. ——, having doubtless
secured his majority beforehand, the two preceding phy-
sicians’ vacancies being filled up without contest by
friends of his, who had not, in as far as T know, superior
claims. The vacaney caused by the retirement of Mr.
B. being then announced, a gentleman was proposed as
the fittest candidate for the assistant surgeoncy, to be sup-
ported by the staff, whose qualifications I should be sorry
to be thought to disparage, but whose name had not, I
believe, been before the profession in any public man-
ner except as secretary to the committee for presenting a
medal to one of the surgeons, whom he had assisted in
his private practice, on his retirement from the hospital.
Some of those present expecting that a senior gentleman,
who during several years had been co-lecturer with them
in the hospital school, would have been proposed, thus,
being in a minority, found themselves drawn into the
obligation of either opposing their colleague or of remain-
ing neuter. It may perhaps occasion surprise that a phy-
sician should interfere so actively in the surgical depart-
ment, but that most persons would consider that the same
influence which several years before was said in a medical
periodical to have made the hospital a “ focus of in-
trigue,” was also exerted upon this occasion through the
ostensible agency of another. The plan, however, failed ;
for many of the subscribers had become aware of the
proceedings which had entailed upon the hospital an
unenviable notoriety, and Mr. being an active can-

vasser, oblained a majority over the staff. When it
seemed most likely that this would be the case, the re-
tired surgeon alluded to, though professing to take no part
in the contest, nevertheless sent for the more successful
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candidate, and threatened to bring up at the eleventh hour
a sufficient number of votes to overbalance his majority.

I may perhaps, on the present occasion, be allowed to
say a few words respecting myself. Having entered the
profession as an articled pupil of the College of Surgeons,
attended the courses of London and Paris during my ap-
prenticeship, and filled the office of house-surgeon to St.
George’s Hospital, notwithstanding the unfair opposition
of one of the surgeons who attempted to supersede my
claims in favour of one of his protegés—(though I had
the promise of the surgeon whose turn it was to nominate,
and was the senior pupil)—I afterwards competed for
the house-surgeoncy of the Birmingham Hospital ; and so
highly were my testimonials thought of, that although
opposed to a candidate who had been a pupil in the
hospital, and consequently possessing the local interest,
my opponent obtained the majority of one vote only. I
then passed some time on the continent, attending the
medical institutions and investigating points of practice
which at that time were not much known in England,
but which I endeavoured to cause to be justly appre-
ciated. Among these subjects was lithotrity, upon which
I gave public demonstrations in London and some of the
larger provincial towns, which were attended by many
distinguished practitioners, and afterwards obtained the
Jacksonian Prize, when the advantages of this method of
operating, as compared with lithotomy, was the subject
proposed by the College.,

My subsequent journeys abroad having enabled me to
make myself better acquainted with.continental modes of
practice, I always made the results known in England
when likely to be useful, not without considerable sacri-
fice of lime and means. On the more recent occasion
likewise, when alterations were contemplated in the pro-
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fession, having had many opportunities of contrasting the
prejudicial effects of the working of our deficient medical
organization with the more complete systems of regula-
tion adopted abroad, I gave at my own cost an account
of these modes of organization; whereas, when similar
information was required in France, Austria, and Prussia,
with a view to reforms in the profession of those coun-
tries, properly qualified medical men were commissioned
to travel at the expense of government in order to report
upon the subject. Having, therefore, always endeavoured
to render to the profession such services as my opportu-
nities and limited means allowed, I would gladly have
engaged in a sphere of useful activity, by being attached to
the medical staff of the hospital where I was educated ; and
though disapproving of the mode in which hospital ap-
pointments are usually obtained in England—viz., by
personal favour and solicitation—as being derogatory to
the dignity of the profession as well as prejudicial to the
interests of these institutions, and of the community ;
nevertheless, on the last vacancy I intimated my intention
of offering myself as a candidate. The succession was
however (as has been already seen) arranged before the
vacancy was announced; and a gentleman, formerly on
the hospital staff, told me that my coming forward would
be useless, the staff having decided upon supporting the
candidate referred to. On my adverting to the secretary’s
requisition for candidates to send in their testimonials,
(mine being from distinguished continental surgeons, which,
though considering that some of them have spoken of me
greatly beyond my merits, I yet deem it right, in self-
justification, to append,) although my claims were ad-
mitted to be valid, yet the reply I received was, “ Oh!
but you know how these things are managed;” and
indeed, from the experience which I had had of

.
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former elections, in which my colleague in the house-
surgeoncy had been engaged, 1 had no reason to ex-
pect anything but defeat; and not being inclined use-
lessly to enter the arena of unbecoming contention, I
declined putting to trouble or inconvenience those gover-
nors who would have felt disposed to vote for me. The
great dissatisfaction occasioned by the proceedings at that
election, and openly expressed by many of the governors,
would, however, have induced me to come forward had a
vacancy again occurred within two or three years; but at
the present time, I think it would have been an injustice
to my professional position, to subject myself to be de-
feated by engaging with juniors in a mode of competi-
tion for which I am but little caleulated, and from which
I am strongly averse.

It is well known to many that the succession to hospital
appointments has been made a matter of direct pecuniary
arrangement. I will not, however, dwell upon the occur-
rences which have taken place at other hospitals, but
would ask, is it surprising, if elections are so condueted, that
the proceedings of the medical corporations should have
been attended with so great abuses, when it is consi-
dered that the hospitals serve as stepping-stones to
positions in the councils of these bodies; that as con=
sequences of those abuses so many qualified persons being
precluded from the chance of advancing themselves by
the direct means professed to be acted upon, should find

the prospects with which they set out destroyed; that in-
stead of a spirit of harmony in well-doing, professional en-

mity and jealousies should continue to be rife, and indirect
actions of all kinds tending to lower the profession in

public estimation should be had recourse to; or that such
numbers, after having expended tlieir means and the best

years of their lives, should fail in obtaining an honourable
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livelihood ; many, doubtless, considering themselves to be
individually unfortunate, when, in fact, the cause is more
frequently aftributable to the system pursued.®

“ The object of the subscribers,” observes a physician,
who has published a brochure on hospital elections,t “ is to
find the most fitling man to carry out their intentions,
and common sense teaches us that this should be done
in the most simple manner, without entailing unnecessary
trouble on any party, and with all respect to the private
feelings of the candidates, and also to the dignity of the
medical profession. The present plan is this: a vacancy
is declared in the newspapers; then follows advertise-
ments by all the candidates; next the sending of circu-
lars or testimonials; then canvassing personally or by
friends; and lastly comes the main difficulty of getting
voters who have promised to the poll; the real object of
electing the most competent individual is thus put entirely
out of the question. It is apparently never thought of;
and consequently the result of the poll is not necessarily
a proof of any other thing than the activity with which
the successful candidate has advertised and canvassed.
When we examine the system more closely it is really
astonishing that the profession should submit to its exist-
ence for a moment. It is expected that individuals hold-
ing the position of gentlemen in a learned profession
should advertise and give their pretlensions publicity to
the utmost of their power. Now, if there were no other
act than this, it would be sufficient in itself to condemn
the whole proceeding. There is nothing more repugnant

* ] have already alluded to highly qualified gentlemen connected
with 8t. George's, who have been obliged to emigrate or abandon the profes-
sion. Though it is not to be expected that all should oceupy positions to
which their qualifications may entitle them ; yet all have a right to a fair

chance in competition. .
+ Observations on the present Mode of Nominating in Appointments to

Public Medical Charities. By J. Sutherland, M.D.
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to the feelings of a man of true honour than to adopt such
a measure.”

