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ORIGIN OF VOLITION IN CHILDHOOD

f the muscular event. The kinmsthetic centre empties
0 : : :
into a lower motor centre in some such way as that
]H & =i s 'y | i W
described by James (Psychology, 11., p. 582) _‘_Ll”’r‘?vr the
liaconal line me, mp 1n the “motor square [[t;Lf_:l:un
OO ; -

= -t - T, 2 T < . N . (9] vy 11 P
given below (Fig. 1). Thisis Lllh[1]' true when (-} SEMnsa
tions of the “remote ™ kinwmsthetic order (the sight or
hearing of movements made) are added to the muscular
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Fi1c. I. — Simple Imitation. v, v"= visual seat; mp = motor seat 1 mt=
muscle moved ; me = muscle-spnze seat; A ="copy” imitated : B = imi-
tation made. The two processes v and v° coalesce and the reaction is re-
peated without change or effort.

sensations. They may all coalesce to produce again a
repetition of the original reaction. The *remote ” and
“immediate ” sources of motor stimulation reinforce
each other. This is seen in a child’s satisfied repetition
of its own mistakes in speaking and drawing, where it
hears and sees its own performances. Consequently (3)
there is museular effort onl ¥y when the « copy ' persists
and is compared with the result of the first reaction
that is, on the physical side, when the two processes
163






ORIGIN OF VOLITION IN CHILDHOOD

the “copy " 18 completely reproduced. The effort thus
succeeds. See Iig. L5 I
When muscular effort thus succeeds by the simple
fact of increased mass and diffusion of reaction, the use-
less elements fall away because they have no ETIIII.rlulsi:;.
The desired motor elements are reinforced by their agree-
ment with the ¢ copy,” by the dwelling of attention upon

Fic. II. — Persistent Tmitation with Efort. ' =successful imitation ;
ce = co-ordinating centre. (Other letters same as in Fig. 1) The pro-
cesses at v and v do not coalesce but are co-ordinated at cc in & new reac-
tion mp’, mt, which includes all the elements of the “copy "' (A) and
more. The nseless elements then fall away because they are useless and

the snccessful act is established.
them, by the pleasure which accompanies success. In
short, the law of survival of the fittest by natural, or, in
this case * functional,” ! selection assures the persistence
of the reaction thus gained by effort.

This theory of the physical process underlying volition
I8 not open to the objections commonly urged against

! The term “ Funetional Selection” is applied to this process in my
Mental Development, 2d ed.
165




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































