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and venomous reptiles; as well as from-
the deleterious juices* of different vegeta-
bles ;

black ink into the wounded part, the blacknefs of the ink
fhall be totally wafhed off. This may be very conveniently
done, by pouring water out of the fpout of a kettle, fuf-
pended high above the part the {tream of water is direfted
upon : after this, no time fhould be loft in cutting out
the bitten part with a fharp knife or razor—And, as there
have been inflances, even after thefe-precautions have
been adopted, of fatal effefls enfuing, it would be advife-
able to burn the wound with a hot iron, or with a caultic,
fuch as the lapis infernalis. In thofe inftances where the
deleterioys effe€ls have fupervened, after both cutting ous
the wound, and cauterizing it with a hot iron, it is‘pmp
bable, that the long fangs of the dog may have paffed
- deeper than the knife or burning-iron has extended ; and
therefore, for the greater certainty of perfeft fafety, a
ftick of the lapis infernalis fhould be pointed like a dog’s
. tooth, and worked into the bottom and every cavity of the
wound, after the ufe of all the other means of prevention.

- * Laudanum, or tinfture of opium, is pat only fwallowed
fometimes in large dofes through miftake, but oftener de-
fignedly. The firit effeét is, fleepinefs, and torpor gradually
fpreading over the fyftem, to almoft uni verfal'infenﬁbi}it}'
1tis difficult to convey any thing down the throat, wher.
the infenfibility is confiderable; and in that cafe, a fyringe
may be employed, to convey into the {tomach a vomit o!

“white vitriol, even to two drachms. From the moment
that the accident of taking this poifon is difcovered, the
infenfibility muft, if poflible, be prevented, by roufing
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bles 4; and not lefs from exhalations  of thé
foil he treads upon,and of the minerals § he digs
from

the attention of the patient, and Ihaking him forcibly, to
keep him from falling afleep ; for if fleep can be pre-
vented, death will not enfue.

%+ I think it is Mr. Thicknefle, in his Travels through
Spain, who defcribes a piéturefque mode of travelling
he adopted in the lefs fréquented provinces of this king-
dom, where he might oecafionally méet with wild fruits,
without being able to afcertain their falubrity. His chaife
was drawn by a mule, on whofe back was feated a monkey,
drefled out like a poftillion: whenever he wanted to alcer-
tain the fafety of eating any fruit or vegetable with which
he was unacquainted, he applied to the monkey ; and
whatever this diverting animal chofe to eat or refufe, his
mafler did the fame, dnd by this precaution fuffered no
injury.

:ﬁ In fuffocation by noxious vapours, damps, or the
air of pifs, the perfon fhould be removed into frefh air,
and cold water fhould be repeatedly thrown upon the face,
drying the body at intervals. The fame plan may be adopt-
ed in apparent death from lightning—with the addition
of flight eleétrical fhocks, if a machine can be procured.

§ Arfenic and Laudanum are the moft general potfons
made ufe of by perfons who with to deftroy themfelves ;
and it 18 hence proper that the means of prevention thould
be as generally known.—Arfenic itfelf, when taken into
the {tomach; is apt to excite vomiting, but not always.
Whether this effeét be produced, or otherwife, it would-
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from under him., Numerous and varied as are
thefe fources of deftruction, there are others,
which, if not equally fatal, are not lefs painful ;
- from fractures, wounds, and a thoufand acci-
dents to which he is expofed ; and they all uni-
formly prove, that Man is a frail being, with
inceflant claims on humanity for fuccocur.

Of the various ftations which the human cha-
racter affumes, one of the moft {fublime is that
wherein a creature prefumes to interpret the will
of the Creator. It was hence natural, in the
infancy of {cience,when the anatomical ftructure
. of the body, and the a¢tion of morbid powers,
were equally unknown, to apply to the Mi-
nifters of the Divinity for relief : hence Priefts

be advifeable to promote full vomiting as foon as poflible.
The quickeflt and eafieflt vomit 1s white vitriol ; and in
order to expedite the operation, a drachm at leafl, diffolved
in water or any fluid, may be given. Arfenic being heavy,
and liable to get entangled in the rug of the flomach, is
very difficult to be extricated ; but whatever the quantity
is that may be evacuated, in that proportion 1s the danger
" of life diminifhed. The ftomach thould be well fupphied
with gruel, barley water, or fome foft mucillaginous
drink, with a quarter of an ounce of liver of fulphur
(hepar {ulphuris) diffolved in each pint or quart of fluid,
as liver ot fulphur tends to decompofe the arfenic, and
genders it milder in its effett.
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mination of the plan of a building, cannot com-
plete the edifice ; norcan the human ftruturebe
known by any other medium than diffection of
the human body. Without a knowledge of the
parts, the means of remedying the defe@s inci-
dental to thofe parts, when under difeafe, muft
ever be deficient. As the moft ingenious artift,
if ignorant of the parts of a compound machine,
is incapable of rectifying or reftoring its move-
ments ; and no machine is fo complicated as
the human fyftem ; confequently; anatomical
knowledge is effential to medical fcience in
general.