It follows as a natural consequence of the prevailing
method, that instead of endeavouring to excel by honour-
able exertion, many who aspire to these appointments,
rather seek by what means they may best ingratiate
themselves with those who are most likely to forward
their views. That many who have been elected under
this system have reflected a lustre upon the profession,
and have greatly contributed to the advancement of me-
dical knowledge, is no argument in its favour, for distin-
guished men will arise in spite of any system, how bad
soever it may be ; though their number will be thereby
greatly restricted. At the period of Sir A. Cooper’s de-
cease a leading article appeared in a medical periodical
referring to the career of this distinguished surgeon for the
edification of students, as an instance of what may be
accomplished by talent and application, and it is usual for
lecturers to descant upon these qualities in their introduc-
tory discourses, It is doubtless laudable and with a good
intention that inducements such as these are held out to
pupils to exert themselves, but their expectations should
not be 1oo highly raised, for though it may be true that in
the long run these means tend to ensure success, how
many are there not who become exhausted during the
course. Indeed, there are few persons acquainted with
the present state of the profession in this country who
are not well aware that without the adventitious aid of
fortune or patronage, unaided talent, diligence, and perse-
verance, how great soever, would very rarely suffice to
raise their possessor to distinction; and were it not for
the circumstance of Sir A. Cooper’s having been placed
by his uncle in the position of lecturer and hospital sur-
geon, his name might never have been heard of, and his
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talents would probably have been buried in some obscure
locality.,

As contrasting with the foregoing instance and further
illustrating the pernicions consequences of the present
exclusive system in electing to hospital appointments, 1
will subjoin an extract from the last introductory lecture
of the late Mr. Dermott, for many years a zealous
teacher in London, and whose case, in being excluded
from the fellowship, was brought before Parliament, as
one of the many examples of injustice perpetrated under
the charter granted to the College of Surgeons ; which
exclusion tended to the further destruction of his health.
Speaking of those lecturers who hold out high expecta-
tions 1o students, Mr. Dermott observed :—

“They will tell you perhaps what Hunter did, the
immortal eminence he attained, and that emolument and
fame lie before you—ready for your grasp. But these are
untruths, gentlemen, and most cruel untruths, because they
are calculated to deceive you; and those who are the pro-
mulgators of them are fully aware that ere long sad ex-
perience will prove to you that what 1 am about to tell
you is but too true. I do not want to discourage you, but
we must know the malignant evils which corrupt medical
society, in order to get rid of them ; and you should not be
deceived by delusive prospects. These © professors,’
gentlemen, in their 'ini.mductﬂry lectures, point to a falla-
cious meteor; they tell you of the bright sunshine of
public approbation, but when you arrive at the summit of
the eminence, you find a deep and dark gulf of monopoly
separating you from the object for which you first started
—the reward of public favour, and reasonable pecuniary
emolument,—great fees, golden tolls, family patronage,
are the passports over this gulf of corruption, as though
talent, family interest, morality, and money, were gene-
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rally, or even necessarily, combined in the same indi-
vidual.” _
¢ We have the golden bar of exclusiveness put up
between the mass of pupils at large and the favoured few.
The industrious pupils after spending their money and
time in London, return from the metropolis in shoals with
empty pockets, heartless and prospectless, and are in
mockery told that the profession is overstocked. Some
having no solid reward in sight as a stimulus to study,
sink into idleness and dissipation, whilst the least meri-
torious, the most-monied and family-patronized pass
through the wicket and over the suspension-bridge of
monopoly. This is absolutely the state of the medical
profession. We have dresserships, house-surgeoncies,
appointments in the army and navy, lectureships, physi-
cianships, and surgeoncies to public institutions, and in
fact to all medical offices of trust obtained by purchase,
private patronage, and chicanery. Personal solicitations,
begging or canvassing from door to door, sycophantish
placards and advertisements, are had recourse to— asystem
which degrades the medical man below the most paltry
shopkeeper whose favour he solicits —is a blasphemy and
insult to the very name of science, and reduces the whole
of the profession to a placarding, favour-begging, and ad-
vertising body of the lowest and most servile stamp. As
the results of this system, we have the dastardly board-
room brawls, and intrigue of party and private interests,
whence spring the horrid jealousies, narrow-minded feel-
ings, and bad actions which dishonour the medical pro-
fession, and which proved the death-blow even of John
Hunter.
“ There is in our present system encouragement to vice
and discouragement to morality ; there is preferment with-
out talent, not preferment as the result of it. Our uni-
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versities and hospitals are so many ‘ rotten boroughs,’
where a system of favoritism and private initerest is fostered,
And thus are science and human life in this country made
the victims of private interest and party cabal.

“ We have the non-medical governors of our institutions
called upon to do what it is impossible they can do, viz.
to judge of the comparative medical merits of candidates.
Thus the vast majority are decided by mere ¢ hearsay,’
which at best is a most treacherous informant ; and thus
are the governors made the mere tools of the medical
officers already in power.

“ Let us vefer o the evidence of Mr. King, given before
the Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry into Medical
Education, in the year 1834, He stated, that during his
career in Paris he obtained many professional honorary
appointments. He obtained the distinction of being a
member of the ecole pratigue at the first concours on the
first attempt. He next obtained by similar concours an
appointment as dresser at the public hospitals, and after
that he competed for the prizes which are given every
year after public concours to the members of the ecole
pratique. The next year he competed for the interne,
which is somewhat similar to the office of house-surgeon
to our hospitals ; and on the second concours he obtained
the nomination of provisionary inferne for the following
year ; on the third concours in the hospital, he was elected
the second interne at the Hétel Dieu. At the time Mr.
King was elected he had the good fortune to be unani-
mously chosen ; and his name being most conspicuously
an English one, and the trial public, the question arose
whether or not, being a foreigner, he was eligible. After
some deliberation, it was decided that foreigners should
be admitted to the concours, and that they were eligible ;
and the expressions used by the reporter on that occasion
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were, ¢ that the council being influenced by motives of a
high national order, had in their wisdom declared that
France was the country of all the talents that would
honour and serve her.’

¢ At the end of each year Mr. King obtained a prize ;
and during his service at the hospitals, he obtained by
concours the gold medal which is given for the best
register of cases and the best reports thereon. Mr. King
further stated, that ¢ the men who distinguished themselves
at concours are those on whom the eye of government is
constantly fixed for the conferment of public honours and
trusts.” Mr. King afterwards unfortunately came to
England. ‘I was then not admitted,’ says he, ‘for ex-
amination at the College of Surgeons until after making
several applications. There was considerable delay and
deliberation.’

« He became a candidate for the assistant-surgeoncy to
St. George’s Hospital; but the result was that he was
given to understand by one of the full surgeons of the
institution, that no man had any chance of becoming
hospital surgeon unless he had been an apprentice or
pupil to the hospital. Thus a man may be reduced to
beggary in England by pursuing the same course which
infallibly leads to the highest distinctions in France,—for
preferment medical men will not get in England without
patvonage. Poor King in leaving a foreign land to ex-
ercise his talents in his own country, fell from prosperity,
lost sight of all his bright prospects of future advancement,
and died the vietim of despair.” *

Analogous cases to that of Mr. King are but too com-
mon, (though seldom brought prominently before the

* Sir (. Bell, Mr. Carpue, and many other distinguished members of the

profession, may also be cited as instances that success in practice is not in
England dependent upon high qualifications.
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public) in the present over-crowded state of the profession,
respecting which the “ Medical Gazette ” (March, 1846,)
remarked :—

“A contemporary has suggested that it would be a
benefit to the profession if the universities and colleges
of the United Kingdom were prohibited from granting
diplomas for several years, and arbitrary as such a rule
may appear, we verily believe that it would be attended
with less evil to the community and to the profession it-
self than the continuance of the practice here brought to
light, viz. of sending out yearly on the population of this
country an army of 269 physicians, 660 surgeons, and 373
apothecaries, deriving their qualifications from sixteen dif-
ferent systems of study, and receiving their licences to
practise from so many different colleges, universities, and
societies,”

This in fact is the chief of those evils resulting from the
absence of legislative contirol, or superintendence over the
various bodies to which is intrusted the charge of medical
affairs, whence the profession is actually in a more dis-
organised state than it was in a neighbouring country
prior to the revolution at the close of the last century.
In consequence of the competition which has long pre-
vailed between these bodies to induce candidates to pre-
sent themselves for examination, the object of the majority
of students is to obtain with as little trouble and expense
as possible the certificates requisite to enable them to pass
the short and simply #iva voce examination, which cannot
under any circumstances be considered a sufficient test of
capabilities, but it becomes scarcely an apology for a test
when the examiners have a direct pecuniary interest in the
numbers of those examined, which it is hardly necessary
to say is peculiar to this country. I have already shewn
how strikingly this system stands in contrast as regards
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its effects, with the methodical plan of studies and the
various examinations to which those who enter the medi-
cal profession in continental countries are subjected, and
the following corroborative observations of a medical tra-
veller, with reference to the Vienna school, will further
illustrate this difference. * Thus we find that, according
to this very extensive and well-arranged course, not only
is the routine of subjects accurately defined, but the stu-
dent is obliged strictly to adbere to them in the manner
and order marked out by the board of medical directors.
I cannot too sirongly admire or recommend the practice,
more especially as it is one whose adoption in Great
Britain would be a vast improvement of medical edu-
cation. In England, with few exceptions, (and even
in those exceptions the kind of instruction is very meagre,)
there is little or no preparatory education required by the
different colleges or licensing bodies. The student is at
perfect liherty to attend what lectures he pleases, and how
many he will first attend, the object not being how he
can best prepare his mind by initiatory degrees for the
more mature branches of study, but how he can soonest,
easiest, and cheapest become possessed of the certificates
of attendance upon these lectures, a large majority of
which lectures he has never heard, nay, may never have
seen the lecturer till he comes to purchase from him the
necessary certificates, There being no tests required as
to his knowledge of any of the subjects, he is supposed
to study till the hour of his examination, still some years
distant a great number of them have never cost him an
hour's thought or reading; and when the examination
does arrive, the chances that he is never asked a question,
except upon anatomy, surgery, and a little physiology,
are, in the chief licensing institutions in Great Britain,
so slight as almost to amount to a certainty. Hospitals
1
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and practical subjects are attended to long before the
theory has ever been learned. The pupil really walks the
hospital without acquiring a definite knowledge of any
one thing: he witnesses operations of which he neither
understands the rationale nor the cause, except by his
grinder during a few hard months’ study prior to his exa-
mination, the result of which more frequently depends
upon his memory thanupon his practical knowledge. He
is never once called upon to test or exercise his acquire-
ments, until the hour before he receives a license to prac-
tise, and too frequently he finds at the conclusion of his
studies that he has begun at the wrong end. As matters
now stand, this is not the student’s fault, but the fault
of those who have or ought to have the direction of
his studies and pursuits. The contrast with Austria
and the Medical Schools of the Continent generally, may
be learned from an examination of the programmes of the
different lectures. Moreover, as in the clinques, so also
in the lectures, the students are examined by the professor
at the end of every six months, twelve at a time, as to
their proficiency in the subject of each course of lectures
they have attended, before they are permitted to passto a
higher class.*

After these studies the medical candidate must pass two
examinations; the first being accessory, the second is en-
tirely practical. He must further write a Latin disserta-
tion, and defend it against four disputants; after which he
obtains the diploma of Doctor, which, however, confers
no license to practise, until he has passed the rigorous
theoretical and practical state examination.

This great abuse in the English system has been re-
peatedly adverted to in the medical periodicals. Thus
the ¢ Medical Gazette ” lately observed : ** The mercenary

* Wilde's Austria ; its Literary, Scientific, and Medical Institutions.
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competition which exists among the licensing bodies of
Great Britain and Ireland, is the secret cause of the de-
aradation of the profession. Rules are relaxed, and the
fees for diplomas are reduced, in order to attract candi-
dates; and young men may become physicians or surgeons
at an age which renders it quite certain, that either their
preliminary or their medical education must have been
shamefully neglected. Until this scandalous competition
is suppressed, there can be but little hope that the profes-
sion will assume that respectable position in the social
scale to which it is justly entitled. When every street in
the metropolis and in great provincial towns is overrun
with medical practitioners, the schools and colleges vie
with each other in lowering fees and in reducing the
period of study and amount of qualifications fo a mini-
mum. Under these circumstances, it is not surprising
that English medical practitioners should everywhere
complain that they are unable to live by the practice of
their profession.” *

Thus, also, a quarterly periodical of this year says:—
“We hope this speech (Count Montalembert's in the
French Chamber) will serve as a warning to ministers of
state and legislators, not to seek to pervert a learned pro-
fession into an instrument of political influence, nor, in
avoiding this error, to fall into another, which is far more
likely to happen in this country, or rather which has
-already happened to a great extent, and which it must be
the business of the legislature to cure: that of smrender-
ing the profession to be mismanaged by certain great
medical corporations for their own selfish and ambitious
purposes. It is a disgrace to our legislature that they
have made no progress hitherto in the cure of evils of the
nature of which they are or ought to be fully aware.