Thisfact is indubitablyeftablithed in the mind
of every enlightened man: Neverthelefs, in the
prefent year, a Bill, entitled e Dead Body Bill,
was brought into Parliament, and {upported by
fome of its Members ; calculated to augment
the impediments to anatomical knowledge; by
increafing finies and penalties on procuring dead
bodies! By a perverfion of language, this
barbarous, becaufe unfcientific Bill, was fup-é
ported under a plea of humanity l=—as if it
were inhuman to acquire that knowledge
which enables one man to remove or mitigate

the miferies of another ! 5
‘ Could
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" Could this knowledge be annihilated by
fines and penalties, what would be the confe-
quence to ene of thefe Senators, were he acei-
dentally to break a leg, or fracture the fkull ?
In his anguiﬂa', would he not regret the want

of that knowledge he had contributed to pre-
vent or impede ?

Or, were an affe@ionate wife, perhaps not
formed fo favourably for parturition as moft of
her fex, in her agony, to demand the aid of
experience—humanity, weeping over human
woe, muft turn afide her dejected countenance;
for perith muft the miferable object under the
hand of 1gnorance.

Not in thefe inftances alone, but in every
ftep of life, from childhood to old age, the
knowledge of Anatomy is eflential to human
comfort ; and to prevent the acquifition of
this knowledge, is an a&t of inhumanity : it
is a_felo de fé of individual felicity.

In a political view, it would certainly be
improvident, as the ftudent of the healing art
would henee be compelled to travelto a foreign
country, to acquire that knowledge which is
: denied
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denied him in his own ; and probably France
would again become the centre of furgical
knowledge, if not of medical fcience.

Indeed, the fenfible part of the community
have been fo fully convinced of the neceffity of
human diffection, that, inftead of augmenting
fines and punifhments, to prevent the practice
of ftealing dead bodies, the humane Wilber-
force brought a Bill into Parliament a few
years ago, the objet of which was, I think,
to {ubject malefactors, who thould f{uffer death
by the fentence of the law, to diffetion. This
- Bill was rejeted by the Houfe of Lords, un-
der a plea, that the terror of diffeCtion was
greater, in the view of criminals, than death
itfelf ; and that, by indifcriminate diffection,
this terror would be leflened, and the dread of
committing crimes be proportionably weaken-
ed.

If this reafoning were well founded, it afford-
ed the ftrongeft argument in favour of the Bill
itfelf, as it regards Anatomy ; for, if this fuper-
ftitious terror were in general removed, the op-
portunities of diffection would be facilitated and
increafed. It might at length, probably, be fre-

quently
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quently permitted by the friends of patients in
general,and particularly of thofe who might die
in hofpitals; but, whilft this terror of diffection
is encouraged, it would be equally cruel and
impracticable to introduce the practice on hof-
pital patients, without ruining the character
of the hofpitals themfelves. Were patients to
“enter a ward under the terror of difieGtion, the
very dread of fuch an event might fhorten
exiftence, and prove equally inhuman and fatal.
Nor do I know of any method of readily pro-
curing dead bodies, ina free country, whilft
this dread pervades the community. The time
may come, when the higher ranks may fuffer
the influence of reafon to furmount every ob-
ftacle, and permit more frequent diffe¢tions
among their equals, as the moft effetual means
of facilitating the pratice among the lower
individuals of the community.

Fortunately for the Medical Art, the Dead
Body Bill alluded to, has not yet acquired the
fan&ion of Parliament: but, fhould it ever
pafs into a law, and the heavy fines and pe-
nalties, to be enated by it, prevent the acqui-
fition of fubjeéts for diffection, a fociety, to

C counteract



(.. )

counteract this difficulty, might be inftituted,
the members of which fhould engage, that
each thould be difle¢ted on deceafe. As the
Faculty are peculiarly interefted in the pro-
motion of anatomical knowledge, {uch a {o-
ciety fhould be firft formed among themf{elves.