* September 18th, 1847,
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Far be it from us to desire the destruction of our medical
colleges ; but our legislators will never make any progress
in the cure of the intolerable anomalies and grievances of
medical legislation if they do not resolve to turn a deaf
ear to remonstrances proceeding from such bodies as are
founded, as they too generally are, on selfish and excluo-
sive views; and if they do not base their measures on
public interests alone, to which the whole machinery of
medical schools, colleges, and incorporations, ought in all
reason to be altogether subordinate and subservient.,”*

“ It is easy,’ says Count Montalembert,t * to plead a
cause in a narrow spirit, but this is not the way to gain
and excite the sympathy of legislative assemblies, whose
duty it is to watch over the welfare of the general

* REdinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, January, 1848.

The following comparison of the number of Candidates examined and
rejected at the College of Physicians, (Licentiates,) the College of Surgeons,
and the Apothecaries’ Company, during 11 years—1823-33—shows that the
rejections are less numerous in proportion as the fee is large ; and, as may be
seen from the large lists published in the papers, of those who now pass the
examinations no alteration is likely to be effected unless by legislative in-
terference.

Rejected Fees paid |

Examined.| Rejected. |out of 100 npl;j;:':]:d

examined. | oo didate,

£ =
College of Physicians 133 7 53 56 17
Gnllge of SBu yﬁeﬂm 4621 316 69 22 0
Apothecaries’ Company 4843 666 13-8 Gorl0f

Medical Almanack, 1841,
4 Speech before the Chamber of Peers.

+ Six guineas for those intending to practise in the country—ten for Lon-
don practitioners.
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body of the nation, and not yield up the commonwealth
to the depredation of special interests within its bosom.”

The laxity of examination was formerly such that, ac-
cording to the evidence of Mr. Guthrie, (himself a mem-
ber of the council,) as quoted by Sir James Clark, many
were allowed to pass “ who could not spell very common
words in their native language.” “ What the acquire-
ments of the candidates for the college diploma were
before 1836, Mr. Guthrie does not inform us; but such it
seems is the deplorable state of ignorance of those per-
mitted to pass the Royal College of Surgeons. Are men
so educated worthy of being intrusted with the important
duties attached to the ordinary medical attendants of the
community ¢ Is it surprising that quacks and quackery
should thrive when such is the education of the regular
practitioner? Such a state of things ought not to exist
1n a civilized country, and would not have existed at the
present day had the institutions entrusted with the regu-
lation of medical education done their duty.” *

The remark of Sir James Clark, some years ago, applies
equally to the late examinations before the medical regis-
tration committee: “ It would appear that the members of
the medical corporations are alone consulted upon the
subject, and that they, as might be expected, are strenu-
ously exerting themselves, to obtain all they can for his
own institution, while the claims and feelings of the great
body of the profession seem likely to be lost sight of.
Permit me, however, most respectfully to remark that it
1s the general practitioner whom a sound measure of me-
dical reform is most calculated to benefit. Let me re-
wind you also that it is they who are principally calling
for reform, and who, believing that they have little to ex-
pect at the hands of the present medical bodies, look to

* Letter to Sir James Graham,
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the legislature through you, sir, to improve their posi-
tion.” * :

With reference to the College of Physicians, the journal
already quoted farther remarks: “ If it be the case that
the College of Physicians have granted an extra licence
on a trivial examination of less than an hour, it reflects
disgrace on the College. We do not wish to specify
cases, but we could easily show that the fellowship has
been conferred on men who were good classical scholars,
but mostill-informed in the profession.” (May 1846.) Thus,
also, the author of the article on Medical Reform in the
Quarterly Review, says, “ Young men with the smallest
possible amount of medical science were at once admitted
as fellows, while some of the most accomplished and ex-
perienced physicians remained in the ranks of the licen-
tiates. Nor was this all. No regulation was thought to
be necessary as to medical education ; the degree of M.D.,
which in itself means little or nothing, as there are uni-
versities where it may be purchased for a few pounds,
with two years’ residence at any university, being all that
was required, the consequence was that many were ad-
mitied as licentiates, and even as fellows, whose medical
education was inferior to that which has been for some
years required of the apothecary.”

On the College recently applying to Government for a
new charter to empower it to include within its juris-
diction all physicians in England and Wales of a given

* & We cannot look with much confidence to this source of amendment

(the corporations). The eorporations are all independent of each other;
there is no bond of union between them. They have to legislate for a pro-
fession, the different branches of which are necessarily much connected with
each other, but they all act separately. They are responsible only to them-
selves and to the slow operation of public opinion, and we cannot shut
our eyes to the fact, that their interests are not always identical with those
of the public."—Arficle on Medical Reform in Quarterly Review.
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age, without examination, but on paying a certain fee,
the animus is sufficiently apparent; indeed offers of the
fellowship have been made to individuals, which in one
instance to my knowledge were declined ; and Dr. Hodg-
kin in his recent pamphlet observes, “ It remains to
be seen what effect will ultimately be produced on the
body of general practitioners in consequence of many of
their number voluntarily seeking the distinetion of licen-
tiates which with no little injustice to the original
licentiates has been offered to them by the college.”

It would be impossible to estimate the amount of in-
jury produced by the facilities afforded of obtaining
licences to practise, the profession being thereby deluged
with a host of ill-qualified practitioners, between whom
and those who by diligent labour have entitled themselves
to confidence, the public is frequently unable to diseri-
minate, inasmuch as all hold the same title. Some
idea of the extent to which this abuse has been carried
may be formed from the following circumstance recorded
a few months ago in the medical journals:—“ A pastry=~
cook of Taunton was able in the course of a twelvemonth'’s
residence in London to obtain the cettificates requisite for
passing the examination at the College of Surgeons, the
authorities of which institution, on being made acquainted
with the manner in which the diploma had been obtained,
applied to the new member to return it, which, having
paid for and passed their examination, he declined to do,
and continues to practise homopathy wnder its sanction,
Another person also obtained the diploma of the college
by means of false certificates, which implied that he was
attending lectures at a period when it was proved that he
was acting as an assistant elsewhere. A correspondent
of the Lancet moreover states, that there are many other
persons who have obtained the diploma of the college,
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with no more medical education than a two years’ attend-
ance on lectures. Thus it would appear provided the parties
presenting themselves for examination are prepared to pay
the fees, no very rigid investigation of their qualifications
as to the important duty of taking charge of the health of
the community need be apprehended by them. Never-
theless some of the examiners before the Medical Parli-
amentary Committee, aver that the system works well.*

“ The system in our college,” says Mr. Lawrence, ¢ is
as perfect as possible. I think it answers all the pur-
poses very well indeed. I think it provides that the
public shall have practitioners who are competent to dis-
charge the duty entrusted to them.” And, with reference
to the above-mentioned case, further says, “ He was exa-
mined in the usual way, and passed through a very fair
examination. At the present moment if the Governors of
St. Bartholomew’s choose to elect the pastrycook, who
lately successfully underwent our examination, there is
nothing to prevent them electing him a medical officer of
that institution. We have not any power to make him
give back the diploma. We have no power of punishing
a party who gives a false certificate.”

The college was, like the College of Physicians, de-
sirous of obtaining from Government a supplementary
charter, for the avowed purpose of remedying this in-
justice dome in the creation of fellows under the former
one ; proposing to admit to the fellowship those who had
been unjustly excluded, on payment of len guineas each,

* T have elsewhere adverted to the sale of the post of examiner in the
Collece of Surgeons, on condition of the receipt of half the annual fees,
When the gentleman concerned in this transaction subsequently vacated his
post as surgeon to an hospital, a lengthy advertisement signed by him ap-

peared in the papers, setting forth the qualifications of the gentleman whom
he recommended to the Governors for the vacant assistant-surgeoncy, and

who obtained the appointment.




23

which it is not likely any would do whose claims were
really valid. As a proof of the hostile feeling which
procured my exclusion from the fellowship, I may
here state that the late Home-Secretary, to whom I
had been personally known, wrote to the President of
the College, (the same surgeon to whom I have had
occasion to allude,) inquiring the grounds of my exclusion,
to which the reply was, that my claims had received every
fair consideration, and that the mode of becoming a fellow
by examination was open to me ; whereas I can state on
the authority of one of the Council, that neither my claims
nor the Secretary of State’s letter, were ever submitted to
the Council. These claims are, however, now before the
profession, who may form their own opinion respectling
their validity.

It is scarcely necessary to remark, that a state of matters
such as has been briefly depicted, does not exist in any
other civilized country ; nor is it surprising that quackery,
which 1s a necessary consequence of such a state, and
which it will be useless to attempt to arrest by merely
repressive measures, should be more prevalent in England
than elsewhere. Having already treated the subject
more in detail,* I trust that enough has been said on the
present occasion to shew the urgent necessily of the
adoption by the legislature of means for remedying the
present disgraceful state of our medical organization.
Partial alterations would do little towards removing the
abuses complained of; and I cannot conclude better than
by quoting the judicious remarks of Sir James Clark, who
observes :

* Remarks on Medical Organization and Reform, Foreign and English ;
inseribed to the Right Hon. Sir James Graham.

The Medical Reform Question ; inscribed to the Right Hon, Sir George
Grey.
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“The mere reform of the existing medical institutions,
would have small influence in tranquillising the present
agitated state of the profession, because such a partial
measure of reform would do little for the great body of
practitioners. On the contrary, I am inclined to believe,
that such a limited reform would produce an injurious
effect upon the profession, by giving a temporary stability
to institutions which arve not, and as far as I can see can-
not, be adapted to represent the profession as a body.
Reform of the medical corporations, would even be of
little permanent advantage to themselves, for it is quite
certain, that any reform of these bodies which has not for
its aim and end the good of the whole profession, and the
advantage of the public, cannot and ought not to endure.
I would ask, Sir, the advocates of such a partial measure
what are the great objects to be aimed at in reforming the
present anomalous state of the profession? Is it not to
improve and equalise the education of the medical men
throughout the country, in order that the public may be
supplied with competent medical advisers? ls it not to
raise the character of the general practitioner, and to put
an end to the discontent which has so long existed in the
profession on account of the unequal and generally im-
perfect education of its members, and the vexatious regu-
lations respecting the privileges of men licensed by
different bodies ; and finally, is it not to unite the whole
profession into one corporate body ? Can these objects be
attained by reforming institutions, the separate existence
of which tends to keep up the very evils complained of,
while they exercise little or no beneficial influence on the
profession ? Such a union of the whole profession as is
here advocated, must come ; it is inevitable because it is
the only reform which is consistent with the natural order
of things that is founded in justice, or can place the pro-

6
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fession as a body in the position which it ought to hold
among the liberal professions.”

“ Were the Government to decide that the whole medical
profession shall be incorporated into one body, and that
to this body only would be granted a charter of incor-
poration, I firmly believe all obstacles to the union of the
colleges would soon be removed, aud that in the course of
a very few years, we should see the united institutions
exercising an influence on the character of the profession
and on the progress of medical science far beyond what
the present corporations ever did, or ever could do in their
separate capacities.”

The great influence which the mode of electing medical
officers in hospitals must exert upon the state of the pro-
fession, and the interests of the community—so long as
the present system of organization is suffered to exist—
will I think now be sufficiently apparent; and I will, in
conclusion, express the hope that a fair appreciation of
the bond fide claims of competitors on the part of Go-
vernors to these Institutions will in future tend to put an
end to these appointments being made a means of compen-
saling services, or to subserve other personal ends.
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POSTSCRIPT.

COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

“Tue permanent and incidental income of this Institution
during the past year amounted to £10,261 10s., and the
expenditure to £9,138 12s. 8d. The expences of the
museum and library were respectively £2,524 14s. 9d. and
£406 0s. 8d. Yet there is no school, and the expenditure
of the museum and library is but £3,000 a year. What a
happy and flourishing state of affairs, where no hated rival
can be raised to distinetion, and no opportunity afforded
impudent aspirants to raise themselves !"—Dublin Medical

Press.




APPENDIX.

TESTIMONIALS FROM CONTINENTAL
SURGEONS.

The Testimonials from the German and Florentine Pro-
fessors were received subsequent to the last surgical
vacancy in the Hospital, the following Parisian ones
having been on that occasion sent to the Governors in
a circular,

From M. Roux, Professor of the Faculty of Medicine,
Member of the Institute, Surgeon to the Hitel Dieu, de.

[ certify, having known very particularly Mr. Edwin
Lee during the different periods of his residence in Paris;
that he has attended with remarkable assiduity my visits
and operations at the Hotel Dien, and that in the relations
which he has had with me, I have repeatedly been en-
abled to perceive the good spirit by which he is animated,
to convince myself of his extensive information, and that
if he be favoured bjr circumstances, and placed upon a
fitting theatre of observation, he will not fail to become a
distinguished man.
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From M. CiviaLg, Inventor of the operation of Lithotrity
(erushing the stone in the bladder.)

I certify that Mr. Edwin Lee has followed during several
months, and at various times, my practice at the Hospital
Necker, and that he has assisted, with much zeal, at a
great number of operations of Lithotrity, both at the hos-
pital and in my private practice.

From M. SIcHEL, Surgeon to the Ophthalmic Dis-
pensariy.

I beg to cerlify that T have known Mr. Edwin Lee for
several years, during which he has repeatedly attended
my courses and clinic on the Diseases of the Eye, and
that he has fully availed himself of the opportunities
which he has enjoyed in order to acquire very extensive
knowledge in the diagnosis and treatment of Eye Dis-
eases.

From M. RoBerT, Surgeon to the Hospilal Bmujrm.

I certify that Mr. Edwin Lee has followed my courses
of Operative Surgery, and that in the numerous relations
which I have had with him, I have been able to appre-
ciate his extensive information and surgical skill.

e —
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From Prorgessor DIEFFENBACH, of Berlin, Chief Sur-
geon to the King of Prussia. &e.

Mr. Lee, whom I have known for some years, is
a gentleman of excellent disposition, high talent, and
great knowledge as regards practical medicine and sur-
gery. As an author, he has already attained a distin-
guished name, and the scientific world hails with satisfac-
tion any production from his pen. It is, however, more
particularly to be desiderated, that Mr. Lee should be
afforded the opportunity of distinguishing himself in an
honourable position connected with a large hospital,
which, with his superior talents, he will assuredly not
fail to be.