One might be led to conclude, by the
care taken of dead bodies, and the p(}mp
adopted to convey them, “ food for worms,’’
that they were imagined to rife identically
again, and inherit immortality. At this pe-
riod of fcience, however, it cannot but occur
to {uperficial obfervation, that the body is
compounded of perifhable elements, of thofe
fubftances which it daily takes in for its nou-
rithment ; and therefore, on this ground, it
would be as rational to confecrate a dead cow,
a calf, or any other food on which the body
had lived, and by which it had grown.

To refine on this idea, it would become
an inveftigation of the Phyfiologift, rather than
of the Undertaker-or Herald, to give to the
deceafed the proper funereal accompaniments.
Thus, to an Alderman or Common Council-

man,
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man, might be added a turbot or a turtle, or
perhaps a furloin : ‘to a fine lady we fhould
fele& chicks and fyllabubs ; and fo on ad in-
fenitum, agreeably to previous habit, conftitu-
‘tion, or rank ; and, doubtlefs, each of thefe
are as likely for returning life, as their quon-
dam mafters and miftrefles who had fed on
them,

Although this might be attended with a re-
volution in Heraldry and Church Hiftory, it
would have one good effect on the {pectator
among the tombs, as he might immediately re-
cognize the rank and charaéer of the deceafed
by the emblematic fjgnia, and thereby even
afcertain the caufes of death. On a tomb with
a fluttering dove might be fuggefted, that
within repofed a tender love-fick maid : by
another, crefted with horns, he might be ex-
cited to pity or ridicule fome unfortunate huf-
band; and, under a calapath and calapee, might
lie dormant an Eaft India Director, or even a
Member of the Board of Controul.

It has been acknowledged, that, in medical
experiments, the firft eflays fhould be made
C2 on
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on the experimentalift. Storck tried his poifons
firft on himfelf, and thereby acquired merited
honour. The inftitution already fuggefted, is,
that the members of the Faculty fhould unite
in a {ociety to diffet one another. At the firft
aflfociation, probably, deaths among themfelves.
- might not be adequate to the demands of their
numerous pupils ; but, as the fociety increafed,
there would be no doubt of a plentiful fupply.

- Upon entering into this fociety, each mem-
ber thould be bound; that, on his deceafe, his
body thall be difpofed of, agreeably to the de-
cifion of the fociety at large, or of a committee
appointed for that purpofe.

It muft be a fingular pleafure to the mem-
bers.of this fociety to refle&, whilft living, on
the great ufe they will be of to the community
after death ; and thar, however mankind may
doubt of their utility prior to this event, none
can hefitate afterwards to add fuch a tribute of
approbation. They would enjoy the pride and
fatisfaction of exemption from the common
fate of being eaten by worms, thefe worms
caten by birds and fith, and thefe birds and
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rib; and the tongue dried, and dormant, under
a bell-glafs, fixed on a mahogany frame—a
tongue which, now filent, htretnfnre never was
at reft. ¥

ch.'6, p. 68; and the Jefuit’s Letters by Lochman, v. 1,’
p- 94. The King of the Huns, in combat, killed the,
King of Yve-chi, whofe fkull was ufed as a veflel upon
all grand ceremonies : Hift. Anc. des Peuples de I'Eu-
rope, t. 3. Careri fays, he faw St. John the Baptift’s
fkull at the Greek Mount at Jerufalem, which, he fays,
he worfhipped ;/ I. 1, ch. g. And Abbé Fortis, in his
Dalmatia, mentions, that the iflanders of Arbe, in the
Gulph of Quarnaro, pretend to poflefs the heads of Sha-
drech, Melhech, and Abednego; p. 348. LuciusFlorus
relates, that the Thracians made ufe of the fkulls of their
captives, to drink libations to the gods; l. 3, ch. 4.—.
All which evince, that bones have long been employed
in very interefling and important offices, inftead of being
burled and loft to the con‘imumt}r

Valuable, mdeed muit have been the ﬂml] nf thE bar-
barian, when the Englith have even offered one hundred
pounds for the fcalp only of an Indian : (Hutechinfon's
Hiftory of the Culnn}! of Maflachufets Baﬂr.) It may be
prelumed, that the whole head of even a learned European
would not fell for half the fum of the forehead only of
an Iroquois, and which 1s three times more than the pur-
chafe of a whole Heflian, who was eftimated, during the
American war, at thirty pounds ; and, paltry as the fum.
1s, fome Members in Parliament had the hardinefs to
oppofe even this cheap purchafe.
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