Berlin, Sept. 17, 1844,

From Proressor VoN WALTHER, of Munich, Surgeon
to the King of Bavarta, &e.

Mr. Lee attended with the greatest assiduity and atten-
tion, during his residence at Munich of several months,
the surgical and ophthalmic clinic under my direction,
and I was consequently able, with much satisfaction, to
appreciate his superior knowledge in medicine and sur-
gery, his sound judgment, and his zeal in the cultivation
of medical science. Being already known as the author
of several instructive works, I can only congratulate his
country, and any hospital to which he may become at-
tached, on possessing such an acquisition.

Munich, Nov. 17, 1844,

A oy W g P g

L

e =

P

. R L . L




31

From Proressor Von AMMON, of Dresden, Surgeon (o
the King of Saxony, de. de.

Mr. Lee, whom I have had the honor of knowing
during several years, has afforded me frequent opportuni-
ties of convincing myself, from the experience I have had
of his judgment in individual cases of disease, of his ex-
tensive knowledge of medicine, surgery, and eye diseases.
I beg further to add the observation that Mr. Lee has
acquired a complete knowledge of the state of medicine
and surgery in Germany, which distinguishes him from

most of his compatriots.
Dresden, August 13, 1844,

From PROFESSOR STROMEYER, of the Universities of
Munich and Frieburg.

I had been acquainted several years with Mr. E. Lee,
when the opportunity was afforded me of testifying in
writing that he is the most highly-informed young man of
his country and profession whom I have known. His
profound acquirements in the various branches of medical
science, render it difficult to say whether he is more
proficient in medicine or in surgery. It is to be wished
that he may occupy in his own country a posiiion com-

mensurate with his zeal and talents.
Frieburg, Nov. 7, 1844.

From ProressorR Rapius, of the University of Leipzic.

I hereby attest that I have known Mr. Lee for several
years, by personal acquaintance during his sojourns at
Leipzic, as also from his works, and therefrom entertain
a very high opinion of his proficiency in practical medi-
cine and surgery. On which account he was elected an
ordinary foreign member of the medical society of this
city.

Leipzie, August 7, 1844,
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MR. LEE’S WORKS,

WITH

SELECTIONS FROM THE CRITICAL NOTICES.

MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS AND PRACTICE.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRINCIPAL MEDICAL
INSTITUTIONS AND PRACTICE OF FRANCE, ITALY, AND
GERMANY ; with Illustrative Cases, &c., and a Parallel View of English
and Foreign Medicine and Surgery. 2nd Edition, enlarged.

Mr. Lee's work deserves particular attention ; it is written with more inde-
pendence and justice than are usually met with. His comparative obser-
vations are almost always just, and do as much honour to his knowledge as to

his judgment.”—Revue Medico-Chirurgical,

% This is & very useful volume, and contains much valuable information."
—Dublin Journal of Medical Science.

% Of the highest value, combining as it does, so much of the ufile with the
dulee, 5o many facts with so concize a manner of announcing them. We
cordially recommend it to the profession.”—London Medical and Surgical
Journal,

“ The account is so sketchy and animated, that the chief fault to be found

with it perhaps is, that it does not present us with details more copious."
Medical Gazelle.

NOTICES OF BECOND EDITION.

“ A work of great utility : it is so much an elegant record of facts carefully
ohserved, and of opinions judiciously formed, that the duty of the impartial
critic is limited to praise and quotation.”—Medical Times.

“ A very complete exposition of the medical institutions of the three
nations. The author is well known to most of our readers from the numerous
publications with which he has enriched science. His profound and at the
same time varied knowledge, his frequent visits to different parts of the con.

]




2 Mr. Lee's Medical Works,

tinent, and the protracted residence which he has made in many of them,
impart to most of his judgments a justness of appreciation, and a character of
truthfulness rarely met with."—Gazette Midicale de Paris.

“ The principal points (especially as respects the Paris hospitals) are de-
seribed with great accuracy. In the parallel between English and foreign
medicine the impartial appreciation and the sound judgment displayed reflect
great honour upon the author.”—Schmide's Juhrbucher der Medicin.

“ A very useful and justly popular work.”’—Sunday Times.

* We recommend this work to the perusal of the profession : it is full of
interest,”—d tlas.

“ That this work should have reached the honour of a second edition, is no
matter of surprise, when the interest to a wider circle than that of medical

readers, and the commendable style in which the snbject is treated, are
considered.”— Morning Herald,

“ The contents show the industry and experience of the author, containing
a8 it does the names of all the celebrated medical institutions in Franee,
Italy, and Germany. The view of English and foreign medicine and surgery
is remarkably well written, without a false enthusiasm for foreign novelties,
and without a bigoted admiration for our own system; l'_"l"i{ll_‘.]'lﬂ‘? the result

of a long and intimate acquaintance with all that he treats of.”— Monthiy
Magazine.

COUP D'EIL sur les HOPITAUX DE-LONDRES, et
sur I'Etat Actuel de la Médicine et de la Chirurgie en Angleterre. (Pamphlet.)

SURGICAL WORKS.

THE JACKSONIAN PRIZE ESSAY, on the Comparative

Advantages of Lithotomy and Lithotrity, and on the circumstances under
which one method should be preferred to the other,

“ An excellent manual of all the facts relating to lithotrity.—Dudlin
Journal of Medical Seience.

“The subject is disenssed with temper and judgment, and the various con-
ditions under which the operations are respectively proper or contra-indicated
are adduced in a lucid and forcible manner."—Medical Times.

* We cannot conclude our remarks without congratulating the author

upon having obtained the prize in so worthy a manner.”—Hamburg Medical
Journal.,

TWO LECTURES on LITHOTRITY and the BILATERAL
OPERATION, publicly delivered in London, Birmingham, Bath, and
Bristol; to which is appended a Translation of M. Chevalier’s Essay on the

Dissolution of Stone in the Bladder. Reprinted from the London Medical
Gazette,




Mr. Lee's Medical Works. 3

ON STAMMERING AND SQUINTING, AND THE
METHODS FOR THEIR REMOVAL.

“ An excellent treatise on Stammering and Squinting.” — G'raefe and
Walthers Jowrnal fir Chirurgie.

“ We can recommend the work as by much the completest and best pub-
lished on the subject in this country.”"—2British and Foreign Medical Re-
vigi,

% Mr. Lee is one of the most eandid, calm, sensible, and well-informed
writers on subjects in the medical department. Indeed, we know no one
who with such assiduity directs the public, sometimes by cautioning people
against pretensions and quackery, on other occasions against the delusions
countenanced by visionaries and professional theorists, and frequently by
means of plain and practical details, founded on science, and fortified by
much experience. Let every practitioner, and let every patient, before fall-
ing in with one pretension or another, consult Mr. Lee’s book."—Monthly
Review,

“ Mr. Lee has shown eo much talent in his professional works, as to
afford a strong guarantee of the practical usefulness of his writings. His
directions are clear and practical, and his Essay on Squinting will be invalu-
able to those who are_afflicted with that deformity." — United Service

Gazelle,

“ The general practitioner, in default of personal observation, will find in
Mr. Lee's book suth an account of the maladies in question, and of the
peculiarities of the several operations, as may materially assist him in com-
ing to a just conclusion.”—dthenzum,

NERVOUS DISORDERS.

A TREATISE ON SOME NERVOUS DISORDERS.
The Third Edition is nearly ready.

NOTICES OF THE LAST EDITION.

“ Mr. Lee has written a book which possesses an uncommonly high degree
of practical worth. He has the merit of having by his researches placed in a
clearer light several complaints which till now had not been very minutely
studied. His remarks on Hysteria, Epilepsy, and Hypochondriasis, are in
general excellent, and contain much that is new, especially in a practical
point of view ; and even if it be not all gold which he gives us, yet has he
emphatically directed the attention of practitioners to one point which,
wit{: further labour, will certainly lead to great results not yet dreamed of,
and which at all events merits a closer investigation at the present time,"—
Sehmidts Jahrbiicher der gesammien Medicin,

¢ The method of treatment is founded upon rational and comprehensive
indications. Several eases are added, corroborative of the author’s state
ments, and terminate this interesting treatise.”—Medicinische Zeilung .

# This part of his worlk, which Mr. Lee has devotaed to their consideration,
appears to us to be the most complete treatise existing on the subject.—

Cagelte Midicale,
=




4 My, Lee's Medical Works.

“ This is a second edition of a work which deserves attentive consideration
from all professional men. It is well written, its statements are clear, and
it exhibits an intimate acqaintance with the whole bearings of the inquiry.”
—Atlas.

‘ Mr. Lee's work is of a practical nature, and worthy of attention.”— Afe-
dico-Chirurgical Review.
‘* Mr. Lee has presented us with a very useful and clever treatise in the

volume under notice. He is evidently well acquainted with his subject.”—
Monthly Magazine,

“ A second edition of a valuable treatise in which those nervous affections
which simulate structural disease are treated of-with skill and ability.” —
Literary Gas.

* The way in which the author of the work before us has treated his sub-
ject, is marked by much practical good sense.”—Medical News.

“ We consider that Mr. Lee is free from any affectation and pretension,
and his work seems written in a plain and candid spirit of truth.’—Conser-
vative Journal.

* Mr. Lee's remarks on Hysteria and Epilepsy are acute. We particu-

larly invite the attention of parents to the remarks on female education.’—
Sunday Times.

MINERAL WATERS.

THE PRINCIPAL BATHS OF GERMANY, CONSI-

DERED with reference to their Remedial Efficacy in CHRONIC DIS-
EASE: with an Appendix on the Cold-water Cure. 2nd edition, enlarged.

“ Marked by good sense, reflection, and an acquaintance with the action
of the waters."—British and Foreign Medical Review.

“ The judgments which Mr. Lee expresses regarding the properties of these
waters are enlightened, and exhibit no traces of that exaggeration which is so
frequently seen in works written by the resident physicians at baths, On this
account it is the best work which we can recommend to those who are de-
sirous of being acquainted with the properties of these baths. and with other
circumstances which interest bathers."—Gasette Médicals de Paris,

* The account embraces every point of practical interest or importance
connected with the subject. We consider Mr. Lee’s work an extrem ely “H:f“l
publication, 1Its general accuracy on all importunt details, and its concise-
ness, recommend it strongly to the notice of the public, and especially of the
medical profession. "—Dublin Journal of Medical Science.

“* None other than a favourable judgment can be given upon this book,
which must be ranked among the best handhooks on the subject; even of
those published in the German language.'—erman Medical Review.

* This work is from the pen of the talented and indefatigable gentleman
who, by his various and valuable publications, has laid the medical pro-
fession and the world at large under peculiar obligations to him. We can
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cordially recommend this volume, for, in our judgment, it is the best practical
work on mineral waters in the English language.”—.dtias,

“ Mr. Lee's production deserves the popularity it has attained. A work so
clear, 3o circumstantial, so free from technical terms or pedantic abstruseness,
is worthy of the praise that has been so generally bestowed upon it.”"—
Sunday Times.

* From the few publications of Mr. Lee that have fallen under our notice,
he appears to possess considerable medical knowledge ; and what 18 of quite
as much importance, great common sense, and a rational judgment. To
point out the different disorders to which the German baths are generally
adapted, and to offer a variety of hintas to guide the patient and his medical
attendant, as well as to suggest the best mode of using the waters, is the object
of this work.”—Spectator. '

** An interesting work."—dugsburg Gas.

4 To explain which (the properties of the waters) Mr. Lee sets himself, with
scientific and professional accuracy, in this certainly very satisfactory volume.”
—Literary Gasz.

% The Principal Batha of Germany, by Mr. Lee, the author of several
works distinguished by the scientific knowledge they display, but perhaps
still more for the comprehensiveness of his views, explained with singular
brevity and perspicuity, and the soundness of his judgment, as well as the
force of his logic.”"—Monthly Review.

“ This volume is evidently the result of much study, and exhibits much
natural acuteness, and considerable scientific knowledge.”— Britannia.

“ A sound practical work on the mineral waters of the continent."—Naval
and Military Gas.

THE MINERAL SPRINGS OF ENGLAND, and their
Curative Efficacy.

¥ This work recommends itself by the spirit of independence in which it
is written, by the justness of its therapeutical points of view, and also by
the important information which appears in every page.”—Guazelte Médicale.

“ A general view of the disorders which different baths are likely to relieve
will be found in Mr. Lee's volumes. As in all Mr. Lee's works, a coal
judgment predominates over mere enthusiasm in speaking of cures and
cases, and he imbues his book with the principles of the subject, and furnishes
a view of the latest novelties connected with it."—Spectator,

“ Very ably supplies a long and grievously-felt desideratum,”— Monthiy
Magasine.

‘e We are not competent to pronounce upon its merits in a professional
point of view, but we are assured by a medical friend of great experience,
that its descriptions and suggestions may be fully depended upon."—United
Service Gazelle.

“ A satisfactory account of the principal thermal and cold springs of Eng-
land."—Britannia.

“Of Mr, Lee's two volumes (The Baths of Germany and England),—
whose judicious, sensible, and able works on a variety of subjects, and
among others, mineral waters, we have heretofore had oceasion to recom-
mend to our readers—we need not say more than that they abide closely to
the subject announced by them, We consider him to be an independent and
searching thinker, and the very reverse of fanciful. His personal experience,
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too, with regard to wells and watering-places, has been most extensive, and
his gkill, we believe, called very often into exercise."—Monthly Review.

** The public are again indebted to Mr. Lee for the result of his profes-
sional and literary labours; and the two publications before us are fresh tes-
timonials of the energy and talent displayed by that gentleman. His aim is
obviously that of imparting usefi:l and professional knowledge, and he con-
fines himself strictly to the course of his adoption ; we are, therefore, spared
much irrelevant writing, in which many readers and most anthors delight.
In both volumes Mr. Lee has simply related what the subjects demanded.”
— A rgus,

* These two books have been written by a practical man for practical pur-
poses, the author being evidently more anxious to do good than to show how
eleverly he can do it."—Metropolitan Magazine.

“ Mr. Lee's Coup D'(Eil of British watering-places is that of a master,
Everything unimportant in his subject escapes motice, while everything
which is of value to the invalid or medical man he seizes with intuitive saga-
city, and places before his readers with a precision and concise elegance
which makes his little book a treat, even to the fastidious scholar,”—Medical
Times,

‘A commodious, and it appears to us, a complete handbook for the know-
ledge of the mineral springs of England.”’—German Medical Review.

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON MINERAL WATERS
%ND BATHS, with Remarks on Bathing, and on Artificial Mineral
aters.

“A good epitome on the subject of mineral waters and free from the cant
about the infallibility of particular springs.""—A then@um,

*“The book contains a considerable amount of useful practical informa-
tion on the subject of which it treats."—Foreign Quarterly Review,

* Of the treatises of Mr. Lee, the first is the most complete and compre-
hensive. The reader finds a detailed account of the principal mineral
springs of Germany, much useful information as to the mode of using the
waters, and observations on the forms of disease in which they are calcu-
lated to be most beneficial. On the Baths of France and Switzerland also,
the author communicates much useful information.”— Edinburgh Medical and
Surgical Journal, b

CONTINENTAL LOCALITIES, AND CLIMATES, &.

MEMORANDA on FRANCE, ITALY, and GERMANY ;
with Remarks on Climates: and an Appendix on the Advantages of Travel
and a Residence Abroad,

““ These Memoranda are distinguished by the practical good sense which
belong to Mr. Lee's publications, as well as by that fulness and certainty of
knowledge which result from long experience.”—Spectator,

“This is a very superior book; full of information elegantly communi-
cated.”"—Monthly Magazine.
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¢ Qur readers will ngree with us that Mr. Lee's book contains a good deal
both of amusement and information."—Medico-Clhirurgical Review.

# Mr. Lee is a high and well-known authority on the subjects indicated of a
medical character, and this volume will be found to be a valuable manual in
the respects mentioned.""—Monihly Heview.

% Tnvalids who seek health in such resorts would do well to consult it."—
Literary Gazelle.

“ This is the production of a scholar and a gentleman; of one who knows
how to be interesting while he is seientific, and to convey most valuable and
sterling information with all the graces that are expected to adorn elegant
literature, The author, it is quite apparent, has no selfish interest to pro-
vide for, and is influenced neither by the prejudices of venality nor of egotism ;
all that he says we may depend upon.""—Metropolitan Magazine.

% There is much useful information in this volume, interspersed among
clever descriptions of places, persons, and things. To be sure, the track pur-
sued by Mr. Lee traversed no new ground, but there is so much simplicity
and straightforwardness in his manner of writing, that he contrives to inspire
us with considerable interest,”—Sunday Times.

*This valuable volume, in carrying the reader thrpugh the most cele-
brated places on the continent, professes to dwell more particularly on those
matters connected with climate and the watering-places, which may be found
beneficial to invalids, or interesting to the medieal profession. Notwith-
standing this modest proviso, the spirited manner in which a great deal of
information is compressed into a small space, gives a novelty and almost an
originality to his local descriptions.’— United Service Gazetle.

“ The title of this volume fairly describes its nature and objects. By
invalids especially, who are disposed to travel for change of climate, scenery,
&ec., it may be consulted with much advantage."—Naval and Military
Gazette.

HYDROPATHY and HOMEOPATHY impartially appre-

ciated. With an Appendix of Notes illustrative of the Influence of the
Mind on the Body. Third Edition.

“ Mr., Lee's opinions respecting the dogmas in question are generally just,
and he gives a very fair and impartial outline of their leading features,

pointing ont erroneous hypotheses and distorted facts wherever found,”—
Lancet.

“ The profession in this country was indebted to Mr. Lee for the first
sketches which appeared of Hydropathy and Homaeopathy. These were
well received from the circumstance of the author’s being neither a prae-
titioner nor a partizan of either,and from his having enjoyed favourable
opportunities of witnessing the practice upon the continent. The author
has been enabled, by placing two such opposite methods of treating dizease

in juxtaposition, and exposing their fallacies, to do good service to the cause
of legitimate medicine.”"—Dublin Medical Press,

“ Mr. Lee was, we believe, the first professional man by whom the eold-
water cure was treated of in this country, and the candour and moderation
displayed in the book amply justified the encomiums passed upon it by the
press generally.”— Westminster and Forgign Quarterly Review.

“ The question to what extent water is available in the treatment of dis-
ease is very fairly answered by Mr. Lee, whose work appears to he a judi-
cious estimate of the real merits of the water-cure.  With equal correctness
has he appreciated in our opinion the homawopathie theory. The book is
exceedingly ealculated to disabuse the mind of that portion of the public
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which may have been deluded by the imposture termed hommapath
that it is accomplishing this useful purpuﬁepfltujr be presumed from ib:g’f:::i
that it has now reached a third edition.” —Douglas Jerrold's Weekly News-
paper. :

 Mr. Lee's was the first notice of the cold-water cure ever published in
England. We admired the cautious and temperate style in which he treated
it. Mr. Lee's views are sober and rational, "—. 4¢las,

“ The remarks on this rage are characterised by moderation and good
sense,”'— Spectalor,

“ These essays have been recognized as sensible and moderate expositions
of the slender merits which attach to the popular charlatanisms of hydropathy
and homaeopathy, and as clear exposures of the gross absurdity, inf‘:nmap.ity,
and fraud of those who have upheld these practices as the universal remedies
for the whole of the diseages to which the human frame is liable.,”—Medical

Fazetie.

MEDICAL ORGANIZATION AND REFORM.

REMARKS ON MEDICAL ORGANIZATION AND RE-
FORM. Foreign and English.

% The great merit of the work is, that the author confines himself to a
practical consideration of the warious points involved in this complicated
question instead of bewildering us with ingenious theories. 1t strikes us that
many of Mr. Lee’s suggestions would meet some of the principal difficulties
which have hitherto obstructed the adoption of a definite plan of reform.—

John Bull.
“ A very temperate and able work on a subject of importance.”—Atlas.

“Mr, Lec's remarks indicate an intimate acquaintance with the sub-
ject."— Westminster Review.

“Mr, Lee states his own argumﬁh in a lucid and clear manner, and
his work should be read by both parties of the medical world,—Dispatch.

# Among our neighbours across the channel, more than anywhere else, the
state of matters is such, that without an entire abnegation of opinion and per-
sonal interest on both sides, and unless enlarged views be ‘hrpught to be_ur
upon the question, for the entire remodelling of all the existing medical in-
stitutions, it will be impossible to effect any profitable amelioration,"—Paris

Medical Gazelle.

¢« We recommend to those interested in medical reform the present work
which it would have been worth while to have enlarged. The author treats
the subject with a full knowledge of it,and with perspicuity,”— Zeitschrift fiir
dig Gesammten Medicin,

THE MEDICAL REFORM QUESTION, a Supplement to

the ahove.










